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Sex Appeal and ‘Experience’ for 
Screen Girls, by Carol Lombard 


. Carol Lombard would like to be 
fn the supervising end of the pic- 
ture business. After hearing her 
talk one realizes that such desire 
bas nothing of pose about it. The 
gal knows what she is talking 


about. 

Not that Carol is lacking in sex 
appeal. She has plenty and thinks 
a lot about it. She says that it is 
the one thing in a woman that 
feally matters on the screen. Only 
she gives it a little intelligent anal- 
¥sis and believes that a good many 
Women are dubs at it because they 
don't. 

A heavy sex part is the hardest 
thing to play, this blond picture 
actress says. And the hardest line 
on the stage or on the screen to say 
convincingly is “I love you.” But if 
an actress is a wow in sex roles, she 
éan get any place, Carol believes. 

An actress must have some sex 
appeal to have something to go on, 
but she must learn how to handle 
herself. And, says Miss Lombard 
quite frankly, probably the very 
best way to start learning how to be 
attractive on the screen is to have 
had some personal experience—‘to 
have lived.” 

Experience 

, All the aetresses noted for that 
“it” quality have been experienced 
women who haye lived. Really un- 
sophisticated, sweet, ingenues may 
be all right, but that type never 
makes a big stir as a fascinating 
creature. 

For this reason Carol is a believer 
fh marriage, divorce or other emo- 
tional upsets for young actresses. 
Furthermore, Carol states most 
certainly, that there always is and 
can't help being some sort of emo- 
tional tie or commotion between 
twe performers who play a heavy 
love role and are supposed to be 
im love with each other on the 
screen. She thinks this is quite a 
help, ought to be cultivated, and 
have all one’s mentality concen- 
trated to make it flourish. 

Attractive 

An actress should try to find her 
leading man attractive or find one 
that is attractive. And then often 
it is a S00d idea to act the love 
scenes with restraint, because the 
Teal feeling is there and one doesn’t 
have to force, and again because re- 
Straint in love scenes often gives a 
Breater effect and “kick” on the 
screen, 

One thing that even most screen 
Stars don't realize, says Miss Lom- 
bard, is that there are some direc- 
ters who can handle women and 
— who can’t. Many a woman's 
ee 1s ruined by a director’s 

i. que, she asserts. If only the 
of ee realized this, a lot 
oe could be saved. Some 
ors are aces at gauging and 
Understanding women; others can 
y handle them if they are play- 
role; others know little 
ing about them. 
nerally an actress gets more 
rience upon the screen than she 
(Continued on page 45) 


Oblivion 


Hollywood, Sept. 23. 

The reward of music as a 
profession, revealed by a bul- 
letin board on the Fox lot: 

“All musicians employed by 
Fox studios are engaged for 
atmosphere services unless re- 
hearsals or recording sessions 
develop.” 


“QUEER PEOPLE” 
WILL NOT 


“Queer People,” the sensational 
book of Hollywood's life, including 
between its covers innumerable film 
people of note under the cloak of 
fictitious names, will not go on the 
screen, 

This is the decision, from close 
report, of Howard Hughes, producer 
of “Hell’s Angels” among other pic- 
tures, who owns the book’s picture 
rights. 

It is doubtful if Hughes ever in- 
tended the book should be filmized. 
Rather it is claimed he bought it to 
keep if off the screen, through the 
many he is friendly with referred to 
indirectly in the tome written by 
Carroll and Garrett Graham. 

A. H. Woods holds the stage 
rights to the story. Woods is with- 
holding production, owing to his in- 
ability to obtain a statement from 
Hughes as to the latter's screen in- 
tentions. 

Hughes is said to have paid $15,- 
000 for the picture rights. 


Ether Heart Soother 


First “advice to the lovelorn” pro- 
gram for radio will start on CBS 
Jan. 1 with Beatrice Fairfax, syn- 
dicate writer, as the ether heart 
soother. 

Miss Fairfax was placed for the 
air on a 26-week contract through 
the Morris office. Program will be 
a jewelry commercial titled “Rings 
of Romance.” 


Liquor at Sea 


Washington, Sept. 23. 
A conference is on, report says, 
on how to permit passenger steam- 
ships under the American flag, sell- 
ing liquor aboard when in competi- 
tion with lines of other nationalities. 
The liquor if allowed, can not be 
on sale on an American liner within 

the 12-mile limit of this country. 


ROADWAY’S LOST LURE 


NOTHING LEFT 
SHOWS 


Explaining in Part Why) 
Night Clubs Are Shot and 
Legits Trade Falling 
Away—Chink Eat Joints, 
Taxi Dance Dives and 
Grand Larceny Speaks 


SAME AS AT HOME 


Broadway’s lost its lure-novelty. 

There’s no more excitement. 

New York has degenerated 
an ordinary key city. 

Full of chink eating joints. 

Grand larceny speakeasies. 

Taxi dance dives. 

Nothing that any other key city 
can’t display. 

No ltonger is New York an alibi 
to leave home. 

When anybody leaves home now 
for a trip to New York it’s be- 
cause they have to, on business. 

There’s no pleasure any longer. 

The business is attended to as 
quickly as possible and away they 
go, back home and glad to get 
there, 

That's why the hotels are but 
60% full all of the time in New 
York, especially in Times Square, 
with many of them run by re- 
ceivers. 

That's why the legit gyp price 
theatres must have a $200,000 pro- 
duction full of entertainment to get 
a crowd, or a drama must be 
dirtied up to draw even New York's 
own natives. 

To a transient now 
ranks with Philadelphia. 

Nite clubs can’t do business be- 
cause there’s no business for ‘em. 

What nite life is left must feed 
on New Yorkers. 


into 


New York 


And New Yorkers hate to give 
up at the price. 
There’s nothing Broadway can of- 


fer the out of towner can't get right 
on his own main or side street. 
Buyers Gone, Too 

In other days thousands of buy- 
ers came to New York. They were 
entertained by the wholesalers 
Evening after evening and the buy- 
ers, men or women, weren't in a 
hurry to go home, 

Now they are in no hurry to come 
to New York. Most appear able to 
get along without it altogether. 

To see a show and go to bed 
right after isn’t inducement enough 
for the trip. Visiting firemen fig- 
ure they can save the monev: for 


‘Florida or the coast in the winter. 


Either is cheaper and more fun, 

And the plays later go everywhere 
as talking pictures at one-sixth the 
Broadway price without the specs. 

From the 150,000 to 200,000 
transients daily who remained over 
night at least, New York is lucky 
now to get 75,000 any day, who only 
stay over if they must. 

The difference is the spenders. 
Those who made Broadway for the 

(Continued on page 45) 


Radio Held Ridicule 


Announcers 


_ A Scandal Volcano 


Two or more of the New 
York dailies are on the verge 
of the biggest scandalous story 
the show business will have 
encountered. 

It has come to the dailies 
through their investigations of 
the disappearance of N,. Y. Su- 
preme Court Justice Crater. 
The story, if printed, will affect 
many others who are also well 
known in different walks of 
New York's conservative life. 

The only hope for suppres- 
sion is the force of advertising 
patronage. Whether any one 
of the dailies~in possession of 
the facts will close its eyes © 
to the advertising for the sen- 
sationalism of the news vol- 
cano is a matter of speculation, 
even with the reporters who 
have been digging up the side 
line information. 


WORN OUT NAVY 
PLANES CARRY 
BORDER RUM 


Hollywood, Sept. 23. 
A great racket whereby the U. S. 
Navy is an unwitting tool of boot- 
leggers and uncrupulous. purchasers 
of naval planes is reported cur- 
rently operating. 
The about-to-be discarded Ameri- 


planes, when sold pub- 


licly, carry a 30-day 
the purchaser until certain detatlis 
are cleared up, thus permitting the 
new purchaser to fly under the U 
S. flag fer a month. 

With this knowledge, a racket is 
said to have sprung up whereby 
these reconditioned planes are re- 
sold to bootleggers at staggering 
prices, enabling the latter, under 
protection of the U. S. N. insignia, 
to cross the Canadiarm and Mexican 
borders at wiil. 


can naval 


immunity to 


$114 FOR $1,500 GOLFIE 


Penna. Theatre Man Buys Layout 
at Sheriff’s Sale 


Lebanon, Pa., Sept. 23. 
John A. Jackson, owner of a string 
of theatres here, has become the 
owner for $114.08, at sheriff's sale, 
of a baby golf course. It cost more 
than $1,509. 


Jackson will operate it. It was 


sold as the property of S. C. Haupt, 
agent, Wlomissing. Pa. 


| pleased 


There is a large portion of radio 
fan mail that will never be pub- 
lished. It is made up of letters from 
disgusted listeners complaining 
about the patronizing, uneducated 
and often illiterate announcements 


'of those who introduce programs. 


Hundreds of weekly phone calls 
to the studio bring tirades against 
announcers, to the effect that “So 
and So is terrible—take him off the 
air,” or “Why are we subjected to 
the indignity of being talked down 
to by illiterates?” 


Yet radio managements whose sta- 
tions bristle with polite, efficient 
servic e—the - patron - must - be- 
sort of thing—disregard 
these complaints and continue to 
distribute positions, through favor- 
itism, to men unfitted-for their jobs. 

According to the letters, commer- 
cial announcements do not irritate 
listeners. It is the manner in which 
they are made in oily voices that 
follow up a greeting of “Hello, 
folks,” with glaring mispronouncia- 
tions. 

In England the announcer must 
have a university education and be 
master of two languages, other than 
his own English. He must have in- 
tonation, proper accent and a com- 
plete understanding of the material 
he is to present. His name is never 
mentioned. Iivery word he utters is 
checked by a “Senior announcer” 
who, out of sight, sits high in the 
building—and higher . above the 
heads of his dependent announcers 
He catches any slight error so that 
it will not be repeated, 

The American announcer gener- 
ally is someone Who won a parch- 
ment prize for elocution in some 
obscure high school—or a church 
singer who could not quite make 
the grade. In his desire to assume 
a thin veneer of culture, he adopts 
the patronizing manner of one ad- 
dressing a class of feeble-minded 
children, coupling this with an at- 
tempt to make incessant wise- 
cracks. 

Fully Equipped—But 

He is given a short rehearsal and 
a cursory glimpse of the program 
to announce. He may even be made 
to attend the dizzy vocal classes 
provided by many studios. Litera- 
ture of such courses instructs him 
to: “Take breath through the nose, 
with lips parted, so that there is air 
enough to keep the tone vital’; or 
“Keep tongue-tip forward in mak- 
ing dipthong sounds, pressing it 
with an upward impulse against the 
lower teeth.” He is given a chart of 
diagrams showing how to stand in 
front of the mike, he is presented 


‘ (Continued on page 6) 
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Wednesday, September 24, 1930 


Of Gross for Marx Bros. From R-K-0 


Following preliminaries for a per- 
sonal appearance in four of the 
R-K-O theatres, 
week, were followed by further ne- 
gotiations between the parties that 
the Marx Brothers will play the 
named theatres at a $9,000 guaran- 
teed salary weekly, with a percent- 
age split of 50-50 over the average 
gross of the house, as mutually set- 


tled upon. 
The R-K-O houses are located 
in“ Chicago (Palace), Cleveland 


(Palace), Cincinnati (Palace), Albee 
(Brooklyn and Flushing), and Pal- 
ace, New York. In the latter 
house the engagement is for two 
weeks at $10,000 weekly. All'‘of the 
moneys paid to the Marxes on the 
engagements will be net, with the 
booking office paying the agent’s 
commission to Max Gordon. 

Marxes open Oct. 1 for a breakin 
last half. at Flushing, then week in 
Brooklyn and two: at the Palace, 
New York. The middle west dates 
will follow. 

At the Palace, Chicago, the aver- 
age gross is set at $27,000, at Cleve- 
land, $26,000 at the Albee, Brook- 
lyn, $27,000, and .in Cincinnati, 
$30,000. The Palace, Chicago, at its 
present policy (continuous vaud- 
film) can do over. $50,000 in a week; 
Palace, Cincinnati, can do $40,000, 
and Palace, Cleveland, $47,000. 

It’s the highest salaried contract 
R-K-O has ever entered into for a 
vaudeville engagement. The esti- 
mate is the Marx boys will receive 
an average of $15,000 weekly in the 
R-K-O stands, up to the Palace, 
New York. 

The Marxes’ latest Paramount 
picture, “Animal Crackers,’ has 
been a holdover for the second week 
in two of the R-K-O theatres on 
the list, to be played by them in 
person. 

Meanwhile Paramount is reported 
dealing with Marxes under a term 
contract for their exélusive services 
on stage and screen. If completed 
the Par agreement will not block 
the R-K-O booking. 


3 COLLIER SiS WIVES 
OF 3 MUSICIANS 


Seattle, Sept. 23. 

Emalyne, Babe and Bertie Collier, 
sisters, who have danced in several 
pictures, are marrying three mem- 
bers of a Hollywood orchestra play- 
ing at the same night club the girls 
were dancing at. 

Babe married Walter Holzhaus, 
trumpet player, last week; Berta, 
18, is to marry Jimmie Greir, saxa- 
phone player, in May, and Emalyne 
is to get the trombone player, also 
next spring. 


NURSES SENSITIVE 


See Reflection on Them in Metro’s 
“War Nurses” 


Hollywood, Sept. 23. 

Local Hays office has been re- 
quested by members of the Cali- 
tornia Nurses’ Association to use 
its influence with Metro in taming 
down the recently completed film, 
“War Nurse.” 

Seems nurses caught the picture 
at a neighb preview and they object 
to the general theme about women 
enlisting for war service and then 
going wrong. 

Hays office has looked at the pic- 
ture but no decision on protests 
yet. 

Picture directed by Edgar Selwyn. 
Chief role by Anita Page. 


M-G Won't Try Grooming 


Any Chaney Successor 


Hollywood, Sept. 23. 

Wallace Beery will not. technic- 
ally step into the niche left va- 
cant by Lon Chaney, Metro feeling 
from accounts that it is not only 
poor business, but difficult to groom 
someone for Chaney parts. Studio 
points to efforts made to replace 
other stars in the past, notably Ru- 
dolph Valentino, with every try 
failing. 

Lionel Barrymore may both direct 
and star in “Cheri Beri,” French 
pirate story, which was scheduled 
as Chaney’s second talker. 

The other Chaney being sold on 
this year’s program, “The Bugle 
Sounds,” with lead that of a tough 
soldier, will probably have Wallace 
Berry in. 


as reported last |) 


Bad for Salesmen 


Universal is: abandoning 
“The Boudoir Diplomat” not 
because the Hays’ office takes 
exception, but because a large 
number of the Laemmle sales- 
men can’t pronounce it. 


Birthday Dates Will Be 
-Radioed by R-K-O With 
A Request for Message 


R-K-O will shortly inaugurate an- 


nouncing in its broadcasting pro- 
grams the. hirthdays of its Radio 
Pictures’. players as well as those 
with Columbia and Universal. 
R-K-O has, product contracts with 
both. R-K-O will suggest the ether 
audience.send congratulatory letters: 
pr wires to the players named 
They will be told the film actors 
will appreciate the message and re- 
ply to it personally. 
The reply R-K-O contemplates is 
in the form of a reproduction on a 
still from a picture ‘recently re- 
Jeased, or to be released, in which 
the player appears. It is intended 
to make these. supposedly. little 
secret birthday announcements a 
week or two prior to the birthday. 
‘Only actual birthdays will be an- 
nounced. 
Among, some of the players who 
are to receive this publicity will be 
Richard Dix, Bebe Daniels, Betty 
Compton, Arthur Lake, Sue Carol, 
Dorothy Lee, Irene Dunn, Irene 
Rich, Hugh Trevor, Bert Wheeler, 
Robert Woolsey, Blanche Sweet and 
Everett Horton, 

The. Col players .will include, 
among others, Jack Holt, Marie 
Prevost and Ralph Graves, while 
the U mob has John Boles, Lupe 
Velez, Charles Murray and George 
Sidney. 


‘Bad Boy” Plays 


“Frankie and Johnnie,” which the 
cops raided in the subway circuit 
house at Jamaica two weeks ago, 
due to open at the Republic Thurs- 
day (25) with the first night top 
$5.50. Charges are still to be heard 
on indecency grounds. . 

“Bad Girl’ won publicity via po- 
lice activity last: week. when playing 
the Bronx. Instead of arresting the 
players, five principals were sum- 
moned to court and placed under 
$500 bail each. Listed to open at 
Hudson next week. 

Claimed that objectionable fea- 
tures were deleted and both cases 
expected to be dismissed. 


SAILINGS 


Oct. 18 (Paris to New York): 
Mabel Garrison (Berengaria). 

Oct. 17 (New York to London): 
Weston and Lyons (LaFayette). 

Oct. 3 (Hamburg to Hollywood): 
Lien Deyer (Bremen). 

Oct. 1 (London to New York) 
Block and Sully (Paris). 

Oct. 1 (Paris to New Orleans): 
Dick Bevan (Seydlitz). 

Oct. 1 (Paris to New York): 
Edna Wallace Hopper, Fernand 
(Majestic). 

Sept. 27 (New York to London), 
Marque and Marquette, Mortimer 
Norden (Leviathan). 

Sept. 24 (Paris to New York) Don 
Cumming (lle de France). 

Sept. 22 (London to New York): 
Harry Holman (Republic). 

Sept. 20 (Paris to New York): 
Walter Marks, Rita Weyman (Aqui- 
tania). 

Sept. 20 (Paris to New York): 
George Fontana, Ernest Lert, Rene 
Foliain, Jenny Tourel, Colin McFee, 
George Gibbs (DeGrasse). 

Sept. 19 (Capetown to London) 
Browne and Lavelle, Cissie Hughes, 
Lee and Tesnit (Edinburgh Castle). 

Sept. 19 (New York to Paris), 
Earl Livingston, Jack Blue, Henry 
Robles, H. C. d@’Arrast (Paris). 

Sept. 17 (Paris to New York): 
Elmer Rice, John McEvoy, Johnny 
Macklin, Elisabeth Welsch (France). 

Sept. 17 (Paris to New York): 
Beryl Parker, Buster Keaton, Na- 
thalie Talmadge, Norma Talmadge, 
yilbert Rowland, John McKeon, 
Mrs. Jules Mastbaum (Bremen). 


PECTURES 


é 


WILL MAHONEY 


The New York “Evening Graphic” 
said: “The greatest eccentric come- 
dian seen in New York during the 
entire year is Will Mahoney. 
Musical comedy gained and vaude- 
ville lost when this hilarious luna- 
tic left the two-a-day.” 

Direction 
RALPH G. FARNUM 


1560 Broadway 


500 REVIEWERS 
PRESS SHOW 


About 500 bonafide newspaper, 
trade paper and magazine review- 
ers, including foreign correspond- 
ents, each with a friend, attended 
the press preview of Warners’ “Out- 
ward Bound” at the Hollywood the- 
atre Wednesday (17) night. Some 
50 others were not invited, because, 
Warnerites explained, the show was 
strictly for first nighters and the 
last batch come in second and third 
night Classifications. 


In the line-up 100 of the reviewers 
were listed as first night regulars. 
About 24 others were correspond- 
ents for newspapers in key cities 
from the Atlantic to the Pacific. 


Another 10 were under foreign 
‘trade papers listing, while one sat 
‘in for the paper situation in Aus- 
tralia. 

The Hollywood, as the result, was 
not -filled. Warnerites were satis- 
‘fied, stating that the show was put 
on in that way so that the writing 
folk would be certain it was ex- 
clusively for their own kind. To 
hammer home this angle, no prom- 
inent film folk were invited. 

As to whether the Brothers will 
continue solo performances of this 
kind for the reviewers has not yet 
been definitely decided. ‘This is the 
second of its kind. The first was 
three years ago when the Warners 
debutted Vitaphone. Then, how- 
ever, there were more outsiders 
than at Wednesday’s projection. 


No Germany for Jolson, 


Starting “Sons” fer UA. 


Germany is all off for Al Jolson 
and the United Artists. 

U. <A. is proceeding with its 
preparation for Jolson to commence 
talkerizing the stage musical, “Sons 
0’ Guns,” on the coast. 

Its film rights cost U. A. $110,000, 
with Jolson’s contract calling for 
$500,000 a picture, plus a percent- 
age of net profit. 


Wanamaker, Student 


Hollywood, Sept. 23. 

John Wanamaker, grandson of 
the department store magnate and 
son of Rodman Wanamaker, is be- 
ing godfathered locally in _ his 
course in picture making. 

Guthrie McClintic, Fox director, is 
grooming young Wanamaker for a 
probable berth with the same com- 
pany. 


Sexless “Usherette” 


Hollywood, Sept. 23. 
Paramount can’t get hot over the 
“Usherette” title for Clara. Bow, 
round-robining the studio for a 
sexy monicker. 
Viola Brothers Shore is meantime 
writing the story, production of 


which is still up in the air. 


| Dusting the Attic 


FISHER and GREEN 
Songs and Talk 
15 Mins.; One 
(From “Variety,” April 29, 1911) 
Fisher and Green get a littie 
different start than the usual 
talking teams. Yhe comedian 
does a Hebrew boy, getting 
away with it nicely, although 
playing a bit too quietly at, 
times. A rougher style would — 
probably bring him more, 
Parodies would seem to be 
the natural finish, and the boys 
would do well to get them. 
Phe straight song is not strong 
enough to finish on. Dash. 


The critic Dash, whose right 
name is Charlie Freeman, 
hasn’t booked a parody singing 
act since becoming vaude 
booking head of the R-K-O 
cireuit. i 

Green of the team is Harry 
' Green, the picture comedian 
with Paramount. 


HOLLYWOOD 
UTOPIA FOR 
LAYOFFS 


Hollywood, Sept. 23. 
Panics sometimes reveal unsuge 
pected Samaritans. 


When an actor’s working ang hig 
vest is covered with gravy staj 
the two persons he dislikes most 
thoroughly are his agent and lang. 
lord, 


But in the current era of scarce 
jobs and scarcer meals the agentg 
and landlords—some, anyway—have 
cast off the legendary wolf's cloth. 
ing and ‘enrobed themselves jn 
philanthropist frocks. In their new 


clothes they look remarkably sweet 


U. A. Wishes to Retain - 
Gloria Swanson Alone 


Hollywood, Sept. 23. 
United Artists wishes to retain 
Gloria Swanson amongst its list of 


exclusive U. A. stars. This puts a 
silencer evidently upon the negotia- 
tions between Miss Swanson and 
‘Metro. The latter were well on their 
way until recently when Jos. M. 
Schenck expressed the U: A. atti- 
tude. 


It is not known whether the vy A. 
deal will be with Miss Swanson in- 
dividually or with the Gloria Swan- 
son Productions. Latter is a com- 
ponent part of U. A., with Jos. P. 
Kennedy interested. 


Negotiations between Schenck and 
Kennedy are said to be proceeding 
in New York. 


Writers’ Deflated Salaries 


Hollywood, Sept. 23. 
Samson Raphaelson, author of 
“The Jazz Singer,” has been put un- 
der contract through Joyce & Selz- 
nick by Paramount at $750. 


Raphaelson ha@ asked $2,500 a 
week, but he, like numerous other 
writers, have learned that the in- 
flated salary thing is outmoded un- 
til they prove themselves. 


by Metro, held out for the $1,750 
a week he had received from Par- 
amount for the special assignment 
to adapt his “Animal Crackers” 


musical. 


Toledo’s Ist Film Girl 


Toledo, Sept. 23. 

June MacCloy, 21, first Toledo 
gal actually signed for talkers, has 
been taken on by Par for six 
months, to be loaned at once to 
U.A, for support in “Reaching for 
Moon.” 

Girl formerly worked on Toledo 
“Times.” She sings baritone only. 
Appearance was in a Par short, 
“Laugh That Off,” and that got her 
the contract. 


WEATHER 


London, Sept. 23. 

Rainy weather coupled with un- 
usually strong entertainment of- 
ferings boosted West End box of- 
fice takings this week. 

Amusement business is well above 
normal with the exception of Mon- 
day night takings which slumped 
due to the Jewish holiday. With this 
exception picture house business is 
running at a very high rate. 


Paris, Sept. 23. 
Weather here is terrible, driving 
back most of the vacationists. Na- 
tives who have been in the country 
are now in Paris. 
Tourists from abroad are headed 
back to their own countries. 


Europe for Connie 
Hollywood, Sept. 23. 
Pathe has nothing set for Con- 
stance Bennett following “Sin Takes 
a Holiday,” which she is now 
making, 


Miss Bennett may exercise the 
three-month layoff clause in her 
contract for a trip to Europe and 


Morris Ryskind, when approached |}. 


(Marx Bros.) from his own stage | 


and fine, say the actors out of work, 
Empty Prosperity 

One lady who operates an aparte 
| ment house in Hollywood didn’t col- 
lect enough from her tenants last 
month to pay for the electricity, 
The building is 90% full—of actors, 
writers and studio employees. But 
none have been asked to move. 


“What can we do?” said one 
agent. “When an actor has a wife 
and kids we can’t let them starve, 
Maybe he hasn’t worked for four 
or five months, but if he has always 
paid up his commissions we gotta 
do something for him. ‘ 

Kidding Landlord 
“We call up his landlord and tell 
him we’re sure there’ll be some- 
thing doing before long. And we 
slip him a little every week for 
groceries.” 
There’s the case of one landlady 
who is as hard hit as the rest on 
collecting rentals but who has vire 
tually supported some of her ten- 
ants, staking them to groceries. It’s 
one gamble with the odds against 
the house. One of those she staked 
was lucky enough to edge into a 
studio job. The work may last 
only a few. weeks but it helps the 
| morale of the whole shebang. 
The young working teams of hus- 
| band and wife, where one is non- 
. professional, are managing to get 
iby in most cases, If the femme is 
a secretary, they plug along on her 
salary, with the actor or writer- 
husband waiting by the phone, rea- 
sonably sure of eating. 
Actresses who live at home or 
‘who have husbands in _ business 
likewise eat, their only worries be- 
ing where the next new dress comes 
‘from. 
What a menage like that gfgows 
ito dread are hungry friends who 
‘drop in just as the soup is ready. 


COLUMNISTS IN SHORTS 


Others With Them On New Winter 
Garden Bill 


“The Office Wife” follows “Big 
Boy,” Al Jolson’s last for Warner 
Bros., into. the Winter Garden, New 
York, tomorrow (25) night. 
Scheduled for personal appear- 
ances at that time are Walter Win- 
-chell, Mark Hellinger and Damon 
‘Runyon, all “names” in New York 
‘journalism, the boys appearing in 
talking shorts on the same program. 
Winchell is featured in ‘“‘The Bard 
of Broadway,” two-reeler by Wal- 
lace Sullivan; while Hellinger and 
;Runyon are in a short with Jim 
Corbett and De Wolf Hopper, built 
around a scene in the Friars Club. 


Duffy’s Play 


Los Angeles, Sept. 23. 

Having outbid Belasco and Cur- 
ran for the coast rights to “Michael 
and Mary,” Henry Duffy will pro- 
duce it at the Alcazar, San Fran- 
cisco, Oct. 8. 

Duffy will play the lead with Dale 
Winters opposite. 


Gray Walks Right Back 
Hollywood, Sept. 23. 
Schuyler Gray is back at Fox as 
studio contact man. ; 
He was let out of the same joP 
four weeks ago. 


Would you be younger than your years, 
Then let your laughter drown your tears- 
The use of creams and powder-puTl. 


To keep you young is not enough. 


MR. AND MRS. JACK NORWORTH 
130 West 44th Street 
New York 
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SEEKING STAG 


Hollywood Actors 


No Like New 


York's 6-Min. Boiled Attitude 


Hollywood actors prefer Holly- 

wood to New York. Not alone be- 
cause of the climate, but New York 
‘is the nerts to most of them be- 
‘cause New York doesn’t fall ail over 
them, as Hollywood does. 
’ Going practically unnoticed in 
New York after the heavy idolatry 
{in the picture city is no new or 
novel experience for many picture 
players, among them nu.nerous 
stars. 

New York is just tough, they be- 
lieve, but that isn’t it. What New 
York lacks for the Hollywood actor 
is the civic pride of Hollywood for 
its actors. 

The New York idea is that the 
wheels .of industry and commerce 
would turn just the same should 


all Hollywood actors decide to bar 


New York from their visiting stop- 
off list. While the Hollywood idea 
is where would Hollywood real 
estate be without its actors and 
studios? 

The picture actor is Hollywood. 
He is its foundation, its symbol, its 
pride. In New York the picture 
actor is a freak. New Yorkers are 
not accustomed to seeing picture 
lights daily on the streets. . New 
York has only its Jimmy Walker to 
point to as typically representative, 
just as Hollywood points to its pic- 
ture stars. Only Jimmy Walker 
since Grover Whalen returned to 
floor walking. 

The Difference 

In Hollywood the Hollywood actor 
is regarded by the citizenry as the 
boy with plenty of white hair. A 
feeling of civic pride is manifested 
in the average Hollywood layman 
by the appearance of a Hollywood 
actor. In New York the Hollywood 
actors, for all the attention they 
get, can be just so many bald 
heatis. 

There is such a sudden and deep 
drop in importance for most Holly- 
wood actors upon arrival in New 
York that most of them don’t tare 
for New York or anything in it. 

That is held by easterners to be 
the reason why so few Hollywood 
actors come to New York between 
pictures or on vacations. Even 
though New York is where the 
shows are. About 75% of all visits 
to New York by Hollywood actors 
are for the purpse of going abroad 
or getting off boats coming back. 


Attention from newspaper sobbies’ 


and chatter writers is the chief 
thing in the interest line offered by 
New York to the Hollywood actor. 
This attention is rendered right in 
the Hollywood actor’s hotel room or 
suite, with thé Hollywood actor's 
sec or secs there to make the Holly- 
wood actor tougher to reach. But 
New York is mostly the walls of a 
hotel room or suite to the majority 
of them. 
Flaps are Flaps 

That doesn’t go for the flapper- 
worshipper of picture stars who will 
Stand for hours at a stage door for 
her fav to glide out, of course. 
Flaps act the same everywhere. 
But the general New York attitude 
toward Hollywoodians, or Holly- 
woodites, is a six-minute boiled. 

Hollywood actors know it without 
Saying so, 

One producing picture exec in 
Hollywood recently declared he was 
thinking of sending all players to 
New York about twice a year for 
info on how they stand in communi- 
ties away from Hollywood. 

The best most Hollywood actors 
can get from a New Yorker is a 
sape. 


Barbara Stanwyck Hurt 
Hollywood, Sept. 22. 

Barbara Stanwyck was painfully 
injured in a fall downstairs at the 
Cotumbia studio yesterday. She 
fainted and while a studio employee 
was carrying her, he also tripped 
and fell. The girl landed on her 
head. 

Miss Stanwyck was taken to a 
h Spital where examination showed 
nothing serious. They sent her home 
for a few days’ rest. 

Meanwhile “Ten Cents a Dance” 


continues shooting without Miss 
Stanwyck. 


Ww 
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Hollywood, Sept. 23. 

Big business. 

Studio has that initial habit: 

“Geez, douse the cigaret. 
Here comes H. C,” 

“W. S. says this one tops 'em 
all.” 

“H. B. didn’t think much of 

“Were you there when H. R. 
bid five and went down six?” 

“It ain't diplomatic, accord- 
ing to L. B.” 

“That’s the deal, ‘cause I. 
T’s worried about stories.” 

“B. P. wants to know if 
there's a game tonight.” 

“Give yourself up. J. L. told 
that one a month ago.” 

“Got a smile out of S. W. to- 
day. Give that gag a spot.” 


FROM $110 ON STAGE — 
TO $500 ON SCREEN 


“Taps” Schoenfield, agent, has 
started an action against June Mc- 
Cloy, known as the female baritone, 
who is under contract to Par- 
amount, for 10% of the latter's sal- 
ary during her Par contract. 

“Taps,” through his attorney, 
Julius Kendler, claims that in last 
October he “discovered” the girl and 
booked her into night clubs, also 
with a Publix unit. She was under 
a three-year contract to him, it is 
alleged, which still has about two 
and a half years to run. 

Miss McCloy was recently en- 
gaged for the stage show, “Corn 
Beef and Roses,” through Ed Davi- 
dow, at the authorization of “Taps.” 
She was to receive $110 per week 
while with the show. After rehears- 
ing one week, “Taps” avers Jimmy 
Ashley, an agent, placed Miss Mc- 
Cloy with Par for a three-year op- 
tional contract. It will give her 
$500 weeekly for the first year, $750 
for the second and $900 for the 
third. 

Miss McCloy is now on her way to 
the coast, to start for Par. 


Bancroft and Par 


Hollywood, Sept. 23. 
Paramount and George Bancroft 
in disagreement about new contract 
may mean that “Unfit to Print,” 
film which the star is scheduled to 
start this week, may be his last for 
Par. Bancroft understood to be 
getting about $5,000 weekly now. 
Info is that Par offered Bancroft 
a new agreement on basis of three 
pictures a year. Nothing so far 
on that. 


More Spanish 

Maria Ladron Gulvara, Spanish 
actress, and her husband, Rafel 
Rivalles, have been added to Metro’s 
studio Spanish stock company. They 
leave their native land for Holly- 
wood Oct. 1. 

Engaged by Ludwig Lawrence, 
rep. for Metro on the Continent, is 
Maria Tubau, Spanish singer, due 
on the coast early in Nov. 


Original for Colbert 

Paramount has purchased an un- 
titled original by Austin Parker for 
Claudette Colbert. Probably will go 
in production at the eastern studio 
around Nov. 1. 

Ruth Chatterton will follow Miss 
Colbert on the Astoria set for one 
picture. 


Charactress Clicks 
Hollywood, Sept. 23. 
Following her work in “Stolen 


Thunder” at Fox, Bodil Rosing, 
character actress, has been given 
a two-picture contract by that 


studio. 
No assignments 


+ 


LEGIT SHOW 
PLAN FOR WEDGE 


Goes for Europe and U. S.— 
Studios Think Public Fast 
Becoming Educated to 
Smart Dialog, Making 
Plays Desirable for Screen 


PERCENTAGE BASIS 


Hollywood, Sept. 23. 

A film pool for the ultimate dom- 
ination of the theatre business, em- 
bracing both pictures iegit, 
seems to be the objective as regards 
the move to increase production ac- 
tivity in the east. Paramount is 
setting the pace. 

Within two years it is possible 
that the picture industry will have 
spread out to take control of all 
the amusement capitals in the new 
and old worlds. Within that pe- 
riod, not only films but dramatic 
productions in Paris, London, New 
York, Chicago and Hollywood. may 
be under filmatic domination. 

The transition of production ac- 
tivity from Hollywood to New York 
and the dividing up of personnel 
duties between both Coasts, as es- 
tablished by Paramount, will set 
the pace, according to the ideas of 
this studio. The scheme to shift 
executives back and forth to in- 
erease their scope and widen their 
perspective, is the groundwork for 
the globe-girdling attempt. 

Percentage Royalty 

Paying a writer and a director 
an advance against a percentage 
royalty of the film’s gross will be 
one of the most startling {nnova- 
tions. 

Splitting profits is the easiest 
and cheapest thing in the picture 
business. The heavy commitments 
per negative against uncompleted 
production, through staggering per- 
sonnel contractual obligations, is 
what hampers the picture business, 
A feature does not cost actually 
what it takes to screen it, for an 
even greater outside cost is entailed 
by what and who are carried prior 
to actual production. 

The idea is to engage a power- 
ful dramatic “name,” an equally ex- 
pert author and an established di- 
rector per picture, at so much ad- 
vance royalty for their services, 

(Continued from page 10) 


AMOS-ANDY FEET ONLY 
IN RADIO’S TRAILER 


Radio Pictures’ Amos-Andy talk- 
er will have its general release Oct. 
25. It will show day and date in 
all R-K-O theatres throughout the 
country. 

In the preceding trailer of the 
picture only the feet will be seen of 
the radio stars. This is in line with 
the curiosity value of the talker. 

Amos and Andy in their proper 
persons are virtually unknown 
through the alr or other publicity. 


Navarro Directing 


Hollywood, Sept. 23. 
Ramon Novarro, given a trial as 
director on the Spanish “Call of the 
Flesh,” clicked and gets a mega- 
phone for the French edition also. 
Novarro will also play the lead 
besides directing in the French ver- 
sion, as in the Spanish. 


READING’S STOCK BATTLE 
Reading Pa., Sept. 23. 

A war between companies playing 
legitimate stock is in prospect here. 
The Lester Ai Smith Co., previously 
in Reading, has engaged the Or- 
pheum, Reading and Fulton, Lan- 
caster, for three nights in each city 
each week. 

Another company, to play 10-20-20 
eent matinees, 25-50 cents at night, 
has leased Wilmer & Vincent's 
Rajah, opening Oct, &. 


Fear Uncertainty and Gloom 


Of Coast Studio Groups Will 
~ Have Effects on Production 


Business! 


Hollywood, Sept, 23. 
Lynn Starling, playwright, 
turned his biz over to an agent 
after Fox failed to exercise its 
option on him. 
The agent sold him right 
back to Fox. 


N.B.C. Wants to Double 
Gloria Swanson on Air 
During Concert Tour 


Gloria Swanson is considering a 
proposal from the National Broad- 
casting Company to essay a stage 
concert tour this season under the 
broadcaster’s auspices. About 15 


concerts in as many key cities is 
in the proposition. 

It is the intention at present of 
the N. B. C. to have Miss Swanson’s 
concerts go over the air, locally. 
The latter if not the whole has been 
suggested by Miss Swanson’s broad- 
casts in the past for her talkers. 

Miss Swanson’'s voice is bringing 
her into other demands, principally 
at present for United Artists, to 
take the title role in its musical re- 
make of “The Merry Widow” in the 
near future. 


Actress Shot by Lover 


Paris, Sept. 23. 

Odette San Marino, film ,actress, 
was shot and dangerously wounded 
by Eugene Tripier, officer in the 
merchant marine, whom she is said 
to have jilted when he went broke. 

Tripier turned his pistol against 
himself immediately, committing 
suicide. 


Erroll Makes Another 


Hollywood, Sept. 23. 

Leon Errol's preview performance 
in his first for Paramount prompted 
a renewal for another to be made 
here by him. 

“Only Saps Work” title has been 
allotted to Errol’s first, nee “Social 
Error.” It was to have been Jack 
Oakie’s next but the studio decided 
against too much “sap” titling, be- 
cause of Oakie’s “Sap From Syra- 
cuse.” 

The Courtenay Terrett bool: of 
that title which Oakie will do will 
have a new label. 


Jean Harlow Op. Colman 
United Artists is approaching the 
Howard Hughes staff in New York 
to borrow Jean Harlow. The U. A. 
people would like Miss Harlow, 
femme lead in “Hell's Angels,” to 
play opposite Ronald Colman in his 
next Lonsdale adapted talker. 
Hughes has the young woman 
under a five-year agreement. 


Marion Davies at ‘Point’ 
Bob Leonard, directing “Rosalie” 
for Metro, will take Marion Davies, 
starring, and part of the supporting 
cast to West Point next week for 
exteriors on the Academy grounds. 
Picture will be completed on the 


| coast, 


Haley in Show East 
Hollywood, Sept. 23. 

Jack Haley left for the east, prob- 
ably to play in vaude before going 
in the Schwab & Mandei stage 
musical, 

Haley is under a three-year S&M 
contract. He appeared in one Par 
musical talker. 


Hollywood, Sept. 23. 
Gloom hangs over the studios, 
Combined mental attitude of the 
film makers, from office boy to stu- 
dio head, is as merry and optimistic 
as a murder mystery inquest. 


It’s all blamed on the reconstruc- 
tion period and that inherent ner- 
vousness which is said to be a part 
of the makeup of individuals of a 
creative turn of mind. That's the 
scientific explanation. More bluntly, 
there’s a littie inferiority complex 
around the woodpile with the con- 
stant fear of that ever-coming 
stream of newcomers from the east. 
Every train coming from the east 
brings someone who steps into a job 
out of which someone else has to 
step. Chief worriers are the lesser 
execs, writers and others holding 
desk berths. Even the holders of 
contracts appear to be no more op- 
timistic than those simply on & 


periods come around so fast. 


Morale Shot 

Morale seems to be shot to the 
quick. The spirit of team work 
which should be there is lacking, 
Instead of getting down to work the 
help appears to be spending ali 
their time in whispered confabs 
wondering what is going to happen, 

Last few weeks has seen the lop< 
ping off at the majors of execs whe 
were looked upon as set for life 
With them went their own faction<- 
followers. With these -permanents 
out the rest of the ins began to 
wonder how safe their particular 
boss friend is, and, incidentally, 
themselves. 

Discontent in a studio is as con« 
tagious as measles in a red school« 
house. One dire suspicious predic- 
tion from a pessimistic worker and 
soon the whole plant is agitated, 
Rumors jump from office to office 
like greased lightning, growing 
more ominous at each retelling. 

All in all, it isn’t good for the 
digestion of the personnel and it 
isn’t considered healthy either for 
product. But Hollywood is Holly« 
wood and there’s only a certain 
number of jobs. 


A Different Clara 


Clara Bow can function suc7eas<- 
fully all over again, is Paramount's 
decision. This time in soft-boiled 
capacities. 

The shell is cut away from Clara 
in “Wedding Night,” home officeites 
state, and, surrounded by Skeets 
Gallagher and Charles Ruggles, she 
is, they claim, a different Clara, 
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Achdiiy Delegate Starts “Good Will” 
Tour as Solons Get Censor Bills 


Hollywood, Sept. 23. 

The political value and strategy 
of blunting sharp censorship offen- 
sives in various sections of the 
country where this year’s sessions 
of the legislatures will have new or 
reintroduced bills, is seen behind a 
“goodwill tour” of the middle west 
in November by Clinton Wunder, 
exec manager of the Academy of 
MP Arts and Sciences. 

Indirectly, the hand of the Hays’ 
organization is regarded as promi- 
nent in the planned campaign to 
lighten the danger of the censorship 
sore spots, though not officially con- 
cerned in the tour. 

Where pictures are now on the 
defensive, any effort to assuage bit- 
terness against the industry in gen- 
eral through a tour designed to 
point out the good features may 
place pictures on the offensive in- 
stead, it is believed. 

Wunder will address women’s 
clubs, civic organizations and other 
groups in Denver, Kansas City, Mil- 
waukee, St. Paul, Madison, St. Louis, 
Chicago, Cincinnati and other cities 
in an attempt to awaken public ap- 
preciation for the academy in gen- 
eral and pictures themselves in par- 
ticular, 

A special trailer will be carried 
showing winners of academy awards 
for 1930 and brief addresses by offi- 
cers and members. 


CYCLE WHEELS 
RIGHT OVER 
HAYS CODE 


Hollywood, Sept. 23. 

Studios are more and more openly 
ignoring that Hays’ Code of ethics 
(morality) when purchasing plays 
or stories for filmization. In like 
ratio the Hays office now is more 
serious about carefully watching 
the “dirt” angle. 

Metro’s “Those Three French 
Girls,” at its previews and in the 
script, is reported plenty broad 
Picture is a sort of female “Cock- 
Eyed World.” 

The studios as a rule are buying 
anything that is Broadway or popu- 
lar fiction, favoring the smart draw- 
ing room play or contemporary 
business-sex story. 

The Shuberts’ “Ladies All,” frank 
Frenchy comedy by Prince Bibesco, 
has been acquired by Metro. “Of- 
fice Wife,” “Command to Love” (re- 
christened “A Boudoir Diplomat’) 
and kindred serials and plays have 
been done. Others are to be done. 


Objected to Supervision 


Hollywood, Sept. 23. 
Emory Johnson, engaged by Tif- 
fany to direct “The Third Alarm” 
on strength of his silent of the 
same title for FBO, has been off the 
picture since the first day’s shoot- 


ing. Martin Cohn, editorial super- 
visor a. Tiff, is finishing it, al- 
though direction credit will go to 


Johnson, besides a piece of the pic- 
ture. 

Johnson objected to the super- 
vision. 


Writers for WB, East 


Warners is adding two to its east- 
ern shorts script writing staff, rais- 
ing the number to five. 

Additions are Ware Holbrook, ex- 
newspaper man, and Casey Robin- 
son, former title writer and Metro 
director from the coast. 


LILLIE SUIT NOT COLD 


Los Angeles, Sept. 23. 

Beatrice Lillie hasn't given up 
that $100,000 suit against Warners, 
Vitaphone and Darryl Zanuck for 
“damaging” her reputation by cir- 
culating a short made of scenes 
filmed for “Show of Shows.” 

She let 10 days pass without filing 
another amended complaint, but 
that was okeh because opposing at- 
torneys had stipulated an extension 
to Sept. 25. 

Some clerk hadn’t got around to 
entering the stipulation on the 
registrar of actions. 


Demotion?. 


Some theatres will stand so 
much and no more. 

Lenox, in Harlem, in its 
prime a Yiddish theatre of 
prominence, but dark the last 
few years, lost its roof Fri- 
day when the top caved in. 

Caused by in attempt to 
convert the old playhouse into 
an indoor miniature’ golf 
course, 


Musicians Benefit 25c 
Concerts in Chi House, 
Donated by Shuberts 


Chicago, Sept. 23. 
Eighty musicians, under the di- 
rection of Guisseppe  Sirgnano, 
opened yesterday at the Majestic 
for nightly concerts at 25e. This is 
the first move in the American Fed- 
eration of Musicians’ campaign 
against mechanical music, accord- 
ing to the understanding here. 
The union approved the Sirgnano 
program and the Shuberts, it is 
understood, donated the house, dark 
about a year. 
The advertising slogan of the mu- 
sicians is: 
“Strike a Blow for Flesh and 
Blood.” 


Male Aimee Dates 


Los Angeles, Sept. 23. 

Hugh Barrett Hobbs, known as 
the “male Aimee MacPherson” and 
rated a draw on the Pacific coast 
through his NBC broadcasts from 
San Francisco, is booked by R-K-O 
a week each at the R-K-O here and 
the Orpheum, Salt Lake City. He 
opens Sept. 29 as an added attrac- 
tion to the regular intact shows in 
both houses. 

Dobbs is under radio contract to 
the Shell oil company at a reported 
$80,000 annual salary. 


ROVING PIAZZA 


Metro Contact Man East and Abroad 
For Stories and Talent 


Hollywood, Sept. 23. 

As part of Ben Piazza’s roving 
commission as contact man for 
Louis B. Mayer and Irving Thal- 
bérg at Metro, he’ll probably go 
east within a month, and from there 
to Europe, 

Piazza is to look over plays and 
stories which he might pick up in 
Europe or in New York; also scout 
for new personalities and people for 
any linguistic talked possibilities. 

Piazza’s headquarters otherwise 
will be here. 


Milestone Offers 


Two producers are reported ang- 
ling for Louis Milestone, whose most 
recent achievement in direction is 
“Western Front” for U. U may 
be the third one after him, although 
U is said to have imposed so many 
conditions, Milestone did not go 
through with his term contract with 
it. 

Others are United Artists and 
Columbia. From the report Mile- 
stone wants to combine production 
with direction. He deems his 
chances at the production end bet- 
ter with U. A. 


2 Options Taken Up 


Warners have exercised its op- 
tions on Joe Donahue, brother of 
Juck, and Dorothy Peterson. Both 
were under a six months’ optional 
contract. 

Each has completed one picture 
for Warners, Donahue in “Sunny” 
and Miss Peterson in “Mother's 
Cry.” 


Hal Willis’ Vacation ; 
Hollywood, Sept. 23. 
Hal Willis, First National produc- 
tion head, will leave next week for 
New York and a two months’ Eu- 
ropean tour. 
Graham Baker will be in charge 
of the studio until Robert North re- 
turns from the East. Baker then 


goes on vacation. 


Originators of “Tintype”’ Comedy 
(CHIC) (ROSE) 


YORK and KING 


At R-K-O Palace, New York 
This Week (Sept. 20). 
New York “Times” said:—‘Sure- 

fire vaudeville.” 


R-K-O Direction, LEE STEWART 


388 LAUGHS 


301 From Verbal Gags— 
87 on Situations— 


22 Muffed 


Marx Bros.’ “Animal Crackers” 
(Par), probably containing more 
verbal comedy gags than any talker 
yet produced, drew 388 laughs at 
the Rialto, New York, Thursday 
(18) evening. Timing was done on 
the picture’s third week in that 
house before a typical downtown 
New York film audience at the 
10:30 p. m. showing at 85c. top. This 
total averages four a minute dur- 
ing the film’s running time. 


From results of the clocking 
“Animal Crackers” impressed as an 
unusual example for study of audi- 
ence psychology and reaction to 
screen comedy. 


Of the 388 laughs, 301 were for 
spoken gags and the remaining 87 
on situations, About 75% of the 
former were drawn by Groucho 
(Julius), eldest of the Maxes, out of 
a proportionate number of attempts. 
Most of the “situation” laughs 
came for pantomime by Harpo, who 
plays dumb throughout the picture, 
as is customary with him. Chico 
Marx drew a considerable number 
of both types. 


Checking showed that 22 comedy 
attempts, including both gags and 
situations, but mostly the former, 
missed fire. About 12 of these 
passed on, due to previous laughs 
overlapping and either drowning 
them out or with the prior laughs 
not giving the audience a chance to 
recover. Other 16 missed on merits. 


High Percentage 


On the basis of 388 laughs and 22 
muffs out of 410 tries, the picture’s 
batting average at the timing by 
a “Variety” reporter on assignment 
was .946. 

At the Rialto running time of 99 
minutes, average was just short of 
four laughs per minute. Longest 
stretch in the picture without a 
laugh or an attempt at one was a 
sequence involving two musical 
numbers and a love scene and last- 
ing about 15 minutes. 

(Due to the previous Marx Broth- 
ers’ comedy talker, “Cocoanuts,” 
and the difficulty of timing dialog 
laughs in the studio, when dialog is 
continuous almost as with the 
Marx's films, this checkup has been 
made by “Variety” for whatever in- 
formation it contains.) 


Veters League in Colony 


Los Angeles, Sept. 23. 

Stage and Screen Voters League, 
organized last summer for the pur- 
pose of building a permanent 
political organization representing 
show business in California, will re- 
ceive its incorporation papers to- 
day (23). 

Sam Hardy is president, Robert 
Emmet O’Connor, vice-pres., and 


Charles Miller sec. 


Sensitive Chicago 


Chicago, Sept. 23. 
It was considered awfully 
serious here when a local daily 
referring to William Powell 
announced: 
“Movie Star Here to be Shot 
in City Scenes.” 


Forged Execs’ Names on 
Letters From N.Y. to L.A. 


Latest Agency Racket? 


Reports that agency racketeers 
are functioning in New York by 
forging the signatures of film execu- 
tives, and. entrusting them with 
job-hunters, Hollywood-bound, are 
being investigated by the Hays 
office. 

Little credence is placed in an 
impostor system of this kind flour- 
ishing for any length of time. 

Film men report hearing the im- 
postor system being discussed in 
agency sections, The information 
they have gleaned is that several 
job seekers have gotten locations 
in Hollywood by flashing the forged 
signature of the New York execu- 
tive, 

Letters to casting directors, it is 
heard, are the most popular line. 


Coast Bankruptcies 


Los Angeles, Sept. 23. 

Two players, a writer and a 
studio sound monitor crashed finan- 
cially the last few days. 

Charles E. Delaney, actor, figures 
his liabilities at $4,732, against 
which his assets are a wardrobe 
worth $1,000 and $400 equity in two 
cars. Commission of $1,170 to Ed- 
ward Small is his principal liability. 

Fred Eugene Wright, writer, and 
his wife, Nell Craig, actress, owe 
$8,000. Besides their clothes, their 
only assets are 12 books, a type- 
writer, and two pictures. They 
filed poverty oaths, saying they had 
borrowed so much from friends they 
hated to borrow more to pay bank- 
ruptcy fees. 

Charles H. Vanneman, sound 
monitor living in Burbank, and his 
wife, comptometer operator, were 
declared bankrupt, with $14,118 
liabilities and not quite $8,000 as- 
sets. A judgment for $10,000 dam- 
ages against them as the result of 
an auto accident put them in the 
red. 


Woolf’s Phoney Farewell 


Los Angeles, Sept. 23. 

Making a chump out of his fare- 
well party hosts of a week ago, Ed- 
gar Allen Woolf has turned to 
Metro. He is colaborating with 
Mervyn LeRoy in writing an orig- 
inal which LeRoy, borrowed from 
First Nationa], will direct. 

It is a comedy-drama and is 
scheduled to get into work within 
the next four weeks. 


ROGELL WANTS LYON 
Hollywood, Sept. 23. 
Al Rogell will probably close with 
Howard Hughes for the loan of Ben 
Lyon for Rogell’s first, “Alpha,” a 
special he is producing for Tiffany 
distribution. Cast, otherwise set, 
holds Raquel Torres, Alan Hale, 
Thelma Todd, Otis Harlan, Robert 
Edeson, T. Roy Barnes, Robert 
Ellis and Al St. John. 
Rogell’s contract with Tiff is for 
four specials. Same for James 
Cruze, another for Tiffany release. 


Fejos at Metro 


Hollywood, Sept. 23. 

Paul Fejos, idle since leaving Uni- 
versal six months ago, goes to work 
at Metro as director of multi-lin- 
guals, 

His first job will be German, 
French and Spanish versions of 
“The Great Lover,” with Adolphe 
Menjou starring in all three. 


Ben Lyon Loaned 
Hollywood, Sept. 23. 
First National is lending Ben 
Lyon te Al Rogell for the lead in 
“Aloah.” 


Production starts Sept. 25. 


Harold Franklin Leaves Fox W. c-\ 
$500,000 Contract Settlement 


Fox lost one of its two presidents 
Monday (22) when Harold B 
Franklin left the post of president 
of Fox West Coast, with $500,000 in 
settlement of his contract having 
about 18 months unexpired. Settle. 
ment was reached between Franklin 
and Harley L. Clarke, president of 
the other Fox companies. The 
amount will probably be paig 
Franklin in installments. 


On the same day Clarke ordered 
Oscar Oldknow to Los Angeles, to 
assume charge of the West Coast 
Fox chain of theatres, numbering 
around 600, extending from the 
Pacific to Kansas. Oldknow en. 
tered Fox about seven months ago, 
with Clarke, going there from 
Clarke’s General Theatre Equip. 
ment company. Since with Fox, 
Oldknow has been co-featured with 
Harry Arthur in the Fox eastern 
theatre operating department. He 
left yesterday (23). 

This move will give the Fox two 
coast theatre operation closer con. 
nection. Oldknow will become exeg, 
v. p. of West Coast and its official 
operating head, 


Franklin has nothing in sight be« 
yond a trip to Europe, which is not 
a certainty. Rumors of the past 
few days he might go with R-K-O 
or Paramount were without basis, 
although the Paramount rumor 
may come true in the _ future, 
Franklin and Joe Toplitsky, the 
latter the Los Angeles capitalist 
and realty operator, had an ap- 
pointment with a downtown banker 
to talk over a proposition, but the 
appointment was adjourned. It is 
said the purpose behind their pro- 
posed visit was to secure financial 
backing for a chain of independent 
picture theatres Franklin might or- 
ganize. Franklin denies he ig 
going through with the idea. 

No Factional Men 

Howard Sheehan, brother of Win- 
nie, has been Franklin’s assistant 


(Continued en page 47) 


DAILY TELEVISION 
PROGRAMS IN 


, Chicago, Sept. 23. 
Television has gotten started in 
Chi and is accepted as regular daily 
entertainment by the public. The 
dailies have sensed the public feele 
ing and are running regular Tele- 
vision columns, stating daily the 
exact broadcast schedule. 
Chicago now has two stations 
broadcasting Television concerts 
daily, with replies from those tune 
ing in increasing in jumps dailye 
Two stations are W9XAO (WIBO), 
Hearst’s Evening American, and the 
Daily News, W9XAP (WMAQ). 
Starting out with only half-hour 
broadcasts in the afternoon, both of 
these stations have received such @ 
flood of requests that they are 
spreading out and devoting the ex- 
tremely valuable evening time to the 
see and hear entertainment. 
Following is a typical Television 
schedule. 
W9XAO (146m.) WIBO (535m.) 
7:30 P. M.—Studio program. 
8 P. 1f.—Cartoons. 
8:30 P. M.—Variety 
cartoons. 
Next Day 
9 to 9:30 A. M.—Reading room. 
10 to 10:30 A. M.—Children’s proe 
gram. 
12:45 to 2 P. M.—Studio program. 
3 to 5 P. M.—Orchestra. 
W9XAP (109m.) WMAQ (448m.) 
6:30 to 6:45 P. M.—Sports summary 
6:45 to 7 P. M.—Novelty program 
9 to 9:30 P. M.—Variety program. 
Next Day 
11:30 to 12.—Woman’s calendar. 
12:30 to 12:45 P. M.—Studio pro- 
gram, 
2:30 to 3 P. M.—Variety program. 


program and 


Keighley Doubling 


Hollywood, Sept. 23. 
William Keighley, former stage 
actor and director, goes on the 
“Resurrection” set at Universal 48 
dialog director. Picture starts this 
week. 
Keighley also is in the cast. 


Boles Starting 
Hollywood, Sept. 23 
Universal will star John Boles in 
the sound remake of “Merry-G° 
Round,” which starts work soon. 
Finis Fox is adapting the stole 
No director,assigned yet. 
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Coast Contact Post for Studios 
In Hollywood May Go to Pat Casey 


Reports ‘are that the contact post 
tn for the Hollywood studios, cre- 
ated for the late Guy Currier of 
Boston, may be filled by Pat Casey. 
The contact mostly as handled by 
Mr. Currier was with the labor 
unions. 

Meetings are reported being held 
in New York by members of the 
Hays organization with the ap- 
pointment of Casey in view. At the 
same time the Hays members are 
talking of providing for the main- 
tenance of the N. V. A. sanitarium 
at Saranac. Both matters will be 
worked out within 10 days or so, it 
is said. 

Casey has been directing the N. 
Vv. A. and also the V. M. A., the 
latter formed as a welfare office for 
vaudeville, which has passed 
through its day. It is doubtful if 
the Variety Managers’ Association 
will be retained for that reason. 

The N. V. A. without the useless 
overhead of its clubhouse in New 
York will probably require around 
$500,000, or less, for the support of 
the sanitarium, with other obliga- 
tions during a year. Casey may Le 
requested to furnish the variety 
managers with his ideas on the 
raising of necessary amount 
amongst them, 

Hat Collections 

Heretofore around $400,000 annu- 
ally has been raised for the N. V. A. 
by a hat collection drive each April 
in the theatres. It has not been de- 
cided if this will continue. 

Casey stands well with the the- 
atrical labor leaders of the country. 
They have had. business dealings 
with him for many years, when 
Casey acted for the vaudeville cir- 
cuits. Casey now has a home in 
Beverly Hills and prefers tc live on 
the coast. It is unlikely that with 
the reorganization of the N. V. A. 
through a permanent committee of 
managers to run it he will give fur- 
ther attention to that end. 


CENSORING IN OHIO 
IS POLITICAL ISSUE 


Toledo, Sept. 23. 

Ohio censors have not. only 
banned Metro’s “Big House” for all 
time, but all other gang and racket- 
eer pictures from now on. Harmful 
to children, they stated. The action 
brought hot statement from head of 
state Democratic committee, poli- 
tics again being charged to Gover- 
hor Cooper. 


Censorship will be a state cam- 
Ppaign issue, the Democrats having 
demanded repeal. 


Marco’s Ist Roxy Show 


Mike Marco’s first show at the 
Roxy will be produced under his 
Personal direction Oct. 3. 

Marco’s initial show will be staged 
at same time the screen presents 
“Liliom” (Fox). 

Reports Marco would bring east 
stagers to assist in his Roxy shows 
denied. Marco will retain the Roxy 
Staff and crews for the present. 


Just Product, Says Col. 


Looks like some kind of deal on 
again between Fox and Columbia. 
Columbia execs, in confab with Fox 
execs, with A. C. Blumenthal, Wil- 
liam Fox realty expert, in attend- 
ance, 


Columbia people stamp it as a 
Product deal. 


Carewe Maybe to Par 
; Hollywood, Sept. 23. 
Carewe’s contract with U 
tank ng for one picture only, the 
er version of “Resurrection,” he 


May join Paramount on completion 
Of the Singleton. 


a Some years ago Carewe was a Par 
irector. 


Sho’ 


Among the many plans be- 
ing considered by R-K-O to 
plug Amos ’n’ Andy’s “Check 
and Double Check” a_ few 
weeks prior to its premiere is 
to have. ushers in all R-K-O 
houses say “Sho, Sho,” in 
Amos ’n’ Andy dialect, instead 
of “Thank you, sir’ or “Yes, 
sir.” 

It is felt that these Amos 
'n’ Andy idioms will immedi- 
ately make the patrons think 
of the blackface ozone duo. 


USING EAST 
Ist SHORTS 


The return of picture activity in 
the east on a greater scale than in 
years is following the wake of Para- 
mount’s initial move. Universal, 
wavering on the subject, is, it was 
learned with the arrival of Carl 
Laemmle set to make part of its 
program around New York. 


It will probably concentrate east- 
ern production in the old Triangle 
studios, Riverdale. Because it has 
not the production facilities af- 
forded in Hollywood, the company’s 
plans are to move slowly here. 


At first only short subjects will 
be made. With the gradual de- 
velopment of the New York integs- 
ests the production program will 
expand accordingly. 


JOE LEO SETTLING 
CONTRACT WITH FOX 


Joe Leo is reported on the verge 
of settling his $1,250 weekly agree- 
ment with Fox. Leo’s contract 
calls for his services to Fox for 
three years at that figure. It was 
executed some seven months ago 
and one of the 10 Fox men, William 
Fox, demanded be given a contract 
for similar length of time at more 
or less salary. 

Unexpired portion of Leo’s con- 
tract will aggregate $150,000. Al- 
though without assignment to work, 
he has been drawing his salary 
regularly since laid off, when Har- 
ley L. Clarke accepted the Fox 
presidency. 

Joe, a brother-in-law of Bill Fox, 
was the general theatre operator 
in the east for Fox. He had ac- 
complished the feat of pulling all 
of the Fox theatre holdings east of 
the Mississippi, excepting the six 
Fox deluxes, out of the red. Leo 
did not have charge of the delyxers. 


Story and Hokey Gags 
For M-G’s Shelved ‘Time’ 


Hollywood, Sept. 23. 

Rather than shelve “March of 
Time,” Metro musical revue, as dis- 
cussed recently, the Weber and 
Fields picture is going into produc- 
tion again to be storied and gagged 
up. 

Joe Farnham, title writer of the 
old days, has been called in to sup- 
ply plot and laughs so that the mu- 
sical and revue angles can be more 
submerged. 

Picture’s cost has run close to 
$750,000 already, it is said. 


Young Smith in Person 

Stanley Sn.ith, Paramount's lead 
juve at the eastern studio, will play 
stage dates in the Publix picture 
theatres starting Sept. 30 in Des 
Moines. He goes to Omaha the fol- 
lowing week. 

Balance of the Publix time for 


Records Gotten Up te Re- 
veal All Theatre Chains 
Operating But 36% of 
All Theatres in America 
Distribution Chains’ 
Associated Producers Fur- 
nish 69% 


WASHINGTON SOFTER 


Official -filmdom prepared 
what it considers the perfect alibi 
for Washington, D. C. It’s one 
which it feels certain will subordi- 
nate to the minimum further ex- 
tensive governmental peeps into 
picture monopoly charges. 

Figures recorded by the sages 
show that the most any picture 
company controls in box offices is 
12%, and that 20% is the highest 
for any individual in powers of dis- 
tribution, making the total fall short 
of the 51% necessary to prove any- 
thing by 20%. 

On the premise that restraint of 
trade, or even the monopolistic taint, 
in any industry can only hold sway 
when the government can prove any 
one organization and its subsidia- 
ries enjoy such a position, filmdom’s 
sages present their latest percent- 
ages of the various interests in its 
domain. 

In distribution Paramount-Publix 
is the strongest in the field, with 
an accredited 20%. The Par organi- 
zation is also maximum in the the- 
atre field, according to this estimate, 
with but 12% ownership of all the 
box offices in the United States. 

Fox-Loew is next to P-P. On 
matters of distribution F-L does 
about 18% of all the busiriess in that 
department of the industry. In box 
office strength F-L hits only around 
10%. 

Warners-First National next, with 
a percentage power as film distrib- 
utors at 16%. Its theatre strength 
is set down at 8%. 

R-K-O 4th 

Radio-Keith-Orpheum and _ its 
subsidiaries are last in the four big- 
gest interests in the tabulation. In 
strength as distributors it rates 
15%, while in box office holdings, 
6%. 

With these tabulations just pre- 
pared, why, then, ask the sages, 
should the government object to the 
cementing of the union of Fox and 
Loew, or the legitimizing of the 
marriage of Warners and First 
National? 

Aside from the alibi formula, 
which will be recorded at the first 
opportunity Washington presents, 
that part of filmdom which sits up 
nights figuring the moves, predicts 
one of the easiest winters with the 
government the film industry has 
had in years. 

Take, for instance, Brookhart, 
they say. That gentleman, one of 
the worst thorns in the minds of 
film worriers, is finding out just now 
why prohibition can’t be enforced, 
convincing the sages he has forgot- 
ten all about celluloid. 

M. Hudson has just taken a dive. 
His bill has been thrown out, so he 
is not in the running of present cal- 
culators. 

About Mr. Dill, he is interested in 
the other half of Radio, which has 
no direct bearing on pictures. 

The federal court’s decision in the 
California case is credited with hav- 
ing ushered in the good era of gov- 
ernment attitude toward the indus- 
try. That, and some of the bigger 
things which are breaking and mak- 
ing the film deals penny store mer- 
gers by comparison, ‘tis finally 
averred. 


Pathe Serial Head 
Hollywood, Sept. 23. 
Donn McElwaine has been ap- 
pointed head of the newly formed 
serial department at Pathe. 
McElwaine was formerly In 
charge of the press department at 


Smith depends on the two western 


weeks. 


the same studio. 


RULERS 


ro Wi AE Clearing Way at Par’s Astoria for 


Making of 24 F ull-Length Talkers 
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Those Relatives 


Hollywood, Sept. 23. 

“These Wall Street guys are 
going to ruin pictures,” com- 
mented a studio insider on the 
Coast. “With these economy 
waves we have toa make pic- 
tures so fast and cheap the 
public is going to get soured. 

“They send out a wire to 
cut the payroll $10,000, and 
everybody on the lot who 
knows anything about making 
pictures is fired. You have to 
be a relative to keep your jov.~ 
Some day one of these big men 
will get wise and send a wire 
to cut off $1,000,000,000 worth 
of relatives,” he said. 


2-WAY PANIC 
FRANKLIN 


Los Angeles, Sept. 23. 

Upon learning that Harold B. 
Franklin is no longer head of the 
Fox West Coast theatres, the Fox 
studio here virtually cut ‘loose a 
peal of triumph and the theatre 
circuit personnel became just as 
panicked the other way. 

The Fox lot spent most of Mon- 
day issuing a flock of orders strik- 
ing Franklin’s name from all pub- 
licity matter. Even his name on 
trailers for “The Big Trail” due for 
release Monday was ordered out, 
the studio emphasizing it would not 
meet expenses where the elimina- 
tion was not made. 

The theatre staff became strick- 
ened when Franklin is understood 
to have wired personally Monday 
his name be dropped by the circuit. 
The circuit boys now don’t know 
who’s who. As the result they are 
quarantining themselves to their 
office, fearful that an explosion in- 
volving them may take place in any 
absence. 

Local opinion fs that Franklin 
now will either go to Publix to 
operate its circuit west of Chicago 
or form the West Coast independent 
theatres into a circuit. It is deemed 
certain that the group known xs 
“Franklin’s Boys” in the Fox West 
Coast will migrate with him in any 
direction. 

Apparently taking advantage of 
the expected Fox West Coast shake- 
up, Moe Silver, operator here for 
the Warner theatres, is resuming 
theatre expansion for the Brothers. 

Silver is closing for an indie 
string of five Pacific slope houses 
which, with three more being built, 
will give the Warners’ 21 theatres 
out this way. 

Similar checker playing is indi- 
cated by other circuits, aiming to 
take advantage of the Fox Coast 
mix up. 


Radio Program’s Talkers 


First regular radio programs, or 
“hours,” taken for talkers, will be 
Crockett’s Mountaineers and 
“Around the Samovar.” 

Paramount will do shorts of both. 

They are sustaining features on 
the Columbia system. 


ROGERS CHANCES “MILLIE” 
Hollywood, Sept. 23. 

Adaptation of “Millie,” Donald 
Henderson Clarke novel bought by 
Charles Rogers for production on 
the Radio schedule, has been done 
by Charles Kenyon. 

Novel was turned down by Metro, 
to whom it was first offered, with 
that company reported fearing it 
was too tough to tone down, 

“Millie” will be one of the four 
Rogers-produced independents for 
release through Radio, 


Paramount will clean up its shorts 
production program by the end of 
October, instead of the original stop 
date, Jan. 1, in order to clear the 
way for the coming increase in fea- 
ture producing at the eastern studio, 

Speeding of the work on shorts as 
a remedy for -ocessary studio space 
was suggested by Jesse Lasky at a 
regular weekly meeting of Astoria 
studio execs. It was the first meet- 
ing attended by Lasky on his pres- 
ent eastern trip. He was said to 
have impressed the Astoria produc- 
tion bunch as being sold on the 
boom idea for eastern production. 

On the current Paramount shorts 
schedule, with all the company's 
shorts made east, are 103 one-reel- 
ers and 26 two-reelers. About 75% 
is out of the way, leaving 25% of 
the season's slate to be wiped off in 
a little over a month. 

Rushing the Shorts 

To meet the rush of shorts there 
will be a pause of about two weeks 
in October in the feature work on 
Long Island. This will occur when 
“The Royal Family,” now at work, 
is completed, shortly after Oct. 1, 
and before starting on “Two Against 
Death,” the Nancy Carroll-George 
Abbott-directed picture due around 
Oct. 15. 

Following the Carroll film feature 
production, Astoria will be. doubled 
up with a probable minimum of two 
working pictures at all times and 
as many ag three. 

Paramount feature for 30-31 
scheduled for the east calls for 24 

full-lengths, which could be fulfilled 
at two-a-month without taxing the 
studio, once the shorts are out of 
the way. When Par’s intended 
eastern increase arrives the work- 
ing number of pictures most of the 
time at Astoria is expected to be 
three. 


Schenck and Hughes If 
Together May Talk 
Over Taking Pathe 


With the recent statement of Jos. 
M. Schenck that the affiliation of 
Howard Hughes with United Ar- 
tists may be consummated whea 
they both next meet on the coast, 
it is now reported that in that event 
both may also consider buying 
Pathe. 

Hughes has been in Maine or 
thereabouts on vacation. Neal Mc- 
Carthy from the coast, his personal 
attorney, was in New York during 
Hughes’ absence. McCarthy left for 
Los Angeles last week. He is said 
to have broached the Pathe buy to 
Schenck. From that arises the story 
of the possible aftermath, with 
Schenck reported as accepting the 
commission to take up the matter 
of a Pathe deal in the future. 

At present there are no negotia- 
tions with or for Pathe. As previ- 
ously reported all R-K-O overtures 
of some time ago were rejected by 
the Pathe management. At present 
through Pathe having turned out 
two money pictures in a row, “Holi- 
day” and “Her Man,” with Con- 
stance Bennett now on another 
Pathe talker, it is not known if the 
former terms asked by Joseph P. 
Kennedy for Pathe still stand. They 
were $13,000,000 for a complete buy 
including Pathe’s 49% in the Dupont 
film company, or $9,000,000 without 
the Dupont slice. 

The Dupont piece with Pathe’s 
four drawing cards are the incen- 
tives for Schenck-Hughes. The 
draws are Miss Bennett, Ann Hard- 
ing, Helen Twelvetrees and Bill 
Boyd. 

Besides its other assets, Pathe’s 
newsreel was estimated valued at 
$1,000,000 in the recent offer to pure- 
chase by Fox, which later failed to 
materialize. 

Robinson Stays On 
Hollywood, Sept. 23. 

Metro has exercised its option for 
Arthur Robinson, foreign director. 

He megaphoned the German vere« 


sion of “Mary Dugan.” 
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ASK 
TSK, TSK 


Metro’s foreign imports are in for 
athird degree. Questionnaire blanks 
printed in New York to be distrib- 
uted among the multi-lingual play- 
ers in Hollywood have more ques- 
tions on them than a census taker’s 
report and income tax blank com- 
bined, 

It’s all for publicity purposes, the 
players will be told, but some of the 
questions have a Freudian angle 
that might be construed as coming 

‘from a psycho-analyist. 
The sheet is interesting if from 
no other angle than the relative im- 
' portance of the numerous questions 
asked. One line is allowed in the 
four-page questionnaire for the vis- 
itor’s impression of Hollywood, 
three lines for his opinion of pro- 
hibitiong and half a line for the 
question: ‘What do you think of 
the motion picture in America?” 

For the player’s viewpoint on 
“Art moderne” in architecture, fur- 
niture and decoration, four and a 
half lines are allowed. What he 
thinks of American women and 
American life should take three 
lines apiece. 

Temper Buried, but There 


Blank also wants the player’s fa- 
vorite joke and allows him seven 
lines in which to tell it. Same space 
for the most embarrassing moment 

of his life. 

Some of the other questions are: 

Do you feel the war had any ef- 
fect on your life? 

Do you diet? 

Early or late for bed? 

Average hours of sleep? 

Do you prefer to write, type or 
dictate? 

What do you think of jazz? 

Give recipe of your favorite dish. 

Are you hot tempered? 

What do you think of a possibility 
of a United States of Europe? 

Do you get sea or air sick? 

Do you prefer solitude or com- 
panionship? 

Do you play cards? 


Gaumont, British, May 
Lose Simon -Rowson 


London, Sept. 23. 

Important developments are look- 

-ed for at the annual meeting of 
Gaumont British stockholders this 
week. The inside hint is that two 
important executives may with- 
d@raw from the directors’ roster. 

A rumor to this effect is coupled 
with a report that Will Evans and 
Simon Rowson are about to resign. 
It is said in addition that Ideal Film 
part of the Gaumont combine will 
withdraw from the corporation. 

Rowson is also head of Ideal. 
Rumors of his resignation are re- 
garded as the probable forerunners 
of the withdrawal of Ideal from the 
combine. 


Westerns in Spanish 


Hollywood, Sept. 23. 
Donald Reed, screen juve, will 
produce a series of westerns in Eng- 
lish and Spanish for Rayart. 
Burton King, former indie pro- 
ducer, directs the first. Trem Carr 
‘g supervisor. 


DUBS JAP SILENTS 
Hollywood, Sept. 23. 

Harry Musgrove, former Austra- 
lian theatre owner, is here buying 
i reproducing equipment fer distribu- 
li tion in Japan. Musgrove, since sell- 
ing out his theatre interests, has 
been distributing independent pic- 
tures and theatre equipment in the 
- Near East. 

He is arranging for construction 
of a sound truck which he will use 
for dubbing sound on Japanese 
silents. 


MADAN IN HOLLYWOOD 


Hollywood, Sept. 23. 

India’s first theatre operator to 
visit Hollywood for a look at how 
pictures are made is said to be Fram 
Madan, largest independent operator 

_ of Indian chains, 
Madan, who has been in New 
York buying product for this sea- 
son, arrived here Monday (22) anc 


— 


Pathe Stays Sync 


Hollywood, Sept. 23. 

Pathe’s foreign versions are dis- 
tributed abroad all-synchronized, 
through Pathe’s policy against for- 
eign language dubbing or foreign 
talker production. 

Josiah Zuro is completing syn- 
chronization of “Her Man,” “The 
Trespasser” and “Swing High” on a 
long schedule of past and current 
product planned for foreign release. 


All “Beau” Locations 


On Dunning Process 
For French Dubbing 


Hollywood, Sept. 23. 

Radio is preparing to photograph 
“Beau Ideal’ with the Dunning 
process simultaneously with the 
regular production. 

Negative of the Dunning copy will 
be sent to France, where French 
actors will be dubbed in and sound 
added. This is the first picture to 
be photographed by the new sys- 


periment. 
Leon d’Usseau is in charge of the 
foreign version. 


Bulgaria Assumes. Gov't 
Censorship of Films 


Belgrade, Sept. 23. 
Bulgarian Government at Sofia 
has enacted legislation entrusting 
the Ministry of Education with su- 
preme control over all films, foreign 
and native. 

All youths under 18 and partic- 
ularly schoolboys and _ schoolgirls 


are forbidden to enter theatres 


showing pictures not approved by 
the ministry. 

Exhibitors must add to all gen- 
eral program footage of at least 200 
metres of film of a scientific or edu- 
cational nature. Such films, be they 
foreign or native, are free of all tax. 


Flesh on Stage in 
Pathe-Natan Houses 


Paris, Sept. 23. 
Despite denials Pathe-Natan is 
making ready to introduce the 
vaudefilm policy in at least 18 of 
its theatres. 


Censor in Java 


The Hague, Sept. 11. 

In the Netherlands East Indies the 
government announces it will short- 
ly have a new bill on film censor- 
ship, based on the law effective in 
Holland. 

In Holland all advertising, pos- 
ters, papers, etc., must be submitted 
to the Board of Film Censors; in 
Java this will be left to be dealt 
with by the police in each com- 
munity, 


Biz Off in S. A. 


Buenos Aires, Sept. 23. 

Business is poor ail around and 
the picture houses are no exception. 
Reason is the continued trade de- 
pression, Pictures are affected by 
the fact that recent releases have 
not commanded great interest. All 
theatres are feeling the pinch. 

Paramount’s Spanish version of 
“Grumpy” is doing fairly. “All 
Quiet On the Western Front” con- 
tinues to do well. “The Young Man 
of Manhattan” (Par) is getting 
moderate returns. “One Mad Kiss” 
(Fox) still big. “The King of Jazz’ 
(U) fair and “Song of the Flame” 
released through Glucksmann) is 


Warners’ 2d in Berlin 


Berlin, Sept. 23. 

Title of the second Warner Bros. 
talker to be made here will be 
“Teacher Flaschsmann.” 

Leads will be in the hands of 
Alfred Braun, Germany’s best 
known radio announcer. Charlotte 
Ander and Paul Henkels. 


Scenes in Italy 
Rome, Sept, 28. 
Joe Pasternack, European pro- 
luction ally of Universal, is in this 


will remain about two weeks. 


territory taking Italian scenes, 


tem and is in the nature of an ex- | 


not well liked. a 


-— 
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HARRY KAHNE 

“The Houdini of Mentalists” 
The Birmingham “News” said: 
“Harry Kahne _ possesses’ the 
greatest brain of all times, present- 
ing a wonderful act.” 
Showmen like Charles Freeman, 
J. H. Lubin, Marvin Schenck, 
Horace Reeves (London), Musgrove 
(Australia), Fally Marcus, and now 
Marco, of Fanchon and Marco, 
agree with the above. 


Always a headliner, . 


ALLPORT’S IDEA FOR 
UFA IN GERMANY 


Paris, Sept. 23. 


Fayette Allport, newly appointed 
representative for the Hays organ- 
ization, is said to plan residence 
in Berlin only long enough to clear 
up the present involved situation 
there in relation to the sound pact 
with American interests. 

He is understood to entertain the 
view that a bond issue in behalf of 
UFA might propitiate the German 
trade and inspire the government 
to a friendlier attitude toward prob- 
lems involved. 

Allport was appointed because of 
his special knowledge of the gen- 
eral business and political situation 
in Berlin, knowledge which extends 
beyond the picture field. 

It is believed here his good of- 
fices will help settle the situation 
surrounding general American trade 
with Germany, particularly involv- 
ing pictures. 


League of Nations Reads 
Notices on U’s “Front” 


Paris, Sept. 23. 
Al Zegler, European head for 
Universal, seeking approval ‘of the 
League of Nations Council of 
“Western Front” in preparation for 
its showing in Geneva, presented 
evidence that its intent was to pre- 
vent future wars by pointing to 
American reviews of the picture. 
Among them was that in “Va- 
riety” of May 7, stressing the peace 
value of the production. 


German Industry’s Rep 


Berlin, Sept. 23. 
The German film industry’s new 
representative in the new Reichstag 
is Dr. von Stauss. 
He is a director in the Deutsche 
bank, 


Kaliz Col’s Foreign Supe 


Hollywood, Sept. 23. 
Armand Kaliz has been engaged 
to direct and supervise French ver- 
sions for Columbia, 
“Ladies of Leisure” is the first 
Col feature to be made in that 
language, 


Imported Actors 
Hollywood, Sept. 23. 

Universal is importing a flock of 
Spanish, French and German actors 
for language versions. 

First arrivals, around Oct. 20, will 
be Amelia Seristerra and Fausto 
Rocha, Spanish stage players now 
touring South America. They'll 
play the Spanish leads in “Boudoir 
Diplomat,” with George Melford 
probably directing. 


SEVERAL “BOUDOIRS” 
Hollywood, Sept. 28. 
Universal’s “Boudoir Diplomat” 
. will get Spanish, French and Ger- 
man treatments. 
“Dracula” will be Spanished. 


BUENOS AIRES BACK 
TO NORMAL QUICKLY 


By HARRY E. GOLDFLAM 


Buenos Aires, Sept. 11 (air mail). 


After the hectic days of the revo- 
lution the populace breathes again 
and business is as usuai. More so. 
The local and foreign bankers met 
and offered the government unlim- 
ited credit. 

Show business suffered, which 
was natural. Universal, having 
billed “King of Jazz” for Friday 
night, went on with it. _Irigoyen’s 
Government declared martial law 
for that night, but advance bookings 
being great the Cine Paris unafraid 
—to say nothing of Monroe Isen of 
Universal—Paul Whiteman made 
his screen bow locally to the pop- 
ping of a few shots outside and al- 
most a full house in. Saturday the 
revolution broke out, Irigoyen was 
deposed and--the theatres. shut. 
Sunday night they reopened and the 
Paris packed in extra chairs. 


“Such Men Are: Dangerous” 
opened on the Friday martial law 
was declared, It went fair, but pa- 
trons weren’t decided whether to 
remain or go home, rumors being 
current that all sorts of things were 
to happen. 

Incidentally “Such Men” opened 
at Max Glucksmann’s Grand Splen- 
did Theatre. That’s the name of the 
house, though “Variety” won't stand 
for it. Every time it is cabled a 
picture opened at the Grand Splen- 
did, “Variety” either says it went 
on at the “Grand” and the “Splen- 
did,” or that the picture went over 
grand and/or splendid. 

Mogador Company at. the Opera 
theatre opened Tuesday with “No, 
No, Nanette.” Went well, thanks to 
efficient troupes—this company 
packs four, Albertina Rasch’s, Rolf 
Biller’s, Phillis Page’s and Phil 
Newstead’s Boys—while principals 
are poor with sole exception of M. 
Pasqualli, who carries the load. 
Public still biting at $8 top, around 
$3 U. S., and company is making 
money. Seems that if more had 
been spent on principals and pro- 
ductions and less on troupes would 
have resulted in better shows. 
Scenery mostly paper, which is edsy 
to pack and can be folded—has been 
judged from the creases. Still, Ar- 
gentines don’t worry, so why should 
Mogador? 

Universal made 200 feet of revo- 
lution film, said to be a beat. Dis- 
patched by air mail to reach N, Y. 
in about nine days. 


German-Russian Agency 
Deal in Bookings 


Berlin, Sept. 23. 

The German world  pbooking 
agency for vaudeville acts called 
Parenne, in which it is planned to 
concentrate all foreign engagements 
for native players, has signed at 
least one agreement with another 
nation, 

Deal is with the Russian state 
agency, known as the Zentropos 
Redrabis. That’makes it definite 
all German engagements for the 
Soviet territory must go through 
Parenne, 


Bum 


(Continued from page 1) 


with a suit of dinner clothes which 
he must don for nightly perform- 
ances, but he goes before the mouth- 
piece that is to take him into mil- 
lions of homes without provision to 
meet an emergency of pronouncia- 
tion, 

The pathos of an announcer going 
a foreign tongue without 
knowing what it’s all about occa- 
sions foolish errors. 

Mozart’s “Non so piu” (meaning 
“I do not know what I do’) has 
been interpreted as “None so pure” 
in broadcasts from one of the great 
radio stations of America. 

The Scherzo from “A Midsummer 
Night’s Dream” has been announced 
as the “shirt-so.” 

Tschaikowsky has, become “cow” 
with two indefinite syllables on 
either end; Griege has come across 
as “Griggy”’; Bizet has received 
phonetic treatment, and Debussy 
unfailingly rhymes with pussy. 

One announcer, faced with the 
problem of announcing “Faust” by 
Charles Gounod, called him merely 
Charles. The mispronunciations are 
never glib—they come only after 
much stammering and_ tortured 
hesitation and, according to the 
complaints which stations continue 
to ignore, are the most potent rea- 
son for holding radio up to ridicule. 


Directing Spanish 
Hollywood, Sept. 238. 
Edward Venturni will direct Par- 


amount’s Spanish' “The Spoilers.” 


COHAN 


British International Pictures has 
taken a six months’ lease on the 
George M,. Cohan, legit house, to ex. 
ploit its British pictures. 

“Young Woodley” will be first te 
open, 


Imports Nuts About 
Hollywood—If Town 
Is Nuts About Them 


Hollywood, Sept. 23, 

The foreign film people here are 
simply kuh-razy about Hollywood, 
The French femmes, particularly, 
“like Hollewood veree mooch.” 

Those who've clicked particularly 
are enjoying an affluence and stand. 
ing never before within their ken in 
native haunts, because, as has hap- 
pened, the studio people tear up old 
contracts and voluntarily issue im. 


proved terms if the players or writ. 
ers prove themselves. 

The continentals go big for and 
with the social stuff; also, they 
fancy the open-work patio menages, 
wide open places (which covers 
plenty of territory); even the Holly- 
wood brand of ginsethic sin—and, 
of course, “zee Americanine dol- 
laire.” 


NO AUSTRALIAN CHOICE 
YET ANNOUNCED BY Fox 


No choice of an American theatre 
operator has been announced as yet 
by Fox to supervise its 110 theatres 
in the Antipodes, recently purchased 
by Fox from Hoyts over there. 

Of the names mentioned last week 
as under most favorable considera- 
tion for the post, Hershel Stuart 


still appears to have the lead. He is 
the Fox-Poli theatre operator in 
New England at present. 

It’s said Stuart is. awaiting an 
opportunity to talk to Harley Clarke, 
at the latter’s invitation, on the 
subject. The matter of Fox West 
Coast may also come up at that 
time. 


PAR SQUARING 


English Indies May Be Placated by 
Graham in London 


London, Sept, 23. 

Indications are that Paramount 
has changed its attitude toward the 
booking deadlock in the northern 
provinces involving the Cinemato- 
graph Exhibitors’ Association. 

Company has invited Thomas 
Ormiston; executive of the associa- 
tion, to meet John Graham, Para- 
mount chief, in London tomorrow 
(24) to discuss the dispute. 

Ike Collins, in charge of Para- 
mount sales up north, is said to 
have run into what amounts: to 4 
boycott against Paramount prod- 
uct following Graham's brusque 
treatment of an association delega~- 
tion that called upon him some time 
ago. 


‘Mamba,’ German-Barred 


Berlin, Sept. 23. 
The censors have forbidden ¢%- 
hibition of the American picture 
“Mamba,” at the suggestion of the 
German Foreign Office. is 
Point is raised that the picture ~ 
capable of interpretation as i 
German. It is now suggested tha: 
it be shown at a private vipwins 
before the press to test the faine 
of the ban. 


Chaplin’s in Nov. with 
U. A. Distribution 
Holly wood, 


Chaplin has reached 
tion agrtement with United AT 
for it. 
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“VARIETY’S” LONDON OFFICE 
. 8 ST. Martin’s Place, Trafalgar Square 


FOREIGN FILM NEWS 


CABLE ADDRESS: VARIETY, LONDON 1 
Temple Bar 5041-5042 


FILM 


Electrics with Films Against 


-Confiscatory Taxation Abroad 


Confiscatory taxation on the part 
of foreign governments will not be 
countenanced not only by the Amer- 
ican film industry but by the Amer- 
ican electrics. Both go on record in 
this respect this week. The New 
Zealand boycott, approved at the 
Hays headquarters, is followed by 
one of the electrics against Aus- 
tralia. 

In New Zealand demands of that 
government for 25% of the gross re- 
ceipts totaled by American films at 
its theatres further impose a 124%% 
income tax, making the tribute of 
American producers close to 40%. 

Australia, according to General 
Electric sources, has taken a stand 
which makes it physically impos- 
sible to ship equipment into that 
country, a Photophone executive 
stating the same runs into close to 
105%. The General talker equip- 
ment people now admit serious con- 
sideration of entering negotiation 
with an Australian manufacturer to 
produce equipment within the 
bounds of that country, thereby 
evading the tax bugaboo. 


The impression in electric circles 
Monday was that the excessive tax 
is imposed solely with the idea of 
building up native manufactories. 


The Hays stand against New 
Zealand is described as the last is- 
sue and one that will be permanent 
unless the Government re-considers 
proposed legislation for its drastic 
eut-in. 

Imperial Conference 

Going on record at this time is 
also regarded as particularly sig- 
nificant with the Imperial Confer- 
ence coming off in London within 
afew weeks. Then the representa- 
tives of all Britain’s provinces will 
be in conclave and the subject of 
dealing with the home country will 
be gone into detail. 


Withdrawal of American produ- 
cers in New Zealand was known in 
that country several days before the 
action taken at the Hays meeting in 
New York. Paramount’s represen- 
tative, leaving for the United States 
at the time, is credited in a cable 
to “Variety” with having then made 
the statement that Hays distribu- 
tors will not deal with New Zealand 
until it removes the tax slug. 


Censorship in Greece 
Despite Native Exhibs 


Athens, Sept. 23. 

The Greek government has set up 
@ censoring body to act on all 
foreign pictures brought into this 
country. Statement is that control 
Over the screen is for the purpose 
of compelling exhibition of pictures 
of educational value. 

Legislation just carried out pro- 
vides heavy fines for violation of 
the censor law. 

The exhibitors marshalled all 
their resources to defeat it, urging 
that the business is already under 
Severe restrictions and a staggering 
load of taxation. 


Family Ties Tied-Up 


Paris, Sept. 23. 
_ Casting influenced here by that 
Same loyal family feeling that 
nce is noted for, 
_ Abel Tarride, director of “L’As,” 
Signed his 25-year-old son for the 
juvenile lead. Duval, from. the 


@ ™usIcal piece “Cinesonor,” cast his 


83-year-old son as the heroine’s 
child, 


“Jazz” Hit in Denmark 


Copenhagen, Sept. 23. 
Palace, largest of the Copenhagen 
Picture houses, is playing “King of 
Jazz.” Reviewers say it is one of 
the best talkers from the States. 
Jong run is assured. Jazz” Is 
ating “Paramount on Parade,” 
running currently, 


ENGLISH INDIES’ CO-OP 


Renters’ Society Takes Action 
Against Pooled Bookings 


London, Sept. 23. 

As a sequel to the move by the 
independent exhibitors to form co- 
operative booking combines is the 
action by the Kinematograph Rent- 
ers’ Society refusing to book pic- 
tures into time controlled by the 
indie society. 

Renters’ Society is now all-Amer- 
ican, the English distributors hav- 
ing allowed its membership to lapse. 

Two such exhibitor date poolings 
are now in operation, one in Man- 
chester and another in London. 


CANADIAN WAY 
STALLING 


Toronto, Sept. 23. 

Independent picture men _ hold 
their annual powwow here next 
week determined to ask concessions 
from the government. These in- 
clude the plea that amusement 
taxes up to and including 50c ad- 
missions be dropped; that the gov- 
ernment abandon its plan to classi- 
fy all projection men as to ability 
and that it withdraw an order that 
after next May all houses must be 
fireproof, or else. 

It looks like two strikes on the 
committee already. 
Pete Nolan, who runs an Ottawa 
chain, will say his piece to the 
prime minister who is sure to re- 
ply: “I will consider the matter’— 
and then forget it. 


Protested Cutting of 
English-Made Talker 
By Par’s London Mgr. 


London, Sept. 23. 

British International Pictures’ 
“Kiss Me, Sergeant,” now at the 
Cariton as second feature on a 
double bill headed by “The Big 
Pond” (Par), has filed complaint the 
Paramount manager cut the picture 
extensively. 

B-I-P alleges the cutting ruined 
the talker and injured the good will 
of the producer with audiences. 
British International threatened to 
take legal action, with the difficulty 
smoothed over by the theatre re- 
storing the deleted footage, 


Italian Talker Revue 


Rome, Sept. 23. 

Pittaluga’s company, it is an- 
nounced, is about to undertake the 
production of a series of musical 
revue pictures. 

Production will have an interna- 
tional angle with elaborate Italian 
folk song and dance sequences, For 
this purpose a sound truck will 
shortly be put upon the road to tour 
the countryside, taking native 
scenes from time to time to be 
blended into the production. 


“Lockende Ziel,” German 
The Hague, Sept. 23. 

Current bills at the local picture 
houses include the Tauber film, 
“Lockende Ziel,” strong in its sec- 
ond week at the City. 

“Love Parade” is in its third week 
at the Passage, while the Gebouw 
has a revival of “The Big Parade.” 


Studio’s P. A. 
London, Sept. 23. 
British International has en- 
gaged Pontefract as studio pub- 
licity man, filling a vacancy of over 


a year’s standing. 
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ABROAD 


Nations Under Impression 
Hollywood Pulling Gold- 
en Stream, Seeking Tariff 
or Tax Advantage for 
Native Talker Importa- 
tions—New Zealand Cited 


U. S. CAN’T STAND IT. 


While Boston Tea Parties are be- 
ing held in important parts of the 
American industry, longer heads in 
more intimate contact with the sit- 
uation are advising that foreign 
governments be placated; that re- 
prisals of the materia! sort are the 
last stand and mean total loss ‘in 
Hollywood footage throughout the 
world which, in silent days, meant 
40% of the gross revenue on every 
master print. 

Endorsement of a League of Film 
Nations to restore, or aid in its 
bringing about, the olden confidence 
in the American film market, is 
made by those who would placate 
to the last degree. 

Burned by ad valorem tactics of 
New Zealand, a group of producers’ 
representatives in session last 
Thursday (18) went on record as 
rather withholding American prod- 
uct than contributing to the sup- 
port of foreign governments until 
all chances of return are completely 
milked. 

“The New Zealand government 
wants what practically amounts to 
25% of our gross receipts in its 
country,” said one executive who 
attended the meeting. ‘“‘We can’t 
pay it and live in that country, 50 
the best thing to do is not to pay 
it and avoid that and all other 
countries which foliow such con- 
fiscatory lines.” 

The meeting was partly brought 
on by the Fox situation in adja- 
cent Australia, it being claimed that 
less than a handful of the 110 Hoyt 
houses that organization recently 
acquired are in New Zealand. 

Education 

Enlightening foreign countries on 
added cost of sound, also almost 
doubling the production budget by 
the need of foreign versions and 
their making abroad, is advocated 
as the first step toward solving the 
problem by high foreign contacts 
for the industry. 

That practically all countr&s 
abroad now figure gold is pouring 
into American producer offices at 
twice the gait of the silent days, 
and that this opinion is shared not 
only by the citizenries but by the 
governments, is an impression so 
rampant it will take much patience 
and time to eradicate or counteract 
it. 

Snub the rest of the world while 
this anti-American, or squeeze 
mania, is fomenting and, in the 
opinions of logical minds who are 
opposing all dictatorial tactics, 
present suspicions will be confirmed 
and the tariff raising, indulged in 
so far by a few countries, will reach 
the proportions of an epidemic, 
which will take years to stem, 

Germany and France are cited 
by foreign students who have rep- 
resented the American industry as 
among those willing to be placated, 
but, if riled by strong arm meas- 
ures, to be among the first to unite 
in a front with the world to block 
Hollywood. 

Nearly all American producers are 
now preparing to enter Germany, 
after the lock-out of over a year. 
Paramount, Fox, Radio and others, 
with Universal even set to open a 
studio in Berlin. 

The Paris treaty on the interna- 
tional sound patents situation will 
be formally ratified within the next 
few months, or as soon as 4@ score 
or more of attorneys, representing 
various interests, can agree on its 
verbiage. Copies of it are in local 
film home offices and are being 


NATIONS 


COMMISSION MEETING 


Postponed Until End of September— 
Gesture of Friendliness 


Paris, Sept. 23. 


The diplomatic absence of several 
members has been used to justify 
postponement of the meeting of the 
Cinema Commission until the end 
of this month. 


Meanwhile, Minister of Fine Arts 
has paid a visit to the Joinville 
studios of Paramount, 


When the commission does meet, 
it is expected it will make a gesture 
of friendliness toward Paramount in 
a decision covering the French pro- 
ducing operations as bona fide busi- 
ness, 


Twist of the delayed meeting is 
that the decision will then appear 
as based on an impersonal survey 
of the Fine Arts ministry and not 
upon the unqualified instructions of 
the foreign ministry. 


MEXICO AS NEW FIELD 
FOR AM. VAUDE ACTS 


Mexico City, Sept. 23. 
One of the American theatre cir- 
cuits is making a survey here with 
an eye to trying out the American 
kind of vaudeville, according to talk 
among showmen. 


Mexican theatre managers declare 
they have no knowledge of such a 
project, but express the view such 
an undertaking might meet with 
success. View is based on the ex- 
cellent showing made by standard 
American and other imported acts 
in this territory. 


Public here is rather hard up, but 
eager for something different in the 
way of entértainment. 

Specialty bills are sometimes of- 
fered in picture houses in conjunc- 
tion with pictures, but acts are al- 
most entirely native singers and 
dancers. 


Distribs Undisturbed 
By Threats of Danish 
Exhibs Over Rentals 


Copenhagen, Sept. 23. 

Following the failure of the Nor- 
wegian distributors to stand off the 
exhibitors’ demand for lower ren- 
tals, the Corporation of Danish 
Cinema Owners called an extraordi- 
nary meeting. 

Session adopted a resolution call- 
ing for a boycott unless the dis- 
tributors set up a maximum scale 
of 20% for talkers, with percentage 
figured on the gross. 

Failing a favorable decision along 
these lines, the exhibitors declared 
they will set up their own distrib- 
uting machine. 

Regular distributors refused to be 
moved by the demand and threat of 
exhibitor-distribution. 


The Pope and von Stroheim 


Rome, Sept. 23. 
The Pope granted a private audi- 
ence Thursday (18) to Mr. and Mrs. 
Eric von Stroheim, 


Millison’s Contract 


London ,Sept. 23. 

Following his debut on the sound 
sereen in “Almost a Honeymoon,” 
Clifford Millison has been engaged 
by British International. 

He will be cast in “Red Dog,” 
dialog story of night life locale to 
be made by Monty Banks. 

Another PIP production, growing 
out of the hook-up with German 
interests, will be a dramatization of 
the famous Dreyfus case, with 


studied. 


Europe Holds Many Cities for 
De Luxers—Kent and Bi-Linguals 


Paris, Sept. 23. 
Europe can stand 50 deluxe pic- 
ture theatres, it is claimed. Also 
asserted this is one of the purposes 
of Sidney Kent’s current visit on be- 
half of Paramount, to make a sur- 
vey with that in mind. 


On the Continent and in Great 
Britain at present there are not 
over 30 houses to be classed as de- 
duxe. This leaves the large major- 
ity of ali other wired houses. as 
deficient in projection. That is one 
of the most injurious angles over 
here against a widespread interest 
in talkers at present. 


Kent will have to include in his 
survey the political angles in all 
countries. Some may look bother- 
some just now to American busi- 
ness, 


Kent has not issued any state- 
ment. It is not thought he will go 
into this possible phase. ; 


Sid Kent reached Paris this morn- 
ing on the “Berengaria.” His visit 
will decide the fate, it is said, of 
Paramount's Joinville studio near 
here, 

Situation seems to be whether the 
Paramount local plant shall be the 
source of bi-lingual talkers for Cen- 
tral Europe. That question reverts 
to the original argument of suffi- 
cient returns in the various coun- 
tries for the production cost those 
separate producing units would en- 
tail, even if made at Joinville. 

Rather, the report is, the New 
York idea is talkers in the four most 
universal languages of this side, 
with talkers of the _ respective 
tongues preferably made in the na- 
tions of their nativity. 

This would include principally 
Germany, with France also, besides 
Spanish and Italian. 

Mrs. Kent is with Paramount's 
general manager, 


CHILE HAS 1ST S. A. 
NATIVE MADE TALKER 


Buenos Aires, Sept. 23. 

Advices from Chile, Argentine’s 
sister republic to the west, report 
the production of the first South 
American dialog film called “The 
Love Song,” sponsored by the Page 
Bros. as producers. 

Picture is a riot of action, accord- 
ing to the reports, having sequences 
of prize fights, a fire fighting epi- 
sode and spicy love interest. Mem- 
bers of the Anglo-American colony 
at Santiago acted as extras, while 
the principals are local players, 
Picture was directed by Juan Perez, 
who is said to have had Hollywood 
experience. 

Glucksmann’s sound recording ap- 
paratus used. Picture is 
scheduled to be shown here at the 
Carrara theatre following the run 
of “The Rogue Song” (M-G-M). 


Rome’s Release Delay 


Rome, Sept. 23. 

Paramount has again deferred the 
release of its Italian language ver- 
sions here, this time probably until 
the first week in October. 

Release of the first Pittaluga pro- 
duction will be two weeks later, it 
is expected. 


Kinema’s New S.A. House 


Cape Town, Sept. 23. 
Kinemas, Ltd., will open its new 
picture house, Adelphi at Seapoint, 
suburb of Cape Town, Sept. 25, 
initial attraction being ‘“Cookoos” 
(Radio). 
Capacity of 1,200. 


Hutton on Publicity 
London, Sept. 23. 
Clayton Hutton, publicity head for 
Gaumont British’s West End housea, 
will also do the publicity for that 
firm’s new Victoria. 


Thomas Bentley at the meg. 


House is due to open Oct. 6, 
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8 VARIETY 


PICTURE GROSSES 


Wednesday, September 24, 1930 


9 Specials Stand Up on B'way 


Roxy in Person 


and Gang Given 


Credit Sending Roxy to $98,000 


A most unspectacular week for 
Broadway picture theatres, with 
hardly a figure of note, and medioc- 
rity prevailing in most cases. 
Sticky weather throughout’ the 
greater part of the time, just be- 
ginning to really let up, may be the 
alibi. 

“Outward Bound” (WB) opened 
with plaudits plenty from the press 
boys who had the first night all to 
themselves and plenty of time to 
write about it. It looks like a 
promiser, with $7,000 in the first 
two days at the Hollywood. 

The Hughes “Hell’s Angel” is go- 
{ng on record as fluctuating less 
than any long termer in its first 
seven weeks. The twin house re- 
ceipts again are in the $33,000 class. 

None of the big change houses 
has anything to wax hectic about 
in the way of receipts. Roxy heads 
them with $98,000. This is no 
thanks to the feature picture, “The 
Last of the Duanes,”’ but to Roxy 
himself, who personally appeared 
with the gang and soloed at every 
performance. Paramount and Cap- 
itol both did $71,000, each bettering 
by around 10 grand the previous 
week. Canitol with “Call of the 
Flesh” should have done better. 

Rialto and Rivoli at $33,000 with 
“Animal Crackers” and $31,000 with 
“Monte Carlo,” respectively, com- 
ing down over $8,000 each. At these 
figures, can retain same product for 
another week or so, 

“Abraham Lincoln” at.the Cen- 
tral and “Old English” at the War- 
ner still keeping up their stride at 
the regular nicking of a few hun- 
dred each week. 

“Big Boy,” Jolson picture, goes 
out tomorrow (25), after doing only 
$22,800 for the entire week. “The 
Office Wife,” held in readiness dur- 
ing the past week for emergency 
purposes, goes in the Winter Gar- 
den. 

The Globe took licking with Ra- 
dio’s “Leathernecking,” to only 
$14,000, while the Strand holding 
“Three Faces East” over for a 2d 
week did better than its average 
first week with $32,000. 


Estimates for the Past Week 


Astor — “Big House” (Metro) 
(1,120; $1-$1.50) (14th week). At 
$18,400 in this late date figures are 
excellent, 

Capitol—Call of Flesh” (Metro) 
(4,620; 25-85-$1.50). At $71,400 
nearly $10,000 better than previous 
week. 

Criterion-Gaiety—‘Hell’s Angels” 
(Caddo) (1,678; $1-$2.50) (7th 
week). Building up rep of never 
being more than a few centuries 
one way or the other. It’s kept 
above 30 grand since opening. For 
last week the $33,900 speaks vol- 


umes for SRO in these two tiny 
houses, 

Central—‘Abraham Lincoln” (UA) 
(916; $1-$2) (4th week). Just 


losing few hundred each week, but 
at $16,900 drooping. 

Globe—‘‘Leathernecking” (Radio) 
(1,065; 30-50-75). Worst dive taken 
at this house in weeks is the $14,- 
300. 

Hollywood — “Outward Bound” 
(WB) (1,066; $1-$2). A gem. First 
two days netted $7,200. 

Paramount—‘Follow Thru” (Par) 
(3,665; 65-85-$1). Paramount can 
do much better than $71,800 in 
right season. This, however, $6,000 
ahead of previous week. 

Rialto—‘Animal Crackers” (Par) 
(2,000; 40-60-85-$1) (3d week). A 
drop of almost $11,000 in week, but 


at $33,000 fair enough, although 
bringing close in sight. 

Rivoli — “Monte Carlo” (Par) 
2,200; 40-65-85-$1) (4th week). 


This one at $30,900 just $8,000 under 
previous figure, signifies duration. 

Roxy — “Last of Duanes” (Fox) 
(6,205; 50-75-$1.50). Rough and 
ready western made along grind 
lines and the figure at $97,900 better 
than in past three weeks. Roxy on 
the stage all week introducing the 
gang takes precedence in this cal- 
culation. 

Strand—“Three Faces East” (WB) 
(2,900; 25-50-75) (2d week). At 
$32,900 in 2d and final week, did 
better than the average program’s 
first week. Figure is good $5,000 
ever usual business registered here 
in some time. 

Warners — “Old English” (WB) 

(1,400; $1-$2) (4th week). Holding 
up better than expected, this one 
hitting at this time $19,300. Gives 
every indication of staying on. 
_ Winter Garden—‘‘Big Boy” (WB) 
(1,418; 35-85-$1) (2d week). At 
$22,800, low in this house for ist 
week and out tomorrow (25), when 
“The Office Wife’ goes in. For 
two days in the previous week the 
Jolson picture did $9,690, while for 
the other five days, completing that 
week, “The Dawn Patrol” registered 
$12,500. 


[EXPLOITATION HELPS 
LOUISVILLE HOUSES 


Louisville, Sept. 23. 
(Draw. Pop., 500,000) 
Weather: Warm 


This town is going nerts over ex- 
ploitation. The remarkable results 
obtained during the past few weeks 
have justified every medium used. 

Aiamo coiiected over 50,0600 names 
and addresses on “chance” cards 
in 10 days on a hook-up with the 
local Frigidaire distributor, and last 
week staged a similar stunt, using a 
Crosley radio as bait. Neither tie- 
up costs the house a cent. 

Brown gathered 100,000 coupons 
from customers anxious to win the 
little American Austin, on the side- 
walk in front of the theatre for the 
past 30 days. This stand also has 
gone into the thrift books. One free 
admission is given to each ticket 
purchaser when cash is accom- 
panied by thrift slip. 

Business improved with both of 
these houses and also held up well 
with Loew’s and the Strand. Lat- 
ter has its first h. 0. in many weeks 
in “Common Clay.” Cleves Kinkead 
who wrote the piece is a native. 


Estimates for Last Week 


Alamo (4th Ave.) (1,100; 15-25- 
40)—“‘On Your Back” (WB). Slight 
increase due to exploitation. $5,100. 
Brown (Brown) 1,509; 15-25-40)— 
“Holiday” (Radio). Ann Harding 
strong fav and $4,900 attributed to 
her. 

Mary Anderson (R-K-O) (1,387; 
30-50) —‘“Way of All Flesh” (Par). 
Increased returns but agony in 
sealed room too prolonged for 
femmes. $4,300. 

Rialto (R-K-O) (2,940; 30-50)— 
“Follow Thru” (Par). Nancy Car- 
roll hot in color. Buddy’s voice off. 
Jack Haley carried it “thru’”—other- 


wise n.s.g. $4,800. 
State (Loew) (3,252; 35-50)— 
“Madam Satan” (M-G). Reginald 


Denny, here for first time, scored 
mildly with Kay Johnson. $9,300. 

Strand (4th Ave.) (1,865; 35-50)— 
“Common Clay” (Fox). Had them 
on their ears. Off to strong start on 
2d week. $7,500. 

Walnut (Laffell) (9,800; 10-15-25) 
—‘‘Sweethearts on Parade” (Col). 
Weak sister opened new, season at 
this house. $1,900. 

Hollywood Showboat (Mancke) 
(700; 25-50-75)—“‘The Hoodlum,” 
20th week and. still here. Fair at 
$1,300. 


No Stage Shows Hurt 
In Detroit Last Week 


Detroit, Sept. 23. 


Elimination of stage shows has 
had its affect on business around 
town. With no immediate concilia- 
tion in sight the theatres, with the 
exception of the Fox, reduced their 
prices after one week of poor busi- 
ness. The Duncan Sisters as the 
only attraction on the stages of the 
local film houses did a very good 
business considering. 


Estimates for Last Week 


Michigan—“Love in the Rough” 
(Metro) (4,045; 35-50-75). Well 
liked. Duncan Sisters did fair 
business. Good considering un- 
settled musical situation. $31,500. 

Fox—“‘On Your Back” (Fox) 
(5,000; 15-25-50). Hurt less by 
strike because playing lower price 
seale. $32,000. 

Fisher—“The Sea God” (Par) 
(2,300; 15-25-50). Low scale helped 
little but weak picture and no stage 
show meant quite low. $18,500. 

RKO Downtown—“Rain or Shine” 
(Col) (2,700; 15-25-50). Joe Cook 
didn’t mean as much here as else- 
where but picture played to nice 
business. This house needs more 
than picture to get them in. Prob- 
ably have to go into vaudefilm 
policy. Making little money at 
$21,000. 

United Artists—‘“Follow Thru” 
(Par) (3,000; 25-35-50-75-90). Suf- 
fered as all musicals have for some 
time. Two weeks plenty. $15,400. 

State—‘Monte Carlo” (Par) (3,- 
000; 35-50-75). Sophisticated film 
well liked but problematic if it can 
draw enough carriage trade. This 
house hasn't had a hit since De- 
troit had a mayor. Did enough to 
warrant 2d week. $12,500. 

Paramount — “Animal 
(Par) (3,000; 35-50-75). Played to 
four weeks of gravy. Enough to 
lift the mortgage. Every -one sat- 


Crackers” 


isfied. $8,300. 
Madison — “Anybody’s Woman” 
(Par) (1,750; 35-50-75). Atha big 


at Michigan, 2d here 


$9,800 


week 
satisfactory. 


IMPORTANT EVERYWHERE 


To world travelers the BELLE- 
VUE-STRATFORD in Philadelphia 
is one of the few outstanding hotels. 


Its famous PALM GARDEN and 
GRILL ROOM are particularly im- 
portant everywhere, They» must be 
visited to be fully appreciated. 

For fifteen consecutive years 
MEYER DAVIS' ORCHESTRAS 
have been the feaiured musical at- 
tractions. 


Century, Balto, $16,000, 
And No Stage Show 


Baltimore, Sept. 23. 
(Draw. Pop,, 850,000) 
Weather: fair 
Legits are back but in this town 
are not serious competitors to the 
screens, 


Estimates for Last Week 


Century (Loew) “The Spoilers” 
(3,100; 25-60). Maintained good 
average which, while under the old 
stage show policy, is probably bet- 
ter with nut down about $8,600. Not 
a flapper feature. Good at $16,000. 
Stanley (Loew, Stanley-Crandall) 
“Monte Carlo” (3,600; 25-60). Class 
picture. Notices good and smart 
draw. Satisfactory at $18,000. 
Rivoli (Wilson) “Rain or Shine” 
(2,000; 25-60). Doing finely since 
fall reopening; $9,000, 

Valencia (Loew) “Dawn Patrol” 


(1,500; 25-35). Just under average 
at $2,700. 

Parkway (Loew) “Good News” 
(1,000; 25-35). Drew well; $4,000, 
satisfactory. 

Metropolitan (Warner - Equity) 
“Office Wife” (1,300; 15-50). Best 


break in some time; $4,800. 
Keith’s (Schanbergers) “Journey’s 
End” (2,500; 25-50). Pretty good 
week. Edge off war stuff, no doubt. 
No kick at $7,500. 
Auditorium (1,600; 25-$1). Held 
over to 2d week. Fair at $4,500. 
Hippodrome (Pearce & Scheck) 
“Young Desire” ((2,200; 25-50). 
Now combo competing with Palace 


with Hipp’s last season’s. stage 
troupe. Satisfactory, but not big 
at $7,500. 

Palace (Jermon) “Paradise Is- 
land” (2,000; 25-50). Maintaining 
satisfactory average; $7,200. 

New (Mechanic) “Song My 0’ 


Heart” (1,400; 25-50). Delivered as 
per expectation; $11,500. 


Plenty of Red Splashed Over 


Picture Houses in Loop Last Week 


LEGIT IN MONTREAL 
GOT $15,000 LAST WK. 


Montreal, Sept. 23. 
(Draw. Pop., 600,000) 
Weather: Cool 


Legit theatre, His Majesty’s, had 
“Marigold” at $2.50 top and picked 
up second biggest gross of week at 
$15,000. Plays Toronto this week 
(22), then Detroit and after goes 
into New York. 

Reduced prices and no vaude at 
Loew’s and Imperial caused dip in 
gross at beth theatres, but other 
main stems had around average. 
Palace hit the high at $16,500 with 
“Manslaughter.” 

Capitol repeated “All Quiet” after 
five-week run at His Majesty’s three 
months ago, giving 25c matinees 
from 10:15 to 12:30, and 7ic top 
nights. $14,000. Fair gross. Loew's 
“Way Out West” got $11,500, much 
below average vaude grosses but 
good on reduced scale. Princess 
picked up around $7,000 with “At- 
lantic” that had just previously 
piayed a week at His Majesty’s at 
3150 top. Imperial with “Road to 
Paradise” had fair week on ceduced 
adinish and no vaude at. $6,500. 

Neighborhoods had standout week. 


Estimates for Last Week 


Palace (FP) (2,700; 40-75)—‘*Man- 
slaughter” (Par). $16,500, good. 
Capitol (FP) (2,700; 40-75)— 
“Western Front” (UU). “Thrift” 
matinees at 25c brought queues. 
$14,000. 
Loew’s (FP) (3,200; 25-50)—‘“Way 
Out West” (M-G-M). Good shorts. 
Fell to $11,500 on lower prices. 


Princess (CT) (2,300; 35-60)— 
“Atlantic” (British). Just got by. 
$7,000. 


Imperial (FP) (1,900; 50)—“Road 
to Paradise’ (FN). Hard hit by 
loss of vaude; $6,500. 

Roxy (Ind) (600; 50)—‘‘Throw of 
Dic” (British) (3d week); $2,500. 


SHEA’S BUFFALO HITS 
GOOD WK AT $37,800 


Buffalo, Sept. 23. 
(Draw. Pop., 500,000) 
Weather: Fair 
With the exception of Shea’s Buf- 
falo business last week failed to 
show much, 


Estimates for Last Week 


Buffalo (Publix) (3,600; 30-40-65) 
—‘Sap From Syracuse” (Par). 
“Noah’s Ark” on stage. “Flesh” on 
stage thing here; $37,800. 

Century (Publix) (3,400; 40-60)— 
“Animal Crackers” (Par) (3d week). 
Off sharply to $7,800. 

Hip (Publix) (2,400; 
“Bright Lights” (FN). 
Okay at $17,100. 

Great Lakes (Fox) (3,400; 25-35- 
50)—“‘Sea Wolf” (Fox). Held even 
here for $14,000. 


40-60)— 
Vaude. 


Pittsburgh Not So Hot for Couple 
Of Talkers—Stanley High, $31,000 


Pittsburgh, Sept. 23. 
(Draw pop. 1,000,000) 


Weather: warm 
Things looked up a trifle last 
week, with Aldine running way 


ahead on “Animal Crackers” to siz- 
zling $18,500, best week house has 
had since “Sunny Side Up.” Holds 
over. 

Stanley started off with a roar 
with “Dixiana,” although picture 
roundly panned. Takings over $20,- 
000 for first three days but eased off 
and ended up with $31,000, below 
expectations but satisfactory. This 
is a Joe E. Brown burg, his “Hold 
Everything” holding a couple of 
house records around here, so credit, 
if any, goes to the wide-mouth boy 
rather than Radio’s musical, Brown 
on stage all week. 

“Anybody’s Woman,” rated one 
of poorest Ruth Chatterton’s, just 
got by at Penn at $29,800, with 
little help from brief undersea bal- 
let presentation. “All Quiet” off in 
2d week at pop prices at Warner. 
About $10,000 and made way for 
“Scarlet Pages” Friday after dis- 
appointing fortnight. 

In East Liberty, things pretty 
sad. Enright fell off with “Way of 
All Men,” which received a severe 
drubbing from cricks, to $10,300, 
while Sheridan Square couldn't feel 
very pert with $3,500 for “Eyes of 


Estimates for Last Week 

Adline (Loew’s) (1,900; 35-50)— 
“Animal Crackers” (Par). Worthy 
successor to. ‘‘Cocoanuts” and right 
up in the big dough at $18,500. Stays 
over. Gene Dennis on stage for 3d 
week and mats big, women going 
plenty for the psychic stuff. 

Enright (WB) 3,700: 25-35-40-60) 
—“‘Way of All Men” (FN). Spanked 
soundly and way off at $10,250. First 
bad week since Dick Powell re- 
turned to stage as m. ¢c. 

Harris (WB) (1,800; 10-20-30-40) 
—“A Notorious Affair” (FN). 
Eased by on cast names and fairly 
presentable at $5,000. That’s money 
here. 

Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3,300; 25-35- 
60-75)—“‘Anybody’s Woman” (Par). 
Okay at $29,800. No help from stage. 

Sheridan Sq. (Radio) (1,200; 25- 
35-50)—Tip-off on “Eyes of the 
World” (UA) when they had to 
stick it into a naborhood. Reason 
evident from weak $3,500. 

Stanley (WB) (3,600; 25-35-60)— 
“Dixiana” (R-K-O) roundly panned 
but Joe E. Brown in person brought 
them in. Excellent $31,000. Slightly 
below expectations but satisfactory. 

Warner (WB) (2,000; 25-35-60)— 
“All Quiet” (U). Off again in 2d 
week to weak $10,000 and out. 
House believed to be scaled too 


the World.” 


high for straight picture stand. 


Chicago, Sept. 23. 


Picture business was generally 
off all through the loop, with only 
a couple of brighter spots shining 
in the haze, 

Oriental went brutally into the 
red, sinking to $22,500 with “Big 
Boy.” 

“Abraham Lincoln” came into the 
town’s new arty house, the Punch 
and Judy, run by the same folkg 
who have the sure-seater Cinema, 
up in Chi’s Greenwich Village on 
the northside. “Lincoln” 
comes in on a road show basis, 
with the opening night scaled at 
$11 and $5. They guessed wrong on 
that one, however, with the house 
far from a sellout. This town won't 
go for such prices. 


Estimates for Last Week 


Castle (Beck) (299; 35-50-60). 
“Bride of the Regiment” (FN). Pie- 
ture slid nicely in its 4th week to 
$5,300. 

Chicago (Publix-B. & K.) (4,000; 
50-75-85)—"3 Faces East” (WB), 
Stage show. Lillian Roth on stage; 
$51,000. 


McVickers (Publix-B. & K.) (1,< 
865; 50-75-85)—“Spoilers” (Par), 
Good opening week at $31,500. . 

Monroe (Fox) (1,000; 25-40)— 
“Song My Heart” (Fox). From Sid 
Myer, local Fox manager, down, 
they wept slightly at $4,200. 

Oriental (Publix-B. & K.) (3,200; 
50-75-85) —“Big Boy” (WB). Stage 
show. After keeping on the right 
side of the ledger for a good many 


weeks, this house again brought 
headaches, diving at miserable 
$22,500. 


Orpheum (Warner) (750; 35-50)— 
“Dawn Patrol” (FN). Picked house 
up somewhat to $5,000. 


Palace (R-K-O) (2,300: 50-75- 
85)—“Outside the Law.” Got weak 
$19,200. 


Punch and Judy (Machat) (350; 
$1 - $1.50 - $2 - $2.50) — “Abraham 
Lincoln” UA). Roadshow, but 
with probability that it will switch 


this week to three-a-day. House 
formerly legit Central. Following 
performances capacity, meaning . 


$450 for mats, and $750 evenings. 
If house goes to three-a-day, sup- 
per show will be scaled at night 
prices. $3,800 for first three days. 

- Roosevelt (Publix-B. & K.) (1- 
500; §0-75-85)—“Journey’s End” 
(Tiff). After roadshowing at the 
legit Garrick this summer, comes 
in here for belated run. Started 
nicely, with $8,000 for first three 
days. 

United Artists (Publix-UA) (1,- 


700; 50-75-85)—“Follow Thru” 
(Par). 2d week slid to $16,000. 
Woods (R-K-O) (1,200; 50-75- 


5)—“Leathernecking”’ (Radio). Low 
for this semi-musical. One week, 
died, and out. Red all over at 
$7,700. 


‘What a Widow,’ $24,000, 
Fine at Par, Frisco 


San Franciscop Sept. 23. 

Three holdover films in the nine 
downtown theatres got the low 
grosses. None was very fancy. 

“Sea Wolf” at Fox pulled heavy 
Saturday and Sunday and then 
slipped to the normal pace. 

“What a Widow” at the Para- 
mount pulled strong. 


Estimates for Last Week 


Fox (5,000; 50-65-75-$1)—"Sea 
Wolf” (Fox). Nice at $45,000. 

Warfield (Fox) (2,672; 50-65-90)— 
“Song Heart” (Fox). Continued to 
drop fast in 3d week. Final stanza 
just about over the nut at $10,000. 

Paramount (Publix) (2,698; 35- 
50-65-$1)—“What a Widow” (UA). 
Real honey getting smash opening 
and heavy business to $24,000. 

California (Publix) (2,200; 35-50- 
65-90)—“‘Monte Carlo” (Par). Ave- 
rage. Opened fairly big but showed 
no sign of building and finished at 
around $18,000. 

St. Francis (Publix) (1,375; 35- 
50-90)—“Eyes of World” (UA). 24 
week still sinking. Hit very low 
gross for this house at $6,500. 

Orpheum (R-K-O) (2,270; 25-35- 
50)—“Leathernecking” (Radio). Did 
not get started and slipped grad- 
ually to total of $8,000, 

Golden Gate (R-K-O) (2,485; 305 
40-50-65) —“She’s My Weakness 
(Radic). Plus R-K-O vaude, about 
grand over average. Closed to above 
$16,000. 

Embassy (Wagnon) (1,365; 50-65 
90)—“Moby Dick” (WB). Took 
mal drop in 2a week but profit at 
$9,000. 

Davies 


(Wagnon) (1,150; 35-50)— 
“Borrowed Wives” (Tiff). Just ar 
other reason why this house shoul 
go second run which it is expect 
to do within the next few week® 
Slightly over $4,000. 
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Wednesday, September 24, 1930 


PICTURE GROSSES 


VARIETY 


$17,000, Money, for “Office 


Wife” in Warners Downtown, L. A. 


Los Angeles, Sept. 23. 
(Draw Pop, 1,500,000) 
Weather: Fair and cool 


Several houses are having their 
ups and downs. Warners’ Down- 
town, with $17,000 for the first three 
days of “Office Wife,” tops the sec- 
ond and final week of what “Bad 
Man” did. Money for this period at 
this house is terrific. 

Another change for the better is 
the Pantages. On the first four days 
of the current week with “Let Us Be 
Gay” it got $14,600. This looks like 
a healthy $23,000 week. Pantages 
theatre was out to get that business, 
killing off the State’s downtown 
showing of the Shearer film by her- 
alding “Gay” prematurely and keep- 
ing the Hollywood and Beverly Hills 
customers away from downtown. 


Chinese hit an all-time low with 
“Hells Angels” at $7,200. “Angels” 
leaves Sept. 27, with Fox’s “Big 
Trail” opening Oct. 2. 

Wilshire, neighborhooder of 2,200, 
opened Friday at half-buck top. A 
$9,500 week is indicated. Another 
opening was “Birth of a Nation,” 
synchronized, at the downtown 
President. Latter is the former 
newsreel theatre which flopped with 
that policy. 

“Little Accident” debutted lustily 
and promises about $15,000 for the 
week. In this vigorous climate of 
celluloid and sunshine, where they 
have no such things as rigorous 
censors nor pinks, the theatres cre- 
ate the ballyhoo. “Accident” is an 
example of this. It was heralded as 
not for the kiddies. This suggestive 
angle evidenced good work, in that 
the picture will probably be held 
over. This time it will merit reten- 
tion instead of being held by man- 
date, as was the case of “Rain or 
Shine” in the previous week, when 
the business wasn’t there. 


Estimates for Last Week 


Boulevard (Fox)—‘Man Trouble” 
(Fox) (2,164; 25-50). Below previous 
week, with $5,000 ultimate prospect. 

Carthay Circle (Fox)—‘Holliday” 
(Pathe) (1,500; 75-$1.50) (7th week). 
Doing okay with $11,000 on long 
run, although $3,000 below previous 
week. 

Chinese (Fox) —“Hell’s Angels” 
(Caddo) (2,028; 50-$1.50) (17th wk). 
Air epic sagged sadly to $7,200, new 
record low. 

Criterion (Fox)—“All Quiet” (U) 
(1,600; 25-75) (4th-final wk). Noth- 
ing to brag about between $5,000 
and $6,000 on fourth week. Could 
have been eased out sooner, but 
ee Satan” not due until Sept. 

4. 

Egyptian (UA-Fox)—“Anybody’s 
Woman” (Par) (1,800; 20-65). Im- 
provement over preceding week 
with $8,500 likely for Chatterton. 


State (Loew-Fox)—“Dough Boys” 


(MGM) (2,024; 25-$1). Keaton 
comedy is $25,000 prospect. Just 
all right. Previous week “Let Us 


Be Gay” slowed up after fast start 
for around $40,000. 

Orpheum—“Little Accident” (U) 
(2,270; 50-75) (2d-final wk). With 
$15,000 for week in view. has hold- 
over possibilities. 

Pantages (Fox)—“Let Us Be Gay” 
(MGM) (2,700; 20-40-65-90). Shearer 
talker packing them, with $24,000 
probably cinched. Unusually strong 
Fanchon and Marco unit big con- 
tributor. 

Paramount (Publix)—“The Spoil- 
ers” (Par) (3,595; 25-75). Poor 
stage show plus starless feature 
augurs inauspiciously for current 
week. Probably under $25,000. 

President (Fox-Principal)—“Birth 
of a Nation” (Griffith) (1st wk). 
Back to former minicker, newsreel 
policy here having flopped, “Nation,” 
is sound, opened promisingly, doing 
$3,800 for the first five days. This 
means $5,000 for the week in this 
1,000-seater which isn’t bad. 

RKO—“For the Love o’ Lil” (Co- 
lumbia) (2,950; 30-65). Weak at 
$8,000 despite generous exploita- 
tion on “Liberty” mag covers from 
which the title was derived. 

United Artists (Pub-UA)—“What 
a Widow” (UA) (2,100; 25-$1) (2d 


week). At $17,000, $8,000 under 
Previous week, 

Downtown (WB)—‘Bad Man” 
(FN) (1,800; 50-75) (2d-final wk). 


Dropped from $23,000 to $16,900 on 
hold-over. “Official Wife’ opened 
Smashingly with $17,000 for first 
three days. 

Hollywood (WB)—“Girl of Golden 
West” (FN) (2,756; 25-75) (ist wk). 
Did plenty for first week with $23.- 

00 but starting 24 week with a big 
drop. “Dawn Patrol” follows here 
Sept. 26, followed by “Big Boy.” 


Del Rio Back 


Hollywood, Sept. 23. 

Dolores Del Rio is expected at 
United Artists this week, to fulfill 
contract obligations for “The Dove.” 

The actress is believed to be still 
unable to work, due to recent ill- 
hess, but probably will be okay in 
& Couple of weeks. 


HALF SHOT, $14,500, 
BIG IN PORTLAND 


Portland, Ore., Sept. 23. 
(Draw. Pop., 403,000) 

Burg went salty last week with 
“Sea Wolt” at Fox Broadway and 
“Moby Dick” also doing okay at 
Hamrick’s Music Box. Death of 
Milton Sills revived drooping gross 
at Broadway. 

Briny impulse didn’t stem big b. o. 
tide to “Holiday” at the United 
Artists. Critics gave biggest raves 
of the year, called “Holiday” classic 
talker. Held for run. U. A. main- 
tains top price (60) with all sound 
policy. This week it started 25c 
a. m. and got results. 

Publix Paramount had fair week 
with “Scarlet Pages,” good femme 
draw. Orpheum with comedy “Half 
Shot at Sunrise” did okay. 

Estimates for Last Week 


Broadway (Fox) (2,000; 25-60)— 
“Sea Wolf” (Fox). Well exploited 
action film got over. F. & M.’s 
“Gems and Jams” stage show had 
strong eye appeal. $14,500; big. 

Paramount (Publix) (3,500; 
50)—‘‘Scarlet Pages” (Par). 
femme appeal. Did fairly. 
stage show. $9,500. 

Orpheum (R-K-O) (2,000; 25-60) 
—‘Half Shot at Sunrise” (Radio). 
Okay comedy registered. 
Vaude. Biz normal. $14,500; big. 

United Artists (Parker-Fox) (1,- 
200; 25-60)—‘“‘Holiday” got raves 
and b. o. lines. Big winner; held for 
run. $12,000. 

Rialto (Publix) (2,000; 25-50)— 
“Way of All Men” (FN). Good pro- 
gram film. $3,000; poor. 

Music Box (Hamrick) (2,000; 25- 
50)—“‘Moby Dick” (WB). Scored 
well first week and held over. $6,- 
600. 


‘SATAN’ LED IN PROV.; 
$19,200 AT STATE 


Providence, Sept. 23. 
(Draw pop, 315,000) 
Weather: Fair 


Streak of hot weather for three 
days blamed for low grosses. 


Estimates for Last Week 


R-K-O Victory (1,600; 15-50)— 
“Queen High” (Par). Names @rew 
well despite slumps over town. Al- 
though this house has 900 seats less 
than other R-K-O house here, Albee, 
Victory has been making more 
money comparatively than the lat- 
ter. Considering alibis of others, 
$9,000 good. 

Loew’s State (3,500; 15-50)—"Ma- 


25- 
Good 
Publix 


dame Satan” (M-G-M). Mouth-to- 
mouth plugging helped. Good at 
$19,200. 

Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 15-50)— 


Jolson’s name 
Average 


“Big Boy” (WB). 
only thing that saved this. 
at $11,000. 

R-K-O Albee 3,500; 15-50)— 
“Leathernecking” (Radio). Since 
sound policy two months ago house 


with one or two exceptions has 
made no real showing. Low at 
$9,000. 


15-50)—“Let’s 
Another case 
$11,000, low- 


Paramount (2,500; 
Go Native” (Par). 
where names helped. 
est in weeks. 

Fay’s (1,600; 15-50) — Matrimo- 
nial Bed.” Vaude. Fair at $7,200. 


TWIN TOWN PUBLICITY 


Seattle Ads First Aid for Fi!ms in 
Tacoma 


Tacoma, Sept. 23. 
(Draw Pop. 125,000) 
; Weather; Cool 

Right on the heels of heavy ad- 
vertising in Seattle, “Leatherneck- 
ing” shot into the Orpheum-R-K-O 
here, playing to okay biz. “Song 
My Heart” followed on the Seattle 
ballyhoo trail and profited. 

Tacomans have their own news- 
papers and good ones, too, but they 
also read the Seattle papers. 

Blue Mouse made it three times 
on this idea with “Moby Dick,” day 
and date at Music Box, Seattle. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Broadway (Fox) (1,500; 25-60). 
Phe My Heart” (Fox). $6,500; 
air. 


Orpheum-R-K-O (R-K-O) (1,500; 
25-35-50). “Leathernecking” (Tad). 
aa Seattle premiere. Nice biz. 

4,100, 


Blue Mouse (Hamrick) (650: 25- 


50). “Moby Dick” (WB). Good. 
$4,000. 

Rialto (Fox) (1,250; 25-35-50). 
“Sap from Syracuse” (Par). $3,500. 


IST PAR’S FILM AT FOX; 
WASH., GOT BIG $32,800 


Washington, Sept. 23. 
(Draw. Pop., 500,000) 
Weather: Hot to Cool 


First Paramount, “Anybody’s 
Woman,” in the Fox got plenty. 


Met had a nice week, compara- 
tively, with “Scarlet Pages,” while 
“Moby Dick” started comment and 
much better business into the Earle. 

Palace with “Anybody’s War” had 
a tough week—pretty bad for a pic- 
ture when business doesn’t come in 
this house. 


“Leathernecking” meant but little 
at R-K-O. 

Interest currently centers in an- 
niversary week at the Fox with 
Milton Sills’ “Sea Wolf.” Death of 
this actor did not affect the open- 
ing, business about as expected. 

Universal’s Rialto started again 
this week with “Little Accident.” 
Splurged on advertising and barred 
the kids, with resultant excellent 
opening. 

Union matters still on extension 
basis. Rialto paying nine men and 
not using them. 


Estimates for Last Week 


Columbia (Loew) — ‘‘Romance” 
(M-G) (1,232; 35-50). Three, too 
many weeks; about $7,000. 

Earle (Warner)—‘Moby Dick” 
(WB) (2,244; 35-50). Discussion 
over silent and sound versions; 
Barrymore's last one not so hot but 
this did better; $15,800. 

Fox (Fox)—‘Anybody’s Woman" 
(Par) Stage show) (3,434; 15-25- 
35-60). Big week, $32,800. 

Met (Warner)—“Scarlet Pages” 
(FN) (1,585; 35-50). Sold well and 
got more than expected; $11,900. 

Palace (Loew)—‘Anybody'’s War” 
(Par) stage show (2,363; 25-35-50- 
70)). Flop and when flopping here 
that’s bad. $15,000. 

R-K-O (Keith’s)—‘‘Leatherneck- 
ing’ (Radio) (1,875; 35-50). Laughs 
but not such in box office; $6,500. 


Sparks Winds Up 
Hollywood, Sept. 23. 

Ned Sparks returned here today 
(Tuesday) from Canada, where he 
has been making a personal appear- 
ance tour for the past two months. 

While over the border he visited 
his home town, Hamilton, Ont., as 
a “home town boy makes good.” 


New Comedies in Minn. Houses 


Didn't Hold Up After Opening 


Minneapolis, Sept. 23. 
(Draw. Pop., 500,000) 
Weather: Favorable 
A slight depression overtook the 
rialto after several weeks of boom- 
time prosperity. Slump is not be- 
lieved due to any decided change in 
conditions, but rather to lack of 
particularly outstanding shows. 
That “Follow Thru,” “Dough- 
boys” and “Little Accident” opened 
very strongly at their respective 
theatres and then failed to main- 
tain the pace might indicate that 
they didn’t get across. Every lead- 
ing loop house had comedy. 
Estimates for Last Week 
Minnesota (Publix) (4.200; 75)— 
“Follow Thru” (Par). Publix unit 
stage show, “Coney Island.” Nancy 
Carroll and Buddy Rogers magnets 


$26,000. 


here. Trade, however, fell off to 
marked extent after opening. al- 
though gross good, Stage show. 


Century (Publix) (1,600; 75)— 
“Animal Crackers” (Par) (3d, final 
week). $8,500. Profitable. Close 
to $40,000 for three weeks. Big. 

State (Publix) (2,200; 60)— 
“Doughboys” (M-G-M). Buster 


Keaton comedy, like “Follow Thru,” 
encountered mixed reception. Good 
laughter returns. Business dwindled 


after opening. $7,000. Not good. 

R-K-O Orpheum (2,890; 50)— 
“Little Accident” (U). Vaude. 
Pleased mederately. Vaude poor. 
Oodles of exploitation and tie-ups 
helped to keep trade at fair clip. 
$11,000. Under recent weeks. 

Lyric (Publix) (1,300; 40)—*Num- 
bered Men” (WB). Picture won 


average business. $4,000. 

Aster (Publix) (900; 35)—‘Bride 
of Regiment” (FN). $1,300. Bad. 
| Grand (Publix) (1,100; 35)—‘Love 


Among Millionaires” (Par), ist 
half; “For the Defense" (Par), 2d 
|half. 2d loop runs, $2,000, Not so 


i good. 


Six British-Made Talkers Current 


In London's West 


End Film Houses; 


On Double Feature Program, $25,000 


¥ 


ORPHEUM AHEAD IN 
SEATTLE AT $16,000 


Seattle, Sept. 23. 
(Draw Pop. 450,000) 
Weather; Quite Warm 
Comedies in majority last week, 
with song at one and drama ata 
couple of others. “Half Shot at 
Sunrise,” Orpheum; “Love in the 
Rough,” 5th Avenue, and “Let’s Go 
Native,” Paramount, were the three 
comedies, and ali did very fair biz, 
though not big. 
Estimates for Last Week 


Paramount (Pub) (3,106; 25-60). 
“Let's Go Native’ (Par). Oke for 
gags. Stage show. $12,500; started 
well but slid. 

5th Ave. (Fox) 2,500; 25-60). 
“Love in Rough” (Met.). Good. 
Well ballyhooed. Stage oke, “Vic- 
tor Herbert” Idea. $14,000. 

Fox (2,500; 25-60). “Song My 


Heart” (Fox). 2d week, fair. Failed 
to draw young folks. $7,900. 

Blue Mouse (Hamrick) (900; 25- 
50). .“Eyes of World” (U). Held 
up. $5,500. 

Music Box (Hamrick) (1,000; 25- 
50-75). “Moby Dick” (WB). Good 
campaign and big week. $10,000. 

Liberty (Jensen-von Herberg) 
(2.000; 15-25-35). “Those Who 
Dance” (WB). First run. Moving 
billboard. $6,100. 

Coliseum (Fox) (1,800; 25-35-50). 
“Woman Everywhere” (Fox). Good 
adventure story. $2,000; pretty bad. 

Orpheum (R-K-O) (2,700; 25-60). 
“Half Shot at Sunrise” (Rad). Re- 
plete with gags. Made town talk. 
$16,000; very big. 


‘Crackers’ Fell Down in 
2d Wk., Drop, $10,600 


Cincinnati, Sept. 23. 


(Draw Pop, 700,000) 
Weather: Moderate 

Grosses last week were $4,700 
less than for the previous seven- 
day period. “Animal Crackers,” 
which marked well in its first week 
at the Palace with $25,600, crumbled 
off to $15,000. Albee’s receipts held 
up remarkably well, considering 
weak stage show and Jolson’s latest 
flicker failing to excite rave notices 
in the dailies, 

Biggest gain was by the Capitol, 
where takings went up $6,400. New 
split-week policy at the Family 
proved effective, the takings ad- 
vancing $850. 

Estimates for Last Week 


Albee (R-K-O) (3,300; 35-75), 
“Big Boy”; vaude; $27,400, 

Lyric (R-K-O) (1,400; 30-50), 
“Song o’ My Heart’; $13,100 

Palace (R-K-O) (2,700; 30-50), 
“Animal Crackers” (2d week); 
$15,000. 

Capitol (R-K-O) (2,000; 30-50), 
“Common Clay”; $22,000. 

Strand (R-K-Q) (1,350; 30-50), 
“Not Damaged”; $5,100. 

Keith’s (Libson) (1,600; 30-50), 
“Inside the Lines”; $4,000. 

Family (R-K-O) (1,140; 25-45), 


“Lone Rider” and “She's My Weak- 
ness"; $4,400. 


‘Big Boy,” in 2 Uptown 
Boston Houses, $14,000 


Boston, Sept. 23. 
(Draw. Pop., 859,000) 
Weather: Warm 
Al Jolson's “Big Boy” held down 
the Uptown-Olympia combination ot 


Publix last week but not in any 
extraordinary style. The picture 
had much advance publicity but 


grosses were not so hot; Uptown, 
$6,009, and Olympia $8,000. 

Met, of course, led the town at 
$40,500. Keith-Memorial in 2d place 
with $19,200, not bad considering. 
K-A with its vaude, $14,500. 

The big “Hell’s Angelis” only got 


$16,000 at the Tremont during 2d 
week. Box office prices too high. 


Goston fans will not swamp film 
shows of over regular prices. 
Estimates for Last Week 

Met (Publix) (4,380; 50-75)—‘“Fol- 
low Thru” (Par); $49,500. 

Keith-Memorial (4,000; 35-50-65) 
—‘Girl of the Golden West” (FN); 
$19,200. 

Keith-Albee (3,000; 56-60)—-“Not 
Damaged” (Fox); $14,500. 

Loew’s State (4,000; 20-40-50)— 
“Love in Rough” (M-G-M); $15,400. 

Uptown (1,700; 30-60)—‘Big Boy” 
(WRB): $6,000. 

Olympia (2,400; 35-60)—“Big Boy” 
(WB); $8,000. 

Tremont (2d week)—"“Hell’s An- 


London, Sept. 23. 

The spurt in stock market ac- 
tivity, which lasted part of last 
week had its effect upon the thea- 
tre box office, helped by favorable 
autumn weather. 

West End fiim houses benefited 
greatly. 


Estimates for Last Week 


Alhambra — “Western Front.” 
Last fortnight’s grosses for the end 
of a 14-week run averaged $15,000. 
Run sets record for West End. “All 
Quiet” transferred to Rialto, Uni- 
versal’s small capacity West End 
house, British International's ‘“‘Mur- 
der” current at Alhambra, to be fol- 
lowed by “The King of Jazz” (U) 
Oct. 4. Whiteman picture likely to 
stay until the end of the year when 
BIP vacates house. 

Avenue Pavilion—Averaging $4,- 
000 weekly with Movietone newsree! 


policy, increase of $1,000 over 
former feature policy. 
Capitol — “Hell's Island” (Col) 


running along at $17,000 a week, 
replaced with British International's 
“Young Woodley.” 

Carlton—"The Big Pond” (Par) 
in 10th week and steady at $20,000. 

Dominion — “The Dawn Patrol” 
(FN) opened under difficulties due 
to licensing trouble which neces- 
sitated sessional performances. Now 
continuous and doing around $11,- 
000. 

Marble Arch — “French Leave" 
ended a fortnight to average of 
$8,000. Basil Dean’s “Escape,” an 
R-K-O-English production succeeds 
at the house. 

New Gallery — “Common Clay” 


(Fox) now in its 3d week. First 
fortnight averaged $16,000. 
Plaza—“Let’s Go Native” (Par) 
and Maurice Elvey’s “School fo: 
Scandal” (British) finished fort- 
night to around $25,000, surprise 
even to management which had 


figured on much less. 

Tivoli—“Raffles” (UA) In 10th 
week steady at $20,000, with only 
one exception—recent heat wave 
Picture will remain until Christmas 
when “Whoopee” follows. 

The Regal is running a weekly 
change policy of British Interna- 
tional product to around $15,000. 
This figure warrants holdovers, but 
the short runs are forced by BIP’s 
accumulation of pre-releases, ““Mur- 
der” is doubling the Regal from the 
Alhambra, 

Surprise to the film world {fs the 
fact that six West End houses ar« 
showing British pictures this week 
The line up is Alhambra and Regal. 
“Murder”; Astoria, “Lord Richard 
in the Pantry”; Capitol, “Young 
Woodley”; Carlton, “Kiss Me, Ser- 
geant” (second to “The Big Pond” 
on double bill); and Marble Arch, 
“Escape.” 

All features named are British 
International's except “Escape,’ 
which is R-K-O British-made, 


Follow Thru’ to Yawns 
And Red, $13,000 in N. 0. 


New Orleans, Sept. 23. 
(Draw. Pop., 500,000) 
Weather: Rainy 

Another disastrous week in the 
lacal film temples, with but one 
house, Orpheum, showing an up- 
turn. Weather for blame. Quite 
some moisture during the seyen 
days. 

“Follow Thru” came a cropper 
early at the Saenger. One of those 
kickless sonatas with scattered seat- 
holders yawning. Lucky to get 13 
gees, which means plenty red. 

That old standby of “yuther” days, 
“The Spoilers,” beached to the tune 
of a trifle more than those unlucky 
The State can just ease past 
at that now, what with those heavy 
film rentals and sich. 

Another to get 13 and make 
money was the Orpheum, and with 
a lighter overhead. Means nice 
profit. 

“On Her Back” took the count at 
$2,200, Strand murder in all de- 
grees. 

More weepy was the petite Tudor 
at $2,100 for “Eyes of the World.” 
Estimates for Last Week 

Saenger (3,568; 65—‘ Follow 
Thru.” One of lightest weeks of 
year; $13,000. 

Loew’s State (3,218; 60)—“The 
Spoilers.” They seldom come back, 
even in pictures. Generous $13,500. 
Orpheum (2,400; 60)--“Little Ac- 


13's. 


gels’’; $15,000. 
Scollay $q.—*Manslaughter” 
(Par); $13,500. 
Fenway—‘Anybody’s Woman” 
(Par); $8,000. 
ie 


cident.” Liked. Almost $13,000, 
good here. 
Strand (1,800; 50)—‘On Her 
Back.” Never stood up; $2,200. 
Tudor (800: 40)—‘Eyes of the 
W ovid. Terrible at $2,100, 
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PICTU@RE GROSSES 


Wednesday, September 24, 1930 


At $40,000 with “Flesh” on Screen 
Only, Mastbaum Held to Average 


Philadelphia, Sept. 23. 

The film houses here ordinarily 
using orchestras and stage shows 
turned in average business or close 
to it during the first full (last) 
week of the musicians’ strike. Some 
of the other houses, for different 
reasons, were "way under par. In 
other words, it was rather a poor 
week. 

But not because of the absence of 
musicians and stage hands. Mast- 
baum got $40,000, normal, with “Call 
of the Flesh,” and that $40,000 is 
about $4,000 under previous week, 
and approximates the big house's 
average weekly gross. 

Fox got $27,500, gain of about 
$1,500 over previous week and also 
average. Picture was “Let’s Go 
Native,” first of 15 Pars that are to 
be given first runs in this house ac- 


cording to recent agreement; three 
shorts. 
Earle got about $18,500, about 


$1,000 .under: normal winter busi- 
ness. Picture was “Main Trouble” 
with Milton Sills, whose death late 
in the week may have had some ef- 
fect on attendance. Three shorts. 
This house, which specializes more 
in stage show than in screen fea- 
turé, is' likely. to feel the strike in 
the long run more than any other. 

Other downtown houses had no 
occasion to suffer from strike con- 
ditions. Some turned in very dis- 
appointing grosses. 

_ “Moby Dick” Drops 

The Boyd, with “Moby Dick,” 
dropped from $24,000 to just a little 
over $12,000 in 2d week. Bad tobog- 
gan and hard to explain, as picture 
got nice notices and was liked, It 
was taken out Thursday night. 


The Stanley got $18,000 for the 
first week of “Dixianna,”’ probably 
not as much as expected, but. better 
than some of this theatre’s recent 
grosses. House used to average 
nearly $30,000 weekly before the 
days of the Mastbaum. Now lucky 
to top $20,000. 

Karlton was the only Iocal house 
to be above par on the week. Got 
$6,000. 

A curious scrambling of bookings 
the last two weeks. “Let’s Go Na- 
tive,” Paramount, played Fox. At 
the same time “Man Trouble,” Fox, 
played the THarle, Warner house. 
Same thing this week with “On 
Your. Back” (Fox) at Karlton (War- 
ner). 

On Friday, Keith’s reopens as the 
local first-run house for.Paramount. 
“Animal Crackers” first, with no 
stage bill. May stay two weeks, but 
house policy will be for single week 
engagements. 

The Aldine will reopen Oct. 6 with 
“Abraham Lincoln” at. $1.50 top and 
two shows a day; reserved seats, 

‘Estimates for Last Week 


Mastbaum (4,800; 35-50-75) —"Call 
of Flesh” (MGM). Well liked at 
$40,000, close to average. Strike ap- 
parently had only small effect here. 

Stanley (3,700; 35-50-75)—‘Dixi- 
anna” (RKO). Running no stage 
shows and only skeleton orchestra, 
so strike. made no difference; $18,- 
000, only fair and not up to expec- 
tations, in view of trade done by 
“Cuckoos” and “Rio Rita.” 

Fox (3,000; 40-50-65)—‘“Let’s Go 
Native” (Par). Unusual booking of 
Paramount into this Fox house. 
Good at $27,500, gain of $1,500 over 
that of “Song o’ My Heart” previous 
week. Strike had little effect here 
except perhaps to keep attendance 
from getting close to smash propor- 
tions. 

Kariton (1,000; 50) — “Western 
Front” (U) got $6,000; fine for this 
house. Picture recently at Stanley, 
where it was disappointment. 

Earle (2,000; 35-65)—“Man Trou- 
ble” (Fox). House most likely to 
be affected by strike. Last week 
$18,500, okay. 

Boyd (2,400; 35-50-75) — “Moby 
Dick” (WB) slumped badly in 2a 
week to $12,000 and out Thursday. 
“Girl of the Golden West” in and 
panned by critic¢s. 

Stanton (1,700; 35-50-75) — “Big 
house” (MGM) in 9th and last week, 
$8,000. Remarkable under circum- 
stances. 

Arcadia (500; 50)—‘“Lawful Lar- 
eeny” (RKO) fair at $3,500. 


HOLMES IN “CODE” 
Hollywood, Sept. 23. 

Philip Holmes has been borrowed 
from Paramount by Columbia to 
play in “Criminal Code.” 

Picture went into work yesterday 
(Monday) making the eighth fea- 
ture now shooting on this lot. It’s 
a production record for Columbia, 


Sauber Connects 
, Hollywood, Sept. 23. 
Off the Metro payroll for a month, 
Harry Sauber, New York writer and 
producer of vaude acts, has con- 
nected with Fox. 
He, joined that,studio’s staff Mon-; 


B’KLYN CRAZED FOR FEW 
DAYS ONLY BY HOPES 


_Brooklyn, Sept. 23. 

This battle-scarred town went 
through purgatory last week when 
the crucial series between the 
Brooklyn Dodgers and the St. Louis 
Cardinals was fought bitterly at 
Ebhetts field before 30,000 frenzied 
baseball fans daily. 

Matinee trade at the talkers suf- 
fered somewhat during the series. 
Paramount used a successful ex- 
ploitation stunt last week to drum 
up trade—treasure hunt engineered 
by Maurice Bergman, p. a., with a 
couple of jewelry stores and a tie- 
up with the N. Y. “Journal.” Re- 
sults all around. Rudy Vallee in 
his second week since his return 
and scoring just as heavily. $56,200, 
going up. 

Fox moved ahead with “Song o’ 


Still the lowest scaled, at 50c top. 
“Three Faces East,” holdover at 
Strand, did fairly. 

Estimates for Last Week 
Paramount—“Follow Thru” 
(4,000; 35-50-75). Vallee on stage 
the draw. Exploitation big. $56,200. 
Fox—‘‘Song o’ My Heart” (Fox) 
(4,000; 15-25-50). Well liked. Good 
stage show. $19,800. 
Strand—“Three Faces East.” 2d 
week. $7,600. 


Albee—“‘Outside Law.” Vaude. 
$23,200. 

Loew’s Met—“Way Out West.” 
Vaude. $20,600. 


“Raffles” Gets Mosque, 
Newark, Big $17,600 


Newark, N.:J., Sept. 23. 
(Draw. Pop., 850,000) 
Weather: fair 
Only thing noticeable this week 
was a jump at the Mosque, due to 
“Raffles.” Keeping the Rialto dark 
takes off any joy this might give 
Warners. 

Estimates for Last Week 
Branford (WB) (2,350; 25-50-65) 
“Last of Duanes”. (Fox). Stage 
$18,700, not good, 

Capital (WB) (1,200; 15-25-35-50) 
“Our Blushing Brides” (Metro). Re- 
cent smash at Loew’s hurt by run- 
hing it at neighborhoods at same 
time as here; $5,900. 

Little (Newark M, P. Guild) (299; 


25-65) ‘“‘Rasputin.” Opening week 
fair at $2,100. 
Loew’s State (2,800; 35-50-60) 


“Good News” (Metro) Vaude. Mu- 
sicals not strong; $14,500. 
Playhouse (Mindlin) (473; 25-65). 


“Journey’s End” (Tiff) Amuse- 
ments. Second run too early for 
heavy picture: $2,000, 

Mosque (WB) (3,281; 25-50-65) 
“Raffles” (UA). Biggest in weeks; 
$17,690. 


R-K-O Proctor’s (2.650; 25-50-60) 
“Dixiana”’ (Radio) Vaude. Heavy 
publicity and strong vaude saved 


Kids Saw Western in 
Aladdin, Denver, $8,500 


Denver, Sept. 23. 
(Draw Pop, 400,000) 
Weather: Fine 

America ‘surprised last week with 
a whale of a figure for “Common 
Clay.” Had been at Aladdin for a 
week. “Unholy Three” the 
Rialto should have been held over 
a second week. teason it. wasn't: 
Publix had contracted for pictures 
from MGM, and a holdover of “Un- 
holy Three’ would have meant 
sluffing on one of them and MGM 
would not cancel the charge—and 
Publix would not pay for the pic- 
ture showing it—so the Chaney 
film was pulled. 

Paramount is snapping into it and 
getting down to regular business. 
“Animal Crackers” went over good. 

“Dawn Patrol” at the Tabor did 
exactly as figured for 2€@ week— 
grand a day. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Aladdin (Huffman) (1,500; 35-50- 
75), “Last of Duanes” (Fox). Good 
average western—lots of kids took 
their parents to see this; $8,500. 

America (Huffman) (1,500; 20- 
35-50), “Common Clay” (Fox). Held 
interest. Double usual figure; 
$8,000. 

Denver (Publix) (2,300; 25-35-65), 
“Romance” (MGM). Little better 
than average; $16,000. 

Paramount. (Publix) (2,000; 25-35- 
50), “Animal Crackers” (Par). Falks 
laughing at wisecracks; $14,800. | 

Rialto (Publix) (1,040; 
“Unholy Three” (MGM). $7,750. 

Tabor (Bennett) ‘(2,300; -25-0- 
60), “Dawn -Patrol” (FN). Good:4d 


@ay (22) as a dialog writer. 


week; $7,000. ‘ 


My Heart” and snappy stage show. | 


have an eye for business, Such pro- 


{and French versions coming up. 


CHILDREN AWAY—HURT 


Topeka Finds What Loss of Kids 
Means to Houses 


Topeka, Sept. 23. 
(Draw. Pop., 85,000) 

Theatre men found out what 
juvenile business amounted to. In- 
fantile paralysis epidemic here and 
quarantine, restricting all children 
under 15 to their own homes, 
spoiled what might have been a 
big week, all other conditions, in- 
cluding weather promising. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Grand (1,400; 650) (Fox) “All 
Quiet,” opened unusually heavy 
Monday and then dropped daily, 
ending week with only $4,100. 

Jayhawk (1,500; 50) (Fox). “Sap 
From Syracuse” opened big and fell 
off. “French Gertie,” last half, suf- 
fered same fate. Total $3,100, al- 
most bottom, 

Novelty (1,200; 50) (Fox). ‘“Man- 
slaughter” got good business first 
three days and then fell off, but 
getting fair total, $2,200. . 


MUSICALS 
STOOD OFF 
FLESH 


St. Louis, Sept. 23. 
(Draw. Pop., 1,025,000) 
Weather: Cool 

Weather almost too cool and 
damp for miniatures last week; just : 
right for flickies, 

Plenty of competition with Fox, 
Missouri and Ambassador, three of 
the five local cinema cathedrals, of- 
fering celluloid versions of Broad- 
way musical hits, each of which has 


Ist Runs on Broadway 


(Subject to Change 


Week Sept. 26 
Paramount—“Her Wedding 
Night” (Par). 
Globe—“Africa Speaks” (Col) 
Roxy--“All Quiet” (U). 
Capitol—“Love in Rough” 
(M-G-M). 
Rivoli—““Whoopee” (UA) (30). 


Strand—‘The Bad Man” 
(WB). 

Winter Garden— “Office Wife” 
(WB). 

 Rialto—“Animal Crackers” 
(Par). 
Week Oct. 3 

Paramount — “Heads Up” 
(Par). 

Globe—“H. Shot at Sunrise” 
(Radio). 


Roxy—“Big Trail’ (Fox). 

Capitol—Madame Satan” 
(M-G-M). 

Rivoli—“Whoopee” (UA). 

Strand—“Moby Dick” (WB). 

Winter Garden—“Office Wife” 
(WB). 

Rialto—"“What a 
(UA). 


Widow” 


$2 Pictures 

“Hell’s Angels” (UA) (Cri- 

terion). 
“Hell’s Angels” (UA) (Gaiety) 
“The Big House” (M-G-M). 
“Old English” (WB) (War- 


ners). 

“Abraham Lincoln” (UA) 
(Central). 

“Outward Bound” (WB) 
(Hollywood). 


“Billy the Kid” (M-G-M) 
(Astor) (Oct. 10). 


been seen in the flesh in St. Louis’s 
legits. 

Booking of three musical shows 
in the same week and at this par- 
ticular time may be only a coin- 
cidence, or maybe the managers 


grams do much to cause patrons 
to forget there are no musicians in 
the pit. 

Loew's show, “On Your Back,” 
introduced a chorus, but, like 
“Leathernecking” at the St. Louis, 
depended upon drama rather than 
on any incidental singing or danc- 
ing. 

Estimates for Last Week 
Ambassador (3,000; 50)—‘‘Animal 
Crackers.” Full of laughs. $32,000. 
Fox (6,000; 50)—‘tGood News.” 
Plenty of vim. $22,300. 

Loew’s State (3,300; 25-40)—“On 
Your Back.” Well done. $12,100. 
Missouri (3,800; 50)—Follow 
Thru.” Good. $19,600. 

St. Louis (4,280; 25-50)—“Leather- 
necking.” Excellent cast only. $21,- 
600. 


‘SATAN’ IN K. C. ONLY 
$10,100 AT MIDLAND 


Kansas City, Sept. 23. 

After a near record with the Marx 
brothers, the Newman followed it 
up another that caught the femme 
appeal, “Anybody’s Woman.” Main- 
street had “Leathernecking,”’ and it 
caught on, with vaudeville. 

The beautiful Loew’s Midland has 
been getting the worst of the breaks, 
for the last three or four pictures 
have failed to get ’em in. Last 
week “Madame. Satan” was another 
that failed to enthuse. 

At Pantages, with F. & M. stage 
units, business is not showing the 
much-expected increase it _was 
thought the Ideas would bring. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Newman — “Anybody’s Woman” 
(Par) (1,890; 25-35-50-60). Title at- 
tractive and curious not disappoint- 
ed. Held up nicely. $16,000. 

Mainstreet — “Leathernecking” 
(Radio) (3,200; 25-35-50-60), Hokum 
saved picture. Stage show. Steady. 
$17,000. 

Loew’s Midland—“Madame Satan” 
(M-G-M) (4,000; 25-40). Starts as 
bedroom farce but finishes as sen- 
sation meller. Good publicity, but 
did not draw. $10,100. 

Pantages—“Road to Paradise” (2,- 
200; 25-50). . Underworld. Stage 
show; Country Club Idea, $7,800. 

Royal—“‘Animal Crackers” (Par) 
(840; 25-35-50-60). Continuation of 
first run from Newman. $5,200. 


| Reward of Silence . 


ee. Burbank, Sept 23. 
Louis King is playing his regular 
part in the third production of the 
same picture, with engagements to 
play in a fourth and fifth all set. 
Picture is “Sin Flood.” He has 
stolen free lunch in the silent, the 
English talking and the German 
version: for FN withthe Spanish 


King is no multi-linguist, but he 
‘bum, .silent ino any lan- 


TALKER EAST 
FOR WARNERS 


Warners, the only other major 
producer with an active studio in 
the east, is not considering follow- 
ing Paramount’s decision to make 
the east important as a festure 
talker production center. 

Warners is adhering to its policy 
of shorts only in the east, with all 
feaiures made on the coast. 


No full length has been wholly or 
parfly made at the Warner Brook- 
lyn studio since last year. Warner 
opinion is that its eastern plant 
can’t hold both shorts and feature 
production, without crowding one or 
both. 

The only way to Warner feature 
producing in the east is through 
property additions and new con- 
struction at the New York location. 
This, it is believed at the studio, 
will not be attempted or considered 
for another year at least. 


Roesner Staging Grand 
Overture for Roxy, N. Y. 


San Francisco, Sept. 23. 
Walt Roesner, who originated his 
Grand Concert Overtures at the Fox 
theatre here, has left for New York 
to join Mike Marco at the Roxy the- 
atre, where Roesner will put into 
effect these same staged overtures. 
Roesner is to remain in New York 
about eight days, returning to re- 
sume his baton in the local Fox 


theatre, 
Before leaving for New York 
Roesner signed a new contract 


handed him by A. M. Bowles, Fos 
w.c. Northern Calif. manager, for 
two years more in the big Fox here, 
Roesner’s Grand Overtures, as he 
calls them, have been a weekly fea- 
ture at the Fox for some months 
and have won popularity. A lot of 
the credit goes to Bowles who en- 
couraged them when first suggested 
by Roesner. 


Schlessinger Held Out 


M. A. Schlessinger’s chances for 
getting into the august Hays group 
are not as rosy as they first ap- 
peared when the S. A. man was 


honored by a visit from @ Hays 
diplomat, 

‘More. prominent Haysites, learn- 
ing of what. shaped up as an over-. 
ture, go en. record as opposing the 
admission of the man who financed 


guage. 


te 


De Forest's talker system. 


TEXAS 


No Price Fixing, Says 
U.S. Judge—Anti-Trust 
Law 30 Years Old 


= New Orleans, Sept. 23. 

National distributors of films have 
emerged victorious in the suit 
brought by the Houston exhibitor, 
Will Horwitz, charging six com- 
panies with an agreement to fix 
film rentals or compel him to.accept 
them. Horwitz sued under the anti- 
trust law. 
‘Decision of Federal Judge Joseph 
Hutchison of the southeastern dis- 
trict is far reaching, and a sorry 
blow to Horwitz. The court held 
there is no evidence of any agree- 
ment to fix prices, and spoke at 
length on the real intent and pur- 
pose of the Sherman act, which he 
explained was passed 30 years ago. 

Horwitz, who operates the Ritz, 
Iris and Texan theatres in Houston, 
has waged a yigorous campaign 
against the film companies. After 
filing his suit he flew balloons from 
his theatres with the inscription, 
“Drive the movie hog from Texas,” 
Horwitz had several thousand but- 
tons made, reading “We are with 
you, Will,” and indulged in several 
other phases of publicity, slamming 
the picture corporations. 


Seek Stage Control 


(Continued on page 3) 


against a percentage of the gross, 
Such a situation obtains in legit 
where the star ofttimes has a 
“piece” of the show, while the au- 
thor and stager receive royalties 
for the run of the play and all its 
companies, plus whatever other by- 
product revenue may arise. 

As part of the expansion and edu- 
cational system for Paramount 
Coast executives, a party including 
Walter Wanger, B. P. Schulberg 
and Sam Jaffe, Par production man- 
ager, will go east around. Oct. 6, 
Latter two will stay about a month 
at the Astoria, Long Island, studio 
of Paramount’s. Wanger will also 
stay in New York for a month or 
two and then go abroad to super- 
vise the Paramount studios. 


Supervision 


Schulberg, in this first of a series 
of trips back and forth, is being 
guided so that he will ultimately 
control both the east and west stu- 
dios. When Schulberg is in the 
east, David O. Selznick, his ex- 
ecutive assistant, will be in charge 
here. Otherwise, with Schulberg 
and Selznick both here, James R. 
Cowan will be in charge at Astoria. 
Paramount takes the attitude that 
by spreading production to New 
York, London and Paris, it will not 
necessitate importing or transport- 
ing personnel at great distances or 
with unnecessary loss of time by 
travel. This studio with the rest 
of the industry is realizing that au- 
thors are turning back money and 
contracts. Those top notchers who 
are worth $2,000 a week will not 
respond to a telegram from a Coast 
exec to bring family and household 
out here on a three months’ op- 
tional contract. Whether the per- 
centage basis will be on a gross OF 
net arrangement is to be worked 
out, 
Fans Getting Smart 

The transition to the screen of 
the smarter play, the drawing room 
type of comedy and the Broadway 
legit success, is taken to indicate 
out here that the film fan is be- 
coming educated by the talkers as 
generally predicted in the trade. 

Paramount will back plays and 
playwrights with a frank view t? 
talkerizing the plays with the oris- 
inal casts while the shows are still 
current on Broadway or casting for 
talkers in the east from the bounti- 
ful, always current supply on 
Broadway. Release of course would 


be deferred until such time as 
deemed advisable for film distribu+- 
tion but the hope is to virtually 
transplant a play from stage t? 
screen intact, embellishing it om¥ 


when scenic and action angles ar@ 


desired. 
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LEADING STOCKS CHECK DROP 


LOEW, 
PART 


Monday’s Slump Halted in 
Amusements as Standard 
Leaders Find Support— 
Like Boxer Down for 
Count ‘of 9 Able to Con- 
tinue—Hope in Sustaining 
August Low Point. 


STEEL: GAINS 2% NET 


By AL GREASON 

The body of stocks yesterday 
staged a fair comeback after the 
severe battering of Monday, with 
the amusements getting out of their 
extreme lows of the break. 

It looked, like a desperate defense 
concentrated in the early dealings 
to offset pessimism generated by 
Monday’s sad showings. After the 
first hour there was evidence of 
cautious liquidation, with a _ re- 
newal of aggressive bull operations 
at the close. Complete picture of 
the day resembled that of a boxer 
who had been put down for a count 
of 9 and then had reserve enough to 
get up and continue. 

One hopeful detail was that the 
market successfully defended the 
August bottom of 217 in the Dow 
Jones Industrial Average. 

Another was that Steel led in 
the stand against a continuation of 
the decline, suggesting that the 
previous market sponsors were con- 
centrati.ng on the old leader to 
check all-around nervousness, 

All the principal theatre stocks 
recovered a large part of Monday’s 


losses. One exception was Fox The- 
atres,. off a fraction on the day. 

Suggestion in Fox Theatres 
might have been inside dissatisfac- 
tion with the departure of Harold 
Franklin from management of Fox 
West Coast Properties. 


Monday’s Break 

Yesterday was a reflex from the 
wide open break of Monday’s final 
hour, when prices declined as much 
as three points for instance in Par- 
amount, the amusement leader, on 
the heaviest half hour's turnover 
since June, 

Trading was on a scale that if 
carried on through a five-hour ses- 
Sion would have piled up a 5,000,- 
000-share session, although the 
day’s turnover reached only about 
2,330,000 shares. Earlier dealings 
had been in moderate volume, but 
the alarming feature of the day was 
the sharpness of the retreat accom- 
panied by such volume as the clos- 
ing 30 minutes. At 1:30 the trans- 
actions reached 1,162,000 shares, an 
average of 332,000 shares an hour. 
At 2:10 the total hads«mounted to 
1,440,000 or at the rate of 415,000 
Shares an hour. The last 50 
minutes represented transactions 
of 83.2,000 shares which is close to 
1,000,000 Shares an hour. It was on 
this volume, which taxed even the 
new high speed ticker, that the 
most violent losses were registered. 

Earlier in the day the amuse- 
ments had presented a firmer front 
than the generality of the list, but 
when the selling took on its sweep- 
ing fury they gave way with spe- 
cial rapidity. In the last half hour, 

aramount which had been liberally 
tipped around Times Square as on 

e€ eve of a bull boom, melted 
rapidly as blocks up to 4,000 at 2 
time came out, quotations going off 
as much as % between sales. 

From the ticker reader view such 
b performance could scarcely have 
een anything but the disorderly 


es lines and forced to liquidate. 
with ne of the tape checks up 
recent market information. 
aramount has seemed to be in a 
g00d statistical posi- 
pe and it was generally believed 

a number of smaller cliques 


were operating in it. 

h the film leader’s crash to 
its low for the day and far 
previous resistance points, it 
© evident that the prospect 


Wit 
54% 


below 


retirement of pools caught with. 


Yesterday’s Prices 
STOCK EXCHANGE 
Net 
High. Low. Last.Chge. 


600 Con. F.... 18 17% 18 + % 
K..207% 203% 207% +2% 
47% 45 


Tech, «... 19% 
BONDS 


? 

had been generally abandoned of a 
brisk upward trend in _ theatre 
stocks over the autumn, a not un- 
usual movement to discount the 
normal seasonal improvement of the 
theatre at the box office. On Mon- 
day’s and yesterday’s performance 
it becomes obvious that the sur- 
rounding condition of business is 
exerting too severe a drag upon the 
market fortunes of the amusement 
group for such a move. . 


Average Off 7 Points 


At Monday’s close the Dow Jones 
Industrial averages had sunk to 
222.78, a ‘break for that day alone 
of more than 7 points. Traders had 
been watching the level of 229 as 
one where resistance ought to show 
itself again if the autumn bull 
move was to eventuate. When the 
leaders gave way below that level 
many trailing bulls abandoned their 
position entirely, assuming that the 
movement probably would not halt 
short of the August low of 217, 
established on the break of Aug. 12. 
Breaking through that point the 
presumption would be that the June 
bottom of 211 might be in sight, 
opening up the gloomy prospect of 
a long period of market weakness. 

Whatever merit there may be in 
these figures, there seemed to be 
no doubt but that the Wall Street 
interests which had sponsored the 
upturn since mid-August, on the 
theory that market’ betterment 
would be reflected in accelerated 
fall business improvement, had 
given up efforts in that direction. 
Pools that had taken on long lines 
saw no prospect of being able to 
pass stock along later on and made 
the best of their retreat. 

This distinctly evident 
among the amusements, and in even 
greater measure among spectacular 
stocks like Vanadium which have 
been in the market spotlight. Tip 
off that the inspiration for a bull 
market had been removed was in 
the performance of U. S. Steel, 
which gave ground easily from the 
very opening and slid off with in- 
creasing speed as the day prog- 
ressed, coming out in larger and 
larger blocks down to a bottom near 
the close of 159%, ofly 9 points 
above its extreme low last October. 

It has been an axiom of market 
trading for a decade that a bull 
campaign cannot be waged without 
the leadership of Steel, and this 
theory has gathered increasing 
strength in Street sentiment since 
the crash of last fall. Time and 


work the market up under leader- 
ship of other standards, like Ameri- 
ean Gan or Telephone, but the pub- 
lic would not come in under other 
leaders than the traditional “X.” 


Film Leaders Break 


Sinister features of the Monday 
market was that Loew paralleled 
the break in Paramount, these two 
issues being in the forefront of 
the group bullish movement. Loew 
has been urged upon brokerage cus- 
tomers for a month on the strength 
of its net for last year of $10 a 
share and its trade position. Statis- 
cally it looked to be in an im- 
pregnable position, with a majority 
of. stock locked up in the Fox in- 
terest and insiders supposed to be 
holding long lines. Both situations 
would make for restricted floating 
supply and give the stock ideal fea- 
tures for a bull clique opera- 
tion. 

Instead of that, Loew was among 
the first to give way. With the be- 
ginning of the slow pressure against 
the list a fortnight ago, Loew early 
abandoned its top above 81 and 
eased slowly to around 76. During 
this period probably there was 
heavy liquidation of long stock, 
passed along from strong to weak 
hands. Monday it slumped sharply, 
going to 71% and closing near the 
bottom. Turnover was moderate, 
less than 10,000 shares. 

Fox held out until the height of 
the selling wave in the last hour, 
making a determined early stand 
around 47, probably because its 
market sponsor’s campaign called 
vor determined defense. Such tactics 
<~yould indicate that the inside clique 
heve had done little liquidating. 


(Continued on page 29) 


again big interests have tried to 


NET 
SHUBERT LOSS 


Shubert Theatre Corp. and sub- 
sidiaries reported net loss for the 


ryear ending June 30, of $1,231,108 


after depreciation, amortization and 
interest. This compares with net 
profit for the previous year of $1,- 
076,377. 

Significant detaiis of the Shubert 
profit and loss statement are the 
item of $965,486 interest, charges 
for 1930, compared with $776,261 for 
the previous year. Dividends paid 
for the June, 1930, year were $266,- 
450 compared with $987,850 for the 
previous period. This represents 
the suspension of dividend payments 
last fall. 

Statement shows drastic revision 
of capital stock and surplus ac- 


count, such as “extraordinary provi- 


sion for possible losses in settle- 
ment of certain. old accounts, write 
off of certain investments, produc- 
tions and other old items previously 
considered recoverable and other 
adjustments applicable to prior 
years, $1,111,996.” 

Report has attached the follow- 
ing remarks by the management: 

“Of the year's loss, much 
greater part—nearly 80%—fell into 
the first half of the fiscal year 
(June, to Jan., 1929). Some 20% 
was incurred in the second half as 
conditions improved.” 

Various adverse factors converged 
to make the past year a bad one. 
Legit theatre attendance was af- 
fected by the industrial depression 
and by talking picture competition, 
it is claimed. 

Improving 

“The Shubert management is not 
pessimistic. The limits of talker 
competition are becoming defined 
and the spoken stage is returning 
to popular favor. Measures are be- 
ing taken to improve the quality of 
entertainment, to reduce box office 
prices and to discourage ticket 
speculation. Current bookings in 
Shubert theatres are ahead of what 
they were last year.” 

Income account for 1930 and 1929 
follows:— 


Operating profit...... 669,204 $2,205,425 

Depreciation, etc..... 334,826 52,787 

Federal 108,000 
Net %$1,076,377 

Dividends 266,450 987,850 
$1,497,558 +$88, 527 
* Net income, tSurplus. 


$2,700,790 Net for Disc, 
Columbia, of England 


London, Sept. 23. 


Profit of $2,700,790 was reported 
at the annual meeting of the Co- 
lumbia Gramophone Company, Ltd., 
one of the biggest disc firms this 
side. This profit was $375,000 up 
on last year. 

Columbia has widespread rami- 
fications throughout the world and 
this year opened a factory in 
Greece. Its plants in France and 
Japan were extended to cope with 
increasing sales, 

To meet the decreased spending 
power of customers due to the gen- 
eral depression, the company is now 
marketing a new gramophone 
model, retailing at $12 in England, 
but approximately corresponding 
prices elsewhere. 


Denman Co.’s Net Falls 
$102,000 Under Yr. Before 


London, Sept. 12. 


Denman Picture Houses, on year's 
balance sheets to March 31 last, 
show fall of $102,085 on net profit 
compared with previous year's trad- 
ing. General Theatres had to trans- 
fer $33,420 from reserves to meet 
preference dividend. 

Both concerns are subsidiaries of 
Gaumont British. Neither has yet 


paid a dividend on its common, 
combined total of which is $12,250,- 
000. 

Net trading profit fer Denman 


this year was $116,000. 


the 


AMER. SEATING NET 


Summer Refitting Work Overcomes 
Deficit of Previous 8 Months 


Chicago, Sept. 23. 

American Seating Co., reporting 
for eight months ending Aug. 31, 
shows profit of $98,243, after inter- 
est and depreciation, but before 
federal taxes. 

Figures suggest great activity 
during July and August, presum- 
ably on refitting of theatres and 
schools during period of darkness 
in summer. August 31 showing of 
net profit overcomes a net loss of 
$161,394 reported for the six months 
ending June 30. 

Comparative figures for the six 
months to June 30 for 1930 and 1929 
are as follows: 


1930 1929 

. $2,334,999 $3,148,126 
Costa & depreciation. 1,769,913 2,299,183 

Adm & gal expense., 645, 80L 750, 803 

Operating Tloas..... $80,715 *$98,140 
Other income........ 62,785 82,711 
Expense of & 

Other expenses.....- 
Emteremt 120,000 120,996 


$161,394 1$59,855 
¢ Profit before federal taxes, 


CLARKE SAYS FOX NET 
WILL TOP ’29 RATE 


In connection with announcement 
of declaration of the regular divi- 
dend of $1 on Fox A and B stock, 
President Harley L. Clarke issued 
a statement forecasting that Fox 
profits for 1930 will top those for 
1929, 

“Prospects,” said the statement, 
“are that earnings for the third 
quarter of 1930 will exceed those of 
the second quarter and that earn- 
ings for the last six months of this 
year will exceed those for the last 
six months of 1929. This statement 
is based on contracts the company 
already has in hand.” 

The Fox net for the six months 
to June 30, 1930, was reported at 
$7,175,415 after taxes and all 
charges, representing $2.84 a share 


jon the combined 2,525,650 A and B 


shares. This compares with $7,054,- 
000 for the last half of 1929, figured 
before taxes. 


Judgments 


Alfred Cheney Johnston and Kar] 


J. Reuter; Shelton Holding Corp.; 
$1,361 

Connie’s Inn, Inc.; E. A. Miller; 
$290 


Long Beach Theatre Corp.; Amer. 
Display Corp.; $175 

Glen Theatre Corp.; 
play Corp.; $175. 

Matthias F. Bauer; Musical Ad- 
vance Co., Inc.; $289. 

Hardin Realty Corp.; R-K-O Dis- 
tributing Corp.; $63 


Amer. Dis. 


Hardin Realty Corp.; Columbia 
Pictures Corp.; $323 
Truman H. Talley; State Tax 


Commission, $1,037. 

Silver Swan Productions, Inc.; B. 
Goldman; $10,899. 

Thousand Islands House Co., Inc., 
and William H. Warburton, J. P. 
Bickerton, Jr., et al: $217. 


George Sakele and Poets Mag- 


azine; Little Martin Print, Inc.; 
$537 
News Dist. Co.; Equitable Trust 
Co. of N. Y¥.; $541. 
Bankruptcy 
Clarence Oliver, actor, 778 Eighth 
ave, N. ¥. C. Liabilities, $3,012; 


assets, none. 


Tentative Titles 
“The Best People,” completed at 
Paramount’s eastern studio last 
month, and “The Royal Family,” 
now in work there, are but tenta- 
tively titied with the stage labels 
“Two Against Death,” Nancy Car- 


roll's first in the east for Par, is 
also tentative It starts Oct. 15 
with George Abbott directing. 


DICTATION 
BANKERS, 
SAY WARNERS 


New Issue Goes to Stock- 
holders — Position 
Same as Before 


Warner Brothers claim a partial 
payoff of the bankers through sub- 
scriptions by common stockholders 
of nearly 100% of the $15,000,000 
issue floated to meet commitments, 
The rally of the holders to all but 


6,000 of the 750,000 shares puts 
the Warner organization practically 
back in the same position, financially 
speaking, as it was before the issue, . 
according to the Warner version. 

As the matter now stands, the 
Warner interpretation has it, the 
banking houses of Goldman-Sachs 
and Hayden-Stone haye collected 
their tribute in the physical being 
of the film orgnization. This, it ig 
claimed, is by each house being 
Singly represented on the Warner 
directorate. 

Had common stockholders failed 

to rally the way they did and keep 
the augmentary issue within the 
bounds of the organization, then the 
bankers, it is claimed, would have 
been compelled by the agreement 
reached last August, with the an- 
nouncement of the floatation, to 
have taken over the unsubscribed 
stock. 
, At the Warner directors’ meet- 
ing last Thursday (18), the first 
since the stock issue officially closed 
to regular common holders, no 
changes were made in the board. 
It was atated by Warnerites, Morris 
Wolff and Moe Mark, on the board 
under an old agreement effected 
with the acquisition of ‘the Stanley 
theatres, will doubtless remain. 


Bankers Can’t Dictate 


The bankers, it is intimated in. 
Warner sources, are not in a po- 
sition now to dictate positions on 
the directorate nor are they ina 
power. This, it was conceded, un- 
less the two houses have acquired 
blocks of Warner stock unknown to 
the Warnerites themselves. 

So agreeable are the two banking 
houses that the issue be taken 100% 
by common holders of prior right 
that they carried on the negotiation 


with them several days after the 
deadline, Sept. 15. Warnerites feel 
certain that even this would have 


been unnecessary had all holders a 
full working knowledge of the is- 
sue. The reading of the announce- 
ment to buyers was that every 
holder of 50 shares was entitled to 
buy 12 and one-half shares of the 
new issue. The fraction angle, in 
the estimation of Warnerites, was 
what caused confusion in some buy- 
ing sources, as reflected in the in- 
activity of the 6,000 pieces. 


3 Execs on G.T.P. Board 


Alfred Schlesinger, nephew of M. 
A. Schlesinger, is one of three de. 
partmental heads of General Talk- 
ing Pictures promoted to sit on the 
company’s board. Other two are 
Philip Greenwald, Chicago attorney 
and of the counsel for the firm, and 
Harrison W. Rogers, general man- 
ager of the DeForest factory, 

Promotion of these men marks 
the completion of a series of in- 
side changes made on the execu- 
tive end. They serve to fill the re- 
quired complement of board mem- 
bers. Others are M. A. Schlesinger, 
Joseph Stark, Norrie Sellar, George 
LeBlane, William Baxter and Rob- 
ert Eaton Saunders, 


Crabill Out of Publix 


Ralph Crabill resigned last week 
from Publix. He last had been with 
the organization’s Pacific Coast 
staff of theatre operators. 

Crabill is reported as without 


present attachment. 
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12 VARIETY 


PICTURES 


Wednesday, September 24, 1939 


Hollywood 


Bulletins 


Briefly rewritten extracts from “Variety’s” Hollywood Bulletin, printed 
each Saturday in Hollywood, and placed as a wrapper upon the regular 


weekly “Variety.” 


The Bulletin does not circulate other than on the Pacific Slope. 
News from the Dailies in Los Angeles will be found in that customary 


department. 


Striving to make Hollywood the 
world’s gaping center, Hollywood 
Boulevard Merchants’ Ass’‘n. is con- 
tributing its bit by installing glass- 
encased busts of picture stars at 
intervals along the boulevard side- 
walks, 

A sculptor is already at work on 
Ann Harding, who'll be the first 
on display. 


Ernest Hemingway’s “Farewell 
to Arms” has been bought in play 
form by Paramount from Al Woods, 
who has it on his legit schedule. 
When “Farewell” was a best-sell- 
ing novel, there was some negotia- 
tion for it by studios but nobody 
got any place. 


“Remote Control” has become a 
habit at Metro, getting a preview 
and going in for repairs every now 
and then. Latest overhauling {n- 
volves shooting of two new se- 
quences by Ed Sedgwick. Directors 
previously on “Control” are Mal St. 
Clair, Nick Grinde and John Wat- 
ters. 


Mike Levy has a Worry Chub. 
Every Wednesday morning from 10 
to 11 the boys get together and 
worry for an hour. Rest of the week 
they don’t care. 


Metro’s “New Moon” should have 
been in the can three weeks ago, 
but the end still isn’t in sight. Bud- 
get will be twice that what was in- 
tended when it’s finished. Studio 
points to a “temperamental @ast” as 
causing the delay. 


“Network,” which was to have 
been Milton Sills’ next, has been 
assigned to Neil Hamilton. Story 
will be changed. 


Night football starts at the Co- 
liseum Sept. 27. Just another an- 
noyer for theatres. 


Sam Harris and Paramount still 
can’t get together on screen rights 
for “June Moon.” Harris appar- 
ently has forgotten his previous in- 
tention to make the’ picture him- 
self. 


Gloria Swanson won’t get the De 
Sylva, Brown and Henderson script, 
which the trio is working on, for 
Nor. 1 shooting. Elliott Clausen is 
writing a story for Swanson. Tay 
Garnett will direct. 


Radio, which continued turning 
out silents long after most of the 
others had gone totally sound, fin- 
ished its last quiet flicker this week. 
It’s “Lawful Larceny.” 


Pathe is letting some of its writ- 
ers go, with the success of “Holi- 
day” influencing the studio strongly 
on play adaptations. This has be- 
come a general trend and in all 
studios. Staff writers are getting 
worried. While there is no drastic 
elimination of payroll scribes, at the 
same time there are no additions 
and no renewals as contracts ex- 
pire. Among those not renewed is 
James Gleason, who has been get- 
ting $2,000 a week. He was offered 
to Metro, which refuses to put on 
anybody at that figure now. 


Gayne Whitman, out of pictures 
for several years, grabbed a come- 
back by jumhbing into Fletcher Nor- 
ton’s part in U’s “Fingerprints; 10- 
episode serial, when the latter suf- 
fered serious injuries while on lo- 
cation at Balboa recently. Norton 
fell into an eight-foot hole. 


Colder evenings and chillier pa- 
tronage of babe golf courses has 
started a trail of unpaid employees 
to the Labor Bureau. Vanguard 
was at the labor office last week 
trying to collect unpaid wages. 


Previews with dinners for more 
swanky crowds and greater privacy 
was tried by UA at the Hollywood 
Athletic Club Thursday night (18) 
at $3 per head, that including a 
dinner. 


Swerving from original policy of 
Spanish versions only, Fox execs 
are to make “The Big Trail” in 
French, German and Italian, as well 
as English and Spanish. John 
Stone, in charge of foreign produc- 
tion here, is preparing for the 
dialog translation and lining up 
tentative .casts. If unable to fill 
roles locally, talent from abroad 
will doubtless be imported and plans 
to that end completed after arrival 
of Clayton Sheehan here Sept. 39, 
accompanied by J. Carlo Bavetta of 
Fox’s French office and Julian Aus- 
senberg of the Berlin branch. Idea 
is to study the foreign producing 
situation here. with Bavetta and 
Aussenberg to remain in Hollywood 
if decision reached to shift produc- 
tion to Europe. 


Continuing importation of foreign 
talent for versions, negotiations are 
en dy WE for 10 more from the 


German stage and five from the 
French. Latest imports are Karl 
Etlinger for “Sin Flood,” Vital 
Gemond for name part in French 
version of “Bad Man,” and Lien 
Deyers for chief femme role in 
“Moby Dick” in German. Miss 
Deyers follows in “Show Girl in 
Hollywood” and “Kismet.” 

Michael Curtiz will direct German 
version of “Moby Dick” and Al 
Green the French edition. 


Warner studio darkened Monday 
(22) for the rest of the year, with 
writers ordered back by Dec. 1 to 
prepare for the 1931 production 
schedule. 


Par has sewed up “Baron Fritz,” 
new war novel by Carl Federn, 
through a 60-day option. Figured 
a good investment rather than as a 
quick buy for any particular star. 


On strength of her work in “Out- 
ward Bound,’ Helen Chandler has 
landed a term contract from WB. 
An immediate loan to U_ for 
“Dracula” followed. 


Amer-Anglo Pictures has engaged 
space at Darmour studios for one 
Spanish feature. F. C. Tamaya will 
supervise. Production starts Oct. 1. 


F.N.’S Spanish version of “The 
Sacred Flame” will be directed by 
William McGann, who. also did the 
Spanish “Bad Man.” Elvira Mola, 


Luana Alcanaz Antonio, Vidal Mar- 


tin, Garalga Juan De Homo and 


Carmen Rodriguez are cast. 


Title, “Big Shot,” intended by 
Par for a future Oakie story, has 
been changed to “On the Spot” on 
account of former handle being the 
property*~of Ben Hecht. Substi- 
tuted title is the name of a current 
Edgar Wallace play in London, so 
another change is anticipated. And 
thus it goes. 


“Road to Reno,” story of the 
divoree colony, is being written for 
Par by Martin Brown, author of 
“Cobra.” Bancroft’s next will be 
“Unfit to Print,” newspaper yarn, 
with John Cromwell directing. 


“Girls Together,’ new Dorothy 
Cram story, won't be a starring pic- 
ture for Joan Crawford as origi- 
nally intended. Mervyn Le Roy has 
been borrowed by Metro from F.N. 
to direct. No new lead announced. 


Arthur. Robinson, imported by 
Metro to direct German versions, 
will go French for “Madame 
Decolette,” original written on the 
lot by Yves Mirande. 


On departing for the east Olsen 
and Johnson had their old three- 
picture contract torn up by Warners 
and were handed new papers for 
three additional pictures at in- 
creased dovgh. Original contract 


(Continuea on Page 46) 


PATENT SETTLEMENT IS 
EXPECTED TO BE MADE 


Settlement of the patent rumpus 
in the U. S., mainly between Gen- 
eral Talking Pictures (DeForest) 
and Western Electric is looked for 
by Wall Street. No date limit is 
mentioned, 

What makes the situation look 
assured is the report of a confab 
upstate between A. T. & T. officials, 
including David Sarnoff, of RCA, 
and a prominent film exec, with a 
bankers’ rep in attendance. 

Inside on the confab is that the 
gathering, while it may have been 
social, was called for the purpose 
of finding out where the producers 
would stand in the final showdown. 

If settlement is effected, it is 
authoritatively stated, such ‘settle- 
ment will be on a participation 
basis, owing to the vast interests 
involved, 

So far as could be gleaned the pro- 
ducers felt that some assurance 
should come one way or the other 
from the electrics, owing to the 
probability that if judgment of the 
suits now pending goes the way of 
G. T. P. (DeForest), the indemni- 
ties awarded might be so huge that 
the bankers would be unwilling to 
carry the load. 

Bankers feel that unless a settle- 
ment can be reached, the matter can 
drag indefinitely. 

Meantime the appeal of W. E. 
from the Wilmington’s federal 
court’s ruling in favor of G. T. P.- 
on the Ries patent is due for hear- 


ing in December. 


$5 Ghost 


Hollywood, Sept. 23. 

A Hollywood newsboy with 
literary ambitions has 
“ghosted” for numerous studio 
writers and directors. 

The kid searches bookstores 
for novels out of copyright and 
condenses the plots, If a direc- 
tor or writer likes the story 
he buys it and springs it on 
the studio bunch as something 
he thought up while shaving. 

Newsboy’s standard price for 
the condensed plots is $5. 


SHOW BIZ, “VARIETY,” 
BOTH “ANTI-ROMANTIC”: 


Theatrical Profesion’s Realism 
Liked by Decatur—“Her- 
ald’s” Editorial 


Chicago, Sept. 23. 


Although show people have a 
reputation for grandiloqguent emo- 
tionalism, the Decatur, Ill., “Her- 


ald” has discovered they are “the 
most completely anti-romantic folk 
in the world.” 

This statement is contained in an 
editorial of Sept. 11 commenting on 
“Variety” as the “uncompromising- 
ly realist” trade panrer. 

What impresses the Decatur daily 
is “Variety's” detached attitude in 
reporting facts without trying to 
find Pollyannish brightness in bad 
business, 

Complete editorial follows: 


Where Bunk Doesn’t Go 


Theatrical folk, since long before 
the days of Barnum, conduct their 
public relations with sentimentality 
and buncombe that is proverbial. 
That is,in fact, an unimportant part 
of their job; helping the rest of us 
escape from a too grim world by 
creating a temporary illusion of a 
more astonishing and gay one. It 
is all a part of the tradition when 
they talk in superlatives, wave the 
flag more vigorously than any pa- 
triot, love “the kiddies” more pas- 
sionately than any parents, shed 
buckets of superfluous tears over 
the idea of motherhodd, and in gen- 
eral, magnify every human emotion 
until it becomes a earicature of the 
race, 

In view of this traditional public 
character, it is a thing perpetually 
astonishing to find them, among 
themselves, the most completely 
anti-romantic folk in the known 
world. Some day when you are 
standing before a news stand, a lit- 
tle uncertain of choice, buy a copy 
of “Variety,” the professional jour- 
nal of the movie and stage people. 
You will quickly discover that you 
have the most -uncompromisingly 
realist Paper you ever read. Beside 
it, a bulletin of the Federal Reserve 
Bank seems to be filled with pretty 
fancies. 

You do not find in “Variety” the 
optimistic whistling to keep up 
courage you find even in a sober 
journal of the steel industry. You 
do not read, for instance, “Not- 
withstanding extremely unfavorable 
conditions, business in Dallas held 
up better than could have been ex- 
pected, indicating a repaid gain 


| 


Social Side of Filmdom 


(in the East) =~ 


At a recent meeting of the War- 
ner Board of Governors it was 
unanimously decided that members 
with the Warner Club a year or 
more and who have the urge to 
marry will be presented with a $20 
gold piece. Male members included. 

Club is feeling the reaction. Over 
50° people took advantage of the 
offer, figuring 40 is 40. 


Plenty of Bowlers 


With 13 departments already 
entered in the Fox A. C. bowling 
tournament for October at Dwyer’s 
academy, Moe Kane is thinking of 
doubling last year’s ante by having 
two tournaments of eight teams 
each. Respective winners will fight 
it out for the champ prizes. 


Sweeping Insurance 

Among other things the Warner 
Club has done for the members is 
giving them group life insurance. It 
includes also total and permanent 
disability. Benefits from weekly 
sickness, non-occupational and ac- 
cident. Protects employees under 
all contingencies. 


Home-Made Dancer 


Fox A. C. will hold a dance Oct. 
8 at the Anne Morgan Hotel, 57th 
street. Mae Woods is handling the 
publicity. 

Among the attractions will be 
Richard Dixon, a home-made dancer. 


At Metro’s 


Tra Heymann registering for new 
term at N. Y. U....Hal Burrows is 
runner-up to Don Clarke and Milton 
Beecher for the title of The Best 
Dressed Man....Still unable to find 
who sends Nathalie Hammerstein 
those flowers....Charlie Cohen has 
a golf putter for making a low score 
on one of the neighborhood pony 
courses....La Belle Newirth, office 
damsel, wears dresses that make the 
men take notice. She wears one 
which Metro calls the “Sexy Crepe’”’ 
...-It won't be long now with Yetta 
Weissbarth and William Wang.... 
Hy Radler goes to dances about 
every evening. Wears Joe Homler’s 
red necktie....Buddy Markus com- 
pleting her sixth year as Metro’s 
librarian....Tiana Kriesberg got the 
big banjo clock raffled off by Halsey 
Raines, Esq....Larry Altshuler sings 


with coming of cooler weather and 
autumn revival.” 

What you do read is: “Dallas— 
Bow picture flopped; BO (meaning 
box office receipts) fell to $12,000.” 

From a press agent you may 
hear something like this: “In re- 
spcense to a great flood of requests 
from admirers all over the country, 
Eddie Cantor has consented to 
broadcast a special song program 
over the Columbia network.” In 
“Variety,” however, you will read, 
“Timing the appearance with the 
general release of ‘Whoopee,’ Eddie 
Cantor, that picture’s star, will ap- 
pear on the air to plug his songs in 
that show.” To “plug” is to popu- 
larize; create a market for. 

It’s a refreshing thing to find any- 
where in this world of so much 
pumped-up sentiment and bogus 
optimism’ a whole paper written in 
the mood of candor. And if it 
seems strange that the theatre peo- 
ple, of all classes, should be the 
ones to inspire this sort of journal- 
ism, the explanation probably is, 
that they are more fed-up with the 
other things than are the rest of us. 


VICTOR HEERMAN 


Directed 


ANIMAL CRACKERS 


theme songs over the radio in 
spare time, 


Red in Skourases 
Spyros Skouras is celebrating the 
arrival of a red-headed brother from 
Greece, making it a_ foursome, 
Others also in the film biz, helping 
to keep theatres out of the req— 


and now up pops a red- 
brother! 


his 


Holding Out 

Harold Gutman, Fox artist, has 
polished up his dancing shoes and is 
prepared to defend his title of Fox's 
Fox Trot king at the exhibition con. 
test, a feature of the Fox A. C. in- 
formal dinner-dance, Oct. 8, in the 
ballroom of the Anne Morgan Hotel, 

Harold maintains secrecy on his 
femme partner for the event. Rumor 
points at Gladys Hall, who dances 
so exquisitely as the lass, 


Warner’s 

ne of -the greatest admirer 
Warner Club News is Lou ae 
--..-Elkan (purchasing) Reiner and 
a little shemale are about to take 
the leap....Tom Martin Warner 
junior exec, loudly and proudly da- 
daing his baby....Ann Goebel ig 
chairman of the bridge club and her 
sister, studio employe, has plenty on 
her chest these days....Mamie 
Rosenberg, permanent fixture in the 
organization, finally fell....If you 
see a guy on Broadway calling out 
“yantch” you'll know it’s Liliputian 
Phill Abrahams, head of the film 
dept....George Bilson. has one of 
those artistic desires. Song will be 
submitted next month....Elsie Porn- 
hagen, with F. N. for ever so long, 
gets her finger adorned next week 
....Ray Rosen already has it.... 
After peacefully happy for 26 years, 
Johnny Maxwell, idol of the War- 
ner office boys, decided to abandon 
one-arm joints for a home. He's 
honeymooning now, after grabbing 
the $20 gold Warner endowment.... 
Sam Shapin, Vitaphoner _inci- 
dently or rather accidently a 
Warner Club member, made a rec- 
ord speech at a recent board meet- 
ing. Two hours and a half and not 
a gun in the place....That con- 
firmed woman hater, Arthur Strauss, 
and a pretty girl have decided. All’s 
quiet on the Warner front about 
it....What a woman will do for 


(Continued on page 44) 


M-G REHASHING TWO 
FUMBLES FOR ’30-’31 


Hollywood, Sept. 23. 

Metro is resuscitating two previe 
ously planned releases, both mu- 
sicals, one of which, “The March of 
Time,” the old-timers’ revue, had 
been scrapped. This was Harry 
Rapf’s production idea, which was 
all-star and all-Metro directed, &@ 
sequence of bits and numbers, in- 
cluding such old-timers like Weber 
and Fields, Louis Mann, DeWolf 
Hopper, William Collier, Sr., Marie 
Dressler, et al., in addition to the 
juvenile Metro crop of personali- 
ties. 

Edgar Allen Woolf has been ene 
gaged by Metro for the tough as- 
signment of dovetailing the revue 
idea into a. story structure and 
eliminate the revue onus which has 
been decided as uncommercial. 

The othér musical, Vincent You- 
mans’ “Great Days,” which flopped 
sadly at the Youmans’ Cosmopoli- 
tan, New York, was only briefly 
started. That was a prolog which 
will be retained. Production will 
now be continued by Harry Pollard, 
with Joan Crawford as the star of 
the operetta. The musical end of 


it, howeverfj will be held down. ; 
Crawford's 


This follows Miss 
current “Within the Law,” now in 
production, which Sam Wood is 


making. 

Raymond L. Schrock has been put 
under contract by Metro on a week- 
to-week arrangement with long- 
term contract possibilities to adapt 
“Great Day.” William Cary Dune 
can was program-credited for the 
original libretto with a host of 
tinkerers concerned. 4 

Metro’s concern salvaging 
“Great Day” is because the picture 
company had originally gone $300,- 
000 on the nut for the Youmans 
stage flop. 

This lines up with Metro's de- 
cision to add.10 pictures onto its 
previously scheduled program of 52 
for 1930-’31. It makes 62 in all, the 
10 extra to be, in the main, all-sta¥ 
pictures. 


U Buy’s Western Story 


Hollywood, Sept. 23. 

Max Brand’s new western 

“Destry Rides Again,” 
bought by Universal. 

No assignments mentioned yet 
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The Big Ten . . . The biggest ten productions in the field! ““The Third 
Alarm,” two James Cruze super-productions, one James Whale super- 
production, “Aloha Oe,” “A Girl ofthe Limberlost,”’ “Leftover Ladies,”’ 
‘‘TheBarbarian,” ‘“MoranoftheLady Letty,’ UnpardonableSin.” 


Sixteen special features comprising four James Cruze films, an Al Rogell 
film,““Extravagance,” “SheGotWhatShe Wanted,” “CaughtCheating” 
“Steel,” “The Drums of Jeopardy,” ‘‘Lasca,” “The Single Sin,” “The 
Beloved Enemy,” “The Keeper of the Bees,” “Wild Youth,” “‘Hi-Jack.”” 


Eighteen smashing action-Westerns and outdoor melodramas! Includ- 
ing 6 Bob Steele Westerns, 6 Rex Lease Westerns, and 6 Outdoor 
Action Melodramas. Here are eighteen pictures of the active he-man 


type that will put fresh blood into the most anaemic box-office. 


26 1-reel “Voice of Hollywood,” 6 
2-reel H. C. Witwer’s “Classics in 
Slang,” 6 2-reel Tiffany Chimp Series, 
6 l-reel “Musical Fantasies”, 6 
Forbes Randolph's “Kentucky Jubilee 
Singers” (3 1-reel and 3 2-reel), 
6 T-reel Color Symphonies, 6 1-reel 


Multicolor Subjects) » « 
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KNOCKS BOOKINGS 
GALLEY-WEST AGAIN! 


WITH N.Y. First Run Houses 
ammed with PARAMOUNT 
Hits, Pity the Frantic Booker 
Who Has to Find Homes for 
the Deluge of PARAMOUNT 


Big Ones on the Way! 


Tue N. Y. booker thought he had his dates neatly set. | 

BUT HE GOT A BOMBARDMENT OF PARAMOUNT SMASHES THAT ARE 
OUT-RUNNING AND OUT-DRAWING ANYTHING THIS BUSINESS HAS EVER 
KNOWN BEFORE! 
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““ANYBODY’S WOMAN *, set for a week at the Paramount Theatre, N. Y., the 
house’s policy, smashed the high gross record. Held a second week, it came within 

«a few dollars of topping the record again! All logic of showmanship called for a third 
week to accommodate the thousands of patrons turned away. The booker tearfully 
argued that this would hopelessly pile up other pictures that had to be cleared for 
the N. Y. territory. “Anybody’s Woman” went on its triumphant way. 


“MONTE CARLO”, set for a normal long run at the Rivoli, N. Y., is opening its 
fifth S. R.O. week! With not a sign of a let-down. Other bookings wait. 


“ANIMAL CRACKERS” leaps merrily into its 5th capacity week, with mobs 
of standees lining up eight deep in the rear of the theatre. Another picture should 
already be playing the Rialto, but you can’t yank a show with waiting thousands of 


patrons blocking Broadway. 
What's the result ? 


“FOLLOW THROU”, normally a long run smash, has to be squeezed into the 


-week-stand Paramount and, despite tremendous business, moved on at the end of a 


week. 


“THE SPOILERS”, a big show if there ever was one, comes along. What to do? 
The Paramount hits can’t be pried out of the long run theatres. There’s only one 


solution: 


Paramount THEATRE (N.Y.) patrons get another Big Bargain__“The Spoilers.” 


Chicago was the tip-off. Playing McVickers, the picture did great business on 
the Loop! 


It’s a surefire record-wrecker anywhere! And 


the booking J am has J ust beg un! 


“THE SPOILERS” is Rex Beach’s mighty 


drama. With Gary Cooper, Kay Johnson, Betty 
Compson, Harry Green, James Kirkwood, Slim 
Summerville. An Edwin Carewe Production. 


PARAMOUNT 
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BROOKLYN 
SEEING Is W'IN 


AVE. ELATBUSH AVELNEVINS ST ST. 


except Sac, 
Sun. & Hel. 


A LAME with WOMEN 
— A TIGER with MEN! 
Fate made him an outlaw 
Love made him asaing in 


-TANE 


Immortal Scory 


Moe Product 
GEORGE ORIEN 
Loy 
Barking 


Guns! 
wien 


BROWN 
the 


Farewoll Week Fanchon & Marco's 
The Gay Prince of Rhythn- Colorful Carnital of Gypsy 
Cee! Bur b's Fun To See Himt “CYP, CYPsy” 
Jeanne 
A Sweet Girt... And A Char Dar. y 
eter Singer wee Bonces 
UD track carta wer viasim 
Their Lives Hang On A Russian! A Dancer! A 
Single w ive, 


RON & DON 
The Com boss way- Your. 


Blues 


16-SUNKIST cYPsy 
BEAUTIES-16 


Added 


KNOW 00K 
APais of Imernasional Panics 
RAYSER SCO. Witn 
GEORGE PRIZE MOVILTONE 
Be A Kid Again... 
Punch & Judy Time!. weve said 


\ Tent full 


LOS ANGELES 


LAST DAY RKO Vaudeville 

12.0clocKREVUE 
MARTY MA’ 


BERT LYTELL 
PATSY RUTH MILLER. 


TOMORROW 
Liberty Magazine's famous Cover &SuarySenes 


‘FOR THE LOVE OLIL" 


cA Columbia Ficture with 
A ELLIOTT 
WARGARE 


ni VAUDEVILLE 
MILTON BERLE 


? 


BURKE LUSTER BROS. 


HARTFORD 


Start< af 


What have you.. that 


haven't attract my 


hisband oe 
give him.. that ] can not? 


what can you 


The Ages OU Coy of the 
the 
Womee 


Just love... companionship 
..youth..a soul that aches 
for happiness. want to 
play... and so does your 
husband . . he wants fire .. 


and you sive him .. icel 


The Talk of 1930 


CECIL B. 
DE MILLE 
Reaches the zenith 
he look 
. the 

KAY JOHNSON 
REGINALD DENNY 
ROLAND YOUNG 


. On the Stage 
FOUR complete Shows 


FANCHON & 
MARCO. 
present 
“G 
Fellows” 


IDEA 
The Ever 


f 


POLI-CAPIT 
a 


DAVY TON 


GUEST THEATER 
TICKETS 


WILL BE AWARDED TO THRIFTY READERS OF 
CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING PAGES 


Look for your name somewhere among these 
want ads, 


RONALD 
COLMAN 


| RAFFLES 


UNITED 


If yours happens to be one of the 10 names listed 
each day, come to The Herald office and receive 

- g pair of guest tickets to see “RAFFLES” next 
-week’s show at Loew's. 


HERALD CLASSIFIED 
ADS 


OFFER VARIOUS OPPORTUNITIES DAILY. 


Practical Advertising 


One of the most noticeable facets uncovered since “Variety” has adopted 
the weekly two-page idea display of theatre ads instead of the single 
page, is the lack of diversity in display and style employed by ex- 
hibitors. 

Several reasons for this insufficient contrast may be given. Perhaps 
among the most important is the time element. Exhibitors do not al- 
ways know the bookings sufficiently in advance, and advertising staffs 
on the same angle are not always therefore permitted to realize the full 
significance of the film directly due in. 

Altogether it simmers down to knowing the picture. That takes in 
the cast as well as story. 

Another reason is that exhibitors are willing to depend mostly on 
the press sheet, but which generally represents. Theatres working that 
Way permit themselves no outlet for local ideas, which may constitute 
a concentrated originality. 

A third reason that may be considered is the lack of sufficient product. 
With available first-run-showings down to an average of eight films 
weekly, two pages show up several similar styles. 

(Continued on page 17) 


NEW YoRK CITY 


Warner Bros. Offer 
$500.00 for 


a Slogan 


“OUTWARD BOUND” ie. an exquisite romance of two lost souls whe 
Jeave this world in search of a better. 


Their love is 20 beautiful and their devotion so steadfast thet & commands the 
pity of Satan and the mercy of Jehovah. 


It is that something different 


‘The story is reverently and beautifully told. 
Nothing quite like it has | 


for which all producers are constantly searching. 
ever been produced on the screen before. 


Ni ie 90 unique and 80 extraordinary that we have decided to offer three 
pnzes: $250.00, $150.00 and $100.00 for brief slogans that will properly | 
describe it Suggestions should be mailed to the Hollywood Theatre, Broad- 

way and 51st Street. 


“OUTWARD BOUND” was written by Sutton Vane, and as a play 
created a tremendous sensation when produced in London and New York. 


It was directed by Robert Milton and its cast includes Leslie Howard, Douglas 
Fairbanks, Je., Beryl Mercer, Dudley Digges, Helen Chandler, Alison Skip- 
worth, Alea B. Francis, Montagu Love and Lyonel Watts, 


‘The critics and all those who have seen it since it opened Thursday have 
acclaimed it as the most sensational: innévation in years. The extraordinary 
demand for tickets has convinced us that you, too, will’ share their enthusiasm, 


“Outward Bound” 
Now Playing 


Hollywood Theatre 
Twice Daily, 2:45—8:45 
Today. 3-6-8145 
All Seats Reserved 
Good Seats 75, $1.00 


TOLEDO 


FODAY—AT 11 

AT LAST TOLEDO CAN SEE THIS GREAT $2.00 
ROAD SHOW PRODUCTION AT REGULAR 
PARAMOUNT PRICES! DON’T MISS IT! 


} The screen's -dramatic thun 
derbolt! Rex Beach's dynamic 
story of daredevil courage, 
mighty” - 


BEACH’S 


IMMORTAL 
STORY 


with KAY JOHNSON 
ARRY GREEN 

JAMES WOOD 

SLIM SUMMERV! 


w Gold, He- 


Fighting! Loving! 


SPORG 


and His Merrimakers 
in the Publix 


“NOAH'S: LARK” 

“A Buatlowd of Pun” 
BILLY FARRELL and DAD 
“Famous Dancing son @ Father” 
BERINOFF and EULALIE 
“internationatly Famous Headliners 
MARGARET (Mickey) McKEE 

“The Whisiling Songdird™ 

PANSY THE HORSE 

“That's @ Great tlorse™ 
FRED EVANS’ BLUE BIRDS 


A Bevy of Beauties 


Clark at the Drape Fridas 
amount Extra 
aq 1:90, 2:00, 4:26, ttraction 


OHIO'S GREATEST SHOW VALUE! WW 


ANGELES 


A Private S tary «+ 
PRIVATE 


AGIRE Ww to face 
facts...she loved her boss 
B .-.she knew him in all his weak- 
ness and all his Strength and yet 
---She loved him...she helped him 
make the money he spent on his 
home wife.....her reward was a 
weekly pay check . ---. It rips the 
walls from a thousand offices 
+++.the hearts from a 
million people 
YOU READ IT IN THE COSMO 
MAGAZINE AND IN THE EXAMI. 


Te See it on the Screen! 


FFICE- WIFE 


Faith Baldwin’s widely discussed 
Cosmopolitan Magazine story 
With 


DOROTHY MACKAILL 
LEWIS STONE 


A Warner Bros. Vitaphone Proddction 
DIRECTED BY LLOYD BACON 


Seventh at Hill FAber 2266 


STARTS 
FRIDAY 
AT 10:45 


— DOWNTOWN 
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Aworica’s 1 onder Theatre} 


A beautiful halt 
following the man she loved . desir 
rsen, power-crazed, t 
rea- 


MILTON SILLS in 


JACK LONDON’S 


SPECAL D5 


IDNITE REVEL 


STARTS TODAY 
AT OA 


PORTLAND, JRE 


Fox LOAS” [HEAT RES \ 


Young America’s 
favorite Western + 
star. Dashing bero 
of “The Light of © 
Western Stars,” 
“The Border Legion", 


Practical Adveriising 


(Continued from page 16) | ff ARLEN 


These causes are taken mainly from a key city attitude. Subsequent - 
runs have little or no chance of showing anything new or original if 1 ae a rai 
what they must follow for thought and ideas isn’t original of itself. 
This, because the subsequent run in the majority of cases hasn't 
any p. and a. staff. O Garamount Gicture 
It gets down to a basis where the public is being sold on a trade 
angle. Trade angle never changes. But the theatre operator must con- WITH 
sider that difference himself. MITZI GREEN 
Where most seemingly falter is on the follow-up. Therein may lie EUGENE PALLETTE 
the entire principle of advertising. Question of whether follow-up ad- ROSITA MORENO 
vertising is worth ‘while and how much, or if film advertising is a one- Love-making swift and 
impetuous ag this fagt- 
moving drama itself. 


FIRST 
“THE DIVORCEE”. THEN. 
“OUR BLUSHING BRIDES". NOW 


"LOVE IN 
ROUGH’ 


AN M.G-M 


Bringing your favorite romantic he-man of the ulerae 
modern comedy romance.in his greatest role of loves 
and laughs . . . youthbul euneful eyeful... goliful 


ROBERT 


MONTGOMERY 
DOROTHY JORDAN...BENNY RUBIN 


idea measure with no development possibility lurking. 

Extending that phase may find an inherent rhapsody that opr Hoe 
more than advertising and extends to stage shows and film production -* 
along certain limits. Maybe advertising in theatres acquires that knack ‘SOCIETY GOES SPAGHE).1,” WITH NICK and TONY 
from one of those sources or maybe it's the other way. That's some- PATHE AUDIO REVIEW PATHE SOUND NEWS ° 
thing anybody can think about. 
_ It’s no secret that original ideas never came out of machine-like | 
thinking. Advertising to be original must be creative, and the creative ALBEE 


person must have time to think, | 


CHICAGO 


sr 
FOX BROADWAY cen | 
| Reckless Love—Supar Daddies—Romeos! ar (ok = 
LAST TIMES TODAY the Gayest, Fastest, Spiciest All-Paiking 

Jack London's “The SEA WOLF” Comedy of Her Whole. Screen Careert 

FANCHON @ MARCOS GLORIA ASBVRY PARK 
“GEN AS Ab AS” 
OWA NS SON Last Times Today 
At 2.00-6.30-9.90 


s‘a Widow Who Takes Gay Paree by 
= Gorgeously Gowned in New 
Creations—Playing with Fire and Love! 


“CALL of the FLESH” 


with 
BAMON NOVARREO 
DOROTHY JORDON 
RENEE ADOREE 
ERNEST TORRENCE 
NANCE O’NEIL 


Tom Howard Comedy 
Paramount News 


Maja Bowes, Mang Dir. And here's At 2.00 P. M. 


The Nattiest and Funniest 7 
Comedy Ever Filmed! 
RUBE GOLDBERG’S 


th 
“DOUGHBOYS” 


The 
Screamie 


KEATON 


CLIFF EDWARDS 
Otracted by Edward Sedgwick 


ives. ace t 

atest 


MARKET 


The Nuttiest Nuts on Land or Sea! 
You'll howl with glee as they chase the dames around! 


PLUS — 


= The ovice of the junale SPEAKS for the first tenet 
“THE Production = 4 | = vour = The palsing heart of dorkest Africa throbs wih 
|GREATER TALKIE {EAGON-NOW/, 
store of such competing beauty Century! = sa 
respond to mario EN ANDA ON The duck-tilled womea of ihe 4 
Ubangi are the weirdest women 
AND ONE MAN MASTER OF THEM ALL! 
eet Angel” ang “Sunny “7th 3 Walte¢ Futter 
ROSE HopartT | 
ESTELLE TAYLOR --B. WARNER PRWIDENCE RE 
Raymont Hackett—Jane Keith is | 
1 
y 
* 
HITE 
“COLLEGIATE N 
COR TELEPHONE BY Bin ough | 
fereat! ORCH. Hearst Metrotgne News 
ED HEALY AND HIS RACKETEERS 
(Vaudeville’s Highest Paid Act) : 
PHIL ADELPHIA Comedy Siar) 
+f vor Charles King Noah Beery “Her Man | Mioutes 
"4 


VARIETY Wednesday, September 24, 1939" 


TOLEDO 


BROOKLYN 
SEEING Is WIN 


SHOW IN BROo 


ALAMB with WOMEN 
ATICER with MEN! 
Fate made him an outlaw 
Love made him asaint in 


‘TANE GREY’S 


Immortal Sory 


“EAST. 
DUAN ES: 


Mou serone Prod 
GFORCE LOY” “EUCILLE BROWN 


ar ut 


AT LAST TOLEDO CAN SEE THIS GREAT $2.00 
ROAD SHOW PRODUCTION AT REGULAR 
PARAMOUNT PRICES! DON’T MISS IT! 


DAYTON 


The screen's dramatic thun 
derbolt! Rex Beach's dynamic 
courage, 
and flaming love. mighty - 
cast of 5000 headed by 


WILL BE AWARDED TO THRIFTY READERS. OF 
CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING PAGES 


Lock for your name somewhere among these 
want ads. 


| RONALD 
COLMAN 


tA FRANKIE Life and Song Q 4 UNITED 3 
Gee! But Fun JENKS See Him? “CYP, 


If yours happens to be one of the 10 names listed 


A Sweet Gist... And A Charms 
Sweeter Singer baric Bonces each day, come to The Herald office and receive 


EVERS & CRETA JACK VLASKIN. pair of guest tickets to see “RAFFLES” next 
i Their Lives Hang On A 
Single Wire, with See JOHNSON 
HAR GREEN 


JAMES WOOD 
SLIM SUMMERV! 


w Gold, He- 


Fighting! Loving! 


| 


and His Merrimakers 
the Publix 


RON & DON 
The Organ Sing- Away-Your. 


; 
tues Boys 
CALICARY BROS, 
AP eit of Imernasional Panis 
i 
GEORGE PRIZE 
Be A Kid Again... he's 


Punch & Judy Time!. y 


Added Feanne 


ADS 
. RAYSER & CO. WEE 

res sens OFFER VARIOUS OPPORTUNITIES DAILY. 


weve said 


Russian! A Da 
week’s show at Loew’s. 
f 


“NOAH'S: LARK” 

“A Buattowd of Fun” 
BILLY FARRELL and DAD 
“Famous Dancing son @ Father” 

BERINOFF and EULALIE 
“Inte Fawous Headliners™ 
MARGARET (Mickey) McKEE 

"Tae Whistling Songdird™ 

SY THE HOKSE 

Great Horse” 
FRED EVANS’ BLUE BIRDS 
A Bevy of Beauties , 


Merlo Ctark at the Next Frid 
Paramount Ore Extra Added 


i LOS ANGELES 


CONTINUOUS 
| DAY ractica vertisi 
RAST RKO tising 
“THE LAST OFTHE 12OclocKREVUE 
: ARTS s One of the most noticeable facts uncovered since “Variety” has adopted 
TOMORROW the weekly two-page idea display of theatre ads instead of the single 
ae Liberty Magazine's fonows Cover Stary Series, ee page, is the lack of diversity in display and style employed by ex- 
ANGELES 


. 
"FOR OV LIL’ bibitors. A 
Bs THE ft E 0 easive Several reasons for this insufficient contrast may be given. Perhaps Pri ivat e Secretary esell 


SALLY STARIC MARGARET UV * among the most important is the time element. Exhibitors do not al- 
RKO — a ways know the bookings sufficiently in advance, and advertising staffs RIVATE PROPERTY 
| ree VAUDEVILLE oss¢ on the same angle are not always therefore permitted to realize the full | 
MILTON BERLE significance of the film directly due in. | 
DOROTHY LULL Altogether it simmers down to knowing the picture. That takes in 


Shows at: 11:30, 2:00, 4 Attraction | 


8:00 aad 10.23 Sach 
OHIO'S GREATEST SHOW VALUE! 


HOME OF PARAMOENT PICTURES AND PUBLIX STAGE SHOWS Adams ot LIN PE: PERSON. 


Another reason is that exhibitors are willing to depend mostly on 
the press sheet, but which generally represents. Theatres working that 
way permit themselves no outlet for local ideas, which may constitute 
HARTFORD a concentrated originality. 

re A third reason that may be considered is the lack of sufficient product. 
With available first-run showings down to an average of eight films 
weekly, two pages show up several similar styles. 
(Continued on page 17) 


NEW YoRK 


What have you.. that I 
havent to attract my 
hisband ea what can you 
give him..thae | can not? 


Warner Bros. Offer 
$500.00 for 


a Slogan 


“OUTWARD BOUND” is. an exquisite romance of two lost souls whe 
leave this world in search of a better. 


Their love ie 20 beautiful and their devotion so steadfast thet # ¢ ds the 
pity of Satan and the mercy of Jehovah. 


5 The Ages OW Cry of the 
Wile Neglerted.. ond she 


Just love... companionship 
..youth..a soul chat sches 
for happiness... 1 want to 
play. and so does your 
husband . . he wants fire. 


and you give him .. icel 


The Talk of 1930 
CECIL B. 
DE MILLE 


AGIRL who dared to face 
facts...she loved her boss 
B .-.she knew him in all his weak- 

ness and all his Strength and yet 
---She loved him...she helped him 
make the money he spent on his 
home wife..... her reward was ea 
weekly pay check..... It rips the 
walls from a thousand offices 
+++ethe hearts from a 
million people 
YOU READ IT IN THE COSMOPOLIT. 
MAGAZINE AND IN THE 


Now See it on the Screen! 


‘The story is reverently and beautifully told. It is that something different 
for which alf producers are constantly searching. Nothing quite like it has 
ever been produced on the screen before. 


N , KAY JOHNSON 

REGINALD DENNY 
ROLAND YOUNG 


pnzes:, $250.00, $150.00 and $100.00 for brief slogans that will properly 
describe it Suggestions should be mailed to the Hollywood Theatre, Broad- 
way and 51st Street. 


Ni ie 90 unique and so extraordinary that we have decided to offer three 


On the Stage 


“OUTWARD BOUND” was written by Sutton Vane, and as a play 
created a tremendous sensation when produced in London and New York. 


It was directed by Robert Milton and its cast includes Leslie Howard, Douglas 
Fairbanks, Jz., Beryl Mercer, Dudley Digges. Helen Chandler, Alison Skip- 
worth, Alec B. Francis, Montagu Love and Lyonel Watts, 


‘The critics and all those who have seen it since it opened Thursday have 


acclaimed it as the most sensational: innévation in years. The extraordinary 


demand for tickets has convinced us that you, too, will’ share their enthusiasm, OFF: CE W¥i fe 


Faith Baldwin’s widely discussed 
Cosmopolitan Magazine story 
with 


STAR Ts DOROTHY MACKAILL 
FRIDAS LEWIS STONE 


A Warner Bros. Vitaphone Proddction 


AT ed DIRECTED BY LLOYD BACON 
Seventh at Hill *FAber 2266 


FANCHON & 
MARCO. 


{ present 


MOVIETONE NEWS 


‘ 
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a) 
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Sy 
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| 
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J 
Be 
4 | Twice Daily, 2:45-8:45 
\ Good Seats Me, 25¢, $1.00 
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ATLAN Te 


cH By the Screen’; Most oe Male Star 
The World’s Greatest Lover in His Greatest Picture 
his marve mus performances i 
‘eaven nget” and ‘Sunny Side Up” 

ROSE H.B. WARNER 
ESTELLE TAYLOR LEE TRACY _ 


PORTLAND ORE 


Fox West Co 


and laughs . youthhul . 


RO 


FANCHON 


Wicht with 
the famous Junior Womee 


TE LEPHO 


“THE DIVORCEE”. .. THEN- 
"OUR BLUSHING BRIDES". NOw 


"LOVE IN 
THE ROUGH" 


Bringing your favorite romantic he-man of the ulera- 
modern comedy romance...in his greatest role of loves 


MONTGOMERY 
DOROTHY JORDAN ...BENNY RUBIN 


FOX BROADWAY 


LAST TIMES TODAY 
Jack London's “The SEA WOLF” 


“GEMS and JAMS” 


CORAL GABLES coo 


AST IHEATRES 


tuneful... .eyeful... golful 


BERT 


& MARCOS 


a NTRY CLUB 


ne 


of a be 

eal 


beautiful girl... half wan pele? 
angel... trying to forget the 
man she loved... desired 
y rsen, power-crared, irea- 
smash men and ideals. 


MILTON SILLS in 


JACK LONDON’S 
Romancewith - 


Createst 


ALL SOUND 
PROGRAM 


Goes / 
IDNITE REVEL | 
DETROIT’S BIGGEST ALL SOUND SHOW. 
TONIGHT AT 11:45—ALL SEATS 50c 


Practical Advertising 


(Continued from page 16) 


These causes are taken mainly from a key city attitude. Subsequent 
runs have little or no chance of showing anything new or original if 
what they must follow for thought and ideas isn’t original of itself. 
This, because the subsequent run in the majority of cases hasn't 
any Pp. and a. staff. 

It gets down to a basis where the public is being sold on a trade 
angle. Trade angle never changes. But the theatre operator must con- 
sider that difference himself. 

Where most seemingly falter is on the follow-up. Therein may lie 
the éntire principle of advertising. Question of whether follow-up ad- 
vertising is worth while and how much, or if film advertising is a one- 
idea measure with no development possibility lurking. 

Extending that phase may find an inherent rhapsody that takes in 
more than advertising and extends to stage shows and film production 
along certain limits. Maybe advertising in theatres acquires that knack 
from one of those sources or maybe it’s the other way. That's some- 
thing anybody can think about. 

It’s no secret that original ideas never came out of machine-like 
thinking. Advertising to be original must be creative, and the creative 
person must have time to think, os 


CHICAGO 


ARTISTS 


| Reckless Love—Sugar Daddies—Romeos! 


\Tt’s the Gayest, Fastest, Spiciest 
wo Comedy of Her Whole Screen Careert 


| GLORIA 


-As ‘a Widow Who Takes Gay Paree by 


Storm = Gorgeously Gowned in New 
Creationg—Playing with Fire and Love! 


SITY 


GAPITOL 


way and Sereet 
Major Edward Bowes, Man'g Dir. 


“DOUGHBOYS” 


The 
Screamie 
of the” % 4 
Trenched 
BUSTER 


KEATON 


CLIFF EDWARDS 
Oirected by Edward Sedgwick Hears 


PHILADELPHIA 


& MARKET 


The Nuttiest Nuts on Land or Sea! 
You'll howl with glee as they chase the dames around! 


{<3 Charles King Noah Beery 
Lowel] Sherman Irene Delroy 


OLSEN & JOHNSON 


americas 


YORK 


sHOWs 


CORE NOW 
Tha ooice of the jurale SPEAKS fer the tint 


— TALK AND SOUND 


PROVIDENCE 


STARTS TODAY. 
AT OA 


Young America’s 
favorite Westera + 
star. Dashing bero 
of “The Light of 
‘Western Stars,“ 
“The Border Legion", 


Santa Fe Trail’ 


Garamount Gicture 


WITH 
MITZI GREEN 
EUGENE PALLETTE 
ROSITA MORENO 
Love-making swift and 
impetuous as tiris faat- 
moving drama itself. 


‘SOCIETY GOES SPAGHE«1I,” WITH NICK end TONY 
PATHE AUDIO REVIEW PATHE SOUND NEWS ‘ 


RKO ALBEE 


vA 
Jungie 
sharks end with 
ivory thieves pet Trailing 
he iN N- 

ing TALKING Drama 
‘THE MAN TER” 
CHARL With UN 
JOBN DELA 
AT Cook LODER NORA LANE 


Alberta Vay, 
All- thn 
Talking Comedy 


ASBVRY PARK 


Last Times Today 
2.00-6.30-9.90 


“CALL of the FLESH” 


with 
RAMON NOVARRO 
DOROTHY JORDON 
RENEE ADOREE 
ERNEST TORRENCE 
NANCE O’NEIL 


Tom Howard Comedy 


Paramount News 


Starting 
Tomorrow 
At 2.00 P. M. 
The Nattiest and Funniest 


Comedy Ever Filmed! 
RUBE GOLDBERG’S 


. FRANCES McCoy 


Musical Comedy Star) 
STANLEY SMITH 

(Boy Friend of “Hohey”). 

WINNINGER 
(Of the “Ghow Boat”) 


Run Here Prior to the N. Y. Roxy 


— PLUg — j~ — PLUs — 


— 


q 


= 
PETRIUT 
STUPENDOUS ALL SOUND SHOW. Sy 
‘ Fox ae = = == == = Bet 
(GREATER TALKIE SEAJON-NOW/ AFRICA SPEAK 
IR , a Ubangi are the weirdest women 
AND ONE MAN MASTER OF THEM ALL! 
| 
Today Today STUPENDOUS oA 
«The 
Bi 
\ wrong IN PERSON 3) 
joving the CLIFF ; 
JINCHUK aad 4 
— . Nowe 4 - 
9 4 with 
GUI TED HEALY AND HIS RACKETEERS 
(Vaudeville’s Highest Paid Act) by 
wit 
/ For i Light “Her Man” of Color 
(G ‘ Castine = HOME OF PARAMOUNT PICTURES 
* Ocean Axe. st Fifth . Tel, 800 
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Figure Ways to Keep Public 
Reading Paid Ads Thru Week 


Chicago, Sept. 23. 

Taking a lesson from radio com- 
mercial advertisers, a new idea in 
newspaper advertising is being con- 
sidered by the press departments of 
both R-K-O and Publix-B. & K. 
Headquarters of each circuit is try- 
ing to figure some way to keep 
up the reader interest in the ad 
right through the week. As they 
figure the situation at present, the 
readers turn to the picture ads only 
on Friday or Saturday, opening 
days, when the ad spreads are 
splurged all over the page. But on 
the following days, interest dies off, 
with most of the money spent on 
ads on these days going to waste. 

New idea is some gag to keep the 
readers turning day after day to 
the advertising section. This is to 
be done by the use of a daily fea- 
ture; such as a cartoon, or “what’s 
wrong in this pieture?,” or inside 
chatter about the picture colony, or 
the favorite jokes of the fav picture 
names. These, and many others, 
are being considered by the press 
departments. Publix is particularly 
interested in the matter because of 
the extremely large amount of ad- 
vertising copy, and because the idea 


would be peculiarly applicable to 
their situation. 
Feeling Dailies 

Both of the circuits, Jack Hess 
for R-K-O, and William Hollender 
and Bill Pine for Publix, have feel- 
ers out with the newspapers, try- 
ing to make a deal. The circuits 
are offering to supply the feature 
free, if the dailies make no charge 
for the space, which is to be in- 
cluded in the ads. 

Idea throughout is an offshoot 
from the radio presentation; giving 
the public something for nothing in 
the way of entertainment, in order 
to tag on a few lines of advertising 
ehatter. At first the press boys 
were thinking of some sort of con- 
test tie-ups, where the readers 
would have to find hidden letters or 
such. This was tried some time 
ago by Publix-B. & K. and was 
found unsuccessful because the 
public felt that it was, in a@ way, 
ohly a racket, getting them to read 
ads when they didn’t want to. This 
will be done away with the boys 
argue, in the matter of an absolute- 
ly free feature, which will bring the 
readers to the ad pages day after 


day as a source of enjoyment. 


EXPLOITATION 


This department is almost entirely made up of matter from “Variety’s” 
own correspondents. Seldom is any of the exploitation notes sent out by 
the home publicity offices of the chains used here. 

“Variety’s” correspondents have been requested to report on all local 
press or exploitation stunts that fail or prove too expensive for results 


achieved, 


as well as those which get over. 


Ordinary or expected exploitation not included in this department. 
Repetition in several cities also excluded, after first mention, unless new 


angle is later developed. 


Brooklyn, N. Y. 

lining up Brooklynites 
who wish to learn how to play mu- 
sic free of charge. Through a tie- 
up with. the Gretsch Music House, 
lessons: are being given. by their 
instructors at no cost to the theatre. 
Also tying in with local department 
furniture chain for news space. Gag 
is that each week sectional band 
units will rehearse inside theatre 
after seeing current program, pre- 
senting theatre stub as admittance 
to rehearsal room. 

Club to date numbers some 800 
members, solicited through theatre. 
Individual band units will be 
formed, according to plan, with 
ticket gag working. Finished band 
units will then play on the stage on 
special Sectional and Industrial 
nights. 

Another stunt which the Par pub- 
licity boys have started is a weekly 
radio spiel, 15-minute movie-chat 
over WLTH in the afternoon. Each 
week one of the boys faces the 
microphone as Rob Reel, with gos- 
sip from the coast and Long Island 
studios plugging the current picture 
at the house. Elsie Thompson, 
house organist, and Frankie Jud- 
nick, accordionist, help to fill in the 
quarter hour on the air. 

The different Rudy Vallee fan 
clubs over the city have now about 
1,400 members all paid up in their 
dues. They meet in the theatre 
Sunday mornings. Vallee meets his 
admirers and says hello to them. 


Denver. 

For the showing of “Dawn Pa- 
trol” Mark Bennett of the Tabor 
pulled the same stunt twice and 
packed the street with it both times. 
Advertised that planes would drop 
tickets at the opening, and how the 
crowd did come. Made a record 
opening day for the house. 

Knowing the tickets the plane 
would drop would probably miss the 
crowd a mile, Bennett went to the 
top of the theatre building and 
threw other tickets and advertising 
matter from the roof. Some of the 
cards had this on them: “This is 
not a free admission. Try again.” 
Of course it told about the show 
also. Folks would get one of these, 
look at it, laugh, and fight for more 
of the pasteboards, hoping the 
next one would be a pass. Bombs 
were fired from the roof to attract 
attention, and a lot of people called 
up the Denver “Post” to find out 
what they were for. 

Exploitation did not cost much, 
but gave the house the best gross 
in months and picture held over, 


Denver. 
Manager Baker of the Paramount 
originated a high school night. 
Enough pocket cards are printed to 
distribute to the students, the only 
change necessary for each building 
is in one line, name of school. 
Cards are blank on one side; pu- 
pils keep their dates on them or use 
for figures. 
For the 
Crackers” 


showing of “Animal 
Baker distributed 15,000 


glassine bags with a couple of ani- 
may: crackers in each, with a flash 
on outside calling attention to the 
showing. Most every soda fountain 
in town featured an “Anima! 
Cracker”: sundae. 


Providence. 

Guessing contest with showing of 
“Queen High” at R-K-O Victory. 
Big downtown store for window dis- 
play with big bowl] with playing 
cards. Those who guessed near 
vight were given passes. Ten in 
all passed out. 

While stunt created attention it 
failed to boost biz. 


Dallas. 

Melba (Publix) getting good re- 
sults from U A tie-up on “What a 
Widow” through Dallas “Dispatch.” 
Further tie-up with Bill Hitzel- 
berger, promoter, gives prizes to 
runners-up in line of trips to foot- 
ball games. Contestants fill a news 
column easy and all peddling the 
good news of the coming picture 
gratis. Flick ‘oked here Sept. 26. 


Toronto. 
Toronto, has hooked up 
with “Star” on limerick contest for 
oakleys. Paper picks out one of 
the classified add headings and asks 
readers to write a limerick around 


Imperial, 


that. Best 10 get ducats. Usual 
number of entries about 600. 
More than half the layout de- 


scribes the show, but Imperial pays 
less than half cost, besides supply- 
ing the passes. 


Toledo. 
State going in heavy for insti- 
tutional exploitation, not concen- 


trating on any one picture. 
all around. 

Several thousand lipsticks, size of 
matches and good for one applica- 
tion only, ordered by Manager Wal- 
ter Caldwell, Loew’s Valentine, just 
before 
“What a Widow” 
has big flap trade; 


Tieups 


(UA). Theatre 
they liked it. 


Minneapolis. 

Theatrical publicity is poison to 
the Minneapolis “Tribune,” one of 
the leading local dailies, but, much 
to the disgust of theatres herg, the 
sheet is sponsoring a $500 cash 
prize city-wide midget golf course 
tournament, giving the affair oodles 
of attention in its news columns 
and herating it with big banners 
on all its trucks. This probably in 
return for several full-page ads 
from the combined courses. 

Show houses point out that their 
total advertising lineage in an entire 
year exceed that of the golf courses 
many thousand times over. They 
have felt grieved for a long time 
about the paper’s attitude to them. 


New Haven, Conn. 
Roger Sherman got a little-pub- 
licity they didn’t count on in con- 
nection with exploiting “Raffles.” 
Dapper young man in evening 
clothes and mask passed out hand- 
bills advertising the flicker. 


opening of Gloria Swanson’s | 


Daylight saving in New York 
State and the east generally 
will stop Sept. 28. 

Clocks will then go back one 
hour to standard time. 


Daylight Off Sunday, 28 || 


Everything going fine until young 
man found himself in the hoosegow 
for distributing advertising matter 
in the streets. 


Los Angeles. 

Warners is street ballyhooing 
every picture going into its Holly- 
wood and Downtown (Los Angeles) 
theatres. Stunts are being worked 
out by M. A. Silver, in charge of the 
Warner chain here; George Thomas, 
WB studio publicity chief, and 
Hubert Voight, in same capacity at 
First National. 

For “Office Wife” at the Down- 
town they sent out a flat truck 
carrying a business man sitting at 
a desk and dictating to his typist, 
a looker. Occasionally he leans 
over to whisper sweet nothings in 
her ear and plant a kiss on her 
ruby lips. 

Another gag had two girls of 1900 
vintage carrying suitcases through 
the town on which had been pasted 
‘I am no one’s office wife.” Two 
gals of the come-hither kind Carried 
suitcases on which is printed “I am 
my boss’ office wife.” 


Washington. 

Fox has tied up with the “Daily 
News” for the selection of a hostess 
to appear in the grand lobby of the 
theatre for four weeks at $100 per. 
Pictures must accompany entries. 
Each day the “News” prints three 
questions regarding Washington and 
the theatre. Twenty-five finalists 
will be chosen, and brought in for 
an oral examination and to give the 
judges a chance to look them over 
in the flesh, 


By using showmanship and the- 
atrical exploitation the Fleischmann 
Extension Service for Bakers has 
used an expedient that proved sat- 
isfactory. A “Bakery on. Wheels” 
it was styled, and traveled through 
25 states, to graduate 7,500 bakers. 
Each grad received a diploma to 
prove his claim he was one of the 
wheelized-taught dough manipu- 
lators., 

That the tour received proper im- 
petus via circusy and theatrical ex- 
rloitation, William J. Romaine han- 
dled publicity, with the itinerary 
under William E. Broeg. 

Another tour will be mapped out 
next summer, as this first time on 
tlhe wheels gag of teaching bakers 
how to do a baker’s job has brought 
results. Credit is given the show 
exploitation angle. 


Chicago. 

With this town running a fever 
over the baseball race and jamming 
corners to gape at window score- 
cards, the picture houses have de- 
cided that the fans must be brought 
in off the streets. 

Many houses have placed radio 
sets in their lobbies. Others are 
making announcements of the score 
at each program break throughout 
the matinee. One house has in- 
Stalled, besides radio, baseball dia- 
mond chart, with an usher assigned 
to mark each move as it comes in 
over the radio. 


Paris, France. 

On the opening day of “Accusee 
Tevez Vous” at the Marivaux, Pathe 
Natan’s ace house, they bought the 
second page of the important Paris 
afternoon daily, “Intransigeant.” In- 
stead of using it for an advertising 
display just filled it with news 
items of the supposed murder which 
is the picture’s story. 

Stunt, done for the first time in 
Paris, attracted considerable atten- 
tion. Many people read a consider- 
able amount of the stuff before 
realizing that it was just publicity, 
and then told others about it. 

Chicago. 

With “Doughboys” (Metro) at the 
State-Lake and “Leathernecking” 
(Radio) at the Woods, the R-K-O 
press department made a tie-up 
with the United States Army. Corps 
| had regulation trucks out dishing 
out heralds plugging both of these 
shows. 

Pluggers had numbers on them, 
with 200 figures selected a lucky 
number which admitted the bearer 
free to either house. 


. L. A. to N. Y. 


William Perlberg 
Winnie Lightner 
Irene Delroy 
Willian Kosenig 
Jack Haley. 

Mrs. Al. Jolson. 
Louis Silvers. 
Jack Haley. 

W. B. Cummen. 
Hugh Reticket. 
Jackie Taylor. 
Dave Dreyer. 
James R. Grainger. 


N. Y. to L. A. 


| Samuel Hoffenstein. 


BEHIND THE KEYS 


In this department is placed minor matters in connection with theatre 


operation. 


By reason of this, these items can be collated here instead of as formerly 
distributed ‘through the paper, on news pages or in the Correeneatence 


from various cities. 


Elmira, N. Y. 

A. J. Minozzi manager of Strand 
Keeney, one of four locals recent- 
ly purchased by Warners, returned 
to vaudfilm. Regent, another War- 
ner house, changed from silent to 
sound Sept. 20. 

Amusu, Waverly, N. Y., closed 
for five years, reopens with pic- 
tures in October. Manager Nye 
Merrill, owner. 


New Haven, Conn. 
Fox’s Hyperion, long dark, will 
soon reopen. 


Reading, Pa. 
Permits. for the excavations, 
already in’ progress, and for the 
construction work on Wilmer & 
Vincent’s new Hollywood theatre 
here, have been issued. 


Hartford, Conn. 

Harvey G. Cocks of Allyn Publix 
theatre here has been transferred to 
new Paramount, Fort Wayne, Ind., 
opening Sept. 22. Elmer Levine, 
former director of the Managers’ 
Training School, succeeds Cocks. 
Wallace Stuart, house director. 


Danbury, Conn. 
P. J. Martin, Capitol, transferred 
to Rialto, South Norwalk, manager. 


Danbury, Conn. 
Empress, dark all summer, is ex- 
pected to reopen shortly. Policy 
undecided. 


Ansonia, Cenn. 
Ansonia opera house now being 
operated as a ballroom. 


Waterbury, Conn. 

State theatre, city’s newest, is in- 
volved in two civil actions which 
have been started against the John 
Moriarty .Co., Inc., owner of the 
house. Shapiro Bros., New York 
City, builders of the house, have 
started a suit for $4,000 for alleged 
unpaid notes, while I. J. Hoffman of 
New Haven, official of the Warner 
Bros, theatres in New England, to 
effect foreclosure of a $90,000 third 
mortgage. House is now under 
lease to Warners. 


Forest Hills, L, I. 
Vandals broke into the Fox Forest 
Hills (L. I.) theatre, after closing 
Saturday night.(20), damaging ap- 
paratus in the booth to about $2,000. 
Matter reported, but no clue. 


Ottumwa, Ia. 
Publix opens Empire here Sept. 
21. New name is Rialto. 


Des Moines, Ia. 
Art Stolte managing Publix 
houses in Waterloo, Cedar Rapids, 
Davenport, Rock Island and Moline. 
J. Roth managing Publix houses in 
Marshalltown, Des Moines, Newton 
and Ottumwa. 


Greenville, S. C. 
State theatre, indie, dark for some 
months after a sheriff's visit, has 
reopened. Ed Curdts, manager of 
theatre before financial trouble, as 
Majestic theatre, is steering new 
adventure, 


Portland, Me. 
Colonial here opened Sept. 22 with 
the new DeForest talking device. 
It is one of the smallest houses in 
the city, but draws a fair patron- 
age. 


Toledo, O. 
Toledo Theatre Managers’ Assn. 
now calling St. Clair street, local 
Rialto, ‘“‘Toledo’s Great White Way,” 
following big illumination on R-K-O 
twin theatre marquees and signs, 
and Ohio Bank tower. 


Pine Bluff, Ark. 
Robert Drake, asst. at Saenger, 
slated to go to Alexandria, La., sent 
to take charge of Strand, Texarkana, 
instead. 


Reading, Pa. 
Park reopened with vaudfilm. 


Syracuse, N. Y. 

Leo Rosen, of local Warner play- 
house, has formed new club, in- 
cluding every Syracusan on the 
Warner payroll, 

Club designed to promote and ex- 
change ideas and_ suggestions. 
Weekly meetings Sunday mornings. 


Portland, Ore. 
Ed. Buchanan from Publix Seattle, 
new asst. to Jim O’Connell, Publix 
Rialto. 


Milwaukee. 
Jack McCarthy succeeded An- 


thony Thenee as asst. at R-K-O 
Riverside. 

Chicago. 
Grigsby-Grunow Co., manufac- 


turer of Majestic radio, is using the 
class A houses in and about Chi at 
the noon hour for special showings 
of a pict trailer showing methods of 


communication since the Stone Age 
to the present day. 

Company is_ distributing free 
ducats for the noon shows and get- 
ting a terrific play. 

First time a commercial product 
has hooked up with these class 
houses in a venture and advertising 
scheme of this kind. 


Chicago. 

T. R. Earl replaces B. A. Griffith 
as manager of the Granada at South 
Bend, Ind. Griffith goes over to the 
Orpheum at Springfield, Il. 

A. H. Steagall, treasurer of 
Woods, Chicago, transferred to Pal- 
ace, Rockford, Ill., same capacity. 

Arthur H. Seagall, asst. mgr., goes 
to same Rockford house. 


Rugoff & Becker, who operate a 
string of Brooklyn houses, adéed the 
Granada, 1,600-seater. Obtained on 
21-year lease from Prudence Co, 
Reopened. 


Chicago. 

Madeline Woods, director of ad- 
vertising and publicity of Publix- 
Great States, got first prize of $100 
for the best campaign put on by 
p. a.s for the Harold Lloyd “Feet 
First” picture. 

She and the other second and 
third runners, in addition to the 
cash, all filled a page of “Publix 
Opinion” with their fizzes. = 


Chie cele. 

Harvey Cocks, of Bedford, Mass., 
switched to Ft, Wayne, Ind., for 
new Publix house to open Oct. '4. 

“Buddy” Hooton, former Publix 
manager, now manager of the R-K- 
O house at South Bend, Ind. 

M. M. Rubens, divisional director 
Publix, is on a trip to the Pacific 
coast and Denver. 


Bayonne, N. J. 
All depends whether Warners let 
go of the Opera House. If release 
on its lease cannot be obtained, 
Warners may operate this fall with 
stock. Warners also operate the 
De Witt here. 


Omaha. 

In the labyrinth-like basement of 
the ex-Rialto, now a bus station, 
the deposed chief of detectives, Ben 
Danbaum, has opened an indoor 
miniature golf layout, which he says 
cost $25,000. Started with full-page 
ads and good ballyhoo because of 
Danbaum’s tempestuous career, 
which ended before the last city 
election, when he was dumped out 
to lighten the Joad on the police 
commissioner. 


Nevada, Ia. 
L. F. Martin, manager, is reopen- 
ing Palace, playing week ends only. 


Oklahoma City. 
L. J. Hill, manager for Warners’ 
here, announces change in name 
from Midwest Enterprises to War- 
ner Bros., with following new house 


managers: Midwest, John Shoep- 
pel; Liberty, Wm. Heiner; Orphe- 
um, Russell Taylor; Folly, R. Tay- 


lor; Empress, Sam McAfee. 


Pat McGee is supervisor and Tom 
Johnson new city manager for Pub- 
lix Criterion, Capitol, Ritz, Victoria 
and Circle theatres. 


Dobbs Ferry, N. Y. 
R-K-O’s Embassy, sound only, is 
open. J. A. Hearn, manager. 


R-K-0 WIDE FILM 
NOV. RELEASE 


Hollywood, Sept. 23. 

Radio may be third on exhibition 
with wide film, following WB and 
Fox, practically set on 65 mm. 
showings at the Hollywood or War- 
ner and Roxy, New sen. respec- 
tively. 

Equipping a dozen or more R-K- oO 
houses for showing of Radio's first 
double-gauge attempt, “Danger 
Lights,” railroad story and already 
completed, is reported planned. The 
Columbia, New York, is probably 
one of the houses where the special 
projection apparatus will be in- 
stalled. R-K-O goes into that house 
in November. 

Radio made “Danger Lights” in 
35 mm. and the double gauge s1ze 
on the Spoor-Bergren process. Studio 
opinion is that the wide-film version 
tops the 35 mm. print in all ways. 
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TITAN SHORTS SET DING-DONG 


LUXE BOX-OFFICES 


Bookings leap on basis of 
downright performance... 
56 double reelers and singles 
in sensational new program. 


The Smash Clicker: 


CLARK AND 


PEEP 
THE DEEP” 


Thirty-eight rave reviews 
nail it as sure-fire pleaser. 
One of the B’way headliner 
series produced by Lou Brock. 


BOOK ENTIRE SHORT PROGRAM AND FORGET ALL COMEDY WORRIES 


6—NICK and TONYS 


12—TOBY THE PUPS 
6—B‘WAY HEADLINERS 12—HUMAWNETTES 


including W. C. FIELDS and 
first featuring BENNY RUBIN 


d McCULLOUGH 


6—LOUISE FAZENDAS 
6—DANE and ARTHURS 
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TRAFFIC SMASHED! COPS 
HAND ST. LOUIS B.O. REC 


RADIO’S LOW COMEDY 
JUGGERNAUT SWEEP- 
ING ALL BEFORE 
BLISTERING SMASH... 
THE NATION’S 
BREAD-BASKET. 


The Box-office Draw of Wheeler and Woolsey is Unquestioned. 
They Arrived with a Vengeance in “Rio Rita,””. Vaulted to the 
Heights in “The Cuckoos” and Now Fly on to Greater Triumphs 
in “Half Shot!” A Set-up for Any Box-office in the World! 
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RKO ST. LOUIS RINGS UP | 
BEAUCOUP BIZ AS HOKE 
CHAMPIONS TURN 
BELLY-ACHERS INTO 
BELLY-LAUGHERS! TITAN 
STARS, PLUMB NUTS 1 
CLIMB TO PEAK. | 


— 


A COUPLE OF LOOSE OAFS IN PARIS 


HALF SHOT SUNRISE 


DOROTHY LEE Direction PAUL SLOANE 
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<0? 
NEW YORK 


Now in its 5th week at $2 
top. Never has a picture 
stirred a city as has “Lincoln” 
Never has there been such 
praise as has come from 
newspapers and public alike 
for D. W. Griffith's greatest 
achievement. It is Broad- 
way’s most. beloved. motion 


picture., 


BOSTON, BALTIMORE. 


The Year’s Greatest Pictures Are Coming From 


UNITED ARTISTS 


Story and production advisor John Considine,” 


TORONTO 


Now in its 2nd: tremendous 
week at $1.50 top. at the 
Royal Alexandra. 


“Huston as Lincoln Achieves 
Real Masterpiece. People 
mighty well pleased.” 


‘— Daily Star 


“Great Talkie Wonderfully 
Done. Worth while, some- 
thing that will last.” 

— Globe 


“A cinema event. Chose a 
subject of wide human 


interest.” _- i— Mail & Empire 


Opening soonat advanced prices in’ 
PHILADELPHIA. WASHINGTON} 


CHICAGO 


A Tremendous Hit at*25° top. 
“Outstanding |achievement: 
A tremendous picture. Truly 

great entertainment.’ 
— Herald-Examiner 


“Magnificent . spectacle. 


After seeing this, Lincoln be- 


comes a man as dramatic, 
as real as an idol of the. 
present.” ~—— Daily Times 


“Will recommend _it to men 
and women everywhere. In, 
short—to everybody.” 


‘American 


“The ‘Master’ is still in the. 


foremost ranks.” -— Eve. Post 


Presented By’ 
Joseph Schenck' 


Adapted for the screen by”, 
Stephen Vincent Benet 
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Shorts 


LITTLE COVERED WAGON’ 
“Talking” Chimpanzees 
10 Mins. 
Comedy. 


Punch and Judy, ‘Chicago. 
Tiffany Chimps 

Another of Tiffany’s group of one 
reelers using chimpanzees with 
dialog dubbed. to fit. Very funny 
in a novel, almost weird, way. 
Especially good for children. This 
one tells a story of little Nell who 
who must marry Poison Pete, if the 
old man can’t pay off the mortgage. 
It follows the typical pattern of a 
honky-tonk western, as per its title. 
Very familiarity makes it more 
amusing. 

Infinite patience must be neces- 
sary to create the effects. Some of 
the scenes are remarkable. Timing 
of the voices with the chimpanzees’ 
expressions have spontaneous drol- 
lery that can’t miss. Land. 


SOLLY WARD 

“Helping Hand” 

Comedy Sketch 

10 Mins. 

Loew’s New York, New York 
Paramount 


Clever little short with a good 
punch ending. Ward brings to the 
screen his Dutch mannerisms and 
dialect, employed for years in vaude, 
It puts the material over. 


Ward is walking a dog along a 
classy Riverside Drive looking 
waterfront. A girl crying tells him 
her husband went down with his 
ship a year ago and she misses him 
so much she has decided to commit 
suicide. Ward persuades her not to, 
and the girl discovers little things 
about Ward that reminds her of her 
lost hubby. 

After he kisses her she asks him 
for money, saying that’s what her 
husband always did. As he tries to 
walk away she starts to howl, and 
he gives up. Then she demands his 
watch, and again Ward is forced to 
give it to her. Just then her hus- 
band appears. 

Ward is walking off as another 
girl sitting on the brick wall over 
the water starts crying like the first 
one did. Without a word, Ward 
pushes her into the water. 

Francis McHugh is the girl. 


“ONE NUTTY NIGHT” 

Comedy 

20 Mins. 

Loew’s New York 
Pathe 


One nutty short. Crazy antics are 
to be expected in comedies, but this 
is overdone. So much so it misses 
fire. Si Wills, vaudevillian and fea- 
tured with another chap, were 
handed some of the oldest gags ob- 
tainable. Audience knew all the 
answers. 

Boys finish a detective corre- 
spondence school course and get a 
job as dicks. A married couple are 
bothered by a mysterious face at 
the window and summon the boys. 
Boys carry on as lunatics. Finally 
the mysterious chap enters the 
house and the boys mess around 
with him a bit before deciding that 
he’s plain nutty and that they’ll 
have to humor him. Do so and 
finally each one handcuffs himself 
to the nut. As they march him off 
an asylum officer enters and dis- 
closes that the nut is really an in- 
sane patient who escaped. 

Action doesn’t contain 
lauchs., 

Original comedy crossfire would 
have been a big help but what they 
have, meant to be a la Marx Broth- 
ers, is all old stuff. 


many 


“GATES OF HAPPINESS” 

Musical Comedy 

6 Mins. 

Beacon, New York 
Vitaphone No. 4149 


Photographed inferior vaude, this 
is a flash turn resembling a weak 
unit and patterned along radio con- 
tinuity line. It’s built around two 
songs, neither of which rates recall- 
ing. Never fitted here. Filler for 
minor grinds. 

It’s a mistake to attempt the radio 
idea in films without extra develop- 
ment. Only singing worth remem- 
bering is an ensemble by a trio of 
males guessed to be the Norman 
Spencer Singers. 

Others in cast included a couple 
of dancers, boy and girl, the 20th 
Century Steppers, and the Murray 
Sisters, harmony duo. Recording is 
fair. Photography somber. Danc- 
ing nothing original in the idea. 


“FROLICKING FISH” 
Silly Symphony Cartoon 
6 Mins 


Globe, New York 


Columbia 
Entertaining musical cartoon 
comedy, Scenes are all under 


water, with the cartoon characters 
all fish. 

pariah dance and sing and are given 
—_ comedy musical synchroniza- 
'on. Octopus is the villain and gets 
rd at the end, when he chases a 
; through a sunken ship. An- 
Chor falls and squashes him. 


LYNN OYERMAN 
“A Sure Cure” 


Comedy 
7 Mins. 
Rivoli, New York 
Paramount 
The old one about, “What, no 
beans?” used in burlesque and 


vaude and revue, with elaboration 


in the scenic end about the only 
change. As a short, just fair, and 
as a comedy short, not so very com- 
ical. The finish twist was always 
obvious, and more so now through 
familiarity. At the Rialto, the audi- 
ence laughed a couple of times 
rey. and not at all at the end 
ng. 
Playing is first rate, Lynn Over- 
man, one Ofgthe best stage light 
comedians, king the lead with 
star billing. The police inspector 
player does a good job, grabbing 
most of the laughs. They occur 
mostly when the inspector says to 
his sec: “Take that down!” when- 
ever anyone says anything at all. 
Nice looking interior sét, better 
than the story. Rige. 


Karl DANE and George K. ARTHUR 
“Broken Wedding Bells.” 
Comedy Sketch. 
Mins. 
Globe, New York. 
Radio Pictures 

A Slapstick farce with plenty 
laughs, which lie more in the action 
than in the dialog. Dialog was 
evidently handicapped by the. pres- 
ence of Karl Dane, who apparently 
is not yet ready to be heard as well 
as seen. He remains practically 
mute throughout, except for one or 
two lines delivered in a heavy 
Swedish accent. 

Newlyweds, on their bridal night, 
are surrounded by members of their 
family and unable to gain solitude. 
As they get rid of the family and 
are about to retire, the doorbell 
rings. It is their landlord who in- 
forms them he must have twelve 
hours sleep and hopes they will be 
quiet. Dane and Arthur then enter 
with a radio to be delivered at that 
address. Since the couple’s uncle 
informed them he was sending a 
gift, they accept the radio. 

Then comes the job of hooking up 
the radio, removing furniture, find- 
ing lead wires, etc., with the land- 
lord continually warning them to 
remain quiet. 

Tinally get the radio working 
when the landlord, exasperated, 
enters with an axe and knocks the 
radio to pieces. Each part of the 
radio continues playing a part of 
the music and he swings at each 
separately. 


It is then discovered that the 
radio was meant for the landlord, 

Dane and Arthur are the radio 
carters, with Dane acting on orders 
from Arthur. Daphne Pollard, as 
the wife, delivered nicely. 


CREATORE and Band 

“Fire Worshippers” 

Musical 

10 Mins. 

Globe, New York 
Tiffany 

A musical fantasy that doesn’t 
give the wildly gesticulating leader 
much chance to wave his bands. 
Band is seen only at the opening 
and the closing, as in between the 
action revolves around sun worship- 
pers, an attempt to depict the action 
which the musical subject is sup- 
posed to represent. Nicely present- 
ed. The musical accompaniment is 
more interesting than the accom- 
panying scenes. 

Story tells of sun worshippers in 
South .1merica who are about to 
offer up the body-of a girl to their 
god. Her lover attempts to inter- 
fere, but to no avail. As her finish 
looks sure, a neighboring mountain 
turns white, as from heat. Natives 
take this as a sign from the gods, 
and permit the boy to walk off with 
the girl. 

No dialog or sound effects arising 
for action. Everything is panto- 
mime. Only Creatore’s band is 
heard. 


“THE EMERGENCY CASE” 

With Hugh Cameron 

9 Mins. 

Beacon, New York 
Vitaphone No. 1063 


Supposedly a satire on doctors, 
this one-reeler is hoke piece of mis- 
directed dialog on fair action. Will 
bring a couple of laughs, mainly due 
to Cameron. Latter well known in 
vaude as a standard comedy. Will 
do for grinds. Didn't fit here. Re- 
cording and photography fair. 

Action concerns a doctor off on a 
trip and leaving his biz in care ofa 
book-selling brother, who is a bit 
goofy. Latter meets a cop who 
needs doctor for sick wife. Mis- 
taking the book peddler for the doc 
makes for the comedy. The b. Pp. 
effects a cure and then departs, 
leaving a note behind that he was 
not a doc but a b. p. 

There’s a foreign girl bit in the 
beginning that’s altogether unintel- 
ligible. 


Miniature Reviews 


“Outward Bound” (WB). In- 
tellgentsia subject that must 
be spotted carefully. Seems to 
lack essentials of mass enter- 
tainment. Not the film’s fault 
but the theme. Film sticks 
quite bluntly to the stage play. 
Exploitation value great. 

“The Spoilers” (Par)—Fair 
for a week in the de luxers, 
but made to order for the 
neighborhoods and grinds 
everywhere. 

“Africa Speaks” (Col)—Will 
draw the men; not certain for 
women and children. Good job 
in assembling wild animal film, 

“Dough Boys” (M-G-M)— 
Buster Keaton’s talker is com- 
edy with a kick. War stuff in 
hoke. Programmer of laugh 
type. 

“Road to Paradise” (FN)— 
For combo houses and subse- 
quent runs. Crook melodrama 
With sufficient suspense to at- 
tract although plot is old and 
acting poor. 

“The Way of All Men” (FN) 
—Fooling with drama is usu- 
ally dynamite success, 
That's what’s happened to this. 
IiXven the second runs and 
grinds will get the angles. Re- 
editing it along travesty lines 
might make it a laugh special. 

“Canaries Sometimes Sing” 
English made. British and 
Dominions-Gaumont British. 

Highly sophisticated matri- 
monial comedy from Lonsdale 

stage play. Direct film adapta- 
tion lacks camera mobility and 
looks cramped. Excellently 
acted by fine cast. No. b. o. 
names for the States. From 
English angle very hot for the 
big towns, too smart for the 
sticks, 


| plane only. 


“WEAK BUT WILLING” 

Christie Comedy 

18 Mins. 

Stanley, New York 
Paramount 

Good low comedy holding up from 
start to finish with steady laughs. 
Good cast with Will King and Dot 
Farley. 

King uses comedy Hebe dialect 
and now and then delivering an ex- 
citable tirade in Yiddish. 

Laughs revolve around the efforis 
of the tired and hungry business 
man who comes home from work 
to land a square meal and how he 
is foiled at each attempt. 

Woven in are strong bits of cross- 
fire. King gets the most out of his 
role. Miss Farley is okay. 


LOONEY TUNES No. 4 
“The Booze Hangs High” 
Cartoon Series 
6 Mins. 
Hollywood, New York 
Vitaphone 

Funny piece built around the 
song, “The Goose Hangs High” and 
latter’s amusing lyries that offer 
adaptation to the cartoon with good 
effect. Can be used anywhere for 
filler, - 

“Looney” and various kinds of 
fowl and animals tap, hop and 
croon for laughs. Some of it’s usual 
as the “Loon” using a horse’s tail 
hairs for fiddle strumming. The 
music and the rhythm plus the syn- 
chronous voices make the subject 
entertaining. In that like most car- 
toons. 


“FOR ART’S SAKE” 
With Helen Broderick 
11 Mins. 
Hollywood, New York 
Vitaphone 1085 

Lester Crawford does the sup- 
porting here but the main muggery 
is by Miss Broderick. Just a gag 
piece that spots well the first three 
quarters then eases off in interest. 
tecording oke but photography and 
general direction indifferent. 

Opening scene is barber shop with 
usual comedy of that locale, 


“THE SUBSTITUTE” 
Travesty 
10 Mins. 
Strand, New York 
Vitaphone No. 1054 

Not very substantial, but sketchy 
enough and with sufficient catch- 
lines to be fair short comedy. 

Mostly to do with a novice radio 
announcer and his rehearsal, Thing 
has prison environment, with guards 
leading talker to the mike, 

Usual faint. Waly. 


Haganah Leases Pacific 
Hollywood, Sept. 23. 
H. B. Haganah has leased the old 
Pacific studios for production of 
novelty shorts. 
Studio was formerly occupled by 
J. Charles Davis, who has moved 


}to Metropolitan, 


OUTWARD BOUND 


Warner Bros, production and release. Di- 
rected by Robert Milton. Supervised by J. 
L. Warner. Based on play of same name 
by Sutton Vane. Adaptation by J. Grubb 
. Alexander. W. E. recorded. At Hoily- 
wood, New York, $2 top, twice daily, be- 
ginning Sept. 17. Running time, 83 min- 


utes, 

Tom Leslie Howard 
Douglas Fairbanks, Jr. 
Helen Chandler 


Beryl Mercer 
Alec Francis 


Mrs. Cliveden-Banks,..... Alison Skipworth 
Rev, William Duke.........-. Lyonel Watts 
Mr. Montague Love 
Thomas, the Examiner...... Dudley Digges 


It’s wondering aimlessly to prog- 
nosticate a happy future for this 
film in the pop house, in spite of its 
art. The critic or the person sup- 
posedly possessing film sense that 
can truthfully spot this extraordi- 
nary subject faithfully and to the 
dot is himself “Outward Bound.” 
Slanting this near-epitome of 
photographic . art at reasonable 
glance would put it on a see-saw 
For despite this excel- 
lent technique, the film doesn’t 
change the basic standards of en- 
tertainment. 

That’s hard talk on what critics 


undoubtedly will rave as an extra- 
ordinary piece of film. It’s hard 
talk in spite of the good acting, 
musical casting and masterful di- 
rection of an unusual theme. But 
that’s the rub. The unusual theme 
is what does it. ; 

It must have taken courage to 
film this one. It’s a safe bet that 
this film will fool most film minds. 
It will probably succeed in spots 
least expected and also make a re- 
verse record, 

The film in theme or action is not 
universal. Mere prettiness of art is 
not enough. Maybe the Warners 
have slanted the industry another 
novelty about which to talk. War- 
ners brought the talker. Brought 
music into pictures and now taken 
a theme that may lead to another 
value in films. But it’s got to be 
developed differently than this one 
because of cost. This one must 
have cost plenty. 

If a half real-half allegorical idea 
with a psychology midriff can be 
put on the screen in as intelligent 
manner as this, then films have a 
wide future in an educational direc- 
tion. On that score this film may 
be considered a laboratory experi- 
ment for the rest of the film world 
to ponder over and learn. Above 
everything else, what makes this 
film a talker that interests even the 
way it does, is the dialog. It sticks 
to the play. . 

Two of the players, Beryl Mercer 
and Leslie Howard are from the 
original play cast on Broadway in 
1924. Before that the play had a 
London run. 

In another way the story is sug- 
gestive of the stage play, ‘‘Lilliom.” 
It’s that allegorical theme of going 
before an Examiner in Heaven. Fox 
has made “Lilliom” into a talker as 
yet unreleased. In that they go to 
Heaven in a railroad train. Here 
a steamship. 

If the theme isn’t as original on 
the whole as it might seem to be, 
the development is. 

It blends the real with the unreal 
in a pretty cohesive way that com- 
bines tragedy with satire so as to 
make them one. Folks die and live 
again. What they think and do 
about while on their way to the 
Unknown. Sometimes they’re real 
thinking as on earth. At other 
times they live in a haze and speak 
with an eerie outlook that’s almost 
whimsical, Like a _ person in 
delirium. 

That way the film has caught all 
the fancy of what Vane may have 
intended. It is clear when all are 
on the boat and the boy and girl— 
half-ways—held between death and 
life, are always or nearly always in 
the distance. Only the dead are 
close up to tyings on the journey. 

The boy and the girl are neither 
sinners nor saints in the full sense. 

Sut they sought death and carry 
their secret along with a suspense 
that’s worthy of the production and 
the theme. The bully big man of 
the business world and the super- 
cillious snob of a woman with a 
past try to ritz death. The boy 
and girl don’t know what’s it all 
about. They are called half-ways. 

Beginning and end are real. In- 
side is allegorical and a foreword 
precede the film. Without it the 
film would lose much worth except 
to those who have seen the play. 
Albeit tLe theme and the produc- 
tion are latent with exploitation 
points. And customers will get an 
added chuckle out of Dudley Digges 
as the Examiner, He’s a type of a 
prairie parson. 

Looks like the film might be a 
humdinger for England where the 
psychic and the spiritual are more 
or less common property. Combo 
houses would have plenty to build 
a show around it in vaude or 
presentation to offset the morbid 
phase, while humor is lacking al- 
most to a degree. 

Robert Milton, coming from the 
stage, has built a good start but he 
had a stage play to do it with. 
Helen Chandler is still the same 
sobbing contralto and in that kind 
of voice, suits her role with acting 


to measure. 


THE SPOILERS 


Paramount production and release. . Di- 
rected by Edwin Carewe and featuring 
Gary Cooper. Adapted by Bartlett Cor- 
mack from novel by Rex Beach. Harry 
Fischback, cameraman. At Paramount, 
New York, week Sept. 19. Running time, 
about 85 minutes. 


Gary Cooper 
Belen Cheater. Kay Johnson 
Cherry Betty Compson 
McNamara,..... William Boyd 
Slapjack Slims.......... Slim Summerville 
Judge Stillman... ..».Lloyd Ingraham 
William Wheaton............ George Irving 
CAptaim. Knute Ericsoa 


While it misses in many respects 
being the picture “The Virginian” 
is, “The Spoilers,’ with an excep- 
tional cast, catches a large part of 
the Rex Beach enthusiasm for Klon- 
dike days. There are plenty of 
fights, realistic sets and locales, but 
the action is not as closely knit nor 
has the story been as well adapted 
to the talker screen as it might be. 
The picture should be a fair reaper 
for a week’s run in the de luxers. 
Where it will clean up, however, 
will be in the neighborhoods and 
grinds. 

Nome barrooms, the card players 
and sots; tented streets and sifting 
for gold on the beaches; crowded 
ships and mobs of men happy and 
angry—the spirit of the theme is 
in all of these. 

Gary Cooper as young Glenister, 
old timer of the Klondike and op- 
posed to newly entering laws be- 
cause of their accompanying mooch- 
ers, does rugged work but isn't it 
seems, permitted the usual time to 
work up heart interest. 

ither that or the over-smooth- 
ness of Kay Johnson as Helen Ches- 
ter, who rarely changes facial ex- 
pression, discounted much of the 
chance for this impression. Miss 
Johnson, while attractive at times, 
registers too much matter-of-fact- 
ness throughout the story, so that 
its tempos lack accentuation and 
differentiation so essential in build- 
ing up. 

William Boyd is excellent as the 
suave and hard-hitting McNamara, 
uncle of Helen, and in cahoots with 
Judge Stillman to invoke the new 
laws for their own profit. Boyd and 
Cooper go into a battle at the cli- 
max of their little affair. It wrecks 
a couple of rooms, continues down 
a staircase and winds up long after 
in the street with the village mob 
ringed around. This sequence is 
worth all of the others, especially 
to the thousands of fans who have 
been longing during the past year 
for less drawing room stuff an 
a return of action. : 

Grouped around the principals are 
an interesting band including Slim 
Summerville, Harry Green, James 
Kirkwood, George Irving and Betty 
Compson. The latter has slightly 
more than a bit part, that of a bar 
lady friend of Cooper’s who gives 
way in the finale to the greater 
love. 

Of this list Green with his Yid 
comedy stuff in a Klondike grocery 
store gets the most laughs. Kirk- 
wood is more of an advisor to the 
lanky Glenister, constantly rebuking 
him for his attentions to Miss Ches- 
ter, the gal who is believed by the 
gang just duping him for her 
scheming uncle. 

Dialog throughout is better than 
the average western and most of 
the lines have a more genuine ring. 

Waly. 


AFRICA SPEAKS 


Colorado African Expedition production; 


released by Columbia. Photographed by 
Paul Hoefler. Assembled and completed, 
probabiy, by Walter Futter. At Globe, 
New York, on grind at pop scale, Sept. 19, 
indef, Running time, 70 minutes. Wild 
animals and black natives only pictured, 


other than two whites heading exploration 


party, one of whom was Mr. Hoefler; 
other unbilled but called ‘‘Chariie.’’ , Une 
seen cameraman additionally. Lecturer 


throughout picture in sound only. 


A draw for old and young men, 
but not so certain for women or 
children. Through the final lion 
scene, where the beasts kill a native 
boy besides animals, and eat the 
animals, all on the screen, the pic- 
ture can but attract among femmes 
those most morbidly inclined. The 
flesh tearing bits will not be recom- 
mended by .parents for their very 
young, but still old enough children 
to attend the theatre. 

As a wild animal picture, “Africa 
Speaks,” a very good title even 
though not justified, it is only held 
up by and through the lions. This 
is a startling portion regardless of 
how obtained. It includes the 
seizure of a native boy by a lion 
that chased him, and the killing of 
another lion in revenge by the lion 
hunters of his tribe. The latter 
make their kill with spear, about 16 
of them surrounding a crouching 
lion, moving steadily upon it in 
short advances in an open field. 

Prior to this scene, it is an 
African scenic and jungle film of 
the customary sort. Excepting that 
the scenes of animals do display 
more in- quantity of the several 
specie of the jungle than usuaL 
The same may be said of a village 
of dark pgymies, and of African 
black tribes as encountered. 

A lecturer in sound speaking con- 
tinuously tries to interject a bit of 
a laugh here and there, He suce- 
ceeds mildly. 

Of course the sound end is open 

(Continued on page 30) 
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VARIETY 


Wednesday, September 24, 1930 


BUSINESS 


Variety 

reports 
prove theatre 
prosperity 
with Fox Pictures 


COMMON 
CLAY 


Philadelphia . Fox (3,000; 40-50-75) (4th week) 
$27,000 . Fine, considering run. 


Brooklyn . Fox (4,000; 25-50) 3rd week hold-over. 
$26,700. 


Montreal . Palace (FP) (2,700; 40-75) Fine gross of 
$17,000 in spite of censors getting hooks into vital 
parts of film . Matinees good all week. 


Baltimore . New (M. Mechanic) 3rd week . Longest run in 
this house since “Four Sons” . Highly satisfactory . $10,000. 


MAN TROUBLE 


Indianapolis . Lyric (4th Ave) (3,000 . 25-35-50) Good at $10,000. 


YOUR BACK 


Minneapolis Asfer (Publix) (900; 35) Above Theatre's average in 
quality Pleased exceptionally well . $2,100 . Good. 


LAST THE 


the McCormack picture week before . $37,000. 


Indianapolis . Lyric (4th Ave.) (2,000; 25-35-50) Vaud. Good $10,200. Picture drew 


rather than stage show. 


Louisville . 
back . Comfortable, $5,700. 3 


Detroit . Fox (5,100; 15-25-50) This town goes for westerns . It did better than 


Alamo (4th Ave.) (1,100; 15-25-40.) George O'Brien brought children 


NOT MERELY 


Maybe there has been 
a slump in some lines of 
business. Perhaps there 
is now. But not in the 
movies—not, at least, in 
the theatres playing 
FOX pictures. 


Compared to the same 
period a year ago Fox 
business for the six 
months ending June 30 
was up 40 per cent. 
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OF 


Indications are that the 
unusual drawing power 


Pittsburgh . Aldine (Loew's) (1,900; 25- 

50) Very nice at $13,500 . Off to slow 

start but picked up quickly following rave 
notices. 

Denver . Huffman’s Aladdin (1,500; 35-50- 
75) Exceptional Gross for 1,500 seat house 
not opening until 2 p.m. $11,000 . H. o. 
Louisville . Strand (4th Ave.) (1,865; 35-50) 
House played up to Irish Catholic element through 


Knights of Columbus, lobby, and space in Kentucky 
Irish American, weekly . $5,900 . Okay. 


Portland, Ore. . United Artists (Parker-Fox) (1,200; 25- 
60) Got away to standing room and “good for run. 
Well exploited . $8,000. 


Washington, D. C. Fox (3,434; 35-50) Big week to $31,500. 


Denver . Aladdin (Huffman) (1,500; 35-50-75) Very good 
for 2nd week as house does not open until 2 p.m. $7,500. 


Portland, Ore. United Artists (Parker-Fox) (1,200; 25-60) 2nd 
week . Held up . $7,000 . Good 


Providence . Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 15-50) Brisk all week . Town 
has big Irish population . $14,500 reported . Very good. 


Kansas City . Royal (840; 25-40-50) They cut “Man From Wyoming” 


of current Fox pictures 
will increase even that 
amazing upturn during 
the present half year. 


Biggest part of Fox 
bookings is on percent- 
age. Big increase in Fox 
revenue means all 
theatres showing Fox 


it did the trick . McCormack fans greatly in evidence . $6,200. 


pictures share in this 


= Motion Picture News 
prosperity. 


adds to the 


COMMON CLAY 


Oklahoma City. Midwest (1,500; 10-60; 7 days) Gross $8,000 . Rating 105%. 
Philadelphia . Fox . (3,000; 40-50-75; 6 days) 4th week . Gross $28,000. 
Rating 105%. 


Seattle . Coliseum . (1,650; 25-35-50; 7 days) Rating 155%. 


MAN TROUBLE 


San Francisco . Fox . (5,000; 50-65-90; 7 days) Gross $30,500 . Rating 125%. 


ROUGH ROMANCE 


Boston . Keith-Albee . (2,500; 25-60; 7 days) Gross $21,000 . Rating 120% 


é 


short a night to give this one good start with an extra preview, and 
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PICTURES 


Wednesday, Septembe? 24, 1930 


Nagged on Production Costs 
And Quality, Coast Studios 
Forced Into Story Shortage 


Hollywood, Sept. 23. 

An official order from Wall Street 
to cut down on aii waste in _pro- 
duction, coupled with yells for bet- 
‘ter product to meet general busi- 
ness depression throughout’ the 
country, is resulting in greater care 
in the purchase of stories for film- 
ing. That, in turn, brings about 
what most studios call the worst 
‘shortage of picture material ever 
facing the producers. 

Culling more carefully the chaff 

from the wheat, competition has 
become almost bitterly keen for top 
notch material, all studios shunning 
stuff which seems at all dubious. 
' Declared as also partly respon- 
sible for the present dearth of 
stories is the growing reluctance of 
studios to pile up their shelves with 
matter for future production, hav- 
ing found in the past that buying 
too far ahead often results in dead 
losses as material becomes too old- 
fashioned or cycles run out. 

Shelf accumulation of stories in’ 
the past has brought about heavier 
material charges against production, 
with producers now either taking 
the Wall street tip to watch costs 
or realizing that what may be ap- 
plicable for production today is 
‘likely to be a wet blanket on the 
market tomorrow. 


‘Short Buying 


All studios seem to be adopting 
the plan of buying material no fur- 
ther ahead of production than is re- 
quired to meet shooting schedules. 
Paramount is the only organization 
taking the attitude that “if we don’t 
buy what’s available, somebody else 
will,” but that studio also has the 
most flexible policy so far as sched- 
ule is concerned. 

Par now has nine “open” pictures 
on the current program which may 
be filled by anything bought be- 
tween now and the delivery of the 
complete program to exhibitors. 

Not rushing out to buy everything 
offered, Par, however, seems to be 
doing more buying than others and 
is reported feeling no hesitancy 
whatever in taking any picture off 
the schedule it sees fit. Backing up 
this unusual policy, Par feels it is 
doing the exhib a turn as well as 
itself by lifting anything not com- 
ing up to studio requirements. 

From the distribution side in Par 
it is felt that such a policy is the 
wisest due to the rapidly changing 
demands of the theatres, with 
something that may be running 

high in favor at this time having 
all odds against it on grosses six 
months from now. As a result the 
Par program also is being sold with 

“open” product to enable the stu- 

dios and distribution to better meet 

current demands, 


Acute Situation 


Dearth of material is a perennial 
story in Hollywood, but with chang- 
ing conditions in the studios them- 
selves and not only greater diver- 
sity, but stronger product demanded 
as talkers than needed as silents, 
the situation is described as the 
most critical ever. 

In some production quarters the 
cry seems to be for creation of ma- 
terial (originals), but where the 
studios are licked on this, it is ex- 
plained, is through the unwilling- 
ness of most staff writers to turn 
in their best ideas because they 
want to save the best for legit pos- 
sibilities. 
Some writers are under short- 

term eontracts and from accounts 
figure anything they write now be- 
comes the sole property of the pic- 
ture producers for the equivalent of 
the length of their contracts, this 
sometimes amounting to little as 
compared with what possibilities the 
legit stage offers for the crack 
ideas. 

Plays First 

As usual, play material {fs first in 
demand and all studios are watch- 
ing all new Broadway shows as well 
as those preparing for production. 
Consensus seems to be that there 
are only four or five plays now on 
Broadway that shape as suitable. 

Growing tendency of touchy sex 
situations in hit Broadway piays is 
also giving the studios some bother, 
with the Hays’ office and the code 
lurking in the background to kill 
off either exploited titles or mate- 
rial, or both. 

Adding to the difficulties now 
gurrounding purchase of choice ma- 


+ 


Roxy, Lowbrow, NSG 


That Fox experiment to de- 
termine how low brow the 
Roxy, Broadway, might descend 
or how highbrow the house 
really is, by shoving a western 
plus a_ serial topped by a 
luxurious stage show with a 
personal appearance of Roxy 
and his gang, has’ served 
neither. Looks like the cus- 
tomers took it sort of half- 
way and the house toppled to 
about $88,000 or about $10,000 
below the average weekly. 

Feature was “Last of the 
Duanes,” with a woolly west- 
ern serial, “The Indians Are 
Coming” (U). 


PHOTOPHONE LICENSES 
FOR 16MM. AT HOME 


With contracts being printed, 
RCA Photophone is prepared to 
issue licenses to film producers to 
use its 16 millimeter sound on film 
system for the home. ~ 


Four large producers, it is claimed, 
are set to enter the field on the 
high royalty basis being asked by 
Radio or 744%, an increase of 50% 
in the same right for using sound 
on the standard film, 35 millimeters. 


Under the license, producers will 
be required to distribute their own 
film to homes, Radio interesting it- 
self only in the matter of recording 
and reproducing privileges. 


No date is set, or deadline, as 
to when producers may reduce their 
regular professional widths for 
home use. The matter is entirely 
optional with the individual licen- 
see, it is pointed out. 


Radio Photophone also within 
the next few weeks will be prepared 
to market its home projector. The 
combination set, with radio, etc., 
will retail for close to $500, it is 
said, 


The first devices will be for sound 
on disc only. 


Radioites ridicule reports that 
other interesis are manufacturing 
devices for the home which vill sell 
for as low as $30. General Theatres 
Equipment is known to be inter- 
ested in such equipment at this 
figure, however, 


Studio Prop.’s Demands 


Hollywood, Sept. 23. 

Studio property men, who recently 
organized and became affiliated with 
the I. A. T. S. E., have presented 
their demands to the Motion Pic- 
ture Producers’ Ass’n in which they 
ask for an eight-hour day, with a 
minimum of $7.50 and $6.50 and 
overtime per day for first and sec- 
ond prop men, respectively. Union 
expects a reply from the producers 
by Oct. 15. 

With organization of the property 
men, this leaves set dressers the 
only studio technicians who aren't 
unionized, 


2d Summervile-Langdon 


Universal City, Sept. 23. 

Universal writing staff is now 
working on an original story for 
Slim Summerville and Harry Lang- 
don to follow “See America Thirst,” 
in which the two comics are fea- 
tured. 

No title for the new one has yet 
been suggested. When story is com- 
pleted, it goes to Albert Du Monde 
for supervision, 


“Barbarian” Delay 
Hollywood, Sept. 23. 
Production of “Barbarian” at 
Tiffany is off for another three 
months. Story trouble. 
Picture has been in preparation 
for three months, 


terial is the general feeling in the 
trade that: 

“A poor talker is ten times worse 
than a poor silent was.” 


PEPPING UP “HORN” 


Metro Hurrying Delayed and Ex- 
pensive Feature 


Hollywood, Sept. 23. 

Because of the African hunt pic- 
tures being turned loose, Metro is 
hurrying completion on “Trader 
Horn.” Film has run to $1,000,000 
already and has been in the making 
nearly two years. 
A portion of the heavy cost, much 
of it waste, was eaten up in the trip 
W. S. Van Dyke, director, and leads 
took to Africa for natural shots. 
While much of the stuff shot on the 
Dark Continent panned out pictori- 
ally, the sound recording was found 
unsatisfactory and doubling has 
been necessary. 
Van Dyke still has some more 


| shooting to do on thé Aloysius Horn 


story before it will be ready. 


Loew's Won't Consent 
To Fox Playing of Par 
Films in Fox’s Brooklyn 


Co-operative attitude between 
Loew’s and Fox supposedly assumed 
in. view of the impending merger of 
the two companies has taken a 
strange twist. Loew's seemingly has 
intervened to bust up a possible 
product deal for the Fox, Brooklyn, 
angled, by Fox, for a Paramount pic- 
ture. Result latter house stays on cut 
scale policy. 


Prelims on the deal negotiated 
between George Schaffer of Para- 
mount and Jack Sullivan of Fox 
were okayed. Loew has a fran- 
chise for Paramount product. Under 
the franchise, Paramount can show 
its own films in Brooklyn only at 
the Brooklyn Paramount or Loew’s. 


In the Fox-Par deal, Loew re- 
fused to give consent. Reason is 
Loew has a downtown house in 
Brooklyn, the Met. This house 
Plays vaud-film, 


Tiffany Units Scattered 
| All Around Hollywood 


Hollywood, Sept. 23.. 
Grant Q. Cook, gen. mgr. of Tif- 
fany, here on a periodic survey, will 
remain om the west coast four or 
five weeks. Tiffany’s releases in- 
clude activities by Al Rogell, who’s 
making four specials on the Metro- 
politan lot; a series of 10 by James 
Cruze, independently produced for 
Tiff distribution on the Tec-Art lot; 
six by Trem Carr, chiefly outdoor 
stuff, using portable sound equip- 
ment, and Al Mann’s “Voice of Hol- 
lywood” series, which has been ex- 
tended from six to 10 subjects. 


Both Cook and Phil Goldstone, 
Tiffany’s production head, laughed 
off repeated reports hereabouts that 
Goldstone is through with Tiff. 


Cook states he’s committed to the 
unit system of production, spread- 
ing out on various different Jots, 
with indie producer-directors turn- 
ing them out for Tiff release, 

A Canadian backwoods series of 
six is similarly in preparation, to be 
done around Toronto, with Cook 
lining up the unit head and director 
for these. 


Cruze will haxe siv of his 10 ready 
by March, with possibly a seventh, 


gram. 


Christies Revive Brands 


Hollywood, Sept. 23. 

Under the Christie-Educational 
hook-up, with the expiration of the 
Christie brothers’ previous three- 
year contract with Paramount for 
distribution, the Christies are re- 
viving their old Ideal, Mermaid and 
kindred .trade-names, six in all, 
amongst which will be split the 32 
shorts. 

Al Christie is winding up “Char- 
ley’s Aunt” currently. 


“SKIPPY” BACK ON LIST 


Hollywood, Sept. 23. 

Par has placed “Skippy” back on 
the schedule, with negotiations on 
through Hal Roach to obtain Jackie 
Cooper for the youngster part. 

Picture was recently indefinitely 
postponed due to inability to secure 
a suitable youngster for the part. 

Studio has already finished “Tom 
Sawyer,” another made with the kid 
audience strongly in mind. 


which goes over on the 1931-82 pro-., 


Govt. Checks Up 


Official checkup on the thea- 
tre biz is being conducted in- 
directly by the government 
through the Hays office. 

Operators have been asked to 
supply the M. P. D. A. with 
figures. 

Go-between is Julius H. 
Barnes, president of the U. 8S. 
Chamber of Commerce. 

Reason for the check not 
given. 


Big Default Judgment 
Against Fox Vacated 


Justice Valente of the New York 
Supreme Court has opened the de- 
fault judgment for $108,705, which 
the Fiegel Corporation got against 
Fox Theatres, in an action to re- 
cover for services in placing and 
maintaining advertising displays 
over a period of five years, 

The plaintiff brought 15 causes of 
action, each representing a separate 
contract. 

Immediately upon taking judg- 
ment the Fiegel Corporation issued 
an execution to the sheriff. The 
Fox company said its default of one 
day in filing answer to the suit was 
due to an inadvertence; that it had 
a meritorious defense and asked for 
an opportunity to defend the action. 


Extras N. S. G. 


Hollywood, Sept. 23. 

Demand was 24 points below par 
on the mob market last week. 
Week’s total of 3,840 assignments 
placed through Central Casting Bu- 
reau is the saddest figure for extras 
since May. 

Wednesday was the liveliest day 
with 983 working, and 365 of them 
in the pioneer days’ stuff for “Cim- 
arron.” Next largest crowd of the 
week was 160 Saturday, also for this 
picture. Wesley Ruggles is meg- 
ging for Radio. 

Al Kelley worked 148 in a prize- 
fight crowd for “The Leather Push- 
ers” at Universal Hhursday. Re- 
mainder of the week’s sets were 
small. Biggest batch Friday, for 
example, was a mob of 45 on a cafe 
set for the serial “Finger Prints,” 
also at Universal 


N. Y. Studio Facilities 


After a shut-down of months, or 
since the Pathe Studio fire caused 
the enforcement of New York's 
stringent fire laws, RCA Photo- 
phone is reopening studio facilities 
in its 5th Avenue headquarters. 

No regular productions other than 
a place where licensees can make 
tests of people in the east, and gen- 
erally an accommodation, are sched- 
uled at this time. 


Stahl’s Story Hunt 


Hollywood, Sept. 23. 

John M. Stahl’s contract with 
Universal for a series of specials 
will run without interruptions, al- 
though Metro has an agreement 
with Stahl to direct one more. 

When the U contract was drawn 
plan was for Stahl to do one for 
that studio then switch to Metro 
and return to finish out the agree- 
ment, 

Under the new set up Metro will 
waive its claim to Stahl’s services 
until the U contract expires, ac- 
cording to Carl Laemmle, Jr. Stahl’s 
U contract calls for three pictures. 
Part of his job is to find his own 
stories. 


“JOHNSON” NOT SHELVED 
Hollywood, Sept. 23. 

Universal is not shelving “Saint 
Johnson,” states Carl Laemmle, ars 
but is merely deferring its produc- 
tion since the W. R. Burnett novel 
will not be released until the end 
of this month. U. bought the story 
from the galley proofs and prefers 
to wait until the book is circulated 
before screening. 

Edward Loemmle will direct when 
it goes into production about two 
months hence. 


Noah Beery Cancels 


Noah Beery, slated to make per- 
sonal appearance in Warners’ de 
luxe theatres for six weeks begin- 
ning Oct. 10, has cancelled. 

His wife’s mysterious disappear- 
ance for eight days is said to be 


the cause. 


BANDS 
NEW YORK 


Stage show policy for the three 
Warner Bros. houses in New Yorx 
is being mapped in a circuit-widg 
development idea now in swing, 


These are the Beacon, uptown; 
Strand, Broadway, and Strand, 
Brooklyn. 


Beacon is in line with a loca} 
fashion show while others still gring 
until new policy comes in, about 
Oct. 10. 


Shift-over is in line with new 
idea worked out on the obvious to 
make the theatre operating end 
more independent and away from 
the film production and distributing 
departments. Includes the creation 
of a separate advertising and pub- 
licity division for the entire cir. 
cuit, with Dave Wechsner in charge, 
New division, however, according to 
info, still subject to supervision of 
A. P. Waxman, who is said to have 
suggested the added theatre depart« 
ment... 

Wechsner is shifted from Newark 
where he cperated as zone manager 
of W.B. houses in that territory. 

Besides Wechsner the personne] 
shift includes the transfer to Pitts- 
burgh of John Harris, exec asst, 
to Spyros Skouras, Harris will have 
charge of about 80 houses in West- 
ern Pennsylvania, West Virginia 
and part of Ohio. 

Replacing Wechsner in Newark is 
Harry Kalmein, formerly film man- 
ager in the-Jersey suburban terri- 
tory. Reeves Espey, in charge at 
Pittsburgh, goes to St. Louis where 
he becomes asst, to Charles Skou- 
ras, local Warner boss. 

Stage Bands 

Stage show trek got its first break 
week Sept. 12 at the Beacon. Most- 
ly experimental. Show is a neigh- 
borhood fashion thing made by a 
tie-up with a local department 
store. Experiment worked success- 
fully so that it was figured to ex- 
tend the aim. 

Aaronson’s Commanders, band, is 
booked for the same house, tenta- 
tively Oct. 10. The Brooklyn Strand 
will follow with a similar band 
policy and the probability the 
Strand, Broadway, will be last of 
the three to take on. 

Change is exclusively on band 
policy. Possibility of other flesh 
angles not being considered for the 
present anyway. 


With Sunday Okayed, 
New House in Windsor 


Denver, Sept. 23. 

G. I. Richards, Windsor, Cold» 
2,000 population, is building new 
$30,000 theatre as a result of city 
council voting to allow him to show 
on Sunday. 

Town is halfway between Greeley 
and Ft. Collins, both college towns 
and closed on Sunday. 

So as to have something to do on 
Sundays in the past Richards has 
run the undertaking establishment 
in Windsor. 


Cohan’s Acoustics 


The Berliner Acoustic System is 
equipping the George M. Cohan the 
tre on Broadway, to imuprove its 
sound projection. 

The Cohan is a legit house, owned 
by Joe Leblang. It plays pictures 
off and on, now under lease to Brit- 
ish International for special show 
ing of English-made talkers by that 
producer, “Young Woodley” is first. 


“Arizona” Remake 


Hollywood, Sept. 23. 

Columbia will do a dialog version 
of “Arizona” with Jack Holt heads 
ing the cast and Victor Fleming die 
recting. Starts in about thre@ 
weeks, 

“Arizona,” the old stage play, wa 
made silent 12 years ago by Dous* 
las Fairbanks, the elder, 


Short’s Wide Film 


Hollywood, Sept. 23. 


is shootng 4 sim 


Universal in 


Summerville comedy short 
mm. as an experiment. 


Roy Hunter, sound engineer at 


the studio, invented the syste™- 
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Man’s Picture! 
Picture! 


Picture! 
VERYWHERE! 


day and date six 
premier Stanley Houses 


Philadelphia 


STANLEY STATE 
ORPHEUM UPTOWN 
PALACE CIRCLE 


and packing them in at the world’s greates‘ 
theatre on Broadway 


THE ROXY 


with Louis Wolheim, Lewis Ayres, Slim Summerville, John Wray 
Directed by LEWIS MILESTONE 


has thrilled 3,000,000 
will thrill 30,000,000 more 


LEWIS AYRES 


“Little Accident” and “Outside the Law” are now playing to 
packed houses everywhere. And watch what “A Lady Surren- 
ders,” “‘The Boudoir Diplomat,” “‘The Cat Creeps” and “East Is 
West”’ do when they hit the First Runs. 
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“Wheeler-Bob Woolsey talker with- 
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PICTURES 


When a film producer and a theatre operator lunch: 

> FF. P.—I see you're knocking off a lot of overhead. 

f T, O—Oh, yes, we never stop doing that. Always shaving. 

| = P.—That’s fine. You theatre men have tremendous organizations. 


7, O.—They are necessary to operate properly. You know we have 
sell your pictures. 
- |, P—yYou have to sell our pictures. Why, our pictures sell your 
theatres. 

T. O.—Well, I suppose it isn’t any use of going into that again. 

F. P.—But it is. I would like to get an understanding there. Not 


you alone but the distributors say they sell our pictures. 
>" m@ O.—Oh, well, then who does sell them? 

F. P.—We sell them. When we make them. What would your the- 
‘atres do without pictures? Who makes them in the first place? 

_ T, O.-That’s such an old argument. If the theatres don’t mean any- 
thing but a place to go, then give the distributor a little credit and let 
stand at that. 

¥F. P.—But I'm not going to let it stand at that. It’s in the interest of 
the company. What does the distributor sell? Our pictures. 

O,—But the distributor does sell them. 

F. P.—Of course he does. He must. We make them. 

Not Settled 

T, O.—All right, that’s settled. Now about cutting overhead, as you 
paid. 

a. P.—But it isn’t settled until you admit that if we didn’t make the 
‘pictures they couldn’t be sold and you couldn’t run your theatres, 
"7 O—A okay. Admitted. Now about the overhead. 

F. P.—What about the overhead? 

T, O.—You of course just acknowledged we are always cutting over- 
head. Isn't that correct? 

F. P.—Yes, of course, but you should cut the overhead. 

T, O.—Just why should we? 

F. P.—It’s so simple. All you have to do is to open the theatre on 
time. Why such big salaries and so many people for that. It’s a 
janitor’s job. 

T. O.—And the distributor’s overhead? 

¥F. P.—The same thing. Hundreds of salesmen. 
our pictures? Crazy, Our pictures sell themselves. 

T. O.—And about your overhead? 

¥F. P.—Our overhead. What d’you mean? 

T. O—yYour overhead. 

F. P—Man, you are talking weird. Our overhead! 
burn me up We have no overhead, 

T. O.—No? What have you? 

Production Cost 

F. P—wWe have production cost. <A _ budget. 
picture is going to cost before we start. 

T, O.—Does it always cost that? 

F, P—Always. Sometimes a little more. 

T. O.—And what do you call the little more? 

F. P.—Production cost, too, Don’t you understand? 
picture—— 

T. O.—So there’s nothing for you to cut? 

F. P.—I wouldn't say that. There seems to be quite a lot of secre- 
taries and stenographers in our studios. 

T. O.—But no production cost to cut? 

F. P.—Certainly not. Don’t you understand? 
we start. It’s budgeted. 

T. O.—Could you cut the budget? 

F. P.—Now listen here. We make the pictures. 
and let us make the pictures. 

T. O.—But I heard that “The 8-Day Week” you made cost $250,000 
more than anyone else would have made it for. 

F. P—That was an exception. There was a long delay in preparation 

T, O.—And they also say that “Floppo” never shouid have been made. 

F. P.—wWell, that was an error of judgment, but “Floppo” only cost 
$275,000. 
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For what? To sell 


Are you trying to 


We know what the 


We make the 


That is arranged before 


You do the cutting 


Inside 

T. O.—And since we are talking inside, they tell me at the office you 
have “Rather Not,” “Never Was,” “Couldn’t Be” and others on the shelf. 

F. P.—Right, old man. Now you have gotten right in my back yard. 
Had we released those pictures, it would have injured the prestige of 
the company. 

T. O.—What do the shelved pictures cost a year? 

F. P.—The shelved pictures, my boy, somehow are the cheapest ones. 
The three you mentioned are not all. But those three, only ordinary 
program pictures, understand, say cost altogether not over $375,000. We 
were lucky that way. Maybe $900,000 a year to protect the company’s 
Prestige. 

T. O.—They tell me you have settled a lot of contracts and many of 
your people haven’t done much work in pictures this year. 

F. P.—That is so. We settled the contracts to save money. Otherwise 
we would have had to pay the actor salaries every week under them. 
Wasn’t that smart? And about those people we couldn’t use—that was 
a little hasty but you know, old man, out there on the coast we haven't 
a supply of talent always available and we couldn’t be caught short. 

T. O.—What do you suppose you have paid in that way? 

F. P.—I couldn’t tell without asking the auditing department, maybe 
$400,000 or $500,000. But why are you going into this about the studio? 
it all goes into production cost, you know; it’s never lost. We charge 
it up somewhere against some pictures. 

T. O—How much do you think we should cut off of our theatre 
operating overhead in a year? 

F. P—I have no figures on that. It’s just what we talk about on the 
coast. I should say offhand that you are overboard at least $15,000 
@ week. 

Thinl:ing cf the Company 

T. O—That’s $750,000 a year. We should cut that off, eh? 

F. P.—Oh, yes, by all means. We must think of the company and 
the financial statement. And of course you know, old man, not referring 
to myself, but there may be percentage contracts on the net profit. So 
you see the more that’s cut by the theatre and distributing divisions, the 
More vrofit at the end of the year. 

T. O.—And suppose cutting off $15,000 a week wrecked my organ- 
ization? 

¥F. P.—Dear me, old man. You just can’t understand it, I suppose. 
Your organization! For theatres! All you have to do is to open the 
theatre. It’s a janitor job. We make the pictures. 

T. O.—Well, anyway, now that that is all adjusted, who’s going to pay 
this check? 

F. P.—You, of course. 


Haven’t you a swindle sheet? 


Columbias in Warners 


Pittsburgh, Sept. 23. 

Columbia is at least profiting by 
recent Par-Warner split. Unable to 
get a first-run showing here except 
in very rare cases, Columbia will 
have two of its pictures in Warner 
deluxe houses this week. 

“Rain or Shine’ opens at the 


Without a Song 


= Hollywood, Sept. 23. 
Worried about musicals, even 

when played down, Radio will make 

“Hook, Line and Sinker,’ Bert 


nt a single song number or lyrical 
eAu the picture will have in the 
ay of musi¢ will be incidental or- 


wine, 
hestra accompaniment and other 
indirect matter, 


Stanley Friday, while “Last of the 
Lone Wolf” goes into the Enright 
in Fast Liberty. 


The Bronx Call 


One of the first to feel out 
the easterly trend of Holly- 
wood activities is the Chamber 
of Commerce in the Bronx. 


That body is soliciting sev- 
eral producers, calling atten- 
tion to the real estate facili- 
ties just beyond the river and 
Harlem, 


CIRCUIT STUDIO 
GROWS 


“Hollywood, Sept. 23. 

With some studios already taking 
a hand, time is soon fast approach- 
ing when the picture-making plants 
will be vitally concerned in national 
exploitation of product direct to the 
public through the theatre circuits’ 
tieups of producers. 

Movement is on foot with WB and 
FN first to lean directly toward the- 
atres insofar as theatre merchandis- 
ing and exploitation is concerned. 

When both studios swing into new 
production schedules around the first 
of the year, the local Warner the- 
atre art department, including Hubb 
Robinson and his entire staff, will 
take up studio quarters in order to 
be on the ground and receive direct 
co-operation of the film factories. 

Up to now studios have merely 
made the picture product, most of 
them evidencing but slight interest 
in how they are marketed. 

Studio Staffs Interested 

With WB and FN inactive re- 
cently except for foreign versions 
and cleanup matter, plant staffs 
have had an opportunity to try their 
hand at advertising locally. 

First innovation was photographic 
ads in local papers, building of spe- 
cial floats and trucks for street ex- 
ploitation of Los Angeles and Holly- 
wood showings, and special tieups. 
New York home office of the WB- 
FN organization decided, after a 
few attempts at theatre exploita- 
tion through the studios, that it 
would be a good idea to try ad mat- 
ter and stunts nationally in the 
Warner houses. 

Regular theatre exploiteers are 
claimed resenting studio “interfer- 
ence” to an extent, but the studios 
are apparently paying little heed, 
going ahead with ad copy and other 
ideas. 


Appropriation 

It is understood WB and FN have 
made an appropriation to cover all 
expenses in connection with aid 
rendered to the theatre department. 
Matter of economy enters through 
what studios feel is cheaper build- 
Ing of material at studios and near- 
ness to effective ad matter, particu- 
larly if photographic displays are to 
come in, 


AUTOMATIC BOOTH 
CONTROL OF TALKERS 


Metro is experimenting with an 
automatic sound-on-film control 
called “squeeze track.” It greatly 
lessens chances for booth errors and 
may materially reduce the im- 
portance of operators in the pro- 
jection of talking pictures. 

Under the device, films are au- 
tomatically “leveled,” or regulated 
in sound volume, simultaneously 
with projection. The guiding line 
is mechanically followed along the 
original sound pattern. 

This does away with the instruc- 
tion sheet for booth operators and 
eliminates use of the “fader’’ more 
than once during projection of a 
picture. The “fader” is set at the 
start and no further regulation by 
the operator is necessary. 


‘NO MUSIC SEAT TAX 


TILT, SAYS AM. SOC. 


A report the American Society of 
Composers, Authors and Publishers 


is about to increase the present 


music tax of 10c a seat on theatres 
employing its copyright music of 


members, was submitted to J. C. 
Rosenthal, the Society's general 
manager. 


He replied the Society has no in- 
tention of attempting to increase 


the tax. 


45% the bottom for the day. 


Check Market Break 


(Continued 


Stock was high on the movement 
around 62 at the culmination of its 
recovery from 16 during the re- 
organization last spring. The Mon- 
day turnover amounted to a little 
more than 28,000 shares—not much 
for Fox—with closing quotation of 


Ignore Good News 


Monday brought out no special 
news of bearish import, the break in 
prices appearing to be generated in 
the discouragement of the market's 
recent sponsors, with the profes- 
sional bears prompt to take advan- 
tage of a break in the morale. Fox 
was the subject of extremely bullish 
news only a day or two before, 
when in connection with the dec- 
laration of its regular quarterly 
dividend, it issued an encouraging 
statement, declaring current earn- 
ings were running ahead of those of 
1929 and forecasting a record autumn 
for the company. 

Paramount is said to have had in 
mind the publication of news of 
like color. But company statements 
have small effect in nervous mar- 
kets. The break in Fox and Para- 
mount was relatively more severe 
than that in Shubert, which had 
just published an income statement 
Showing a net loss for the year to 
June 30 of about $1,250,000. 


Things like that are characteristic 
of jumpy markets. Not long ago a 
shrewd trader, for example, picked 
upon Hudson Motors for a long play, 
on the theory that since it had cut 
its dividends from $5 to $3, and also 
was the first to cut the price of its 
cars, probably the worst that could 
happen was in sight and the next 
move would be toward recovery. In 
the same way the idea appears to 
be that with the bad news out in 
Shubert, probably the price has dis- 
counted everything. The reverse is 


from page 11) 


with stocks like Loew and Para- 
mount, which are the center of good 


news. 
RCA and R-K-O 


RCA was the subject of a vast 
lot of vague gossip of an unfavor- 
able nature, chiefly its high price in 
relation to its current earnings. 
Calculations of 50 cents a share net 
for the year have been put out, 
making a ratio of 70 times earnings 
to market price. Persistent liquida- 
tion has been going on here. 

In the face of this situation, 
R-K-O, which is in somewhat the 
same position, attracted bear fire so 
violent that even the stock's daring 
sponsor found it convenient to back 
away. R-K-O broke 30 again, 
abandoning its strategic resistance 
level. Sales were just short of 60,- 
000 shares. > 

Considering all the bearish gossip 
that has been circulated about it, 
“Warner Bros. fared rather well. At 
its bottom of 264% it was still more 
than 2 points above its recent bot- 
tom at 24%. Idea may have been 
that the stock was pretty well liqui- 
dated and a new short interest 
would be welcomed. 

That consideration, however, did 
not apply to Technicolor, which has 
received a severe battering on the 
Curb for a month. That issue broke 
to a new bottom for several years at 
19%. Liquidation here seems to be 
a reaction from the over enthusiasm 
of partisans who once thought the 
whole picture business was going 
into color, 

Columbia Pictures gave way, but 
on such small transactions as to 
rob the performance of significance, 
apparently being liquidation by a 
few holders who had.to realize to 
protect accounts elsewhere. The 
same thing probably explains a drop 
of 7% on one sale in the old Keith 
preferred and loss of 3% in the sale 


the impulse in market sentiment 


of 30 shares of old Orpheum pref. 


Summary for week ending Saturday, Sept. 20: 


STOCK EXCHANGE 


o——1930—_. Net 
High. Low. Sales Issue and rate. High. Low. Last. Chge. 

27 2,7 onsol. Film (2).....0. § 1 7 ont 

18 2,300 Consol. Film pfd. (2). > 

25544 175% 22,300 Eastman Kodak 216% 207% $$—8 
57% 16% 103,500 Fox, Class A (4)......ee6 weteos 504, 46% 47% —1% 

51% 27 17,700 Gen. Thr. 34% 31 32 —2% 

112% 85 100 Do pref. (GY)... c++ 108% 108% 1084 — 
9” 84 500 v8 +1 
15% 10% 1,200 Madison Sq. Garden (1%). 2 10% 10% a 
26% 234 400 Met.-G.-M. pref. (1.89).... ee 26% 26 26% + 
18% 78,100 Paramount-Fam.-Lasky (4)..... 60% 57 57 
9 2 4,300 Pathe 4 4) — % 
19% 5 8% 9 + % 
69% 32% 40% 36% 37% 
99% 63 10 Orph. pref. (8) 87 87 87 
35 8% 17% 14 14% —3% 
80% 24% 285,300 Warner Bros. 81 27% 23% j—% 
CURB 
55% 24 400 Columbia Picts. (144+)........ 37 41 
20% 3% 11% 0% —it 
85% 20% 9,500 “Technicolor 26% 20% 21 —5% 

BONDS 

100% 92% $108,000 Gen. Thr. Eq. 6's, '40.......... 95 93% 

130 101% 2,000 14 117 117 

95 46,000 Par-Fam-Lasky 6's, 100% 101 
94% 4 52,000 Par-P BYU's, 94% 94% 94% $+ 

113% 87% 138,000 Warner Bros. 6's, °39........... 8914 88% 89 

; ISSUES IN OTHER MARKETS 
Produce Exchange, N. Y. 
Over the Counter, N. Y. 
Bid Asked. Prev. bid. 
24 Roxy, AB ee es oe 
Los Angeles 


Fox Takes U Serial 


Fox Metropolitan theatres has 
closed with Universal for its serial 
“The Indians Are Coming,” which 


will run to 12 chapters. In the Fox 
neighborhood houses in New York 
the serial will be on the regular 
program instead of being shown at 
Saturday matinees only for the kid 
trade as was done at the Roxy. 

Three other serials are on Uni- 
versal’s schedule. They are “Spell 
of the Circus” and “Finger Prints,” 
each running 10 chapters, and 
“Hero of the Flames,” going into a 
dozen episodes. 


Indicted for Arson 


Toledo, Sept. 23. 
Herbert ‘Marsh, Lucasville, 
O., was indicted last week for arson 
in the burning of Stanley theatre, 
Sciotoville, O. 
He is said to have confessed fir- 
ing house to get the insurance, 


Beery in “Secret Six” 
Los Angeles, Sept. 23. 
Metro is starring Wallace Beery 
in “Secret Six,” original gang story 
by Frances Marion. 
George Hill will direct it. 


WC Off Billboards, 
Stronger for L. A. Dailies 


Los Angeles, Sept. 23. 

Because billboard advertising is 
claimed to be under the thumbs of 
the reform element, Fox West 
Coast is through entirely with that 
form of exploiting in Los Angeles. 
It will turn more heavily to daily 
newspapers. Latter form is believed 
safe thus far trom influence of cen- 
sors. 

Fox prepared billboard material 
for “Madame Satan,” opening Sept. 
24 at the Criterion, but the bill- 
posting company turned the copy 
down and requested modification, 
Fox answer was that if the 24- 
sheet was wrong, the whole cam- 
paign was just as wrong. In that 
case it would dispense with bill- 
posting and trust to heaven and the 
dailies, the Fox company declared, 


8 Years for J. Casey 
San Francisco, Sept. 23. 

J. Casey, former manager for the 
Excelsior theatre here, was sen- 
tenced to eight years in the pen- 
itentiary when he pleaded guilty to 
defrauding the Daly City branca 
of the Bank of Italy of $14,000. 


Two bank employees, co-de- 
fendants with Casey, were also 
given prison terms, 
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FILM REVIEWS 


_ Wednesday, September 24, 1939 


COP CHECKERS 
FOR TEX. INDIES 


Dallas, Sept. 23. 

Texas percentage indies were 
warned that Copyright Protection 
Bureau will soon bring its Burns 
cops into the southwest to check up 
on possible fallacies in pb. 0. reports. 
Bureau informs exhibs that they] 
be given chance to settle, in case of 
violations, the settlements to range 
from $300 to $4,000. 

No squawk from the indie so far, 
although it’s first time the “op sys- 
tem of checking up coming into this 
territory. Texans are kinda ticklish 
on that honesty gag, too, 


BOMB-WRECKED INDIE 
HOUSE IN HAMILTON 


Toronto, Sept. 23. 

Bombs have wrecked one inde- 
pendent picture house of the circuit 
owned by Fred Guest in Hamilton, 
37 miles from here, and damaged 
another. Hamilton indies, who 
have been running an open shop, 
have suffered minor terrorism for 
over a year. Stench bombs have 
been tossed among audiences, 
screens slashed, electric current cut 
off and now a house has_ been 
blown up. 


Latest move brought provincial 
police into the war zone. On com- 
plaint of Anthony Patzelack, owner 
of Playhouse, they arrested Wil- 
liam P. Covert, international vice- 
president of the projection machine 
operators’ union. Covert is held on 
bail on a charge of intimidation. 


He is alleged to have said to 
Patzelack, after an unsuccessful 
conference, “you wouldn’t like a 


taste of Chicago here would you?” 
Covert is not charged with bombing 
or having anything to do with that 
job which ruined the Queens, 
Union projection men at first car- 
ried their grievance to the public by 
ads in the dailies where they point- 
ed out the added safety of a two- 
man operating room and the use 
of authorized men. Public took no 


interest so letters stopped. Trade 
union also took no action. After 
that the bombs began to appear. 


This brought demand for extra po- 
lice protection which was given. 

Bomb, which wrecked the Queens, 
was tossed into the auditorium after 
its front doors had been blown 
open. Explosion was about 45 min- 
utes after the last show. Two eye 
witnesses have been unable to 
identify suspects. Little chance of 
the house reopening. 

Meanwhile biz holds well at other 
spots. 


Invitations Openings 
Stopped in Syracuse 


Syracuse, Y., Sept. 23. 

There will be no more 7:30 p.m, 
midweek invitation openings of pic- 
tures on the local Rialto. 

Complaints that the practice con- 
atituted unfair competition and par- 
ticularly aggravating at a _ time 
when business conditions along the 
Main Stem were none too good, 
have brought specific orders to halt 
them to local circuit managers, 


“Night” Rushed In 
“Her Wedding Night,” the Clara 


Bow film, has been shipped by 
plane from the coast on request 
from eastern P-P, for the Para- 


mount, Broadway, Friday (26), 

It will replace “The Spoilers,” 
scheduled for two weeks after open- 
ing Sept. 19. 


WB’s Edge in Okla. City 


Dallas, Sept. 23. 

Reports of first Publix-Warner 
elash in southwest come from Okla- 
homa City. Each chain operates 
five houses in the town, with WB 
getting the edge due to downtown 
‘monopoly. 

Publix has Pat McGee maneuver- 
fing operations, while WB imported 
Leto Hill from St. Louis, bringing 
along H. H. Niemeyer to evolve 
some high powered exploitation. 
Warner also has the only vaude 
gtand in town, Orpheum. 

Majestic and Yale town’s only in- 
@ie stands. 


AFRICA SPEAKS 


(Continued from Page 23) 


scenes. The latter become 580 
through apparently a_ telescopic 
camera always upon the cameraman 
taking the whole picture, this indi- 
cating two cameras always at work, 
with one seemingly entirely out of 
danger. The second cameraman is 
never seen. The assembly of the 
film, however, is a very good piece 
of work, 

One view shows the expedition’s 
leader, Paul Hoefler, with his white 
male companion at one instant re- 
moved from their defensive brush, 
in view of lions who start toward 
them. They rush to their cover- 
age, accompanied by the black 
youth, son of the tribe’s chief. Of 
all of the tribe of male adults and 
lion hunters, this kid had been dele- 
gated by his father-chieftain to lead 
the adventurers to the lion cache. 
When within their brush battery 
and after killing one lion with re- 
volvers, the boy is ordered by the 
white men to cross the short range 
in full open field to go to their auto 
truck and bring back rifles. While 
the lions are still hovering around. 
On his way to obey the command, 
given to a boy with the two men 
remaining behind the brush, a lion 
is seen chasing the lad, with the 
boy looking backward, in great fear. 
A skip, and the boy is. heard to 
utter a frightful cry as the animal 
leaps upon him, This is also seen 
from within the brush as it is upon 
the screen, The stereopticon is now 
working. The two men had not 
attempted to use their revolvers 
once again, even if in vain through 
distance. If through distance that 
makes the command to the boy all 
the more curious. In fact all of this 
section is fishy, but action and ap- 
parent realism remain. 

It could not be trick photography 
but it could have been a trained 
animal, perhaps by substitute, a 
police dog. 

Again when the lion is being ad- 
vanced upon by the tribal, hunters, 
it lies confortably upon the ground, 
looking around casually, and with- 
out the famed sense of smell and 
danger credited to the king of 
beasts. As the hunters. closely 
reach the animal, another skip, and 
a lion rushes upon the invaders. 
Considerable action here and the 
lion, full of spears, is dead upon the 
ground. The lecturer stated the 
tribe’s chief permitted the whites 
to accompany the hunters upon 
pledge of not using firearms. 

The rest is a wild animal picture, 
covering a large section of Africa, 
according to a displayed map. Its 
outstanders otherwise are an enor- 
mous cloud of locusts, and a bevy 
of the saucer lipped Ubangi women, 
such as have been on exhibition 
with the Ringling-Barnum Circus, 
with those Ubangi women from the 
French Congo. 

Exploitation wide for the picture, 
though it follows others, and espe- 
cially the more recent “Ingagi” 
phoney with its s. a. Columbia’s 
press sheet shows a striking line 
of paper. Ad copy for the New 
York showing has been made at- 
tractive. Sime. 


DOUGH BOYS 


M-G-M production and release. 
Keaton, star. Directed by Edward Sedg- 
wick. Cliff Edwards featured. Story by 
Ai Boasberg and Sidney Lazarus, Dialog 
by Richard Schuyer and Mr. Boasberg. 
At the Capitol, New Yerk, week Sept 19. 
Running time, 80 minutes, 


Buster 


Sergeant Brophy........ Edward Brophy 
Victor Potel 
Captain Scott..... Cos Frank Mayo 
Lieut. William Steele 


This is Buster Keaton’s first re- 
lease through Metro since parting 
from United Artists, though a re- 
.turn for him to the former company 
after a japse of about four years. In 
“Dough Boys” he makes a success- 
ful comeback, it being his first talk- 
er and following a long period of 
inactivity for this formerly active 
star. Picture is a burlesquey low 
comedy on the army during the war, 
possessing a pretty consistent 
stream of fun and releasing many 
hard-hitting laugh moments along 
the way. An excellent comedy pro- 
gramer, besides a personal click by 
Keaton, 

None of the Keaton Talks! ex- 
ploitation with the New York (Cap- 
itol) showing of “Dough Boys,” pos- 
sibly because it is neither a sur- 
prise nor news any more that any 
picture player should talk. But 
somewhat surprising to hear Kea- 
ton’s deep voice when cracked so- 
prano is the usual pitch for his type 
of comic. Keaton uses his voice 
smartly, adapting it to his boob 
style of work, with nothing changed 
from the established character of 
silent films, excepting the pipes, and 
the blend is always there. 

This is a gagged up army yarn, 
full of hoke on both sides of the 
ocean and almost as much as 
“Shoulder Arms” had in its trench 
portions. When the wealthy Keaton, 
as Elmer Stuyvesant, is trying to 
court an unwilling shop girl during 
a recruiting parade, his chauffeur 
blows him to join the army. When 
looking for a new chauf, Elmer 
stumbles into a recruiting cffice 
himself. Before he can _ protest 
they’ve him stripped for inspection. 

That starts the comedy. It ry as 


to question as are some of the 


steadily, even to the final fadeout.. 
The finish is a comedy bit instead 
of a love clinch—the love part had 
already been disposed of without 
clinching. In this Keaton has 
formed a company with his war 
buddies as the board of directors 
with the tough sergeant the porter. 
When a riveter starts to work on a 
nearby building they all duck from 
force of habit and the sergeant be- 
gins his familiar yelping. 

Most everything’s unusually well 
done and the playing generally good 
down the line. 

Sally Eilers makes a nice oppo- 
site for Keaton. She looks and acts 
sweetly and neatly. At one time, 
during the canteen show, she slips 
in a dance. In the show some of 
the boys get into skirts for laughs. 

These are the only skirts in the 
picture besides Miss Eilers’. 

Remainder is handled mostly by 
Cliff Edwards and Edward Brophy, 
latter as the tough sarg and cast to 
yell his lungs out to a good part of 
the 80 minutes. He held up under 
what must have been a strain, but 
maybe he only yelled in bits, daily. 
Edwards strums his uke and sings 
in several spots, otherwise playing 
the leads confidant. Pitzy Katz gets 
a couple of nods as the customary 
Hebe soldier and doesn’t seem s0 
sure before the camera as when 
down in the garment district. He'll 
probably relax when acclimated, 
No apparent cheating in the war 
sequences, all standing up around 
the comedy efforts. Keaton and di- 
rector Sedgwick turned out an okay 
job. Bige. 


The Way of All Men 


First National production and release. 
Directed by Frank Lloyd. Adapted by 
Bradley King from the “Sin Fiood,’’ by 
H. Berger. Starring Douglas Fairbanks, 
Jr. In east: Dorothy Revier, Robert Edi- 
son, Anders Randolf, William Courtney. 
at Strand, New York, week Sept. 20. Run- 
ning time, 62 minutes. 


Re-edited and classified as a 
travesty, “The Way of All Men” 
would record a maximum of laughs 
at each projection. For that mat- 
ter, it is causing plenty of mirth 
now, but the derisive kind. As a 
drama it is raucous fun, too silly in 
the handling of its theme, general 
treatment and direction to be any- 
thing but that. Intelligent first runs 
can’t feed their patrons this kind 
of stuff and expect them to keep on 
taking chances. 

Most of the action occurs in a 
New Orleans speak. It’s a hangout 
for bankers, brokers and runners, all 
of whom have the word-battling in- 
stinct. Anders Randolf has a hatred 
for Robert Edeson. Fairbanks, Jr., 
opens the picture by being fired and 
rushing to the speak to stage a 
private party. 

The girl slated as the victim is 
Dorothy Revier, introduced and as 
quickly shunted. Fairbanks sells 
Edeson an idea to avenge himself 
on Randolf, meets the latter’s 
daughter, becomes a millionaire and 
gets back to the speak, with the 
mob, all within a few moments of 
the picture’s running time. 

The serious business then gets 
underway. Waters have swept over 
a levee and threaten to inundate the 
speak, so much so that water-tight 
doors on the bottom and second 
floors, installed for just that pur- 
pose, Noah Beery, the proprietor 
announces, are closed. 

Inside there are two bums, one 
happening to be a scientist, who 
constantly reminds that if the water 
doesn’t get them, suffocation must. 
Also a half-crazed clergyman who, 
failing to murder a politician whom 
he identifies as the gent who broke 
up the ministerial home, sells the 
mob on preparation for death and 
the brotherhood of man. 

What is expected eventually hap- 
pens. The mob bursts into theme 
song, this time a sacred hymn be- 
ing the selection. The rendition of 
this funeral number, plus bona fide 
tears, handshakes and good will 
eliminates any possibility of mis- 
construing directorial intent. 

Frank Lloyd goes out of his way 
in his effort to register serious 
drama. The more he does it the 
more the audience smirks and 
grunts. 

Even the bartender confesses to 
the proprietor he has been tapping 
the till and the prop, to make things 
more comical, rejoins that possibly 
the glass* wiper has been under- 
paid. 

In the meantime the camera 
glances into an adjourning room 
where Miss Revier has slipped in 
just before the doors were slammed. 
Fairbanks, Jr., becomes as serious 
as the others, even shooing. aside 
her story about having to live, since 
he threw her over and her show 
closed, by entertaining men in the 
general manner. 

Finally Jr., just after the scientist 
announces the last of the oxygen, 
shouts: 

“Let us die like men. 
doors.” 

When the portals are pulled back 
the sun shines in and people are 
walking on the sidewalk above. 
Quickly to alibi this the director 
has one of the imprisoned men buy 
a paper which reveals that only a 
part of the town was watered and 
that the levees didn’t actually give 
way. 

So, all ostensibly go back to their 
previous bickerings. Fairbanks, 
however, is different. He carries 
through and the little girl of his | 
play days finds herself at the license 
bureau with the favorite line: 


Open the 


‘the crook’s protege looks 


ROAD TO PARADISE 


First National production and _ release. 
Starring Loretta Young and Jack Mulhall. 
Raymcnd Hatton featured. Directed by 
William Beaudine. Based on play, ‘’Cor- 


nered,’’ ty Didson Mitchell. W. E. re- 
corded. At the Hippodrome, New York, 
week Sept. 20. Running time, 76 minutes, 
Margaret Loretta Young 
George Jack Mulhah 
Nick -«+++-Raymond Hatton 
Mary Brennan......... ....-Loretta Young 
Jerry ‘“‘The Gent’’........ George Barraud 
Mra, ---Kathlyn Williams 
COBCY Fred Kelsey 
UPGINe. Purnell Pratt 
Flanagan. snaee -Ben Hendricks, Jr. 
Dot Farley 
Brewster.........-. Winter Hall 


This piece of old melodrama rem- 
iniscent of stage and the films of 
five and ten years ago possesses 
a certain refreshment of color in its 
suspense and story mood that makes 
it obvious product for the combo 
houses and subsequent runs. Pho- 
tography isn’t the best but the dia- 
log runs along the sluice and time 
for which the film is actioned. 

Kids ought to take it in for its 
hoke romance, while the adults will 
go for it for several reasons, one 
is the righteous ending with its 
tender direction, 

When “Cornered,” the play from 
which this yarn is taken, played 
Broadway 10 years ago, Madge Ken- 
nedy did the dual role acted by 
Loretta Young. Henry W. Savage 
was the stage producer. The film 
in most every point is a replica 
of the play. 

From a sophisticated and rather 
ordinary modern view, film custom- 
ers may find some technical fault 
with the unmitigated dumbness of 
a police inspector, and also that 
finger printing was not indulged 
in rather than guesswork in trying 
to identify the principal character. 
Love angle is weak, too, on the 
general tack. 


Imaginative direction saved the 
film from being overhoked on the 
clairvoyance angle. This mind- 
reading touch spots the film twice, 
once after the beginning and near 
the close, to work out passively. 
Any other way, unless out alto- 
gether if that were possible, would 
have ruined all chances of the film. 
Miss Young as society girl and 
attrac- 
tive. Beyond that there is some- 
thing to be explained in the fact 
that her precise enunciation, action, 
manners and grace are the same 
throughout. It infers she may not 
be suited for character work, and 
the producers were wise in not 
shoving her into that kind of dialog 
or else they flopped in overlooking 
that angle. Either way a mistake 
and may be in delegating Miss 
Young for the role anyway. Ray- 
mond Hatton isn’t given a chance. 

Some of the dialog is musty, es- 
pecially where it concerns the cop, 
Casey, played by Fred Kelsey who 
is better in silent struggles than 
in lingo. Jack Mulhall might as 
well have been a phonograph rec- 
ord as an actor. Every time he 
spoke it was automatic and in 
monotone. No reflection of tones 
and hardly the kind of acting that's 
attached to a headlined principal. 

Sets are limited to about four and 
mostly interior. One or two out- 
door shots that take little coverage. 


Canaries Sometimes Sing 


(All dialog) 
(ENGLISH MADE) 


. London, Sept. 11. 
British and Dominions production; re- 
leased through W. & F. Film Service, 
Gaumont British subsidiary. Directed by 
Tom Walls. Production manager, Herbert 
Wilcox. Photography by Bernard Knowles. 
Recorded Western Electric. In cast: Tom 
Walls, Yvonne Arnaud, Athole Stewart, 
Cathline Nesbitt. Adapted from Frederick 
Lonsdale’s stage play. Censor’s Certificate 
“A.’’ Length, 7,225 feet. Running time, 
90 minutes. Reviewed at Prince Edward 
theatre, London, Sept. 10. 


This one keeps up the current 
British and Dominion tradition of 
making straightforward jobs of 
Stage comedies which have clicked 
at the box office. Result in most 
cases is good entertainment for 
English audiences, without the films 
ever threatening to become any- 
thing but photographed stage plays. 

“Canaries Sometimes Sing” keeps 
up the running, but is likely to be 
more limited in its appeal than 
“Rookery Nook” or “On Approval.” 
This is in no way due to the di- 
rection of Tom Walls, which is di- 
rect stage-to-film stuff, suffering 
from infrequent camera changes, 
but is rather due to the _ ultra- 
sophisticated nature of the story 
and dialog. 

As it stands, this adaptation of a 
Lonsdale play which did not get the 
success in the West End registered 
by most of his stuff, although it 
held up at a moderate pace for 
some while, is likely to go big in 
the West End and the bigger pro- 
vincial centres, It is much too 
—_e for the sticks gener- 
ally. 

Story is the flimsiest mixture, 
telling of two unhappily married 
couples, who switch over for flirta- 
tion purposes. One couple falls in 
love with each other, but the man 
dodges when it comes to running 
away. This leaves the woman's 
husband, who was hoping to get rid 
of hergin the position of having to 
stand by, so, instead, he flits off 
with the other man’s wife. 

In approved Lonsdale fashion the 


“Gee, how I love you.” Waly. 


dialog is developed along ultra- 


satirical lines, the whole film 
chocked up with an atmosphere ; 
which infidelity is gooa fun 2 
ordinary wives inevitably tedioy 

Film contains many individually 
brilliant comedy sequences, Th, 
best, between Tom Walls and Athole 
Stewart, is’ when the two husban 
are more or less deciding which of 
the two wives they shall eventually 
cleave to, meanwhile fraternizj 
until they are drunken buddies one 
minute and daggers drawn the ne 
After this sequence the sameness of 
situation and dialog tends to make 
the film drag. 

Tom Walls has so far got 
with his policy of directly pict” 


ing stage comedies, “Rook 
Nook” cleaned up here and “On 


Approval,” if not to the same ex. 
tent, is likely to go big. It’s likely, 
though, he will soon find his theory 
of putting up a camera and crank. 
ing off a couple of hundred feet of 
wisecracks not quite good enough, 

Acting of the stage trained cast 
excellent. Walls tops as one of the 
two husbands, trouping in the 
fashion which has made him one of 
the bigest stage draws here. Yvonne 
Arnaud comes out well, overcoming 
her handicap as a rather indiffer- 
ent camera subject. Athole Stew. 
art makes an excellent foil to Walls, 
Cathline Nesbitt is as colorless ag 
her role requires, 

One or two words have got 
through the censoring, and some of 
the gags are on the raw. All of 
which makes it better as West End 
material. 

It looks like no proposition for 
America, though. Cha 


FAREWELL | 


(“Abschied”) 
(GERMAN MADE) 
Berlin, Sept. 5. 


Ufa production and release. Directed 
by Robert Siodmak. Written by W. 
Pressburger and I, V. Cube. 


tion and management Bruno Dudy. 
Photographed by E. Schuefftan; sound, 
Dr. E. Leistner. Recorded on: Klang- 
film. Cast includes’ Brigitte Horney, 
Aribert Mog, Emilia Unda, Konstantin 
Mic, Frank Guenther, Edmee Symon, 
Gisela Draeger, Erwin Bootz, Martha 
Ziegler and Wladimir Sokoloff. Running 
time 85 minutes. At U. T. Kurfuersten- 
damm, 


This talker is a very good tech- 
nical achievement of the. young 
Avant-Garde-Man Robert Siodmak, 
an artistic step in the development 
of talker possibilities. It cost a little 
over $15,000 and was made in 8% 
days. “Farewell” is not an inter- 
national artistic event and perhaps 
it will not have exceptional busi- 
ness, although, considering its small 
cost, will turn out quite advantage- 
ous for Ufa. 


Apart from the Reinhardt-actor 
Sokoloff, very likeable in a psycho- 
logically fine and deep episode role, 
all others are beginners who have 
hardly performed before in pictures. 
Siodmak succeeded in getting such 
good work from these beginners the 
ensemble is of an astonishingly high 
level, 

Content very simple. Two young 
people in love for a period of time 
are parting. They are the repre- 
sentative of a vacuum cleaner 
firm and his girl-friend. ‘What sep- 
arates them is a misunderstanding, 
jealousy of the man, who leaves the 
girl alone so as to get a better-pay- 
ing situation. He thinks she be- 
trays him, whereas the reason is an 
occurrence of everyday life. 

The way in which Siodmak de- 
scribes every day’s life in a squalid, 
cheap boarding-house, the faults 
and qualities of humdrum people, 
reminds one of short stories of Dos- 
tojewski or of Daumier. 


Brigitte Horney, the young ac- 
tress in the lead, suggests. young 
and strong talent. <Aribert Mog, her 
partner, impresses by his .natur 
reality. Emilia Unda acts a tyP- 
ically unlikeable -proprietress of 4 
boarding-house. Martha Ziegler acts 
in a touching manner as servant girl 
who hurries from work to work. 

Sound reproduction on the Klang- 
film apparatus excellent. (After ® 
long time again.) House applauded 
liberally and greeted the stars an 
the director enthusiastically, 

Maguus. 


BAR L RANCH 


F. E. Douglas released bY 
Big Four. Buffalo Bill, Jr., Waly Wales 
and Yakima Canutt, featured. Directed bY 
Harry Webb, from story by Bennett i 
Cohen. Photography by William No re 
Recording by Power’s Cineophone. In ber 
Betty Baker, Ben Corbett, Fern Emma 
At Ideal, New York, one day, Sept. Pr 
half double bill. Running time, 60 minute 


production, 


This here horse opera gets the 
horse laugh at the Ideal, in @ wee 
tion where they go hot for the hat 
riding, quick trigger and rough 4? 
tumble, 


Dull, draggy story of cattle ru 
tling with the hero suspected 
thievery by the girl who owns “a 
ranch, Plenty of action but no ert 
pense, a few slapstick sequence 
saving this one from being 2 to 
loss. 


Repetitious sound of ho 
during the chases and re 
use of dialog stand out as defe 

Half a dozen fight sequences 
laughs that weren't meant. 
fair for a double bill in the 
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ABOUT HEAVEN! 


ae “OUTWARD BOUND?” is the talking 
‘picture: that has caused all the talking. Its 
eae: amazing success at the Hollywood Theatre on 
Broadway is a forecast of the tremendous 
sensation it will cause from coast to coast. 


The ctitics have used only superlatives to de- 
4 scribe this remarkable picture. That the 
public shares the enthusiasm of these expert 
judges is refiected in the capacity crowds at 
every performance since the opening day. 


“OUTWARD BOUND” is the something 
different so eagerly sought for by every ex- 
hibitor. Nothing quite like it has ever been 
seen on the screen before. 


It is based on Sutton Vane’s internationally 
: celebrated play and was directed by Robert 
seo Milton. Its distinguished cast includes Leslie 
eed Howard, Douglas Fairbanks, Jr., Beryl Mercer, | 
fe Dudley Digges, Alison Skipworth, Helen | 
Chandler, Alec B. Francis and Montagu Love. | 


Heavenly Picture of a Heavenly Hell! 
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$8 VARIETY 


HOLLYWOOD 
SPEAKING! 


ROBERT AMES 
JUNE WALKER 

ANITA PAGE 
ZASU PITTS a 


Dialog Continuity by Becky Gardiner 
Additional dialog by Joe Farnham 


Directed by 


EDGAR SELWYN 


“WAR NURSE BEST YEAR. 
SUPERB. DESTINED FOR 
LONG RU Ss Hollywood Daily Reporter 


METRO-GOLDWYN-MAYER 


Continuing the pace which 
has electrified the industry! 
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! 1 A. Issues General Strike Order 3 
For Pa. and N. J. on 2 Wks’. Notice: 
Minn. Local's Heads Suspended 


Wednesday, September 24, 1930 


PICTURES 


VARIETY 33 


Upon receipt of word from Wil- 
liam Donnelly, president and Wil- 
liam Dunn, business agent of Min- 
neapolis stage hands’ local, No, 13, 
that they had called the men out 
at the Minnesota Publix theatre 
Sept. 20 without official I. A, sanc- 
tion, President William F. Canavan 
Monday (22) of the Alliance wired 
their immediate suspension, The 
Donnelly-Dunn action was regarded 
as a violation of the Alliance by- 


laws. 

In removing the Minneapolis men 
President Canavan ordered the 
Minnesota theatre employees back 
to work. Subordinate officers of 
that local were empowered by the 
parent body to take command of 
the local until Alliance representa- 
tives arrive to reorganize it. 


Meanwhile negotiations for a set- 
tlement of union troubles there will 
be carried on between Harry Sher- 
man, representing the Publix inter- 
ests, and the local subords now run- 
ning No. 13. This is on a retroactive 
basis, which, when settled, will re- 
vert back to Sept. 1. 

The stage hands walked out in the 
Minnesota on the second show Sat- 
urday after having “hung” the first. 
In a wire to the I. A. office the 
local’s execs gave as their reason 
that two crews had been put to 
work Sept. 15, but the management 
refused one, and the men walked 
under the Donnelly-Dunn orders. 

Mort H. Singer had gone there 
from Chicago to look after the in- 
terests of the R-K-O Orpheum, and 
the temporary officers, aided by the 
I. A., will endeavor to adjust its 
local difficulties. 

Not First Time 

This is not the first time the Min- 
neapolis local has precipitated a 
atrike. Three years ago the same 
Dunn, now ousted, was acting in an 
official capacity. The strike that 
followed involved St. Paul and Min- 
neapolis and lasted six weeks. The 
trouble became so acute Canavan 
visited Minneapolis and helped clear 
up the situation. 

Harry Chapman, vice, through the 
removal of Donnelly, becomes the 
temporary president, with Arthur G. 
Randall financial secretary, and An- 
drew M. J. Campion, treasurer and 
recording secretary, moving up a 
pes. 

William T. Madigan of the Min- 
neapolis operators was notified by 
L A. orders to stand by for further 
IL A. orders and to continue nego- 
tiations. 

No official strike order has been 
issued and there will be none until 
the. present negotiations fail to 
bring about an agreement. 


General Strike Order 
A general strike order for all 
stage hands and operators employed 
in some 74 houses in Philadelphia, 


Camden, N. J.; Woodbury, N. J., 
and Clemonton, N. J., on a two 
weeks’ notice, which means that 


193 operators and 72 stage hands 
will be off-the job Oct. 7. These 
men are all involved in the musi- 
cians’ dispute in Warner theatres in 


OSTUMES 
OR HiRE 


PRODUCTIONS 
®XPLOITATIONS 
PRESENTATIONS 


\ ‘COSTUMES 
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Jo Swerling 


BARBARA STANWYCK 


Adaptatio ial 

“DIRIGIBLE.” 
Adaptation and dialogue, “MA- 

DONNA OF THE STREETS.” 


Philly and vicinity under jurisdic- 
tion of Musicians’ Local 77. 

The musicians in the Philly 
houses walked out Sept. 13. Unable 
to reach any agreement the stage 
hands and operators had an I. A. 
strike order sent them this week, 
which is permissible under the In- 
ternational agreement between the 
musicians and the Alliance. 

Another strike by the Alliance 
men has been set for Trenton, N. J., 
also sympathetic with the musi- 
cians, who will go out the same day, 
Sept. 25, that the Alliance order be- 
comes effective. Meanwhile an ef- 
fort is being made to settle the 
trouble before all the men go out 
next week. 

A strike call on two theatres in 
St. Louis, Fox and the St. Louis 
(R-K-O), has been issued by the 
I. A. execs. It will have the opera- 
tors and musicians out Oct. 10 in 
s¥mpathy with the musicians, who 
have been out since Labor Day. 

The legit and burlesque houses in 
St. Louis are O. K. An agreement 
was signed recently for the Shubert, 
the America (Erlanger) and the 
Garrick) (Mutua! burlesque). 

No I. A. strike call issued yet for 
Newark, N. J., although the musi- 
cians all walked out Sunday (21). 
Newark theatres are striving to ef- 
fect an adjustment that will fore- 
stall the operators and stage hands 
from going out in sympathy. 

Other Situations 

Baltimore up to Monday had not 
reached an agreement. 
cians there are*Atill trying to get 
a ruling by the managers on the 
number of men to be used in two 
tab theatres there, as well as the 
Loew houses. They are on strike. 

Boston has reached a tentative 
settlement with an official an- 
nouncement expected which will 
show that a favorable agreement 
has been reached with the man- 
agers. 

Washington reported Sept. 22 that 
another week had been granted by 
the musicians to carry on negotia- 
tions while the men continued at 
work. 

Milwaukee reached a settlement 
Saturday (20) with the stage hands 
and operators, with even the neighs 
in on the settlement. 

In St. Paul the operators and 
stage hands came to an agreement 
with the Publix and Orpheum 
houses Sept. 20. This was handled 
by the Bi-City local. 

Word reached the I. A. office in 
New York Monday (22) that the 
union trouble in Austin, Tex., had 
been settled by stage hands and 
operators. 

In Kansas City the stage hands 
have practically settied,. although 
there is a hitch over the period in- 
volved. The managers are willing 
to pay an increase on a two years’ 
basis. The union asks for a one- 
year period with a $2.50 increase 
the first year, and a second year 
and ancther $2.50 the second. 


Newark, N. J., Sept. 23. 

Long threatened break with the 
musicians came this week-end with 
the musicians quitting their posts 
as the week closed in the different 
theatres. Managers stood firm, al- 
lowing David E. Weshner, Warner, 
to represent them. 

Weshner would not give way on 
his demand that a house be allowed 
to cancel and change policy on no- 
tice. The union insisted on a 52- 
week non-cancellable contract. 

Houses particularly affected are 
the Branford, Proctor’s, and 
Newark, all with stage shows. 
Branford and the Mosque, which 
used an orchestra, opened without 
music Friday; Proctor’s and Loew's 
Saturday, and the Newark Monday. 

All did weil under the new policy 
with the Branford having an un- 
usually big opening. At this house, 
as with the others, an extra number 
of shorts were substituted for the 
music, with the house appreciative. 


(Continued on page 35) 


FANCHON & MARCO PRESENT 


= JONES and HULL 


“TWO NUTS” 
in “BOX O° CANDY” IDEA 


‘DANCERS 


Featured in F. & M. “Brunette” Idea 
Schoo! Address, 545 Sutter St., San Francisco 


The musix.—< 


More Hoke in Shorts 


An order was issued to the 
Warner studio in Brooklyn last 
week for more hokum in 
shorts. Order calls for as much 
hoke as the studio can dig up 
and a ietdown in dramatic and 
musical material. 

Latter types of shorts are 
falling far behind hoke in 
audience estimation, the War- 
ner theatre end stated. 


JUICE ECONOMY BY 
GRADUAL LICHT-UP 


Chicago, Sept. 23. 
An economy amounting to around 
$500 a year for each theatre has 
been instituted by Balaban & Katz 
in connection with electric signs. An 
efficiency expert figured out that by 
not throwing ail the switches at 

once the electric bill is reduced. 


It seems that if waiting a few 
minutes between throwing each 
switch, or, in other words, lighting 
the house and front by gradual pro- 
gressive stages, the juice “load” 
upon which power rates are fixed 
does not go beyond the point where 
certain excess charges are assessed. 

In former times the whole elec- 
trical works was jammed on simul- 
taneously with the meter needle 
jumping forward at a terrific pace 
that is now avoided by allowing 
time lapses. 


SERVICE, PLEASE! 


Chi Exchanges Short of Everything 
—Mats, Stills, Posters 
Chicago, Sept. 23. 
Independent exhibitors in Chi- 
cago, who take care of their own 
publicity, and even the pres§’ men 
of the smaller indie circufts, out- 
side of the loop, are squawking that 
they are finding it increasingly dif- 
ficult to get proper exploitation ma- 
terial from the local exchanges. 


Loop houses manage to secure the 
little material that the main office 
sends in, but following the loop run, 
the exchanges are short of mats, 
Stills, sheets, etc. The exhibs state 
that in most cases they can’t get 
“one” sheets, and when they ask for 
“24" sheets, the exchange has to 
send to N. Y. 


Gypping Peter to Help Paul 
Busts Up Chi Buying Circuits 


Chicago, Sept. 23. 

Buying circuits, which have come 
up suddenly in the past two years, 
foucht at every step by the ex- 
changes, are now starting to find 
difficulty in holding themselves in- 
tact, due to the formation of small 
groups within the circuits. 

Heads of buying circuits have 
used their large buying power as a 
whip over the exchanges, playing 
one house against the other, saying 
to the exchange that if they can’t 
get certain deals for this house they 
won't buy pictures for some other 
house on the circuit. The houses 
being deprived of certain product 
because of these moves are squawk- 
ing plenty, with several houses 
dropping out of the buying com- 
bines entirely. 

Tilustrated by the departure of the 
Schoenstadt group of nine houses 
from the Coston books. Last week 
the Jacob Lasker six houses cut 
loose from the Midwest buying cir- 
cuit. In both of these instances, it 
is reported, the small groups felt 
that their theatres should not be 
used as a whip to aid rival spots, 


$300,000 TO KEEP 
WARNERS’ 8 DE LUXE 


Chicago, Sept. 23. 

Deluxe continues to be the guid- 
ing word for theatre operators. 
Warner Bros., coming into this ter- 
ritory as exhibitors, will spend with- 
in the next two months approxi- 
mately $300,000 for renovations. 

Jules W. Catsiff, Warner chief of 
maintenance, together with James 
Coston, gen. mgr. here for Warners, 
have completed a survey of all the 
houses in the territory, with eight 
theatres selected for extensive re- 
decorations. Renovations mean new 
chairs, rugs, signs and marquee, 
lobby and box-office and anything 
else they can think of. Houses in- 
clude spots in Elkhart, Hammond, 
Indiana Harbor and Chicago. 


Two Lynchburg Houses 
Lynchburg, Sept. 23. 
Lynchburg’s two new show places 
are almost ready to open. They are 
the Paramount, seating 1,600, and 
the Little, seating 300. Both should 
be completed by Nov. 1. Paramount 
is owned by Publix and the Little 


by the town's legit guild. 


and often at their own expense, 
They figured, besides, that they had 
grown large enough to command 
respect themselves at the ex- 
changes, and could get as good, if 
not better, deals on their own. 
_No Like 

Exchanges have never been in 
favor of the circuit buying idea and 
have tried in many ways to break 
up the buying groups. Last year 
they promptly destroyed Ed Brun- 
ell’s Small Theatres Booking or- 
ganization. The small buying group 
has no chance, for exchanges may 
even refuse to sell them product in 
order to discourage them. 
At -the beginning of this buy- 
ing season the exchanges stated 
that they would ignore the presence 
of circuit buying, and would deal 
directly, and only, with the individ- 
ual theatre. Several exchanges tried 
to follow out the scheme and sent 
salesmen to the individual houses, 
But the exhibs, working for once in 
unison, sent 'em to see the buying 
heads. 

‘But the feeling among the ex- 
changes is that if at first you don’t 
succeed there's always a next time, 


Still Going Strong 
5th Consecutive Year 


Benny MEROFF 


WRITE 


PHONE 


Their 
Talking Pictures 


NOW RELEASING: 


“MELODY OF THE HEART”.....English Version 
Ufa’s Beautiful Musical Romance 


“MELODIE DES HERZENS”.....German Version 


“DER TIGER VON BERLIN’. ....German Version 
(“The Tiger Murder Case’’) 
Ufa’s Thrilling Murder Mystery 


UFA FILMS, INC. 


1540 Broadway, New York 


Bryant 7890-1-5 
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COLUMBIA’ 


FIRST 
PROVEN SPECIAL 


* 


WHO CREATED THE DUAL 
ROLES IN THE ORIGINAL | 
STAGE SUCCESS WHICH 
RAN FOR A FULL SEASON 
ON BROADWAY 


‘A tensely thrilling story of two brothers 
reared in widely opposed environments, 
who meet for the first time under the 
most dramatic conditions. The finished 
artistry of Bert Lytell reaches its zenith 
in this powerful picture. 


with 
DOROTHY SEBASTIAN 
WILLIAM MORRIS 


Directed by 
WALTER LANG 


Based on the Sensational Stage 
Success by Herbert Ashton, Jr. 
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UNION TROUBLES 


(Continued from page 33) 

uite possible that the Bran- 
es. porter had not been making 
money with ‘the expensive Publix 
units, may not go back to them. In 
its advertising the houses made no 
mention of the trouble but stressed 
the programs offered. Proctor’s 
carried a board in the lobby an- 
nouncing a change in policy. 

The future depends upon the 
operators. The three local unions 
are in a triple alliance. Managers 
feel the operators will not be called 
out while the musicians are confi- 
dent they will go out when asked. 
The real fight will start when and 
if the operators go out. At present 
the situation will help the legit and 
gtock with the neighborhoods also 


gaining. 


Milwaukee, Sept. 23. 
A walk-out that would have 
pulled every union man out of local 


SS 


Arthur 
PAT WEST 
Cruise Started 


Loew's State, 


Les Angeles, 
Aug. 14 


ALLAN GARCIA 


Dialectician 


“THE DOVE” 


United Artists 


GEORGE MELFORD 


Directing 


“THE CAT CREEP” 


(Spanish version) 
A Universal Picture 


theatres was averted when man- 
agers and stagehounds came to an 
agreement at 12.45 Sunday morning 
(21) over the employ::.ent of stage- 
hands in picture houses. 

The truce came after 12 hours of 
negotiations, 


Montreal, Sept. 23. 
No indication settlement musi- 
cians’ strike here. Combo theatres, 
Loew’s and Imperial, have cut scales 
for all sound shows. 
Imperial trying out double talkers. 


Dallas, Sept. 23. 

In cost Publix and indies at Aus- 
tin, Texas capital, heavy in biz 
when they failed to step to union 
demands. Operators blew up and 
left the whole own dark, with ex- 
ception of Grand Central, operated 
by R. S. Pryor. 

The mess occurred right during 
an American Legion convention, 
with houses all expecting s. r. o for 
the b. 0. Houses remained dark for 
coupla days. 

Disagreement was first blood in 
union difficulties in central and 
west Texas, with locals demanding 
more men and bigger wages for the 
booths. 

At El Paso, Publix had similar 
difficulties, but managed to soft 
soap matters, 

Contracts in most of the larger 
Texas cities—Dallas, San Antonio, 
Houston and Ft. Worth—were re- 
newed either this or last month, 
minus any squawks so far. 


St. Louis, Sept. 23. 

It’s beginning to look like a fight 
to the finish in the latest era of 
musicless pictures, with musicians 
and managers standing pat on the 
dispute, which arose when musicians 
demanded an increase from 12 to 20 
men in the orchestra at the St. 
Louis theatre (R-K-O). Neither 
has made any overtures to the other 
so far. 

All houses here are controlled 
either wholly or in part from New 
York. Little informal discussion of 
the matter by the affected parties. 
Managers report satisfactory busi- 
ness. Loew’s State claims a decided 
increase in receipts. The “strike” is 
probably a lucky break for Loew’s, 
as other houses formerly attracted 
many patrons because of stage 
shows. 

Should the strike, or lockout, con- 
tinue throughout the winter, St. 
Louis will be forced to turn to other 
sources for musical entertainment. 


Fall River, Mass., Sept. 23. 

Threatened strike of picture 
operators in theatres here controlled 
by Nathan Yamins, scheduled for 
last night (22) was averted, when 
Yamins agreed to put one stage 
hand in each of the three theatres 
involved back to work. 

Yamins had attempted to dis- 


pense with their services on a plea 


CARLA 


CARLA TORNEY DANCERS 
“ON THE SET” 


NOW PLAYING 
SAN DIEGO, CALIFORNIA 


Under the Personal Direction of 


TORNEY 


of economy. The stage hands re- 
turn to work at their former salary 
of $40 for six days and the same 
day rate for Sundays. 


Omaha, Sept. 23. 


Musicians at World (Publix) get 
new year’s contract at average to 
scale of $70 per week, with $5 
weekly penalty for all weeks played, 
if contract is cancelled before ex- 
piration. 


Stage hands take minor reduction 
but apparently satisfied. 


Halmiton, Can., Sept. 22. 


William P. Covert, Toronto, third 
vice-president of I. A. T. S. E., will 
come up before Magistrate Bur- 
bridge in Hamilton police court 
Sept, 25, on a charge of intimida- 
tion preferred by Anthony Patzelik, 
owner Playhouse, Hamilton, Cov- 
ert’s arrest following the bombing 
of the Queens theatre, Hamilton, 
because of alleged labor trouble. 


Covert was given a hearing last 
week, but the case was held over 
to obtain written testimony and 
arguments by legal counsel. Fred- 
erick Guest, owner of the Queen’s 
appeared as a witness against Cov- 
ert and told of repeated disturb- 
ances allegedly caused by repre- 
sentatives of organized labor. Fred 
Baldassari, local union organizer, 
who appeared as a witness for Cov- 
ert, admitted he had recently been 
fined for causing trouble at the 
Lyric, Hamilton. 


Marshalltown, Iia., Sept. 23. 
Publix closing Strand, Marshall- 
town in fighting union. Only one 
house open in town and non-union. 


Kansas City, Sept. 23. 

The differences between the the- 
atrical labor organizations and the 
managers of big first-run picture 
houses have been settled. 

Contracts between the stage me- 
chanics and the operators were re- 
newed on the same scale as 1929. 
The stage mechanics had demanded 
a six-day week and seven-hour day, 
which would have required an extra 
man, but they gave in on this point. 


Los Angeles, Sept. 23. 
Local union troubles have been 
ironed out with the final compro- 
mise effected between musicians 
and theatre managers. 


This cleans up.the whole situa- 
tion, as the stage hands made their 
settlement last week and the oper- 
ators remain neutral, with under- 
standing that the booth men have 
called off the $5 increase originally 
demanded. 


Buffalo, Sept. 23. 
The situation between the mu- 
sicians’ union and the legitimate 
theatres is still deadlocked. 
Erlanger and Teck intend to open 
within a fortnight with dramatic 
performances without music, 


Minneapolis, Sept. 23. 
Publix and R-K-O in Minneapolis 
still are struggling to reach a com- 
promise agreement with the mu- 
sicilans and stage hands’ unions 
over terms of the 1930-31 contracts. 


Lynchburg, Va., Sept. 23. 
Court warnings and bench war- 
rants are latest developments in 
the picture operators’ strike here. 


Warrants were served on Joe M. 
Burnett and Albert Broyles, strik- 
ers, in municipal court, charging 
them with assaulting L. H. Pritch- 
ett, non-union worker. Burnett and 
Broyles are to be tried this week. 


In handing out the warrants, 


Judge Joseph P. McCarron warned 
that any other demonstrations en- 
gaged in by Burnett and Broyles 
against non-union operators before 
the cases come to trial might result 
in drastic action, 

“If you cause any more violence,” 
the judge said, “this court will take 
it that you are deliberately trying 
to intimidate non-union men and 
disrupt working conditions § in 
Lynchburg.” 


Detroit, Sept. 23. 
Labor walkout having shoved the 
houses to grind policies, has also 
shifted the admission downward. 
Michigan (B. & K.) went into cut 
rates during straight film policy of 
25-35-50 weekdays and 35-60 Sat- 
urdays and Sundays. 
Grand Riviera, on city outskirts, 
suburban citadel, also shifted to 
35-50. 


Birmingham, Sept. 23. 
Booth operators met the demands 
of Publix here this week and the 
Galax reopened yesterday (22). 
Trianon (R-K-O remains closed, 
demanding two operators instead of 
four. 
Meantime, Trianon is being re- 
modeled, 


PAR’S SCRAP WITH 


VARIETY 


35 


SCRANTON’S DAILIES 


Scranton, Pa., Sept. 23. 

War between Par-Publix and lo- 
cal newspapers, which began a week 
after Par took over Comerford the- 
atres in Scranton, is still on. 

Times and Republican, leading 
dailies, put the bars down on “read- 
ers,” which had been given on ac- 
count of advertising space for years, 
Ad space was cut by Par. “Times” 
opened campaign in its news col- 
umns about crowding theatres, sell- 
ing tickets for seats which couldn't 
be occupied, etc. 

George Walsh, Par’s divisional 
director, and Jack Jackson, publicity 
director, have been trying to smooth 
things out. 

Tiff-off on “Times” crusade on 
overcrowding is that it is no differ- 
ent than under Comerford regime, 
when everything was rosy with the 
papers. M. E. Comerford, called 
once on overcrowding, was quoted 
as telling city officials that churches 
packed 'em in worse than his houses 
did, 


smelling, stale air. 


of every theatre. 


and other circuits and 
coast. 


SEATTLE 


HEALTHFUL | 


\oole 


(NATURE 


OTHING so quickly gives people the 
, wrong impression, when entering a 
beautiful theatre, as to be greeted by foul, ill- 


This evil condition is quickly corrected in 
any theatre by Healthful Kooler-Aire, the 
complete cooling and air conditioning system. 
It changes the air entirely every four minutes, 
or oftener, as required. The fresh, incoming 
air is washed free of soot and dust. 
it is circulated—slowly, steadily, QUIETLY 
to every part of the house. 
Costs less to buy and to operate. 
ing plan puts Kooler-Aire profitably within the reach 
Take advantage of it this season. 


Put in the proved system that has made good for 
Paramount-Publix, Warner Brothers, 


Then 


Our liberal finance 


Fox, R-K-O 


independents from coast to 
May we send this book? 


Write today. 


Kooler-Aire Engineering Corp. | 
1916 Paramount Blidg., New York, N. Y. 
B. F. SHEARER Co., 


Coast Representative 


PORTLAND 
LOS ANGELES 


Publix 


HELEN and AGNES 


LAST WEEK (SEPT. 12) 


Publix 
Publix 


ORIENTAL 


THIS WEEK (SEPT. 19) 


UPTOWN 


NEXT WEEK (SEPT. 26) 


P. S.—Wish we knew what we are going to do after this Publix tour. 


HARRINGTON 


Chicago 
Chicago 


Chicago 


That P. S. should be down here but we didn’t have room for it. 
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MES RENNIE 
RRY BANNISTER 


Based on the play by David Belasco 
Francis Dillon Production 
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EXCITEMENT 


The BACKBONE BIG HITS 
dominates every 


newest Natural 


Wednesday, September 24, 1930 


Even the critics are excited 


FILM DAILY—“Pathe has an 
honest-to-goodness lulu in this 
corking melodrama. 


Strong drama, comedy, plenty of action 
—just about everything to give it big, 


wide appeal. Should be a NATURAL.” 
Don Gillette 


DAILY REVIEW— “Hold Every- 
thing For This One! Grand enter- 
tainment. Eighty-three minutes of su- 
preme intensity. Fast and furious enter- 
tainment that is due for the heaviest kind 
of money. The customers will eat it alive 


and cry out for more.” Arthur James 


MOTION PICTURE NEWS— 
“Powerful.Gives Pathé anothertalker 
that will stand up in the class of ‘Holiday’, 
although the story is oposite. Drama, 
action and humor that will satisfy any 
kind of audience. The fight is a thriller 
from start to finish.” Bill Crouch 


EXHIBITORS HERALD—“It’s 
Different! The fight sequence out- 
does any heretofore. 


The picture cost Pathé many thousands 
of dollars but the preview proved the 
money wisely invested.” Douglas Hodges 


HARRISON’S REPORTS—”A 
powerful story. The fight is the 
fiercest seen in. a picture for several 
years. There is much comedy in it too. 


The talk is very clear.” PS. Harrison 


VARIETY—“ The picture is al- 
most continuously full of action! 
That it will stand up for Pathé seems a 
certainty. Presents a phase of the un- 
derworld few other than those of the 


underworld are at all familiar with.” 
Sime Silverman 


LOS ANGELES RECORD—"s 
destined to be a big hit. HER 
MAN, like ‘Holiday’,is one of the few fine 
pictures of the year. The greatest fight 
sequence | have ever seen. It's actually 


amazing. Just one yell after another. 
Jimmy Starr 


HOLLYWOOD REPORTER — 
“Different—beautiful and excit- 
ing. Has big box office possibilities. It 
also boasts of a swell cast—everyone 
does great work.” Hollywood Reporter 


NEW YORK DAILY NEWS— 
“Hailed as knockout at preview. 


A crashing finish reaches the top mark — 


in film thrills. The audience simply had 


to shout and yell to ease the tension.” 
Florabel Muir 


with 

HELEN TWELVETREES 
MARJORIE RAMBEAU 
RICARDO CORTEZ 
PHILLIPS HOLMES 
JAMES GLEASON 


Directed by TAY GARNETT 
Produced by E. B. DERR 
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Hays-Exhibs’ New Standard Form 
Of Contract Ready for Printers 


A take itor leave it and pay the 
difference attitude accompanies the 
latest standard exhibition contract, 
which will be formally announced 
very shortly. Indie exhibs in the 
near future will have opportuniiy 
to peruse it at their local Film 
Board of Trade. 

Copies of the form, agreed by the 
Hays office, with the exception of 
the Warner-First National aggre- 
gation, for the Allied States-Abram 
Myers exhib group and the M. P. 
T. O. A.—Lightman indie faction, 


will be disseminated. 
Hays members, the distributors, 


will pay their own printing bills, 
according to the number of forms 
they decide to have turned off the 
press. The two indie organizations 
will send copies to each of their 
units. 

Contrary to the first impression, 
when Sidney Kent rounded up the 
boys for another try at contractual 
uniformity, resulting in the present 
formula, every indie exhib and every 
distrib, for that matter, doesn’t have 
to use the formula to make it uni- 
form. 

There will still be alternatives for 
the maker or signer. In the case 
of the exhib who is leary, the ad- 
vance deposit system will doubtless 
be invoked and he can sign one 
of the existing forms, 

The Hays office expects that the 
new form will be in service by Jan. 
1, next. 


Marcus’ Tab Closes 


Birmingham, Sept. 23. 
Marcus tab show closed at Er- 
Janger Friday night (19), after two 
weeks, 
It is scheduled to reopen about 
Nov. 1 at Pantages with pictures 
and three shows a day. 


A 


CHL DISTRIBS. 
MANY SYSTEMS 
ZONING 


Chicago, Sept. 23. 


Cc. C. Pettijohn of the Hays or- 
ganization, “due in town” six times 
in the past two weeks to straighten 
out the protection system, and pos- 
sibly shove through his pet zoning 
scheme, has failed to show. The ex- 
change managers are still waiting, 
and expect him “any day now.” 


They are agreed that the zoning 
plan as organized in other cities 
isn’t for Chicago, and that the plan 
they have ready to submit to Petti- 
john is merely a slight elaboration 
of the present weekly’ release 
system. At present the exchanges 
are selling new product under the 
old scheme; and that scheme is full 
of variations in the case of protec- 
tion, 


Chi’s Own Zoning 

Variations are due to fact that 
exchanges use their own discretion 
in selling hcuses, and because ex- 
hibs are out for blood in competi- 
tion. Thus, it is pointed out, one 
house may buy the first runs of 
Metro, Universal and Warner, which 
places all rival neighborhood thea- 
tres as subsequent spots for those 
three exchanges. But the rival house 
seeing that move, goes to Para- 
mount, First National, United Ar- 
tists and cops the first runs for 
those pictures. 

Previous attempts to zone Chi- 
cago territory have failed, and the 
protection scheme proposed by the 
exchange managers concerns itself 
only with minor individual problems 
locally. The biggest change pro- 


Picking Titles 


A picture company in New 
York was stuck for a title. The 
president called in four of his 
heaviest executives and order- 
ed each to suggest three titles, 
Of the twelve all but three were 
eliminated, 

An office boy and stenogra- 
pher were then called in and 
each asked to choose one of 
the three. Of the two remain- 
ing the president picked the 
one which will go up in lights. 


$1 Top for Specials at 
Garden, Milwaukee, on 
2-a-Day and Reserved 


Milwaukee, Sept. 23. 
For the first time in local the- 
atricals, the same attraction is be- 
ing shown in two theatres at the 
same time, in first run, downtown 
houses, It’s “Whoopee” both houses, 
Majestic and Garden, which adjoin 
each other on Wisconsin avenue. 
Beginning with Griffith’s “Lin- 
coln” Friday (26) the Garden will 
adopt a reserved seat policy, two 


shows a day at $1 top. It will con- 
tinue indefinitely, according to 
present plans, with “Hell’s Angels” 
to follow “Lincoln.” 


Film Bowling League 
Denver, Sept. 23. 


Exchange and theatre men have 
formed a bowling league with these 
teams: Sheffield-F. N., W. B.-Vita- 
phone, Fox, M-G-M, Univ.-U. A., 
Par., Pathe-R-K-O and Film De- 
livery. 


posed is in the downstate code. And 
here there is one stand-out point in 
the new proposal. That is, to cut 
the protection of first runs over 
subsequent run houses from 56 days 
to 28 days. 


VARIETY 39 


WITH STRIKE 
HOLDING 


Philadelphia, Sept. 23. 

Musicians’ strike here is in status 
quo. Members of Musicians’ Union 
No. 77 and the owners of the large 
picture houses (Warners and Fox) 
are still at loggerheads, with no 
sign of settlement. Mastbaum, Fox 
and Earle theatres, the only three 
downtown houses to have stage 
shows, and seriously affected by the 
strike, did normal business last 
week, 

Mastbaum got $40,000, which was 
average; Fox, $27,500, a little above, 
and the Earle, $18,500, a little below. 

Shorts were used instead of stage 
acts and orchestral numbers last 
week, starting Friday. 

Mastbaum brought in Joe E. 
Brown in person. He appeared on 
a little wooden platform built out 
over the orchestra, told stories and 
gags. Then, with the aid of Gene 
Morgan, put on a little skit, on the 
nutty order. Brown introduced his 
remarks by saying that for once he 
had the perfect spot, being “the 
whole show.” He went over in a 
big way, and this week’s business at 
the Mastbaum promises to go up a 
peg or two, 

Other houses may try the idea, 
although it is limited, There has 
been no sign, so far, that the oper- 
ators’ union will go out in sympa- 
thy, and, without them, the musi- 
cians appear to be in a difficult 


position, 


Ill. Indie Ass'n Near Ready to Fold; 
Members Lax and Wont Pay Dues 


Chicago, Sept. 23 

The Milinois Independent Theatre 
Owners Ass’n., local Allied States 
group, is wobbling. This is the ine 
side opinion of film row. 

The exhib members of the group 
are responsible for the decay of the 
organization. They have been list- 
less, rarely attended meetings, no 
matter how urgent. More than half 
are far behind in their dues and 
show no inclination to pay up. From 
appearances, they have tacitly quit 
the organization. On their half- 
hearted attitude, lack of co-opera- 
tion and their failure to see the 
possible benefits of an association, 
rest the blame, 

This much is admitted by the 
I. L T. O. A, members, 


Saperstein Alone 

Aaron Saperstein, president, and 
who put into operation the Allied 
local group some seven months ago, 
has worked hard but received no 
support. Saperstein’s efforts have 
been done free of charge. The only 
person receiving any salary is Lou 
Abramson, secretary. 

But, according to the info, the 
group, which at its height had some 
125 members, is ready to fold. 

The salvaged part of the asso- 
ciation will be film buying circuit, 
also organized by Saperstein. Buy- 
ing group contains about 25 meme«- 
bers and appears strong. An early 
effort on the part of the exchanges 
to break up the buying group failed, 


Golf in Office Bldg. 


Providence, Sept. 23. 
Loew’s State is leasing entire 
floor in theatre building to local 
men for pony golf course. Permit 
now before city authorities for con- 
sideration. Okay due soon. Undere 
standing here that theatre ig not 
connected with project. 
Since theatre was built two 
years ago there has been plenty. of 


office space for rent in building. 
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Booking and Operating Depts. 
Can't Agree Over Acts’ 3 or 4 a Day 


The R-K-O booking office con- 
tends that a four-a-day policy in 
the circuit's vaude theatres will 
“break the actors’ hearts.” The R- 
K-O theatre operating department 
declares actors’ hearts are not so 
easily broken, nor so important as 
to bar an inevitable drift of vaude 
houses toward more shows daily in 
neighborhoods and spots where R- 
K-O is alone with stage shows and 
vaude, and where local conditions 
watrant the increase. 


That is the substance of a prob- 
lem which the booking and operat- 


ing ends of R-K-O are attempting 
to settle. They have as yet reached 
no compromise and still hold their 
opposing opinions. 

In going four-a-day generally, R- 
K-O would be following the pres- 
entation theatres of other circuits. 
Contention of the booking office is 
that R-K-O's vaude bills are not 
suited by nature to more than three 
shows daily, top. This is on the 
theory that full merit from a vaude 
act cannot be secured four times a 


day. 
It is pointed out by the booking 


Unusual Amount 


Wilton and Weber Offer 


of Stock-in-Trade 


To Producers of Musical Comedies, Revues and 
Talking Pictures, Due to Their Varied Experience 


Just think of two men in the cast 
of either a play or revue who both 
sing, dance, play parts and bring with 
them the only speciality of its kind in 
the world, 


HEADLINERS 


Wilton and Weber have been head- 
lined in every worthwhile theatre in 
America. 


VERSATILE 


In four years’ time Wilton and 
Weber have changed songs and dia- 
logue seven different times. Each rou- 
tine of talk original. In addition to 
writing and producing for a number of 
others, 


We Respectfully Call Attention of the Above to 
MR. GEO. WHITE, MR. FLO. ZIEGFELD, MR. EARL CARROLL 
and MESSRS. SHUBERT 


DISCUSSIONS 

Wilton and Weber cause patrons 
upon leaving theatres to debate amont 
themselves who does the singing while 
newspaper reviewers openly manifest 
their inability to detect this feature. 

They say if you make them talk 
about you together with hilarious 
laughter and tumultuous applause you 
have an unusual vaiue. 

Investigation will prove that this is 
no idle boast, 
EQUIPMENT 

In buying Wilton and Weber you 
will have bought two comedians, cap- 
able of furnishing scenes, Black outs 
and comedy construction which can 
be suitably adapted to the continuity 
of any book. 


(Advertisement) 


Everything Is “Miniature” Now—Even Our Ad 


Peggy—Use “MINIATURE” in a sentence. 
Rolly—Every “MINIATURE” with Horace he’s playing out of bounds. 


PAIGE SISTERS 


ON R-K-O ROUTE 
This Week (Sept. 20), PALACE, CLEVELAND 


office in its logic that acts in the 
presentation theatres are not the 
same acts that play the vaude 
houses. In the latter an act will 
do 16 minutes, with the stage to it- 
self for that time. No support or 
house help during this period on the 
stage. In a presentation theatre that 
same act will do less than half that 
time, receiving necessary support 
from the band and others on the 
stage. . 
Inside Theatre 


Another angle is that less time 
on a stage does not atone for the 
four-a-day, since four shows keep 
the actor in the theatre practically 
the entire day, with but short inter- 
vals between shows. This often 
tends to hold down an act's efforts 
to minimum, with the work daily 
precludifiig and lessening ambition 
to advance and expand in the mate- 
rial line. Many acts claim presen- 
tation playing makes them mechan- 


ical and indifferent in their attitude | 


toward their work. 


The short time allotted acts in| 


presentations does not allow for the 
experimentation and advancement 
possible in the freedom of the vaude 
bills. 

Salaries 


Still another reported cause for 
objection to four-a-day by the R- 
K-O booking office relates to sal- 
aries. The present difference be- 
tween vaude and presentations from 
the acts’ viewpoint, through differ- 
ence in number of shows, is meas- 
ured by salaries. The average act’s 
salary is higher in the _ picture 
houses for the less work but more 
shows daily than in vaude. 


One answer said to have been 
made by the booking office was that 
on a four-a-day policy the cost of 
R-K-O vaude bills could not be held 
within the present budgets set by 
the operating department. Nor 
could vaude exercise a choice of 
acts through first call or preference, 
as at present, if there is no distinc- 
tion to appearing in vaude. 

Palace, Cleveland, and Fordham, 
New York, went from three to four- 
a-day Aug. 30. This was held to 
indicate the business angle is win- 
ning over the heartbreaker view. 

Next increase will be in Flush- 
ing when the R-K-O house there 
goes three-a-day on week days. 
Flushing has been a_ two-a-day 
stand, excepting on Saturday and 
Sunday, since opening. 


Kent in “Girl Crazy” 
Aarons & Freedley have engaged 
William Kent for “Girl Crazy,” their 
season's first. 


12 Songs Not Enough 
For $300—Lina Basquette 


Los Angeles, Sept. 23. 
Because Lina Basquette, who 
staged a fashion show as a prelude 
to opening her own fashion shop, 
did not think Paul Whiteman’s 
Rhythm Boys, who sang 12 songs, 
did enough to earn the stipulated 

$300 she offered to settle for half- 


The singing trio has attached 
Miss Basquette’s bank account, 


Harvey Watkins bumped into an 
unfriendly barbed wire. 


—=> 


Moran Back With Mack: 
Playing for R-K-0, $5000 


Moran and Mack will play five 
weeks for R-K-O commencing 
in Toledo Oct. 25. Route will be To- 
ledo, St. Louis, Cincinnati, Chicago 
and Cleveland, 


This Moran and Mack will have 
George Moran, who has rejoined 
Charlie Mack. They split shortly 
before Par’s “Anybody’s War”. went 
into production, and Bert Swor be- 
came “Moran.” Salary $5,000 weekly, 


arcus Loew 
BOOKINGAGENCY | 
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“BROADWAY STARS OF THE FUTURE”’ 


LITTLE JACKIE HELLER 
KATHLEEN HOWARD 


HOWARD 


PALACE, NEW YORK, THIS WEEK 
ALL NEW! ALL MODERN! ALL 


At the Pianos—HATHAWAY and KRAMER 


AND 


MRS. BENNY DAVIS 


R-K-O—CHAS. 


HAL LeROY 


MORRISON 


Personal Manager 


H. N. AZINE 
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Too Many Vaude Agents and They 


Know It—Got to Go Soon, but Where? 


The panic is on for all circuit 
agents. Before the end of this year 
there is expected to be a steady 
stream of agents exiting into some- 
thing that will get them more 
money. 

This is the claim of the agents 
themselves. The exodus, it is said, 
will include many agents now con- 
nected with R-K-O. 

That there are far too many 
agents for the number of houses 
using vaudeville has been recog- 
nized for a long time. Many hung 
on by their toes to await the new 
season. When the new _ season 
epened with no healthy signs, the 
agents admit they have shot their 
last bolt. 

R-K-O Agents the Same 


R-K-O agents are in the same 
boat as the rest. There are too 
many R-K-O agents. Plenty are 
walking around who haven't three 
acts working, and some living on 
just one act. 

Intacts, which take up about half 
of R-K-O full playing time, have 
hurt bookings, state the agents, 

Loew’s time has decreased to 
about 12 weeks. Not enough to 
keep the agents of that office in 
food and board. : 

Warners and Fox hold open shop 
for agents. The latter has been 
cold for some time and promises to 
remain so. The former’s few weeks 
in its deluxe and vaude theatres 
aren’t enough for the many agents. 

Agents are up against it. They 
know they have got to go but don’t 
know where. 


Dr. Rockwell’s Shubert 
Feud Costs $1,750 Wk. 


Doctor Rockwell, who hasn’t been 
on a stage since “Greenwich Vil- 
lage Follies” more than a year ago, 
has advised the Shuberts he prefers 
to stay idle without pay until his 
contract expires rather than play 
out his contract with them. 

Rockwell is under a three-year 
contract with the Shuberts at a 
salary of $1,750 a week. It expires 
Jan, 1, next. Shuberts won’t per- 
mit Rockwell to play for anyone 
else and Rockwell won’t play for 
the Shuberts. He is now vacation- 
ing in Maine and states he'll lay 
off until the Shubert contract is 
over, 

Trouble between Rockwell and 
the Shuberts grew out of his rela- 
tions with them during the “Fol- 
lies,” with Rockwell then informing 
the brothers he’d rather not work 
than work for them. 

Recently the Shuberts, refusing to 
allow Rockwell to play outside the 
Shubert fold, restrained him from 
going through with a 26-week com- 
mercial radio job for Camel cigar- 
ette firm over the Columbia system. 

Rockwell’s banning of the Shu- 
berts from the list of those he’ll 
Play for, with the list including 
everyone but the Shuberts, means 
a loss of his $1,750 Shubert salary 
weekly until Jan. 1 and no income 
from theatrical engagements up to 
that date. 


These Days! 


At one of the Times Square 
hotels, catering mostly to lay- 
offs, things are so tough the 
boys around the lobby are 
Playing poker for orchestra- 
tions instead of chips. 


$4,000 SALARY 
FOR MAHONEY 


Will Mahoney will receive $4,000 
weekly during the road tour of Car- 
roll’s “Sketch Book,” shortly start- 
ing out. It’s the hit musical Ma- 
honey appeared in last season on 
Broadway for a long stretch. 

The Mahoney contract was again 
engineered through his representa- 
tive, Ralph Farnum. It carries 
added clauses, such as have never 
previously been contained in a the- 
atrical agreement between artist 
and manager. 

One provision permits Mahoney 
to do outside work of any character, 
stage or screen, permitted away 
from his Carroll performances, 
without notifying the management. 

Another clause specifically states 
Mahoney’s representative, Farnum, 
shall have entree at any time in 
front or back stage of any theatre 
where the attraction is playing, 
while Mahoney is with it. 

Mahoney distinguished himself 
additionally while with “Sketch 
Book” last season, toward the end 
of the run of th. play, by doing, 
without Carroll’s request, his now 
famous xylophone dance, the’ only 
dance of-its kind ever seen on a 
stage. It:‘is also the only dance 
within the memory of any show- 
man that no one so far has at- 
tempted to copy. The latter is 
likely explained by the dance’s nov- 
elty and long practice required. 


MORRISON VS. FITZGERALD 


Wants Half $13,000 on Big Tess’ 
“Show Boat” Salary 


Action for a share in 105 weeks’ 
commission from the booking of 
Aunt Jemima (Tess Gardella) in 
“Show Boat,” has been started by 
Charlie Morrison against Leo Fitz- 
gerald. Morrison charges the place- 
ment was jointly made, with an 
agreement for equal sharing in the 
commissions between the two 
agents. 

An affidavit by Aunt Jemima is 
to the same effect. . 

Fitzgerald’s alleged debt to Mor- 
rison dates three years back. Com- 
mission amount involved is around 
$13,000, half of which Morrison 
claims is due him. 


Clayton, Jackson and Durante set 
for one of their Palace, N. Y., 
spasms week Oct. 4. 


Inside Stuff—Yaudeville 


Gertrude Barr, formerly of the Barr Twins (vaude), is making her bow 


in the legits as a member of the “Three’s a Crowd” show. 


29 at the Erlanger, Philadelphia. 


It opens Sept. 


Theatre Guild’s “Strange Interlude” in its tour this season may reopen 


many a former legit house for a day or two. 


Reports are coming in 


here and there of a “big legit season,” with “Interlude” as the reason and 


that play only mentioned as booked. 


Charlie Morrison’s shore-to-ship talk by radio with Morton Downey 
while the latter was en route to this side on the “Leviathan” last week, 
resulted in Downey’s acceptance of an R-K-O opening at the Coliseum, 


New York, Sept. 27. 
the week following. 


Downey is penciled in for the New York Palace 


When Tom Smith, vaudeville comedian, remarks during his act that 
he is the father of Eleanor Smith, noted girl flyer, the audience take it 


as a jest. 


As a matter of fact, the vaudeville fufiny man is not only the father 


of the young aviatrix, but is himself a flyer. 


the air to his credit. 


Smith has 400 hours in 


In looking over R-K-O bills for New York, the “dumb act” seems to be 


getting a fair break these days. 


For the present week are Belleclaire Bros., Polar Pastimes, “Land of 
Clowns,” Osaka Bros., Flash Devils, Monroe and Grant, The Agem 
Pipifax, Lester, Irving Trio, Novell Bros., Hill’s Circus, Les Gellis Bros 


and Matsumoto Troupe. 


FRANK 


JACK 
MITCHELL and DURANT 


Stars of two Continents 
This Week (Sept. 20), Palace, N. Y. 
“Greatest act of its kind in vaude- 
ville.’—Bob Grannis, “Graphic.” 

Dir. WM. MORRIS AGENCY 

R-K-O, HUGO MORRIS 


Al Bow’s Revue Winds Up 
Harlem Way All Wrong; 
Pay-Off Buck Passing 


“Top Speed,” black and white re- 
vue, produced. by Al Dow, indie 
vaude booker, wound up after a 
week at the Lafayette, New York, 
in what amounted to a free-for-all 
before the acts recruited from vaude 
for the revue were paid off, 


Fred Lorraine, producer of the 
freak act, “A Night at Coney Is- 
land,” claims $400 still owed him by 
Dow on the act, with Dow passing 
the buck to Frank Schiffermann, 
operator of the Lafayette, claiming 
the latter paid him off short. Lor- 
raine is unwilling to be the loser, no 
matter who’s wrong. 


With the indie booking racket 
shot and with Dow having but three 
houses left he is reported to have 
decided to venture into the legit 
field. The show grossed $6,300 on 
the Lafayette week. 


Dow claims that Lorraine had 
been contracted to furnish 14 freaks 
in the “Night at Coney Island” act 
but only produced nine and that the 
house deducted for the shortage. 
Lorraine says that since the act, 
short or otherwise, was not turned 
down after the opening performance 
his contract is good. 


Aside from the Lorraine incident 
plenty of other grief recorded, 
mostly by colored acts who liter- 
ally had to fight for their coin. 
After much wrangling they were 
paid with Lorraine and his congress 
of strange people the only ones left 
holding the Hag, through being paid 
short. 


A. P. FELL FOR PRESS 
STUNT BY LOMA WORTH 


Kansas City, Sept. 23. 


Loma Worth, vaude, who got 
plenty publicity in Omaha through 
reported pinch of Roy David Gate- 
wood, dance promoter, who was an- 
nounced as about to marry Miss 
Worth, added to it here when Miss 
Worth’s mother told the press they 
had gotten a license and had "gone 
to a preacher’s, but had. to call it 
off because Miss Worth had to re- 
port to do her act in the theatre. 


It is now claimed they will _be 
married in Davenport, Ia., Nov. 12. 


Gatewood, who claims to be from 
both St. Joe, Mo., and Memphis, 
admitted in Omaha he had little 
money although he drives a sport 
touring car and employed a chauf- 
feur. He has promised to go 
through with a railroad dance pro- 
motion in Omaha Sept. 29. 


Whole thing regarded as a press 
stunt, and if so, it worked as the 
story’ was given 300 words on As- 
sociated Press wires alone, 


Melino’s Try 
Hollywood, Sept. 23. 
Frank Melino of vaude is crash- 
ing the talkers in a _ two-reeler, 
“Sailor, Be Square,” at Universal. 


Team Splits 
Forsythe and Kelly have split. 
Both will continue with other part- 
ners, 
Jim Forsythe’s new half is Nick 
Lang, formerly Lang and Voelk. 


Havana Bids for Divorce Biz 


As Chi Opens 


Canned Dirt 


Sam Coslow, writing on the 
coast for Famous Music, 
makes recordings of all his 
newly written songs, with in- 
side chatter, for Larry Spier 
in New York. 

Sam does his own recording 
on the seif-recording machines 
at 50c per record. He has a 
pianist play while he sings. In 
between bars he tells Larry 
what's dirty on the coast and 
asks about things eastern. 


FILM HASBEENS 
GET CHILL 


Hollywood, Sept. 23. 

Experience having taught R-K-O 
fading picture stars are “names” in 
name only, the circuit is reported 
laying off the lay offs. Call going 
out here for picture talent lists only 
the currently biggest in the busi- 
ness. 

Anyone who has been out of pic- 
tures more than a year is frowned 
upon for fear that the same reasons 
patrons haven’t supported their pic- 
tures will hold true to a large ex- 
tent if the faded film lights are 
brought to vaude. 

Agents trying to pick up picture 
names mention the lack of interest 
shown in the hasbeens who might 
or might not be available for vaude, 
but on the other hand disagree with 
R-K-O when it comes to certain 
individuals who have flopped out 
here but claim draw on the “flesh” 
angle. 

This group of agents is still dig- 
ging out a few hasbeens as well as 
people who, within the iast few 
months, have lost renewal of their 
contracts or are minor stars, fiit- 
ting from one company to another. 

R-K-O is asking for the Bows, 
Gilberts, Chevaliers, Chattertons, 
Powells, Chaplins and Barrymores, 
with most agents throwing up their 
hands. 


The R-K-O theatres have been 
badly stuck on many occasions by 
film names who failed to either 
make good or draw any money. 


JACK PRINCETON LOST 
PARTNER AND WIFE 


When Jack Princeton arrived at 
Loew's Gates theatre, srooklyn, 
Aug. 28 and couldn’t perform, it 
was the last straw for Mrs. Renee 
Princeton. The act, Princeton and 
Renee, lost the rest of the Loew cir- 
cuit, and Princeton lost Renee. She 
walked out, as partner and wife. 

The Princetons were married 
three years ago, when Mrs. Prince- 
ton was Irene Trivette, vaude sin- 
gle. Princeton had previously been 
divorced from Lillian Watson, with 
whom he did the act of Princeton 
and Yale. 

Marital troubles of the Princetons 
during the past year were climaxed 
by the Gates theatre affair. 


Trix Friganza, MC. 


Trixie Friganza has been engaged 
by Loew to play its deluxe presen- 
tation houses with a unit. She will 
act as m. ¢., 

Trix will open in October. 


Luken’s Acrobatic School 


Reading, Pa., Sept. 23. 
Luken brothers, Harry and Leroy, 
for many years vaude acrobats, are 
conducting an acrobatic training 
department in the Brownell danc- 
ing school here. 


Foreign Team Over 
Billy Caryl and Hilda Mundy, 
comedy team, are the latest act 
imported from England for Amer- 
ican vaude. Jenie Jacobs did it. 
Opening Sept. 27 for R-K-O at 
the Kenmore, New York. 


20,000 Cases 


Chicago, Sept. 23 

Divorce courts opened up for the 
fall term last week, with several 
performers present at the gala oc- 
casion, 

Courts are tremendously crowded, 
with 60,000 cases pending. Of this 
number, 20,000 are divorce cases, of 
which some are as much as 15 years 
old. Some of them even forget they 
ever filed suit for divorce. 

Courts are far behind their sched- 
ule due to several reasons. Six 
judges last year, and of the remain- 
ing men on the bench, most of them 
have been placed in the Criminal 
Court in an effort to clear up the 
situation there. Judge Joseph Sa- 
bath, who has heard more divorce 
cases than any other judge in the 
world, and who has an international 
rep as a divorcee judge, has been 
switched to the Criminal Court. 

Divorce calendars this year will 
be heard by Judges Harry Lewis 
and John J. Sullivan in the Superior 
Court, and by Judge Daniel Trude 
in the Circuit Court. 

Havana Competish 

It appears from reports of divorce 
attorneys here that Havana, Cuba, 
will enter the divorce ring this year 
as a serious rival to Paris, Reno and 
Chicago. In Havana, under the new 
divorce ruling, there is no worry 
over either the question of grounds 
or residence. All that is needed is 
proof of marriage. In the United 
States, grounds are the most ime 
portant thing. 

Havana offers 15 divorce outs, 
including non-support, which is not 
grounds for divorce in the U. 8S. 
anywhere unless accompanied with 
two years desertion. In order t 
a divorce in Cuba, you need only sail 
to Havana, turn over marriage cer- 
tificate to attorney, then return 
home with divorce decree following 
in four months, by mail. There is 
no fear of bigamy in subsequent 
marriage, as in the case with Mexi- 
can decrees. 

Cuban divorce is being played up 
for its advantages over Paris be- 
cause of time and expense, and over 
Reno where the minimum residence 
requirement is three months, with 
forty days for the proceedings. 

Getting down to cases, Leo Weiss- 
kopf, divorce attorney, filed papers 
for a trio of performers, All three, 
as are the great majority of the di- 
vorce suits on the early fall docket, 
are based on claims of desertion, 

“Noble Experiment” 

Mabel Rolle Miller, appearing at 
present with Mutual burlesque here, 
married Benjamin Rolle in Aug. 
1913. He scrammed suddenly in 
Oct. 1921, when his wife wouldn't 
give up her ambitions to become a 
prima donna, 

Evelyn Goodwin, nite club enter- 
tainer, led a hectic married life. 
She married Dewey Goodwin in 
June, 1924, at Pontiac, Mich. He 
took her to Freeport, L. L, where so 
many happy divorces begin, and 
where the acts of cruelty and de- 
sertion occurred. Desertion from 
that there place happened in June, 
1929. Now Evelyn Goodwin in town, 
hoping for the best. 

In the next case, it’s the frau who 
vanished. Olga Adams, performer, 
left Oscar Adams, stage-hand, alone 
in the house in April, 1928. She 
forgot to come back. They married 
unsuspectingly in St. Paul, where 
Adams was working at the Gaeity 
theatre, in Dec. 1917. 

One cruelty case stands out in the 
early fal list. Carl Rutchow, mana- 
ger of the Haymarket, burlesque 
theatre here, has been sued for di- 
vorce by his wife, Rena, formerly 
of the chorus. The exact method 
of Rutchow’s cruelty doesn’t much 
matter. 


Both in 2-Act Hurt 


*. 
Schenectary, N. Y., Sept. 4a” 
Bobby Pincus and Isabel Dwan, 
two-act, were injured here in an 
auto smash-up while driving from 
New York to play on the current 
R-K-O bill. Miss Dwan's injuries 
were worse than her partner’s, 
though neither is hurt seriously. 
They will resume for R-K-O 
when recovered. 


W. C. Handy With Band 
William C. Handy, the oldest of 
the present day colored composers 
and who rose to fame with his still 
popular “St. Louis Blues,” is open- 
ing for R-K-O vaude Oct. 4. 
Handy will appear with Leroy C. 


Smith’s Negro band. 
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Loews Route’ Not Enough Any More 
For Vaude Road Shows’ Booking 


Unable to ook it right through 
because of the holes and long jumps 
brought on by. elimination of vaude 
in so many of the circuit's theatres, 
Loew’s will discontinue its vaude 
road show route after Oct. 1. 


Another reason is that the six re- 
maining Loew weeks on the road, 
further reduced to five next month 
when. Toronto goes out, isn’t. long 
enough to be classed as a route. 


New Loew booking plan for out- 


side New York will be one bill for 
the three weeks in the south at 
Memphis, New Orleans and Hous- 
ton, and another for the two north- 
ern stands, Montreal and Boston. 


This will cut out the present 10- 
day layoff and jump for acts be- 
tween Houston and Toronte. An- 
other open stretch in the south, five 
days between Memphis and New 
Orleans, will be patched up through 
Memphis’ change from Monday to 


Friday opening. With New Onleans 
opening Fridays and Memphis Mon- 
days, as at present, there is a five- 
day pause for acts between the two 
cities. Under the change, which 
closes Memphis the day before N. O. 
opens, there will be the customary 
overnight hop, with no 1. o. 


10-Day Jump Slant 


Houston-Montreal 10-day jump, 
or vice versa, becomes optional for 
acts under the switch. At present 
it’s compulsory for all acts accept- 
ing the Loew road booking. 


For acts now on Loew’s hop, skip 
and jump road trip, the railroad 
fares alone are averaging about $40 
a week per person. The Loew salary 
increase away from New York is 
$50 for teams and in proportion for 


other acts. 


Greetings to Our New F riends in Europe and Our Old Friends in U. S. A. 


BACK HOME 


With SALLY JOY 


Mon Legrand-Chabrier, Paris. 


Raskinett Embassy Club Bruxelles, Chevali 


The Entertainers of Royalty 


After a most successful ten months’ tour thru Europe during which we were accorded the notable 
honor to appear and entertain the Ruling Heads and Aristocracy, to name 


His Royal Majesty King Albert of Belgium (two times) 
Their Royal Majesties the King and Queen of Denmark (nine times) 
His Royal Majesty King Alfonso of Spain 

His Royal Majesty King Gustav of Sweeden (four times) 
His Royal Highness Prince of Wales (two times) 

His Excellent Highness Prince Regent of Monaco, A. M. 


Ex-King and Queen Manuel of Portugal, the Aga and Begum Kahn with entourage (10), Grarid 
Duke Dmitri with Princess Ilynsky, Princess d’Orleans Bragance, Prince and Princess Leon Radzi- 
will, the Maharajah of Kapurthala with entourage, Lord and Lady Scarsdale, Mme. Eyde, Lady Car- 
narvon, Prince and Princess Lobcovitz, Duchess de. Vendome; 
talitzine,’ Princess Ghika, Marquis and ‘Marquise de St. Marc, Prince Litchtenstein, Princess Hohen- 
lohe, the S%jm-Bey, Lord and Lady Mountbatten, Lord and Lady Cecil Manners, Comte and Comtesse 
de Beaurepaire, M. and Mme. Glitzine, Prince.OQmar Halim, Prince Charles, Baroness Baude, Sir James 
Gomer Berry, Grossherzog Albrecht von: Mecklenburg-Schwerin with entourage, General de Bitten- 
court, Mrs. E. C. Davis, Count Goudovitech, Mrs. Underwood French, Baroness Orczy, 
d’Ayen, the Vte. de Salignac-Fenelon, Count da Silver Ramos, and many others. 


We send greetings and acknowledge indebtedness to Mon. Julien Duclos, Les Ambassadeurs Deau- 
ville-Cannes-LaBaule, MM. Sayeg and Barlencourt, Cafe de Paris Monte Carlo, H. H. the Prince Regent 
Opera Municipal Monte Carlo, Chevalier Sartoria, the Negresco Nice, Casino Biarritz and Aix-le- 
Bains, Dir. Julius Marx, Scala Berlin, Dir. Gaston Duprez, Cirque d’Hiver Paris, 'Transvariety Agcy., 
H. Lartigue and C. C, Fisher, Paris, Mr. George Black and Val 
.. Lemarchand, Follies Bergere, Paris, A. Teichmuller, Coblenz-Nurnberg, Louis Wolheim, London, Mon. 
er Riboldi Excelsior Milano, Sig. Pecori Roma-Napeles, 


Congratulations to our Cousins the Gaudsmith and Rigoletto Bros: on their great success in Europe, 
We saw the route of Olympia Desvall for R-K-O. Mama mia!!! 


Personal Management of 


MILES INGALLS, 
JACK CURTIS OFFICE 


Prince Karageovitch, Princess 


Pierre 


the Duke 


Parnell, London, Mon. Louis 


Acts Out for “Whoopee” 


Loew’s will eliminate vaude from 
the State, New Orleans, week of 
Sept. 27, due to house playing 
U. A.’s “Whoopee.” he 

Loew says it has no intention of 
removing vaude from the other 
houses for “Whoopee” unless the 
picture plays to extraordinary biz 
in New Orleans, 


PERCENTAGE PLAYING © 
IF NAME BIG ENOUGH 


If R-K-O can get a name that 
means plenty at the box office’ it 
will play the act on @ percentage 
basis. This in’ spite of Hiram 
Brown’s ban on percentage booking, 
which was put into effect slightly 


over six months ago. 


R-K-O is agreeable to giving per- 
centage bookings to names holding 
as much value as the Marx Bros. 
or names of like value. Where the 
drawing power of a name is in 
doubt, R-K-O will refuse to play it 
on percentage. 


It is declared by R-K-O that 


‘right now they have ‘taken no steps 


to book anybody on percentage. 

A report to’ the effect that the 
Palace, New York, may be used to 
play names on percentage along 
with other R-K-O theatres was de- 
nied by Charlie Freeman. The Pal- 
ace is the one R-K-O theatre that 
will not split with an attraction, 


“Changes” Keeps On 


After giving notices to the mem- 
bers of the Fancho1. & Marco Idea, 
“Changes,” that the unit would dis- 
band after its Brooklyn date last 
week, the order was rescinded when 
the anticipated strike of the stage 
unions in Washington was tem- 
porarily held up. The unit went 
to Washington. 

If Washington keeps open an- 
other week and one of the F & M 
Ideas in Atlanta can move into that 
city, then “Changes” will continue 
to Atlanta. Otherwise it will close 
after the Washington engagement. 


2 AND 1-DAY STAND 

R-K-O, Rahway, N. J., will play 
vaude three days a week commenc- 
ing Sept. 26, 

It will play the same five act 
bill Friday and Saturday, but Sun- 
day a new batch of five acts will be 
booked in. 

This will give R-K-O its only two 
and one day stands in the east. 


Agent Goes Mgr. 
Los Angeles, Sept. 23. 
George Sackett, local manager of 
the Lyons & Lyons agency, has 
resigned. to become manager of 
Warners’ Fresno theatre. 


“Rehearsal” Car 


Given Show 
‘By Railroad 


Chicago, Sept. 23. 

Chicago, Milwaukee R. R. is 
nishing the Morris office with a pri- 
vate car to transport their 75-per. 
son show to the Corn Palace exposj- 
tion in Mitchell, S. D. 


Railroad is taking along a recrea- 
tion car from which all the seats 
have been removed. Chorus, black- 
outs and last minute. stuff will be 
rehearsed during the 28-hour trip, 


BACK 
IN THE FOLD 


OSCAR 
LORAINE 


The 
Violin 
“uttist 


NOW 


LOEW CiRCUIT 
IN NEW YORK 


Booked by 
LYONS & LYONS 


T 
BIGGER py 
a 
N 

FUNNIER 
E 
BETTER E 
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BOOKED 


HERE’S THE LOEW DOWN—MESSRS. J. H. LUBIN, LOUIS K. SIDNEY and MARVIN SCHENCK 


THE SEASON’S TWO. BIGGEST “SCOOPS” TO PLAY SIMULTANEOUSLY ON BROADWAY 


AL JOLSON 


AT THE CAPITOL, NEW YORK 


makTY COLLINS and PETERSON 


“YOU’RE A WISE GUY” 


NEXT WEEK (SEPT. 27), LOEW’S STATE, NEW YORK 
WE MAKE PERSONAL APPEARANCES 52 WEEKS IN THE YEAR 


Representatives: LYONS & LYONS 


Personal Management: 


SAM LYONS—MATTY ROSEN 


is 


MILTON BERL 


Assisted by DOROTHY LULL 
and THE 8 STOOGETTES 


HEADLINING R-K-O 


Los Angeles (Week of Sept. 18) 
Long Beach (Week of Sept. 27) 


DOROTHY LUL 


“CHASING THE BLUES” 


Thanks to 
SAMUEL BAERWITZ MILTON BERLE 


FEATURED IN 


(R-K-O TOUR) 
Thanks to 
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VARIETY 


—— 


WALTER DONALDSONS 
NEW SONGS 


Dhe #1 Song Hit of the Country 


LITTLE WHITE LIES 


sensational Song Hits from the kiddie Gntor picture 
Whoopee’ produced Ly Samuel Liegfelt: 


BABY JUST CARES FOR 


(LYRICS BY GUS KAHN) 


A wonderful Hertnony Song -A great Novelfy 


SWEET JENNIE LEE 


A novelty type of song -Lrteresting story ia the lyties 


MAN FROM CAROLINE 


A real Hot June -A real Dance Pune 


All pie bfessional material on hand at oll au” 


music PUBLIBGHERS — 1595 BROADWAY, NEW YORK 
BOSTON CHICAGO LOS ANGELES DETROIT 


Den tiaveling abroad -visit Francis, Day € Hunter; Ltd in London: 136 Charting (Yess Road Walter Donaldsan's Songs 


JS Albert 137 Kina St. Sidney, Australia. 


Francis Doy & Hunter S7Leprigerstr. Berin Germany Publications Francis Day 30 Rue De Lechiquier, Paris, France. 
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Wednesday, September 24, 1930 


After Coast-Southern 
Tieup for Publix Acts 


Los Angeles, Sept. 23. 


Dave Rubinoff opens here Thurs- 
day (25) for four weeks at Para- 
mount, two on the stage and two in 
the pit. 

Paramount units opening here 
only last four weeks, through Frisco, 
Portland and Seattle, although Har- 
ry Santley, booking the talent for 
William Morris, has propositioned 
Earl Saunders either to bring on the 
Publix unit acts from Dallas, where 


they close, or frim Denver, when 
only two acts cotitinue on for the 
southern time. 

In Denver, with two acts carrying 
on, it usually leaves one or two 
acts which can be brought on to 
the Coast. 

Dallas is now the ctoser, with At- 
lanta out, and the same rail fare 
would obtain if they jumped in from 
the Texas capital to L, A. 

Meantime Santley is shifting the 
m. c.’s about a bit. Ken Whitmer 
gets through in Frisco, which means 
Ted Leary will probably go in. 
Leary currently is filling in Port- 
land, subbing for Phil Lampkin. 
Latter is here on a visit, probably 
with marital intentions toward Babe 


(Margie) Kane, and supposedly set 
to get married this week. 

Jules Buffano is filling in as m. c. 
at the local Paramount with Leary 
away. 

General idea of local Publix pro- 
ducer, Harry Gourfain, is readapt- 
ing Standard Publix unit ideas, 
switching titles, and boiling down 
the routines. - 

Abe Lastfogel of Morris office, 
New York, due here Oct. 1 on su- 
pervising trip of West Coast Para- 
mount-Morris situation. 


ILL AND INJURED 


Gruhler (Fox), Portland, 
operated upon for appendi- 


Jess 
Ore., 


citis. 


the past ten months over there. 


STOP THE 


NOTICE TO MANAGERS, ARTISTS AND BOOKERS 


Anyone booking or playing an act using a LARGE BIRD CAGE 
is infringing on our own original idea, which we have been work- 
ing on for nearly two years and which we presented in November of 
1929, and produced officially by us before we sailed. It has come 
to our attention that another act has lifted this idea. We are taking 
this means of warning managers and bookers that we will prose- 
cute to the fullest extent of the law any infringement of same. 


We sailed last December for Europe, where we played this act for 
Returned from abroad September 
19, and open our tour over the R-K-O Circuit on September 24 with 
this new and original bird cage act, its lighting, scenery, music, 
costuming and effects. 


BROS. 


With SALLY JOY 


Direction MILES INGALLS, Jack Curtis Office 


Ensembles Moving 
Los Angeles, Sept. 23. 


Girl ensembles will move with the 
Publix units out of here, starting 
Oct. 2 when “Take It Easy” goes 
out for San Francisco, Seattle and 
Portland dates. 

Girly lines now are stationed per- 
manently in the four Publix coast 
theatres. Under the traveling ar- 
rangement for lines each unit will 
earry 16 girls. Line at the local 
Paramount will be augmented to 24 
or 32. 


Social Side 
(Continued from page 12) 


love can be answered intelligently 
by Sid Rechetnik and Shirley Pin- 
cus. Both nuts....Lew Warner, 
those who have heard him play will 


out of the old piano box. 


At Fox’s 


During the past five weeks 17 
Foxites ventured to tread upon the 
matrimonial trail....Visitors to the 
new Fox Film offices on 56th street 
are strong for the reception staff's 
courtesy—and the striking blue and 
gold uniforms....Spart calendar for 
the Fox A. C. fall and winter sea- 
son includes basketball, bowling, 
swimming, fencing and handball.... 
Tennis champ Walter Hicks was 
spotted out at Forest Hills a week 
ago last Saturday watching John 
Doeg win the national tennis crown, 
Just wanted to see if he had any- 
thing more to learn about that 
sport....Catherine Tierman, win- 
some Laboratory Foxite who won 
an electric radio and phonograph set 
at the Fox outing recently, says 
she’s going to take up flying next 
year in case there’s an airplane 
among the prizes—if she wins it 
again. 


gay, can sure knock some hot music |: 


R-K-O on Coast 


Los Angeles, Sept. 23, 

No drastic changes in operation 
or staff are proposed ag part of 
the move in which Cliff Work takes 
the R-K-O coast division manager. 
ship held so long by Frank Vincent, 

Orpheum remains in straight pic. 
tures and the Hill Street vaudfilms, 
A change later on, based on pres- 
ent operating opinion, may place 
the stage shows in the Orpheum. 


Film’s Cast on Air 


R-K-O broadcast this Friday (26) 
will be from the coast. It will 
consist of the entire cast of Radio’s 
recently completed picture, “Half 
Shot at Sunrise,” with Robert Wool- 
sey and Bert Wheeler. 

Program will consist of songs and 
music from the picture. 


TO SUBLEASE 
WM. MORRIS’ OFFICE 
AT 1560 B'WAY, NEW YORK 


For one and one-half years, com- 
mencing November 1. 


Rental $10,100 per annum 
No Reasonable Offer Refused 
Apply at WM. MORRIS’ OFFICE, 
B 


ryant 3650, or Walter Reade, 
1531 Broadway. Chickering 5800. 


PAUL SAVOY Presents 


“Whitey” Roberts 


To Fanchon & Marco 


We Take Pleasure 


Week Sept. 


LUBIN 


“ng 


ANDRE 


Want to Thank the R-K-O Circuit, the R-K-O 
Booking Head, R-K-O Bookers and Our Own 


Agent 
CHARLIE MORRISON 
LARRY PUCK 
for Their Kindness, Courtesy and Consideration 


Following Route: 


20—Madison and Chester 
27—Syracuse 


Oct. 4—Rochester 
 11—Cleveland 
“  18—Akron 
 25—Toledo 
Nov. 1—State-Lake, Chicago 
8—Minneapolis 
15—St. Paul 
 24—Winnipeg 
“ Dec. 6—Vancouver 
13—Seattle 
| 20—Portland 
 31—San Francisco 
* Jan. 7—Oakland 
15—Los Angeles 
23—Long Beach 
“Feb. 4—Salt Lake City 
* 13—Omaha 
21—Kansas City 
28—St. Louis 
Mar. 13—Oklahoma City 
20—Fort Worth 
 27—Dallas 
“ Apr. 3—San Antonio 
10—Houston 
* 17—New Orleans 
 27—Atlanta 
“May 4 —Birmingham 
14—Charlotte 


in Announcing the 


We Thank 


You 
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in Last 2 Weeks Morris in Chi 
Sold 11 Film Spots for Vaude 


: Chicago, Sept. 23 

Vaude is slowly reviving in the 
middle west. 

Within the past two weeks pic- 
ture houses have opened with from 
two to five acts booked by Billy 
Diamond of the William Morris 


office. 

“ gome of the spots are: Terre 
Haute, Ind.; La Crosse, Wis.; 
Menominee, Mich.; Freeport, II1.; 


Rockford, lll.; Portage, Wis.; Green 
Bay, Wis.; Iron Mountain, Mich.; 
Marquette, Mich.; Ironwood, Mich.; 
and Iron River Mich. 

In addition Diamond has about 


FRANK 


“It’s the Little Things 
That Count” 


Originators and Only 
Executors of the 


Miniature Stair Dance 
AS PRESENTED 


R-K-0 Palace, New York 


Week Sept. 13th 
(with TED HEALY) 


R-K-0 Hippodrome, New York 
Now (Sept. 20th) 


Miniature Stair Dance Idea filed 
with “VARIETY” and N. V. A. 
Protected Material Departments. 


Direction 


TONY FERRY 
Weedon & Schultz Office 


six Chi houses now on his book, and 
a prospect of 18 more outside towns 
within the next 10 days. 


At the same time Publix-B & K 
are playing with the flesh idea. No 
definite plans have as yet been an- 
nounced, although it is understood 
that several of the Publix houses, 
now straight pictures, will shortly 
go vaudefilm., 


Vaude in Fairs 

Throughout the middie west this 
season all fairs, offering vaude 
shows at night, before the grand- 
stand, did a terrific biz. In every 
ease the night attendance topped 
that of any other years. Fair mana- 
gers attribute the jump to the wish 
of the public to see vaude acts. 
Fairs, without vaude, without ex- 
ception, went deep into the red. 

One circus, Robbins Bros., now on 
its way to the coast is carrying a 


straight vaude sideshow and getting 


biz. The attendance at the big 
show proper has fallen away. The 
vaude idea on this outfit has only 
been operating a month, but in that 
time has carried the big show. 


LOEW PLAYING NAMES 
FOR WEEK ONLY INN. Y. 


Although ‘Loew’s will not book 
name attractions with its units, it 
will engage them for one or two 
weeks at its ace house, Capitol, 
New York. 

It commenced this policy with 
Stepin Fetchit, who was engaged 
for one week only at the Capitol, 
New York, where he was last week. 
He did not go out with a unit. Cliff 
Edwards, at that theatre this week, 
is given one more week at the State, 
Cleveland, with a picture featuring 
him there this week. Al Jolson, at 
the Capitol next week, is in for the 
one week only. He naturally is too 
heavy for the rest of the deluxers. 


Bert Adler and Jack Loeb of the 
Fanchon & Marco offices, leave this 
week for a tour of prospective F & 
M territory. 


For Willie and Eugene Howard 
Maddox and Clark 
Ross Wyse, Jr. 


WHY WORRY ABOUT 
COMEDY MATERIAL? 
LET US WORRY FOR YOU 


HARRY W. CONN 


AUTHOR 


and Many Others 


MURRY HART, Manager 


Room 418—160 West 46th Street, N. Y. C. 
PHONE BRYANT 2621 


Bobby (Uke) Henshaw 

Al and Fanny Stedman 

Billy Wayne and Co. 
Ryan Sisters 


INDIE VAUDE OFF 


Strike in Philly Causes Temporary 
Withdrawal 


In Philadelphia where stage shows 
are given in the indie Kesick, 
Towers and Frankford theatres, the 
strike has caused vaude to be tem- 
porarily sidetracked. 


All these houses will continue to 
run sound films until the strike has 
been settled. 


Chi Club Biz Adopis 
Vaude “Showing” Idea 
For Outlaw Chiseling 


Chicago, Sept. 23. 
Chicago Entertainment Managers 
Association, Inc., the club agents’ 
faction known as the Goss group, 
last week put into effect once more 
their exclusive contracts. Under the 
terms of the contract, acts working 
for any of the 14 agencies in the 
Goss faction cannot work any dates 

for agencies outside of the group. 


Indie agents meanwhile are con- 
tinuing along their own path, be- 
lieving that the whole matter will 
blow over. 


Entertainment Managers Associ- 
ation has, however, put into effect 
an idea in club booking that has 
long been sought, but which has 
never been instituted. The group 
agents are holding regular weekly 
showings for new club acts. The 
idea, copied directly from the vaude 
showings, gives the agents a 
chance to get a slant at new mate- 
rial. 


Cut Salary Angle 

This move minimizes to a great 
extent the practice of chiseling club 
agents who would get new acts to 
do showings at regular dates. The 
agents charged the club for the en- 
tertainment, and gave the acts lit- 
tle or nothing for their work. 

Showings are being held every 
Thursday afternon at the Morrison 
hotel ballroom. 


Broadway Flopping 


(Continued from page 1) 
Good Time Charlie lane they knew 
it used to be. 

That every key city of the coun- 
try is a metropolis to its section is 
an important but not the entire ex- 
planation for s0 many skipping 
New York. 

The mobs and the Yellow Peril 
have run Broadway ragged. 


Screen Girls’ §. A. 


(Continued from page 1) 


could ever get upon the stage, 
claims Carol. She can watch her- 
self, learn all about herself and cor- 
rect her mistakes. 

In fact, says Carol, screen ac- 
tresses can learn so much about 
themselves that they ought to be 
the most fascinating women in the 
world. It’s their own fault if they 
are not. 


Celebration Bills 


Louis K. Sidney is laying out a 
big show for the first anniversary 
of Loew’s Paradise, New York, 
week Oct. 4. Dave Schooler starts 
that week as m. c. stage band 
leader, remaining indef. 

A show of the same type, with 
additional acts added te the unit, 
will be booked into the State, Jer- 
scy City, week Oct 18. Also first 
anniversary. 


New Frisco R-K-0 Mer. 
Hollywood, Sept. 23. 
Ellis Levy has been appointed 
manager of the R-K-O office in San 
Francisco. 
He replaces Phil Frease, who re- 
signed. 


Dave Apoilon, back from his Eu- 
ropean trip, is due at the Palace, 
New York, Sept. 27. 


SHEA ADDING HOUSES; 
VAUDFILM IN B’KLYN 


Expansion of houses either to play 
vaudfilm or straight pictures by 
M. A. Shea received impetus when 
Shea leased the Folly, Brooklyn. He 
will start a five-act weekly split 
vaudfilm policy Oct. 4. 

Shea also has taken over the Gay- 
ety, Pittsburgh, the former Ccoium- 
bia burlesque house. Its owner, 
Richard Hyde Estaie, is expending 
$100,000 in putting it into shape for 
a reopening probably in early Oc- 
tober. 

Shea will play first run talkers 
in the Pittsburgh house. 

He recently took over a house in 
Marietta, O., and two in Cambridge, 
O., at present running sound. 

Dick Kearney is gen. mgr. of the 
Shea circuit, in the N. Y. office. 


Wish to Announce 
To the Professicnal World That 
I Have Broken In My Papa 


AL K. 


IN VAUDEVILLE 


. PAPA IS GOOD, TOO! 


NOW (WEEK SEPT. 20) 
HEADLINING 


LOEW’S STATE, NEW YORK 


With FRED DALE, BABE GAREN and ANN HEIM 


Thanks to MR. MARVIN SCHENCK 


HALL 


HALL 


Direction R-K-O 
CHAS H. ALLEN 
M. S. BENTHAM OFFICE 


STARTING NOV. 8th—BOOKED SOLID 


40 WEEKS FOR R-K-O 


Independent 


HERMAN CITRON 
JERRY CARGILL OFFICE 


to 


(America) 


(England ) 


JENIE JACOBS 


and 
HENRY SHEREK 


AFTER THREE YEARS IN ENGLAND 


MILLS BOBBIE 


“THE RARE PAIR” 


ROUTED BY R-K-O FOR 40 WEEKS 


FEATURED SINGER 


“NEW YORKER” IDEA 


LeROY PRINTZ and FANCHON and MARCO 


THANKS TO 


PANTAGES THEATRE 
HOLLYWOOD 


MURIEL STRYKER 


in “NEW YORK” Idea 


Thanks to FANCHON & MARCO 
LEROY PRINTZ 
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News From the Dailies 


This department contains rewritten theatrical news items as pub- 
lished during the week in the daily papers of New York, Chicago, 
San Francisco, Hollywood and London. [ 
for these news items; each has been rewritten from a daily paper. 


Variety takes no credit 


LONDON 


Reginald Fogwell, talker producer, 
has formed his own film unit. Wal- 
ter West, another of old brigade, 
announces intention of starting his 
own company. 


Many new ice rinks are to be 
opened in London this winter. 


J. C. Graham, while not denying 
‘Variety's’ story he has leased Brit- 
ish.and Dominion studios for Par- 
amount, denies the company will 
produce there. . 


New Whitehall theatre, designed 
by E. A. Stone, privately viewed 
recently prior to the transfer of 
“The Way to Treat a Woman” there, 
is rated as one of the finest theatres 
in the country. 


“Open Your Eyes,” show, revived 
after it flopped in'a previous ver- 
sion when touring the sticks, is cur- 
rent at the Piccadilly, three weeks 
announced and looking less on the 
first night. 


Stanley Arthur, who played in 
“Chu Chin Chow” during its very 
long run here, was drowned while 
bathing at Cardiff last -week: -He 
was touring in ““Rose-Marie.” 


Appointment of a bookseller as 
film critic to the British Broadcast- 
ing Corp. has caused squawks all 
round, particularly among the film 
desk men, who thought they would 
get the job. 


Fox Films probably changing its 

office here. Present premises in 

uers street regarded as inade- 
quate, 


NEW YORK 


Mike Landau, violinist and former 
leader of the orchestra at Oakland’s 
Terrace, who disappeared two weeks 
ago with the payroll of the boys in 
his band, returned Friday (19) with 
a.tale of having been kidnaped by 
two racketeers, who forced him to 
board a train and ride to Mexico. 
He stated that Sunday morning, 
Sept. 6, as he got his car out of his 
garage and started to drive to the 
Terrace with the payroll of his boys 
in his pocket, two men jumped on 
the running board, pulled guns and 
ordered him to drive to Penn sta- 
tion. 

Then they forced him to accom- 
pany them to Mexico, he said, under 
penalty of death. 

In Mexico he was confronted by 
the chief of the gang, who seemed 
well acquainted with New York's 
night life, and asked him about the 
income of Rudy Vallee and Will 
Osborn. Finally, he said, they 
turned him loose and he made his 
way to San Diego and he wired his 
wife for money. He declared he 
was carrying a $3,000 payroll at the 
time of the kidnaping and that the 
nappers took all but $25 from him. 


Arthur Hammerstein was served 
with a complaint of: assault made 
by his former dance director, Jack 
Haskell. He was held in $500 bail 
for trial in Special Sessions. 


Arrested for stealing a diamond 
ring in Passaic, N. J., Richard Annis 
Sadongy, Broadway chorus boy who 
turned bandit, was identified as a 
Brooklyn slayer, He admitted kill- 
ing one man and wounding another 
in a daylight shooting near Borough 
Hall Aug. 23. 

Sadongy was arrested for stealing 


a diamond ring worth $100 from his 
Passaic landlady, Mrs. Catherine 
Troast. He swallowed the ring 


when nabbed. 


Helen Kane will have one more 
hearing, Sept. 29, before Referee 
Peter J. Olney to ascertain whether 
she knew of the financial condition 
of the Bond Dress Co. when she 
caused $50,000 to be transferred 
from New York to Chicago, bought 
bonds and left them under an as- 
sumed name. Sybil Stone, secretary 
fos™Miss Kane, said she and Miss 
Kane did not know that the Bond 
Dress Co. had failed. She main- 
tained their reason for selecting an- 
other bank to leave the bonds in 
was because they didn’t think to 
ask if the Foreman State Bank, 
where they purchased the bonds, 
had safety deposit boxes. 


After six months of marriage Mrs. 
Leo Fitzgerald, wife of the agent, 
has filed action for a separation, 
asking $400 a week alimony and 
$10,000 counsel fees. 

The pair got into a row over Noel 
Francis, blonde picture actress, she 
said, and they separated immedi- 
ately after. She declared that after 
their quarrel in August over Miss 
Francis, Fitzgerald handed her a 


-» 


separation paper to sign, telling her 
he would give her $2,500 if she would 
waive her dower rights and. never 
molest him or intrude upon his pri- 
vate life. “Imagine,” she said. “And 
his income $50,000. to $75,000 a 
year!” 


Mrs. Alice S. Holthusen, non-pro, 
was refused an application, brought 
in Westbury that Harpo Marx be 
ousted from her husband’s cottage 
at Plandome, L. L, leased to Harpo 
until Oct. 1. The Holthusens are 
living apart. Early this summer 
Holthusen leased his cottage to 
Harpo. Mrs. Holthusen asserted 
that the property was 
equally in her husband and 
herself and she had not been con- 
sulted in its lease nor had she 
shared in its profit. Court ruled 
that Harpo be permitted to stay for 
the remainder of his lease. Harpo 
offered to let her share half of the 
cottage. 


League of New York Theatres 
presented charges to the State De- 


Mackey Theatre Ticket Service re- 
questing that the license of that 
agency be revoked. Charges involve 
the alieged sale of tickets for the 
Mansfield, a league house. . The 
agency is not accredited by the the- 
atre organization. 


Arthur Hammerstein was ordered 
held for trial on a charge of assault 
upon Jack Haskell, dance director., 
Haskell charged Hammerstein and 
Harold Rand, ‘chorus boy and 
brother of Sally Rand, had assaulted 
him in a dispute during rehearsals 
of “Luana.” Rand also has been 
held for trial. _ 

During the hearing last week 
Haskell testified he was shoved into 
a room adjoining Hammerstein's 
office which hejd “a nice little bar 
fully equipped with any kind of 
liquor.” 


Conrad Nagel appealed to the 
New York police for help in catch- 
ing a chap masquerading as his 
kid brother, a brother who never 
did exist. 


Art Landry, orchestra leader, and 
Ann Butler, yaude comedienne, 
agreed on a trial marriage. They 
will seek happiness together in 
Landry’s apartment at 30 West 9th 
street. If at the end of the year 
everything is satisfactory, there 
will be the usual marriage eere- 
mony. If they fail in their quest 
they will part friends. 


Sidney Solomon’s refusal to serve 
a distinguished Briton’s party of 
guests at the Central Park Casino 
is by way of becoming an inter- 
national affair. Solomon, who 
leases the Casino from the city, 
served one course to the party of 
10 and then noticed Joseph B. 
Whitehead, Coco-Cola millionaire, 
with Dale Bourn, British golfer, and 
refused to serve additional courses. 
Whitehead, answering a_ recent 
$500,000 breach of promise suit filed 
by Annette S. sracy, mentioned 
“S. S.” among the other initials of 
men he accused of having been fa- 
vored by the woman. Bourn was 
said to be seeking advice from the 
British Embassy in the way of re- 
dress, 


N. Y. Supreme Court denied an 
application of Hal Sherman’s for- 
mer wife, Georgia Sherman, who 
sought to have her former husband 
adjudged in contempt of court for 
failing to pay $1,225 back alimony. 
Denial of the motion followed the 
announcement of. Sherman’s attor- 
neys that they had paid over to 
her the sum in full. It represented 
back alimony at $75 weekly. Sher- 
man is suing his wife for divorce, 
but she filed a counter action seek- 
ing alimony and separation. Sher- 
man obtained a divorce from Mrs. 
Sherman, but the N. Y. Appellate 
Division, at the request of Attorney 
David Haar, set aside the decree on 
the ground Mrs. Sherman never 
had been legally served. 


Danny Ahearn, author of “How 
to Commit a Murder and Get Away 
With It,” started suit arainst Rudy 
Vallee for $50,000. He claims a cop 
was told by Vallee to beat him up 
when he was dining in the Villa 
Vallee June 14. Ahearn claimed the 
cop beat him up plenty. Only rea- 
son he is not suing the city, he 
said, was that the cop 
work” on him on orders from Val- 
lee. Whole argument arose, said 
Ahearn, when Vallee accused him of 
swinging votes in a recent contest 
from Vallee to Will Osborne, 


Max Hart, theatrical agent, filed 
suit for divorce in Reno, Nev., 
charging his wite, Madge Fox-Hart, 
has an obession for filing divorce 


vested |. 


partment at Albany against the]: 


“went tol] 


suits against him only to quit when 
|he appears to fight them. His wife 
is the former vaude actress. They 
‘were married in 1916, 


being ctoss and quarrelsome. Five 


Hart filed her first suit for divorce. 


tion was dropped, but Hart claims 
his wife has averaged almost a new 
suit each year since. Vaudevillians 
are conversant with the Hart's dif- 
ferences for many years. 


Gloria Grey, former show girl, now 
a manicurist in the Hotel Penn- 
sylvania, will shortly file suit for 
separation from her husband, Cap- 
tain Harry J. Wolcher, at present 
in Paris. Miss Grey at one time 
charged her husband with threat- 
ening to ruin her beauty with acid. 
At another time she alleged Wolcher 
had attempted to kidnap Gordon 
Grey Hope, seven-year-old son of a 
previous marital venture. 


the fiancee of John Hay Whitney, 
will be a bridesmaid to Mary Eliza- 
beth Altemus, society girl, at her 
wedding to the millionaire tomorrow 
(25) at Philadelphia. 
Miss Astaire, then appearing in 
London, laughed when questioned 
about a report she was to marry the 
heir of Payne Whitney, saying he’ 
“was such a baby.” 


Vera King, former show girl, ob-. 
tained a divorce from Morris T. 
‘Lederer, non-pro, and. $25,000 ali-. 
mony. When Prince Ali Ibrahim re- 
turns from Egypt in, January. she 
will become a princess, according to 


sailed for home. Miss King testi- 
fied that her husband, was sullen 
and morose and refused to talk to 
her.. The Lederers were married in 
June, 1924, 


After income tax inspectors prom- 
ised him’ trouble if: he failed to 
settle up an old debt, Lou Tellegen, 
in: “Love Technique,” at Jamaica 
last week, promised to pay install- 
ments on his $10,000 deficit. 


Rose Perfect,. prima donna, says 
she hadn't the faintest notion why 
her husband, Edmund A, Rieder, ran 
an advertisement in the newspapers 
he wouldn’t be responsible for her 
debts. Rieder, she said, has never 
given her over $5 in a lump sum in 
the. two years of th@ir married life. 
As for her bed and board at the 
Hotel Mayflower, that is on the cuff, 
as her husband is manager of the 
place, Miss Perfect stated. 


wife,” she declared, “because my 
overhead has been practically pin 
money. Since we've been married 
I've worked on the stage, where I 
draw a bigger salary than any hotel 
manager in the world.” 


“That ad was merely protection,” 
Rieder said. “You know how artists 
are. They have no idea of the value 
of money.” 


Tex Guinan returned to Broadway 
for the first time in 18 months at 
the Argonaut Club, 151 West 54th 
Street, last night (23). 


Jean Acker, first wife of Rudolph 
Valentino, returned from a vaca- 
tion on the Riviera and denied that 
she is suing William R. Delehanty, 
non-pro, the suit now pending in 
N. Y. Supreme Court. It was ex- 
plained to her suit was filed two 
months ago in her name claiming 
that in 1925 Delehanty made an 
agreement to pay her $18,400 a year 
for the rest of her life and that pay- 
ments had been stopped in October, 
1929. 


Miss Acker replied, “But I haven't 


any suit. I have never heard of 
Delehanty.” 


Undeterred by the fact that Rob- 
ert S. Conklin, Assistant State At- 
torney General, has questioned its 
status as a membership corpora- 
tion, the League of New York The- 
atres forwarded complaints to U. S. 
District Attorney Tuttle against the 
Adelphi Theatre Ticket Service and 
the Acme Theatre Ticket Office. 
Both agencies, which are alleged 
to have sold tickets to League the- 
atres at speculative prices, are 
charged with violating the federal 
rule providing the actual price for a 
ticket be stamped on it. 


Two actresses, Minnie Rayner and 
Kate Mayhew, are this week cele- 
brating the 50th and 72d anniver- 
saries, respectively, of their _ first 
appearance on the stage. Miss Ray- 
ner is now with “Symphony in Two 
Flats,” while Miss Mayhew is in 
‘“Uncle Vanya.” 


Orson Kilborn, business man, will 
‘Sail for France next week to get 
‘a final decree of divorce from Mrs. 
‘Cynthia Kellogg Kilborn, former 
‘musical comedy actress. The Kil- 
borns separated last. April and he 
went to Paris, secretly filing an ac- 
tion for divorce on the grounds of 
‘incompatibility. Before taking this 
step to sever the marital ties, Kil- 
b+ cn made a large financial settle- 


reports issued just before the Prince |. 


Mrs. Hart is’ also charged with} 
years after they were married, Mrs. | 


After a year of squabbling the ac- |) 


Adele Astaire, once supposed to be |' 


Back in 1926, | 


charging cruelty and listing ‘prop- 


“I’ve been a real bargain as a 


tthe Central 


nounced 
in October, 


‘fined 


‘ment to his wife, iucluding title to 
the co-operative apartment he 
‘owned and in whith 
'430 East 57th street.” 


ANGELES 


William Trumball, producer of 
“A Cup of Sugar,” at tha Vine 
iStreet theatre, was found incom- 
|petent to manage his business af- 
\fairs at @ hearing before Probate 
Judge A. Stevens. His wife, ap- 
pointed as guardian, testified he 
suffered a nervous breakdown and 
is confined in the government hos- 
pital at Sawtelle, 


Mrs. Josephine Park Tearle filed 
suit in Superior Court against Con- 
way Tearle for $3,100 back alimony. 
Two months ago Mrs. Tearle se- 
cured a judgment of $9,932 against 
Tearle in San Francisco. She was 
awarded alimony of $100 a week 
Sa a divorce in New York 
n 1928. 


H. P. -Patterson, former ‘music 
left a note for his landlady, hinting 
suitcide, and disappeared. 


Listing community property val- 
ued at $218,060,,Mrs. Lillian Schenck 
filed a cross-complaint. to the di- 
vorce action being brought against 
her by Harry Schenck, and asked 
for separate maintenance. Schenck 
recently filed’ suit for divorce, 


erty value at $33,800. 


his car hit a bump, and overturned. 


Fred Stemple, casting director at 
Casting Bureau and 
Jane . Arden, , picture ,actress,, an- 
they will be married late 


Gertrude Smith, radio singer, was 
$150 ‘on’ a liquor possession 


conviction |following a. raid on the 
Apex night club last Aug, 


Blaming her. husband, Luther 
Reed, director, for their marital 
troubles, Jocelyn Lee, actress, filed 
a cross-complaint to his suit. for 
divorce and asked for custody of 
their two children. She also asks 
$5,000 attorney fees. 


June Marlowe and her husband, 
Armour Marlowe, were sued ° for 
damages totaling $10,076 in two 
complaints filed by Harry Oviatt 
and Nellie McLaren. The damages 
are asked as a result of an auto- 
mobile. crash, 


Gladys George, legit, filed suit 
for divorce against Arthur Ben- 
jamin Erway, charging cruelty. 


Jessie _Estelle James,,. grand- 
daughter of Jesse James, lost her 
suit for $55,000 against Paramount 
and the estate of Fred Thompson. 
She charged them with failing to 
live up to a promise to give her a 
role in the picture of James’ life. 


Suit for $50,000 damages was 
filed against Edwina Booth by 
Susette Renaldo, charging her with 
stealing the affections of her hus- 
band, Renault Renaldo, while on 
location in Africa with Metro's 
“Trader Horn.” 


Ruth Baggot obtained a divorce 
from King 3aggot, director, on 
charges of habitual intemperance 
and desertion. She was granted $325 
weekly and one-half of all Baggot’s 
earnings over. $850 a week. 

Also $100 a month for support of 
their son. 


CHICAGO 


Laura La Plante, who came to 
‘town last week to prosecute a 
charge of robbery against two negro 
porters, from whom she recovered 
$7,000 worth of jewels, refused to 
press charges at the last minute, 
due to a note she received from the 
sister of one of the defendants, ask- 
ing for mercy. 

Charges were changed from rob- 
bery to petty larceny, and two boys 
were let off with a year's probation. 


Charles Kaley, former m. e. and 
picture performer and now on. an 
R-K-O route with Yale Collegians, 
got hauled to court from the Pal- 
ace last week for being $5,250 in 
arrears on alimony. He must pay 
this sum by Sept. 26. When Mrs. 
Alfeld Kaley secured her divorce 
in 1928, she got an alimony order 
for $75 weekly. 
testimony, Kaley is more than a 
year behind in payments. Under the 
order, Kaley can’t leave the state 
until he pays up. 


With a marathon dance contest 
going into the 2,406th hour, a couple 
of gunmen got the manager, George 
O'Hara, of the Pershing Ballroom, 
and the safe, and permanently bor- 
rowed $1,100. 


Capt. William Edward Foulkes 
has filed suit here for a share in the 
estate of Edward W. Morrison, late 
owner of the Hotel Morrison prop- 
erty. Capt. Foulkes claims he is an 
illegitimate son of Morrison, and 
demands $100,000, which is the sum 
Morrison willed to each of his rela- 


tives, 


they lived at 


transposer at United Artists studios, |) 


Al Ray, comedy director for Uni- |: 
‘versal, received a broken lég when 


According to her]. 


(Continued from page 12) 


had one picture left. Boys ret 
here in February, . — 


Charles Judels replaces Frank 
Davis as dialog director for 
“Temptations,” new stage revue 
which comes into the Mayan Sept, 
25. Opening was set back three 
days to give. the production a try~ 
out at San Diego. : 


Warren Jackson and Bobby Calla- 
han are out of F. & M.’s “New 
Yorkers” Idea after two weeks of a 
possible 40-week route, when the 
team demanded more money. 


Fox West Coast is trying to 
stimulate kid patronage at the 
neighborhood houses by staging 
Junior Premiers. Idea is to show 
‘shorts appealing to kids, with per- 
‘sonal appearances of youngsters 
‘who work in the shorts, ; 


Report that Charles Buckley, 
legal counsel for Fox West Coast, 
will accompany Herschel Stuart, to 
‘Australia as the latter’s legal ad- 
‘visor still isn’t verified at this end, 
Stuart is listed as going to the An- 
tipodes to operate the Hoyt circuit 
of theatres there for Fox, but tha 
is not positive either. i 


Lester Cowan, manager of the 
Academy's technical school, is in 
the east contracting technical or- 
ganizations and institutes. is 


Rex Bell is free lancing, follow- 
ing a letout by Fox where he. had 
been: under contract for three years 
as a juve. 


Cliff ‘Work took over the duties 


of Frank Vincent, out as division 
manager of R-K-O, Monday (22). 


Jack Warner is scheduled to re- 
turn to New York next. month to 
oversee Warner's legit ventures, 


Memorial meeting to allow the 
profession and public to honor Mil- 
ton Sills, scheduled for tomorrow 
(24), at All Soul's Church, is the 
first of its kind ever held on the 
coast. 

Meeting has been arranged by the 
Academy of Motion Picture Arts 
and Sciences, of which Sills was an 
organizer, 

Nearest to it was the meeting 
held at the Hippodrome in New 
York for Lillian Russell, and on the 
Metro lot here for Marcus Loew. 
Conrad Nagel cut short his east- 
ern trip and flew back here to di- 
rect the services. 


Bella Cohen, whose husband, Som 
Spewack, is writing at Paramount, 
is set for a term writing contract 
at Fox, 


Fox is making retakes on “Men 
on Call,” coast guard story, aboard 
the 8S. S. Metka Nelson at San 
Pedro, 


Betty Bronson will play the lead 
in a legit revival of “Little Orchid 
Annie,” opening in San Francisco, 
Sept. 28. Two weeks there, then 
here at the Hollywood Playhouse. ' 


Par has loaned Oliver H. P. Gare 
rett Warners, where he will write 
an air picture which William Well- 
man will direct. 


Virginia Bruce and Claire Dodd, 
who have been in pictures, left here 
to join Ziegfeld’s ‘‘Smiles.” 


Avrid Gilstrom is megging & 
Chester Conklin short for Phil 
Ryan. Borrowed from Christie. 


Claiming she was kicked and 
cuffed by Leon Kutner, credit man- 
ager of the Roosevelt hotel, Helen 
F. Caler has sued the hostelry for 
$100,000. 


Helen Tweivetrees was loaned by 
Pathe for the femme lead in ‘“Mil- 
lie,” being produced by Charles 
Rogers for Radio. John Francis 
Dillon from First National will di- 
rect. 


William Hulbert has drawn &@ 
term writing contract at Universal. 


Newsboy who tipped off Ben 
Lyon that a nertsy gun toter was 
out to get him, was given $50 by the 
actor and a promise of $30 a week 
until he gets through college. 


- Lewis Ayres will have the juve 
lead in Universal's picture version 
of “Dracula.” 


Chinese theatre cariacature cur- 
tain, containing 93 heads of film 
notables, will be sprung initially at 
the opening of “Big Trail,” Oct 2. 
There’s a tie-up with a local daily, 
offering a prize to the patron iden- 
'tifying the most heads. 


Tiffany’s “Third Alarm” has been 
set back two weeks because of in- 
juries to Anita Louise, femme lead, 
resulting from explosion of a smoke 
pot. Georgie Billings, juve, also 
slightly burned. 


“Resurrection” went into produc- 
tion Monday (22) at Universal with 
Edwin Carewe, who made the same 
picture silent, megging. Nance 
O’Neil is the newest addition to the 
cast. John Boles and Lupe Velez 
have the leads, 
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BURLESQUE 


VARIETY 


| Burlesque—Ob ject to Doubling 


Barly season predictions the at- 
tempted doubling of vaude acts in 
Mutual wheel burlesque shows this 
season wouldn’t jell seems to have 
called the turn. Twelve of the 40 


acts engaged for the wheel shows 
have already vamped, to return to 
yaude. Others may follow, 

The acts when inducted into bur- 
Jesque were not aware of the 
doubling angle, but figured they 
were merely in to spot their 
turns in the two sections of the 
show. When in, they found plenty 
of additional work saddled upon 
them. It caused much dissatisfac- 
tion from both sides, with the wheel 
convinced that lack of knowledge of 
burlesque audiences was a handicap 
to both the performers and the 
shows. 
|The. vaude acts are in the Mutual 
shows on a six. weeks’ minimum 
guarantee secured through the Mor- 
ris agency, and can be dropped any 
time after that’ period. The acts 
that have gone out were not 
dropped, but requested cancellations 
and left by consent. 

‘ The dropping of the acts from the 

wheel shows if general after those 
remaining have played the mini- 
mum term, is figured to provide 
employment for 100 burlesque per- 
formers now laying around New 
York. 

Of the various varieties of vaude 
acts booked in the shows, acrobatic 
acts have gone best in the wheel 
houses. 


WHEEL BOOMS COMICS, 
DITCH SPICE TITLES 


Mutual is retitling several of its 
wheel shows with the idea of the 
change being to play up “names” 
instead of the show titles. 

“Aces Back te Back” has been 
retitled Harry Steppe’s Big Show; 
“The Flying Dutchman,” with Slid- 
ifg Billy Watson has been retitled 
Billy Watson’s Own Show with 
Frank X. Silk also billed over title 
as Frank X. Silk’s Silk Stocking 
Revue. 

‘With the withdrawal of Johnny 
Barry from Mutual wheel a couple 
of weeks ago the trio mentioned are 
figured the best draw names in the 
comic division left in burlesque. 


Havinarket Walks Out 
Of Mutual in Peeve 


: Chicago, Sept. 23. 

Haymarket, west side burlesque 
spot, has quit the Mutual wheel here 
and opens with stock on Sept. 27. 
House threatened to blow for some 
time because of the discontent in 
following the Rialto, loop spot. 
‘Warren Irons of the Haymarket 
traveled to New York a couple of 
weeks ago to squawk to Tf. H. Herk, 
but the Mutual head applied the oil, 
cooling off Irons temporarily. 

‘There is a possibility that Herk 
will take another house on the west 
side as a competitive move against 
Irons, although it is the belief of 
burlesque men here that the town 
cannot support three weeks of wheel 
burlesque. Every time the move was 
tried in the past it flopped. Some 
years ago the Rialto, Star and Gar- 
ter and Diversey used the same 
show on a rotating basis and the 
idea died in short order. 

With the Haymarket out, the 
shows will come into the southside 
Empress for a full show on two-a- 
day basis, then move up to the loop 
Rialto, where only a half-show will 
be presented. 


Wheel Girls Complain 


Burlesque choristers are squawk- 
ing on extra shows without pay all 
along the line of Mutual Wheel this 
£€ason. 

Chorister’s salary this year is $5 
under last season and practically 
all houses play Sunday grinds in 
addition to 13 other performances 
& week, including midnight show 


for which girls get nothing extra. 
There have been many dropouts in 
the brigade ranks. 

It is possible the Wheel may £0 
to 16 choristers instead of 20 as now 
and restore the $30 weekly salary. 


PAT BRENNAN GUILTY © 
ON INDECENCY CHARGE 


New Orleans, Sept. 23. 

B. F. (Pat) Brennan, manager of 
the Dauphine during its stock bur- 
lesque regime last winter was con- 
victed in Judge Echezebal’s court 
here of operating an indecent show. 
Charges Were filed last: March with 
the case just coming to trial. 

Sentence is to be imposed. 

Brennan is quite well known to 
many vaudevillians. He operated a 
small time agency here for years 
and is now the proprietor of two 
dance places on Canal street. In 
his defense he told the court he was 
only the advertising manager at the 
Dauphine and was not responsible 


for the show, but Judge Echezebal 
ruled otherwise. 


TWO MUTUAL STANDS 
OUT; ONE SHOW MAY GO 


With the dropping of the Plaza 
theatre, Worcester, Mass., Saturday 
(20) the Mutual shows will lay off 
a week between Boston and Provi- 
dence. The Mutuals had been going 
into Worcester from the Hub, 

Biz has not been encouraging in 
Worcester from the start and con- 
tinued heat had such an influence 
that the Mutual office decided to 
eliminate the stand. 

Another Mutual stand, the Hay- 
market in Chicago, will be dropped 
next Saturday (27). Biz there has 
been bad. Warren Irons, operating 
the house, talks of stock burlesque. 

For the present the shows due at 
the Haymarket will lay off with the 
probability that one of the Mutuals 
will be disbanded 


New Haven, Conn., Sept. 23. 
Although Mutual burlesque has 
been cold locally since it .flopped 
here two years ago, local Fox-Bijou 
sells several hundred tickets’ per 
week to New Haveners for the 
Lyric, Mutual house in Bridgeport. 


Cook’s Brooklyn Stock 


Stock burlesque goes in next 
week (29) at. the Grand, Brooklyn, 
supplanting current vaudfilm pol- 
icy, with Phil Cook operating. 

Company will include Harry Carl- 
son, Mae Schepps, Evelyn De Vere, 
Mazie Ward, Ella Donovan, Mildred 
Moore, Frank Harrington, Carl 
(Slim) Kuhlman, Arthur Weston, 
Tommy Moore and Frank Jones, 


Burlesque Engagements 


Joe Hill, Lew Harris, Billy (Boob) 
Reid, engaged for Gayety, Scranton, 
stock, via Ike Weber, opening 
Sept. 29. 


MONTREAL TAKINGS UP 
Montreal, Sept. 23. 

Burlesque has come back to this 
town. In the red most of last sea- 
son, it started this year with $6,500 
first week, held at around same fig- 
ure for second week and last week 
(15) was tilted to $8,000 on “Legs 

and Laughter.” 
Tommy Conway, 


manager. 


Burlesque-Adv. Fights 
Toledo, Sept. 23. 


Empire (Mutual burlesque) has 
jerked all local newspaper advertis— 
ing. Block newspapers (“Blade” and 
“Times”’) have removed all notice of 
Mutual house from theatre pages, 


even in “show guide.” 


Nutmeg Flop 
Waterbury, Conn., Sept. 23. 
Burlesque stock at Jacques the- 
atre opened in one and closed in the 
alley. Company managed to hold 
on for five days, then disappeared. 


Candy Prizes Banned 
Cincinnati, Sept. 23. 
City authorities have halted sale 
of prize candy packages at Em- 
press,, Mutual house. 


FRIVOLITIES 


(Mutual) 
Carbon copy burlesque, mounted 


jand staged a little more lavishly |. 


ithan the average wheel show with 
the two vaude acts, Toma Genaro, 
acrobatic dancer, and Lew Fink, 
eccentric hoofer, standing out in 
‘their specialties. Comedy skits in 
this one caught at the Apollo in 
Harlem are mainly the same as 
‘those used in several other Mutual 
‘shows, the only change being in 
title listed on the program. 


Programs don’t mean a thing in 
burlesque, the house sheet here this 
week listing such personalities as 
“the dynamic streak, Mary Glea- 
son,” “the sylphlike danseuse, Pearl- 
ina,” and “our own little proteges, 
Dot and Agnes McCann,” with none 
possibly standing a chance of iden- 
tification. The house boards listed 
one girl as “La Sweet.” Whether 
“La Sweet” was “Pearlina” or vice 
versa or just the girl who tossed 
her torso around with a little more 
vigor than the rest in a “rumba” 
number, is anybody’s guess. List- 
ing Billy Holmes, the juvenile, as 
Miss Holmes, is another handicap 
that’s hard to get around. 


Maybe jazzing programs is a bit 
of subtlety by the Mutual wheel. 

There’s little else in the show 
that’s left to the imagination. 
Everybody knows that the average 
show will have a “Hello, People, 
Hello” opening and a negligee pa- 
rade somewhere near the end of the 
first half. 


Violet Buckley and Betty Joyce 
have the strip assignment, both 
showing plenty and grinding five or 
six encores on each appearance, 
with the help of a very forte pit 
crew. A movement of the hand in 
the direction of a hook and eye or 
a brassiere bow, following a walk 
across the apron, set the boys in 
action demanding more, making this 
a push-over audience for the teaser 
specialists. 

Charles Smith, lead comic, gets 
some laughs, aping the voice and 
mannerisms of, Bobby Clark. The 
blackouts, like others in burlesque, 
all die at the finish, the boys throw- 
ing in any line to get them off. 
George Shelton, second comic, is 
opposite Smith, with Murray Leon- 
ard doing straight in fair style. 

House chorus of 30 work hard in 
several numbers that show some 
attempt at production. A rose gar- 
den ensemble and gypsy setting are 
particularly colorful. 

Biz at the Apollo Monday night 
close to capacity downstairs, the 
mob evidently going for that “Paris 
in Harlem” house slogan. 


GOTHAM STOCK 


(125th $§t.) 


This house, dark for the past six 
months on. East 125th street, has 
been re-opened with stock burlesque 
by Solly Shaw and Sam Kraus, with 
Hughie Mack as producer. 

First show is along routine lines. 
It holds a few high spots and the 
customers seemed well satisfied Fri- 
day night. 

Situated in a neighborhood with 
an Italian population, Mack has 
chosen his comedy scenes with care 
and gives them nothing beyond the 
comprehension of the section. 
Everything considered, the show 
rates on a par with most wheel 
troupes. 

On the fem end is Margie Penetti, 
brunet soub of apparent Italian ex- 
traction. She got laughs from the 
99% stag audience by occasional 
burst of spicy dialog in her native 
tongue. Miss Penetti, with plenty 
of experience behind her, was a 
favorite here in former years. She 
vocalizes in a pleasing manner ‘‘O 
Sole Mio,” and does a corking imi- 
tation of Chevalier singing “You 
Brought a New Kind of Love.” 

Hattie Beal, Dora Davis, Edna 
Robey, Marie Tomlinson and Betty 
McAllister lead numbers and do 
teaser stuff in a modified manner, 
the rough stuff formerly in vogue 
at this house being considerably 
toned down. 

Hip tossers at the Gotham once 
worked with the throttle wide open, 
but the new management claims it 
is trying to live down that rep. No 
programs and no chance to identify 
individuals, but several of the girls 
have better than average voices. At 
least two pack plenty of avoirdu- 
pois and might better lay off the 
fleshy display, unless of course 
they know that’s what their public 
wants. 

Harry Stratton, Hebe comic; Sam 
Lewis, eccentric; and Micky Mark- 
wood, tramp, work easily in the 
comic skits. All out from the old 
hokum bucket, with Hughie Mack 
doing ‘straight nicely. Charles Har- 
ris, juve, sends over pop songs in ac- 
ceptable style. Ensemble numbers, 
with a well trained, youthful looking 
chorus of 20 girls, stand out promi- 
nently, backing up the fem princi- 
pals at all times. 


Mutual Wheel 


(Weeks of Sept. 20 and 27) 

Arlington’s Revue—20, L. O.; 27, Lyceum, 
Columbus. 

BareFacts—20, Lyceum, Columbus; 27, 
Lyric, Dayton. 

Broadway Scandals—20, Lyric, 
27. Empress, Cincinnati. 

Dimpled Derlings—20, 
27, Orpheum, Patergon, 


Dayton; 


Empire, Newark; 


Franklin Leaves Fox 


(Continued from page 4) 

in the Fox W. C. operation, That 
Clarke delegated a New York man 
to immediately replace Franklin in- 
dicated along Broadway Clarke is 
seeking to avoid any factional ap- 
pointment. For the same reason 
he might have overlooked Joe Leo, 
still on the Fox pay roll at $1,250 
weekly and former theatre operator 
for Fox in the east. : 


It is said there will likely not be 
another president in the Fox or- 
ganization, other than Clarke, pre- 
sumed to infer Clarke will succeed 
Franklin as president of Fox W:! C. 


One story is that the question of 
authority arose between the two 
presidents. Under his contract with 
Fox W. C., Franklin was absolute 
in direction, subject only te the ap- 
proval on matters of expansion of 
the W. Cc. chain to the action of 
the W. C. board of directors. Latter 
is composed of W. C. executives, 
under the president. Franklin is re- 
ported to have insisted the terms of 
his agreement be observed. This 
would have precluded any instruc- 
tions to him from the eastern Fox 
office. 

If Schenck 


A surmise by showmen is that 
Clarke looks forward to Nick 
Schenck stepping into the head of 
the Fox organization, with Clarke 
voluntarily retiring from the presi- 
dency if that may be accomplished. 
With Schenck at the head the east- 
ern Fox theatre, operation might 
automatically. adjust itself, with 
Arthur at that time free to be re- 
assigned to the West Coast. 

To bring Schenck to the fore- 
front of Fox, the contemplated 
merger of Fox and Loew is required. 
That appears to be slowly moving 
forward, although doubt seems to 
exist in well informed circles as to 
its completion in the near future. 


Profit Maker 


Fox West Coast is said to be the 
only part of the Fox theatre end 
now turning in a profit. Up to 
Sept. 1, the net for West Coast for 
the first eight months of 1930 was 
$3,700,000. Franklin assumed 
charge of the West Coast Circuit in 
1927. The year previously to his 
direction, West Coast had earned a 
net of $167,000, looked upon by the 
New York bankers interested as 
equivalent. ‘to.a loss. 

Franklin’s contract with West 
Coast called for an annual salary of 
$65,000,and 10% of the net profit. 
His earnings or salary under the 
W. C. contract for 1929 were $350,- 


000. The settlement figure of $500,- 
000 received by Franklin for his 


unexpired Fox term is said to have 
been based upon the 1929 salary. 


Dixon’se Big Revue—20, Grand, Hartford; 
27, Lyric, Bridgeport. 


Fine Feathers — 20, Irving Place, New 
York; 27, Howard, Boston. 
Flapper Follies—20, Gayety, Baltimore; 
27, Gayety, Washington. 


Flying Dutchman—20, State, Springfield; 
27, Grand, Hartford. 


Foolin’ Around—20, Gayety, Detroit; 27, 
Empire, Toledo. 

Frivolities—20, H. & S. (Apollo, New 
York; 27, Fox's Jamaica, New York. 

Get Hot—20, Lyric, Bridgeport; 27, 


H. & S. Apollo, New York. 
Girls from the Follies—20, Fox's Jamaica, 
New York: 27, American, New York. 


Girls in Blue—20, American, New York; 
27, Star, Brooklyn. 

Hi Ho Everybody—20, Plaza, Worcester; 
27, Modern, Providence, 

Jazz Babies—20, Garrick, St. Lou's; 27, 
Empress, Kansas City. 

Kuddling Kuties—20, Academy, Pit's- 
burgh; 27, L. QO. 

Lafiin’ Thru—20, L. O.; 27, Gayety, Mil- 
waukee, 

Legs and Laughter—20, Gayety, Boston; 
27, State, Springfield. 


Let's Go—20, 
bia, Cleveland. 
Nite Life in Paris—20, 
o, Chicago. 
1930—20 Trocadero 
, Allentown; 


Empire, Toledo; 27, Colum- 
Empress, Chicago; 


Phila- 
1-3, Or- 


I velties of 
delphia; 27-30, 
pheum, Reading. 

Oriental Girls—20, 
Empire, Newark. 

Peek-a-Boo—20, Hudson, Schenectady; 27, 
Gayety, Montreal. 

Pleasure Seekers—20, Mutual, 
olis; 27, Garrick, St. Louis. 
Powder Puff Revue—20, 

falo; 27, Hudson, Schenectady. 

Radium Queens—20, Haymarket, Chicago; 
27, Gayety, Detroit. 

Silk Stocking Revue—20, Hudson, 
City; 27, Trocadero, Philadelphia. 

Speed Girls—20, Orpheum, Paterson; 
Hudson, Union City, N. J. 

Speed and Sparkle—20, Modern, Provi- 
dence; 27, Gayety, Brooklyn. 

Step Lively Girls—20, Gayety, Milwaukee; 
7, Empress, Chicago. 

Step On It-—20, Gayety, Washington; 27, 
Academy, Pittsburgh. 

Steppe’s Big Show—20-22, Lyric, 
town; 23-25, Orpheum, Reading; 27, 
ety, Baltimore. 

Sugar Babies—20, 
Plaza, Worcester. 

Take a Chance-—-920, 
Haymarket, Chicago, 

Tempters—20, Empress, 
Mutual, Indianapolis. 

Twentieth Century Girls--20, Star, Brook- 


Gayety, Brooklyn; 
Indianap- 
Academy, Buf- 
Union 


27, 


Allen- 
Gay- 
Howard, Boston; - 27, 
Rialto, Chicago; 27, 


Cincinnati; 27, 


Iyn: 27, Irving Flace, New York. 
Whoopee Girls—20, Gayety, Montreal; 27, 
Gayety, Boston. 
Wine, Woman and Song--20, Empress, 
Kansas City; 27, L. QO 


It included also West Coast's net 
for the first eight months of this 
year. 


Upon Franklin becoming the head 
of West Coast in a deal through 
Hayden, Stone and Company, New 
York bankers, before William Fox 
bought that circuit, Franklin re- 
ceived an option on 20,000 West 
Coast stock shares. When Fox 
made his purchase of the chain, 
Franklin sold his optional stock at 
a profit of about $600,000. With his 
annual large salary since, W. C. 
having netted $2,000,000 in Frank- 
lin’s first year and nearly $5,0006,- 
000 the second year, Franklin is 
now estimated, with his latest 
chunk in the settlement, to be 
worth between $1,500,000 and $2,- 
000,000, all made by him as a the- 
atre operator within three years. 


Big Salaries 

It has heen said that the size 
of Franklin’s salary yearly with 
Fox as well as other salaries in the 
show business rather surprised the 
Clarke crowd who came in from 
more commercilized: big business, 
Salaries in the show businéss have 
been a matter of surprise to 
bankers also who became inter- 
ested in the theatre. Another mat- 
ter that excites the curiosity ap- 
parently of men from the. outside 
entering the show business is the 
comparatively few men for the big- 
gest show business jobs, east or 
west. 


Before joining West Coast Frank- 
lin was theatre operator for Para- 
mount, starting that hugh chain 
now known as Publix, 


Franklin reached New York the 
middle of last week, immediately 
conferring with Clarke. It 
for the first two days like peat, 
then something happened and the 
settlement followed. Friends of 
both Clarke and Franklin had ad- 
vised each not to go upstage with 
the other, for the mutual benefit of 


both. That good advice was not 
heeded, 
Coast Situation Now 
Yesterday (23) the theatre men 


along Broadway buzzed over the 
unlooked for culmination of the 
Franklin-Clarke controversy. Im- 
mediately a rumor that had been 
silenced was revived that with the 
termination of negotiations for the 
passing of Paramount’s theatres on 
the coast to another chain, Para- 
mount will become more active in 
that territory, especially without the 
Franklin theatre operation to buck. 


The rumor is that Paramount may 


divide its Publix chain, east and 
west, starting the western end 
either at Chicago or Denver. Par- 


amount is not so strong in theatres 
west as elsewhere on the map. To 
what extent the Franklin splitaway 
from Fox might influence this move 
if it occurs, or whether Franklin 
would become a co-operator of Pub- 
lix houses with Sam Katz, Franklin 
to take the western division, is 
merely a part of the rumor. 

Another angle to the coast the- 
atre situation is what attitude R- 
K-O will assume with Franklin out. 
With the present situation R- 
K-O may either start an expan- 
sion movement or revise policy in 
several of its far western houses, 
The same revision of house policy 
is possible with Paramount as it is 
with Warners in their coast opera- 
tions, 

Indie theatre managers west of 
Denver are now apt to receive at- 
tention from Fox's opposing chains 
or others, 

Eastern showmen say the next 
Fox W. C. operator may fall more 
under the domination of the Fox 
coast studios than Franklin did, 
Franklin, resting upon the full pow- 
ers of his contract to operate Fox 
W. C., entered into before Fox 
made its purchase of that chain, 
played pictures and directed poli 
cies untramme}led, 


Par Deal Cold 


With the departure of Franklin 
from Fox goes his pet scheme to 
eliminate Pacific Coast chain op- 
position to Fox, through deals with 
Paramount and Warners. It was 
the Franklin- Paramount deal which 
started the friction between the 
two Fox presidents. 

The Franklin idea, which never 
got beyond the conversational point 
in either office, was to lease the 
Paramount theatres on the coast. 
Some wef his associates and Clarke 
did not approve of the move, this 
leading to letter writing between 


Clarke and Franklin. 
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HOUSE REVIEWS 


Wednesday, September 24, 1930 


- 


IMPERIAL, TORONTO 


Toronto, Sept. 17. 

Shift in the Publix-Famous Play- 
ers main stem line up here puts the 
Uptown, a 3,000-seater, on a split 
grind without a band and transfers 
first string releases and stage show 
a mile downtown to the Imperial, 
former Pantages vaud and picture 
spot. 

House is largest in Canada, seat- 
ing 3,400. New cooling, lighting, 
decoration and sound put in, with 
largest sign on Yonge street. Jack 
Arthur is gen. mgr. in charge stage 
productions, while Tom Daley, who 
lifted the Tivoli from the red, is in 
charge of the house, and Horace 
Lapp on the 30-piece band, 


Relighted marquee of big help to 
nearby merchants, but Loew’s suf- 
fers because of morning 25c top, 
which includes full stage show. 
Prices are 25e to one o'clock, 50c to 
7.30 and 75c afterwards, with four 
stage shows and five runs of pic- 
tures. Minimum of five acts booked 
in Toronto to play this city, Ottawa 
and Montreal, with holdovers pos- 
sible. Screen has been enlarged and 
everything given a play except the 
organ. Policy resembles the Par- 
amount’s on Broadway and in 
Brooklyn. 


Opens with Lapp putting the or- 
chestra through a medley of blues. 
Does a good job. Specialists in the 
band get a break. Lapp, who broke 
in as stage pianist, with Jack Ar- 
thur a bit nervous, probably because 
of that collar, 


Arthur’s first unit, “The Garden 
Party,” smartly lighted and staged, 
with Al Mitchell as m. c. and Rita 
Nuttal, local, trying to handle the 
songs. House is too big for her 
voice. Mitchell and Miss Nuttal 
combine on a couple of pops before 
the Stanley Brothers put on some 
eccentric hoofing. Boys have some 
original material, but much of it 
handled in the Olsen and Johnson 
manner. This particularly hits a 
drunk bit that was liked. 

Ray Hughes and Pam do some 
jogs and crack a few nifties. Billed 
as from Carroll's “Vanities,” the 
pair kept carefully away from off- 
color stuff. Hughes clicked in his 
[mat tricks, but the mind-reading bit 
was cold. Johnny Perkins, 300 
pounds of waist line, did a short 
monolog and a new type mammy 
song, with plenty hokum. Had some 
of the femmes enjoying a nice cry 
on the dear old mother’s advice 
stuff. If the big fellow tries as hard 
every week he'll probably lose 100 
pounds or so. He and the m. c. in 
on a neat blackout. 

Garden party scene a bit crowded 
with the Imperialettes, coming on 
dressed as different flowers, while 
band gives appropriate music. For 
instance, “Roses of Picardy” for 
the roses, etc. Big back-stage bas- 
ket of flowers comes to life and 
lighted for the close. Just a dozen 
girls in the Imperialettes, but six 
more non-hoofers are on deck as 
show material. Only principals will 
tour, with dancing teams recruited 
in each town. Perkins clicked, and 
likely to hold over, but Mitzi Green, 
the kid mimic of the screen, due to 
headline next week. 

Current show good at the price, 
but no better than Jack Arthur gave 
at the Uptown when he could loosen 
up the cash bag. Everything billed 
as “Jack Arthur presents,” not so 
good for Daley, who built up a per- 
sonal following at the Tivoli. 

“Let’s Go Native” (Par) featured, 
with a short and Par news, which is 
run without a Canadian shot. Gov- 
ernment recently put a quota on 

news stuff, and Par moved in a 
sound truck to meet it, but no action 
yet. May be following English plan 
of paying for local stuff, but not 
using it. 

Biz excellent. 


WILSHIRE, L. A. 


(New) 
Beverly Hills, Sept. 19. 
New Fox Wilshire, a nifty neigh- 
borhooder in Beverly Hills, strictly 
for local patronage, is the Fox West 


Sinclair. 


Coast’s latest, right on Wilshire 
boulevard at Hamilton drive. Cost- 
ing between $250,000 and $300,000, 
the $1,000,000 ballyhoo is amply 
gotten away with because that 
ultra-modernistic stuff is a great 
flash, but doesn’t take as many 


pennies as it looks. 

Straight picture house policy; no 
presentations, Leon Errol and Will 
Rogers were scheduled to m.c, the 
inaugural festivities, but otherwise 
the house opened in regulation 
manner, with program comprising, 
in order named: Fox Movietone 
@&ews, a corking Columbia novelty 
animated cartoonic, “Ham Burger 
and His Horse Radish” (introducing 
some new animated characters plus 
an effective Multicolor effect); a 
Robert C. Bruce-Paramount scenic, 
“Many Moons,” and the feature, also 
Paramount’s, the Marxes in “Ani- 
mal Crackers.” 

House has a flock of Paramounts 
and Metros to follow on its split- 
week change -policy, probably a 
rather curious idea for a Fox chain 
theatre, at least from the Fox studio 
end, but otherwise plenty smart 
from the theatre operating end. The 
only thing Fox-y which the souvenir 
program heralds is “The Big Trail” 
for the Chinese on Oct. 2. 

Harold B. Franklin is credited 
for the modernistic interior scheme 


of things. It is all tasteful and eye- 
filling, forceful without being tov 
flashy. 

Personnel is femme downstairs; 
males in the upper shelf. Usherettes 
are not in uniforms, but wear full 
satin skirts and blouses, a _ nifty 
ensemble, especially with the nice 
bunch of girls on the staff. 

Capacity, 2,300; 65c. top. Marvin 
C. Park, manager; Jack Hare, as- 
sistant; Tom Sanson, publicity and 
advertising. Abel. 


SAPITOL, NEW YORK 


New York, Sept. 19. 

All-comedy bill, stage and screen, 
and a good one. Picture, “Dough 
Boys” (Metro), is all-Buster 
Keaton, and the stage unit, “Royal 
Revels,” all-Ben Blue. Besides, on 
the stage is Cliff Edwards (Ukelele 
Ike), also in the picture. Nice 
comedy balance, and the Capitol 
should get some business. 


Edwards’ specialty (New Acts) 
takes place before the drapes under 
the finale of the stage unit. It’s 
16 minutes of songs and talk. Ed- 
wards got a big reception at both 
ends. 


Unit was built upon Blue's 
comedy dancing vaude turn with 
his stooges, only here Blue plays a 
king role that sounds as though he 
wrote it himself. A stooge shuffles 
on between specialties to read the 
next name from a scroll, with cross- 
fire between the stooge and Blue, 
and a kick in the face for the 
former at the end. Blue slips in 
his Russian and dying duck dances 
and makes them the punch of the 
show. 


Two solo dancing girls, Albertina 
Vitak and Margie Green, and the 
foreign acrobatic team, Fortunello 
and Cirillino, fill the other specialty 
spots. Miss Green does a speedy 
eccentric kick dance and looks nice 
while doing it. Miss Vitak, around 
recently in vaude at the head of a 
Rasch ballet turn, is before the 
Capitol Chester Hale line in toe 
dancing. She is quickly progressing 
in her work. 

All of Blue’s vaude bits are used 
excepting the waltz with the girl 
and the cannon biz. It’s Blue’s own 
dancing, here as there, that counts. 
Capitol has been trimming the 
Roxy lately in dressing its girls. 
“Gypsy Sketches” is the Yasha. 
Bunchuk-conducted pit overture, a 
series of lilting gyp melodies, end- 
ing in a crashing crescendo almost 
loud enough to knock an apple off 
a tree. The slam-bang overture 
finish theory always works at the 
Capitol. Band was also on the 
stage for the unit. Bige. 


CHICAGO 


Chicago, Sept. 19. 

Back in 1921, Balaban & Katz 
put about $5,000,000 in the Chicago 
theatre, then and now the mid- 
west’s finest picture house. Today, 
to keep the pews full, and retain 
leadership, Publix-B. & K. is spend- 
ing $6,000 as a seven day salary 
on a “star in person,” Jack Oakie. 
The first few years the house was 
open, six grand, going out as salary 
for one stage individual, would have 
been laughed out the office. Pic- 
tures were the draw then. 

They draw today, but they have 
to have a lot piled up before and 
after them to make the public come 
back week after week and plank 
down dough on the caged window 
sill. 

Even with Jack Oakie as a star 
draw, Publix-B. & K. is taking no 
chances this week. Around him and 
about his three minute appearance 
they have built a strong show con- 
taining about everything the aver- 
age picture house patron could ask. 
Besides it all, they spend approxi- 
mately $4,000 wekly on H. Leopold 
Spitalny and his Chicago theatre 
Symphony. 

Show opens with Al Evans and 
his orchestra, the Lambert ballet of 
12 gals and Eddy Noll, hoofer. Well 
costumed and good music the open- 
ing pleases. Dalton and Craig, man 
and femme in a hoke act next. The 
offering gets over and is another 
example of what the present day 
picture audience will stand for. The 
man in this number takes several 
out and out cracks at his pardner’s 
fanny. Altho this has been ruled 
out on what remains of the vaude, 
it still is a wow to audiences who 
like Massenet’s Elegy by an or- 
chestra. 

Oriental Kanzamova troupe of five 
men in a risley turn uses the ballet 
in an elaborate fan dance that 
pleased and won the hand from the 
act around which it was staged. 

Jack Oakie did a song, a dance, 
and told a few gags. He didn’t 
wear any make-up except his smile 
that is worth the six grands a week. 
Oakie use to, years ago, occasionally 
try to pick up a few dollars in the 
squared circle. He still uses the old 
fighter’s handshake when the folks 
applaud and keeps his eyes always 
looking up in the gallery. It’s 
Oakie’s way. He was liked, and he 
didn’t overdo. He got a big hand. 
Whether the folks wanted to see 
more of him is a question, but the 
man who built the Chicago show 
this week had a keen appreciation 
of showmanship, especially in this 
one respect. 

“Love in the Rough.” (Metro) 
feature. Business capacity, with a 
waiting lobby full at the noon show. 


PARAMOUNT 


New York, Sept. 19. 

More attention paid to back- 
ground and lighting effects on the 
Par stage would help the show con- 
siderably. The prop end this week 
is tawdry and the live stock as a 
whole little better. Chorus of fat- 
gammed girls had their lowers ac- 
centuated by pvorly shaded bulbs. 

A trio of roller skaters, Mulroy, 
McNeece and Ridge, easily stand 
out on the merit end. Their stuff 
is worth any amount of applause 
they get, which can't be said for the 
others. The girl member is especi- 
ally good, and the two boys do a 
tapping special thut many would 
find difficult in bare feet. 

Just lovely blonde hair and legs 
about all that can be said for 
Lyda Roberti, called the Polish 
Princess of Jazz by a young m. c. 
who was rotated in for the guesting 
this week. Lyda fooled around at 
the end, taking up several valuable 
minutes gagging with the m. c. 
about her inability to speak Eng- 
lish. Her dancing stuff and her at- 
tempt at singing just an attempt. 
Ted Maex, the student m. c., has 
a lot to learn. Already he has the 
most important asset toward suc- 
cessful audience holding, if he 
knows it. That is keeping the per- 
sonality toned down, not forcing it 
all over the house. Mack needs a 
little more self-confidence, although 
he didn’t do badly for what seems 
like his first night in this big Broad- 
way house. ; 

Seed and Austin, the comics fea- 
tured in the” stage show, do turns 
reminiscent of burlesque. They 
work around a tall blond, the tiny 
fellow climbing over her when he 
feels the need of emphasizing cer- 
tain points in his dialog for the’ 
benefit of the audience. Girl sud- 
denly goes dramatic in the finale, 
disappearing after the buffoonery to 
appear as a soloist in the center 
of a rose, the latter one of the most 
glaring examples of how not to use 
the mestrums, if the prop paint is 
not to be branded. 

The Gluck-Sandor Girls in long 
dresses, and then in tights on a 
dimly lighted stage, do dances, the 
last a novelty one seen here be- 
fore. 

Jesse Crawford is partial to that 
“Sweet Mystery of Life.” With 
Jesse, though, it sounds better every 
time he plays it. Three pop num- 
bers precede this on the organ. 

Newsreel is Paramount’s. Film 
feature is ‘‘The Spoilers,” also Par's. 
Waly. 


WOODS, CHICAGO 


Chicago, Sept. 19. 

Chicago’s 400 surprised everyone 
by going for R-K-O’'s free party 
Friday night. Of course, “Africa 
Speaks” was supposed to be educa- 
tional, the sort of thing Mrs. Haim- 
hock Van Stockyard could associate 
herself with. R-K-O thought it was 
just too sweet when Mrs. Van 
Stockyard, Chicago’s first family, 
you know, deigned to send over her 
social secretary for more. free 
ducats, because she was giving a 
dinner party and wanted to take 
her guests. 

Still it was quite an accomplish- 
ment to get Chicago 90% tuxedoed 
for a motion picture. Ordinarily 
Chicago dresses only on very snooty 
occasions, the opera, horse shows, 
the Bachelors Ball and gangsters 
funerals. It was the subtle compli- 
ment of engraved invitations from 
the Radio-Keith-Orpheum corpora- 
tion. Everyone who was invited re- 
membered that noble birth requires 
magnanimous conduct. 

Jack Hess, in whose Barnumesque 
brain the society circus idea fertil- 
ized, also included the Adventurers 
Club, pie for anything about Africa; 
the Izaak Walton mob who had 
heard the fishing on the Upper 
Niger River is real good, and the 
Board of Education. Friday night's 
balcony was stuffed with schooil- 
mams who, unless they’re awfully 
ungrateful or sore about the balcony 
seats, will be sure to mention the 
picture and the Woods theatre to 
their pupils. 

All ‘of the foregoing indicates that 
a “Hollywood opening” in Chicago 
follows somewhat different lines. 
You’ve got to get Mrs. Van Stock- 
yard or it just ain’t. 

Even the -vress fell for the 
starched bosoms marked “must.” It 
was very annoying to some of the 
scribes when a group of millionaires 
walked in wearing tweeds. Here 
was the Gold Coast and Evanston 
flouting their own traditions! 

Society editors were spotted in 
the midst of the lorgnettes, sport- 
ing eds were purposely mixed up 
with the Adventurers, art critics ek 
bowed sustaining members of the 
Institute, and, shades of Rotary, ad- 
vertising managers sat next to.de- 
partment store owners. 

After the $5.50 opening the pic- 
ture opened the next morning on 
grind at 25c. Land. 


Punch & Judy, Chicago 


Chicago, Sept. 17. 

Impresario Machat, founder and 
director of Chicago's art-in-cinema, 
equivalent to New York's Little 
Carnegie, 55th Street and 5th Ave- 
nue Playhouse, does not like “Va- 
riety’s expression “sure seater,” as 
applied to the little theatre move- 
ment. 

Unflattering implications are de- 


tected in the expression. Not only 


that, but “Variety” is suspected of 
sarcasm in most of its 
about the miniature chapels devoted 
to foreign product and American 
revivals. 

However, in Impresario Machat’s 
latest endeavor, the label “sure 
seater” can have no slur, for the 
house itself features that very 
thing. And not only are the seats 
sure because of the $1-$2 reserved 
policy; they are uncommonly com- 
fortable. They have been compared 
with the elegant cushions of the 
Chicago opera. It is a pleasure to 
deposit the material self therein. 

Little similarity as a matter of 
record between the tasteful and in- 
geniously transformed Punch and 
Judy, presenting a _ pre-release 
showing of Griffith’s “Abraham Lin- 
coln,” and the usual sure seater 
asking indulgence for a Swedish- 
made Greta Garbo, vintage of 1923. 
Everything to be said in favor of 
the Punch and Judy. 

Formerly a legit theatre (Central) 
presenting mysteries mostly, the 
architects, Nicholas Remisoff and E. 
Fulhmer, have eradicated every 
vestige of the premises’ former as- 
pect, Following what are still 
known as futuristic motifs, the ca- 
pacity has been cut from 650 to 350, 
to accomplish the desired results. 
Hence the divans, projection throw, 
acoustics and ventilation all con- 
duce to a very substantial comfort 
amidst dignified surroundings. 

That the Punch and Judy enter- 
prise is no shoestring affair is fur- 
ther established by the spending of 
$15,000 on special exploitation for 
“Lincoin.” In this the house more 
than kept its part of the bargain 
whereby United Artists consented to 
give it the Griffith plum. It was a 
good choice to provide the house an 
auspicious launching. 

Tiffany's chimp comedy, “The Lit- 


tle Covered Wagon” (Talking 
Shorts), preceded’ the showing of 
the feature. Land. 


FOX, B’KLYN 


Brooklyn, Sept. 20. 

Departure of the people too often 
from the gypsy motif of Fanchon & 
Marco's “Gyp Gyp Gypsy” Idea 
makes it all rather silly at times. 
Besides, there is nothing much in 
the specialty section of the unit to 
run with the flash end. In the 
latter falls the production’s best 
item, a tight-wire bit by 10 of the 
line girls, following a wire specialty 
by a man. That would hold any 
unit up with more early support. 

Caligary Bros., pantomimists and 
acrobats from abroad, walked into 
the gypsy camp set in tuxedos after 
all the other gyps had turned Rus- 
sian. 

Unit may’ be right, but it won't 
convince an audience that it is. 

Soprano, girl hock stepper, man 
hocker and the wire-walker were 
the other specialists. At the half- 
way point is a Punch and Judy 
show, the box carried on for the 
number and the show taking place 
on a section of the rising pit, near 
the orchestra, at this house. The 
kids in the Saturday matinee house, 
when the unit was caught, ate up 
the Punch and Judy stuff, some- 
thing of a departure in picture 
house stage shows for adults, 

The dancing man of the troupe 
does a tap dance in Russian rhythm 
on a pedestal and finishes with 
knee-drops and spins on the floor 
as the best of the specialties. Set 
and costuming both good looking. 

Frankie Jenks, in his third week 
in the Fox pit, conducts the orches- 
tra seriously for one number and 
later sings two comedy lyrics in 
Hebe dialect. One was a repeat 
from his first week at the Fox and 
announced by him as such, Jenks 
saying it’s his favorite, and prob- 
ably missed the first time by some 
of Saturday's attendees because it 
was done the last time during 
“Common Clay’s” third week. He 
finished on the trombone to a nice 
hand. 

Ron and Don, organists, with one 
at the baby console on the stage, 
put on one of those prop “contests” 
between themselves over who would 
provoke more audience singing, and 
both got quite a lot. Brooklynites 
prove themselves here and at .the 
nearby Paramount to be much in 
favor of the congregational piping. 
When an audience responds as this 
one did Saturday, and does almost 
always, there is no telling how far 
it would go for strong shows. 

“Last of Duanes” (Fox), current 
picture, after the previous week at 
the Roxy, New York. Over three- 
quarters downstairs at the second 
show. Bige. 


NEW ACTS 


Ray Wilbert, Gale Darling 
Hughie O'Donnell, 
No. 2- golf. Wilbert is a_ trick 
shooter. E, K. Nadel producing, 

Edith Carewe. 

“Jazzlips” Richardson with Mar- 
garet Simms. 

Max Karson and Co. (9) in ‘‘Mel- 
ody Land.” 

Frank and Milt Britton with com- 
edy band (10) and Gene Gory and 
Tito. 

Masters and Gauthier Revue, 2- 
act. 

Harry Tighe and Marie Dayne, 
2-act. 

Earl Dewey and Co., comedy. 


and 
in skit hoking 


comment}. 


CROWN, CHICAGO» 


Chicago, Sept. 15, 

When Western Electric moved in, 
flesh moved out of the Crown, one 
of the local Fox group. Now the 
cycle having completed its orbit, a 
new need for the living presence is 
translated by Manager Aji Bachman 
into a six-piece orchestra headed by 
Al Copeland and surrounded, sup. 
ported and relieved by sundry vaude 
turns. 

At the moment there is no wild 


clamor in Chicago to hop aboard: 


the band wagon of flesh entertain. 
ment. “Rastus is willing,” so far ag 
the circuits and exhibs are con- 
cerned, but there are Missourian 
scruples first. 

Locally the Crown wil! be an ex- 
periment that, like the Center, an- 
other pioneer of the present incip- 
ient revival, may have a widespreadg 
influence by example, If clicking it 
will encourage others. If a failure 
it will help intensify the sales op- 
position the advocates of vaude are 
trying to break down. 


Meanwhile the show the Crown is 
offering is perfect. For the Crown, 
Here in the heart of the Polish dis- 
trict, near the Division-Milwaukee 
intersection, show business is con- 
fined to elementals. It’s sawdust 
theatricals, lusty, unaffected and 
capable of intense pleasure in sim- 
ple slapstick and hackneyed humor. 


“We know you're just hungry for 
flesh entertainment,” said Pat Lane, 
the m. c., in introducing the first 
performance, “but we want you to 
tell us that ypu are.” 


From gallery came shrill 
whistling, and from the main floor 
a thunderbolt of applause in hearty 
indorsement, 


“Now, I'm going to introduce Al 
Copeland,” continued the m. ea. 
“He's standing in the wings and he’s 
just a little nervous -wondering if 
you remember him. Of course, you 
remember Al. But suppose, when 
he comes out, you let him know.” 


Another demonstration for dear 
old Al, who everyone remembered, 
apparently both vividly and fondly. 


In turn Copeland introduced each 
of his band boys separately with 
comedy business. Two years had 
elapsed, but the Crown cherishes 
its past, and the boys were greeted 
as cousins just arrived in the coun- 
try on a quota number, 


Nothing ritzy about the Copeland- 
ites. They're right at home even 
wearing white flannels at Division 
and Milwaukee. They turn the l,- 
300-seat house into a Saturday night 
parior packed with home folks. So 
loud is the laughter and apparently 
so sincere the enjoyment of the 
drummer at the various didoes that 
it comes down to a question of 
whether or not he shouldn't pay ad- 
mission himself. 


The musical efforts of the sextet, 
Copeland at the piano, leave a num- 
ber of generous-sized openings for 
caustic comment. But what price 
criticism when Division and Mil- 
waukee is obviously delighted. To 
the Crown it’s Paul Whiteman. 


Far better than any pretentious 
outfit, the Copeland  proletarians 
have the capacity to ingratiate 
themselves with such neighbor- 
hoods. There are dozens of tight 
little communities like this one. 
When they take a fancy, their favor 
has the force of a geyser. They 
are, however, prone to a quick prej- 
udice against anything which sug- 
gest itself to them as an ostenta- 
tion of refinement or snooty ele- 
gance, 

Nobody 


seemed to notice the 


rather droll opening medley chosen , 


by Copeland. This introduced the 
college songs of America’s most exX- 
clusive campuses. It comes as an 
amusing sidelight to record the un- 
expected prestige of Yale at the 
corner of Division and Milwaukee. 

Pat Lane worked hard via hoof- 
ing and gag-spinning to accomplish 
the Crown’s pleasure. He has a nice 
style, clear diction, neat rhyhtm and 
marvelous memory. LePan and 
Bastedo, who have worked every 
thing in sight around these parts 
for several years, were the other 
comedy turn. When the comic 
brought out a mattress to sleep dur- 
ing the contralto’s solo the gleeful 
appreciation of the neighbors aPp- 
proached hysteria. 

Additionally the Carvel Sisters, 
crooners and steppers, fairly cute 
and lending the necessary feminine 
touch. 


Whole show works in front of 4 
band shell. Drapes above hide the 
picture screen from view. 

Crown will pursue a mixed policy, 
different highjinks for the various 
nights. There are five changes of 
feature weekly. Opportunity, pro- 
fessional preview, community s!ns- 
ing and vaudeville nights will be 
included. Scaled up to 40 cents, 


While the added show undoubt- 
edly will attract more business, all 
guests on the success rating is re- 
duced to a problem of overhead ver- 
sus net. That's what most of the 
neighborhood houses are worryils 
and wondering about. Is the In- 
creased business equivalent to, wa 
worth, the increased expense for 
back stage crew, orchestra, talent 
and aspirin tablets? Land 
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New Acts 


CLIFF SOW (Ukulele Ike) 


k 

It’s a long throwback to Keegan 
and Edwards and 10 years ago when 
the team came from Chicago for 
the Ziegfeld Roof with the billing 
“Jazz As Is” and “Ukulele Ike.’ 
Latter was then doing instrumental 
imitations, but he used the uke and 
the falsetto shouting he continued 
to use and still does in his pic- 

2S. 

 cawards now is a stage name for 
stage-playing picture theatres where 
the picture audiences know him 
from his films and others from his 
phonograph disks. Edwards on the 
records a few years ago staried a 
new vogue in jazz singing but no 
one among many imitators has 
eaught up to him. 

At the Capitol he’s both on the 
stage and in the picture, Metro's 
“Dough Boys,” in the latter featured 
under the star, Buster Keaton. He’s 
out in front of the traveler before 
the finale of the stage unit in 16 
minutes of songs and talk, mostly 
songs, through a microphone. He 
could have done without the mike 
here. Three songs with a gag be- 
tween and another vocal as an en- 
core. 

Results of absence from the stage 
showed when Edwards muffed one 
gag by spilling the answer before 
the finish. He admitted the boner 
and told another gag to cover up. 

Edwards is one of the new bunch 
of talker players who can switch 
to the stage and entertain, because 
they’ve been there before. Bige. 


BENNY DAVIS and Co. (9) 
Specialties 

34 Mins.; Three 

Palace (St. V.) 

The new Benny Davis turn is, like 
his last one, founded on the always 
sure-fire “discovery” idea, “Always 
sure-fire’ applies to the type only 
when handled by an actor who is 
also a showman. Benny Davis is 
both. 

There are two numbers, both 
dances by boys, that surprised even 
the Palace audience, an audience 
accustomed most every week to 
some new “find.” Boys are Buddy 
Ebson, who dances with a girl, and 
a younger kid named Hal Leroy. 
Ebson scored first because he was 
on first. He does a lowdown so low 
and far down that it touches the 
bottom. Leroy, announced as 17 
and looking no more, does a loose 
dance from the knees down, with a 
long pair of legs and feet to match. 
Girls are Kathleen Howard, buck 
dancer and youngest of the bunch; 
Marguerite Howard, red-haired so- 
prano, with style and a form, and 
Vilma Ebson, who dances with the 
Ebson boy. Latter is his feminine 
counterpart in the dance end and a 
looker for a dancer. 

Little Jack Heller, the left-handea 
uke player and miniature ballad 
singer, is Davis's holdover from the 
other act, and Heller stops the show 
here as he did there. 

Entrance of Mrs. Davis (Dorothy 
Gompert) in street clothes for a 
song and dance toward the finish 
Was made to look impromptu, and 
seemingly was. She did finely, 
dropping a diamond bracelet en 
route. No cinch for the missus to 
follow all those kids. 

Davis keeps it going with his 
coaching and chatter, and winds it 
up with his own string of songs, 
sounding like the list of all the song 
hits ever written. 

Male piano team is the back- 
ground in the “three” set. 

The act should not be permitted 
to slip away. It can play anywhere 
and do as well as at the Palace. 

Bige. 


MILTON DOUGLAS & CO. (3) 
Comedy 

13 Mins.; One 

Jefferson 

Douglas has discarded the band 
he formerly worked with and he 
ncw uses crossfire with his stooge. 
Two girls are brought on the stage 
but for a minute, just for a brief 
bit’ of comedy. Later the girls join 
Harry Webb’s act, as also does 
Douglas himself, combination being 
used as an afterpiece. 

This act is a cinch to get over. 
It is full of surefire gags. Douglas 
at opening attempts fo sing when 
the stooge, in a box, interrupts. 
From then on its a continuous ex- 
change of gags all funny. Winds 
up with Douglas warbling “Little 


White Lies” and doing a bit of 
dancing, 


WELLS, MORDECAI and TAYLOR 
11 Ming 

ins.; 
58th St. 

_Colored trio. Singing at opening. 
NO voices to speak of and unneces- 
Sary once the boys go into their 
Stuff, which is individual and team 
hoofing. Routines danced with 
aplomb and dash. 

And as each boy goes into mod- 
ny tapping, the results are certain. 

f0o0d, fast turn of its type. 

This trio has been with a col- 
ored band and showed sufficient 
Treneth to set out on their own. 

hey command booking attention 
©M general dancing ability. Mark. 


STANLEY TWINS (4) 
Dancing 

15 Mins.; One and Ful! 
86th St. 

Two girls, assisted by Atlas and 
LaMar, male hoofers, and two un- 
billed girls at the baby grands, have 
a well staged dancing act that 
starts off slowly, but gains speed 
quickly and holds it te the end. 

Opening has the girls posing in 
the windows of a fashion shop. 
After some talk and singing, the 
boys walk on for a dance. Steps 
offered by the hoofing quartet show 
that they are making some attempt 
to get away from the beaten track. 


The Stanleys make a nice appear- 
ance, wear clothes well and show 
plenty of ability with high kicks and 
acrobatics done in unison. Boys 
fill in with a variety of legmania 
neatly executed, while one of the 
girls at the piano solo pop num- 
bers for good results. 

Act can fill the deuce hole on 
any of the neighborhood vaude pro- 
grams. 


Joseph GRIFFIN (2) 
Songs, Piano 

12 Mins.; Full (Special) 
86th St. (V-P) 

Irish tenor, accompanied by a 
twin baby grand accompanied by 
two lookers, one blond, other brunet. 
It’s a class act but needs finish for 
real big spot. Middle of bill here for 
fair applause. Forced encore an 
error, and more so when Griffin 
pulls wrong type song and goes 
three minutes on it alone without 
girl background. 

Griffin not new. Formerly worked 
with single male accompanist. Good 
voice, swell for crooning and fal- 
setto. That semi-ballad stuff 
doesn’t work as well as the croon- 
ing would. “Chloe,” sung early in 
turn, is best ‘number. 

Just using the girls for atmos- 
phere is all wrong, especially since 
one or the other is turned back to 
the audience owing to angle at 
which pianos are placed in full 
stage, with hangings and open cen- 
ter. The girls do a double piano 
solo that’s about 30 seconds too 
long, bringing customer-ennui. Girls 
are listed as Misses Riat and John- 
son. One looks like one of the 
Paige Sisters, who formerly did har- 
mony act in night club and came 
from a unit. They ought to do it 
here to bring contrast. Griffin might 
also stand closer to girls when per- 
forming, for same reason. 


George McCLENNON 
Comedy, Dances, Instrumental 
17 Mins.; One 

86th St. 

Not new to vaude, this colored 
boy has class but lacks atmosphere. 
That way he’s half-way between 
what he could be and what he actu- 
ally shows. McClennon formerly 
led a jazz crew that did well. Here 
he is alone working in comedy 
tramp evening outfit and derby plus 
white gloves. 

Beginning with . lazy recitation 
song, he works in and out of spot- 
light until he goes into a clarinet 
solo after dancing. The instrumen- 
tation is weak and along colored 
style, “hot” version of “Sweet and 
Low.” Windup is a tap eccentric 
dance that finishes on the floor, 
business of dancer being al] in. 

Where McClennon affects the lazy 
attitude he’s not lazy enough, and 
when he attempts speed it isn’t fast 
enough. Chatter material doesn’t 
matter, muggery pulls over it. 

Spotted No. 2 on five-act bill, re- 
ception better during the middle biz 
than at closing. 


Jimmy ALLARD and Co. (3) 
“Journey’s End” (Comedy) 
15 Mins.; Full Stage 

58th St. 

One thing about Jimmy Allard is 
that he keeps trying. His new skit 
is credited as the work of Billy 
House. On a’ general summarization 
Allard’s presentment is_ farcical, 
rather light and frothy and mildly 
entertaining. 

Sort of a hodge-podge in which 
Allard breezes in and out as props 
on a picture set. A little theme 
with the leading woman in love 
with the director and also accept- 
ing gaga advances from an old man 
who later turns out to be an R-K-O 
agent in disguise. That’s new for 
vaude anyway. 

A few specialties space Allard’s 
droll remarks, with one of the wom- 
en doing a pretty nifty bit of tap- 
ping while Allard sings. 

As a laugh getter it serves its 
purpose, but still too light to be 
tagged as outstanding. Mark. 


Harry WEBB’S Entertainers (5) 
Comedy, Band, Songs, Dances 
15 Mins.; Full 
Jefferson 

Where Webb formerly had his 
own band, he is now using an aug- 
mented orchestra. Milton Douglas, 
who does his own act preceding 
this, has also joined Webb’s act and 
puts over good laughs. It’s fast 
moving, consisting mainly of com- 
edy dished out by Webb and Doug- 
las, with the latter foiling for 
Webb. 

Webb is garbed in a huge Joose- 


STATE 


Five aet show with only two com- 
edy items spotted mid-way of the 
running doesn't sound as well as 
this layout plays. Business Satur- 
day afternoon of fine weather was 
close to capacity, attributable prob- 
ably to “Romance” (M-G-M) with 
Greta Garbo on screen. 

Specialty list starts with Large 
and Morgner, two one-legged acro- 
bats with a smooth specialty. En- 
ter With both men, arms locked 
about each other and their single 
leggedness concealed under a long 
opera cape. Their arm grip makes 
ic possible for them to walk nat- 
urally, making the figure look like 
a two-headed man. Neat business 
of lighting cigaret and taking off 
gloves. They go to full stage for 
some remarkable hand-to-hand 
work in flawless acrobatic form. 
Finish with the top mounter in a 
running jump into hand-to-hand 
stand, supparted by partner lying 
on his back, 


Tom Fulmer, straight singing sin- 
gle with male piano accompanist, a 
quiet No. 2, where strong comedy 
would have been better. Fulmer 
has likable personality and does as 
well as any of the straight war- 
blers, 

Sid Marion and Co., third, had 
the first shot at comedy and made 
the best use of it. Works with a 
girl who foils for amusing cross- 
fire and also does a song number 
nicely in a brilliant soprano. Punch 
is the comic eccentricities of Mar- 
ion who has an admirable set of 
laugh tricks. Expertly built up 15 
minutes of specialty. 

Al K. Hall and Co. have expanded 
the old turn to 20 minutes of well 
varied entertainment. Hall’s fa- 
miliar stvle of clowning is the foun- 
dation. Helped by Alfred Hall, Jr., 
snappy stepping kid and a dandy 
feeder for the Senior. Other people 
are Fred Dale, Babe Carew and Ann 
Heimme. 

Foster’s Xylophonettes made a 
capital closing number. Novelty 
opening has the 12 girls and a man 
together on that many xylophones, 
for a smashing musical sound en- 
semble. They close in “one” for 
solo song and dance specialties by 
a nip of a little tap stepper and a 
taller girl who does some sightly 
dance bits with two plumed fans, 
mostly legmania. Twelve girls in 
scanties, black and white, are on 
for a nice bit of precision stepping 
and then into the rousing finish 
with the girls back at their xylo- 
phones, dancing as they play and 
the two girl specialty steppers out 
in front for whirlwind bits. Act 
attractively dressed and notable in 
that it combines the effect of a flash 
while still featuring a clean-cut spe- 
cialty layout for the chorus line, 

Rush. 


HIPPODROME, N. Y. 


Sound broke three times during 
the second show Saturday, change 
day. Once might be accident. But 
three times proves something wrong 
on the top end. Minus this, show 
fair and biz usual. Quantity angle 
to performance is exploitation value. 

Considering every angle of com- 
petition in the Times Square dis- 
trict, that four hours is still too 
long for one stretch of entertain- 
ment. Two reasons: features can’t 
always be depended on and any 
house using eight acts has to go 
second choice on vaude turns on 
the combo attitude. 

None of the acts carried new 
faces to mention, although Anger 
and Fair have what could be cited 
as new scenery. Plays in “one” in- 
stead of full flash. Opener, Bob and 
Lucy Gillette, juggling comedy turn, 
well known. Closing was “Land of 
Clowns” in full stage. Flash danc- 


fitting suit and plays in chalk face. 
Comedes all over the stage with 
Douglas, working for acrobatic 
comedy. Also engages in a bit of 
ventriloquial comedy with Douglas. 

A blond girl leads the band. Also 
does some fast hoofing. Another 
girl sings once, while yet another 
femme does an Oriental contortion 
dance. 

Meat of act lies in Webb's and 
Douglas’s comedy. 


Theodore-Enrica-Novelilo (5) 
Dancing and Song 

17 Mins.; Full 

Palace (St. V.) 

Trio is from the cafes, a couple of 
revues and vaude. In the latter 
Theodore and Enrica were formerly 
a team before a band, without No- 
vello. As a three-act now it falls in 
the dance turn class, and rates 
pretty high therein. This is due 
mainly to the triple adagio finish, 
similar to the slipping group adagio 
stuff only in basic principle. 

First number is a spic ballroom 
by the two men and the girl, and a 
double (waltz) by Theodore and 
Enrica follows. Song by an unbilled 
soprano who is on too long fills the 
wait before the adagio finish. Miss 
Enrica takes some mighty difficult 
swings in the air. Fifth member 
is a girl at the piano. 

Costuming in the adagio number 
needs improvement. Darned tights, 
when so obviously darned, are an 
ugly picture on a well-lighted stage. 
Otherwise the turn is suitably 


‘ 


dressed and mounted. Bige. 


ing act with two men in grotesque 
makeup against a special drop. 


Only one act took an encore but 
still could have gone without. That 
was Joseph Griffin, tenor. Only act 
that might be considered new with 
iriffin taking too much spot against 
two girl pianists who accompany 
him in three numbers. Encore be- 
ginning to take on like actual act 
routine in “one” with girl off. 
If the two girls with him can sing 
they ought to be given a chance in 
harmony for contrast. 

Melino and Davis next to closing 
seem to have come along with their 
blue chatter and ancient gags. 
Couple still depending on makeup 
for laughs and quite unconsciously 
getting them. Included some jug- 
gling and dancing. 


Buster and Shaver and “Tiny 

Town Revue,” on the annunciator 
called “review,” third for a good 
showing. Nifty pair of steppers, 
Frank and Forman, but nothing 
original in No. 2 against a drop and 
in brown Etons. 
Break in sound came twice dur- 
ing the “A Peep in the Deep” 
(Radio) with Clark and McCullough 
and in same spot during the double 
showing of this short. Third break 
was in feature. Orchestra overture 
of five minutes plus waits gave 
show a running time of 248 min- 
utes. Feature, 76. Vaude took 98. 
Eight minutes of trailer. 

Program heavy on film end. 


JEFFERSON 


Well routined bill for first half 
and a sellout Monday night. Seven 
acts, with comedy and dancing 
dominating, and “Outside the Law” 
(U) on screen. 

“Motoring Meteors,” 
carded for opener, had to cancel 
because of inability to get their 
stuff up in time for opening Satur- 
day. McDonald and Paradise, mixed 
team, substituted with a good hoof- 
ing act, garnished by comedy chat- 
ter and songs. A flirtation bit with 
man as copper and girl as nurse- 
maid brings them on, with both 
going into evening dress, the girl in 
abbreviated togs for the ensuing 
routines, mostly buck and tap. 

30bbie Carbone, wop comic, en- 
livened proceedings in the deuce, 
assisted by woman and youngster, 
who Carbone introduced as his kid 
brother. Carbone grabs laughs with 
his awkward stage hand gab for 
come on. The kid plants a good 
dance specialty, with the trio join- 
ing for additional clowning and 
songs for wind up. Over big 
here, 

Yeoman and Lizzie followed and 
clicked with a new setup of the for- 
mer “Assassinated Press” act, with 
Yeoman now spotted in a govern- 
ment radio information bureau and 
working the wireless phones for his 
gags and wise-cracks as formerly. 
Yeoman’s topical chatter and wise- 
cracks got over in swell shape, keep- 
ing them laughing throughout with 
a vocal by unbilled girl introduced 
half way down, and more yells when 
Lizzie, the slumbering stenog, wakes 
up to call it a day at tag. 

Al Belasco proved an asset to the 
comedy, assisted by an _ unbilled 
stooge from stage and box. Belasco’s 
Jolson impresh with the stooge play- 
ing chorus of “Sonny Boy” off stage 
with Belasco mugging and feigning 
warbling rolled them with the fol- 
low-up fight travesty also going 
over. A sax solo and songs spaced 
the comedy and were planted in a 
manner that helped to send Belasco 
away to plenty of palm whack- 
ing. 

silly Champ and Co. got plenty 
of laughs with a haunted house 
skit, supported by three girls and 
man. Burns and Kissen copped the 
show in next to shut. 

Harry Girard’s Ensemble okay 
closing spot. Edba. 


86th ST. 


Five act layout the first half. The 
two Pat Rooneys, headlining and 
closing, found favor, despite the bill 
was overboard on dancing. Hoofing 
turns opened and closed, the main 
props of an otherwise mediocre bill. 

Carl Freed and his orchestra, with 
Freed wearing oversized clothes and 
trying for comedy with pantomime, 
get away from the usual routine of 
band acts, filled the next to closing 


originally 


spot acceptably. Freed's small 
group of instrumentalists dish out 
pleasing jazzapation, but Freed’s 


clowning in front of his boys just 
sends the act over. 

3o0bby Pinkus, No. 3, takes half 
a dozen prattfails, with Isabelle 
Dawn on the pushing end, and slaps 
himself on the chin continually with 
the back of his hand for comedy. 
Most of the chatter has been heard 
around before. Pinkus’ slapstick 
got little in the way of apprecia- 
tion from the adults but clicked 
with the kids. His impression of a 
school kid reciting before an audi- 
ence is a corking bit, while Miss 
Dwan’s high kick dance was her 
best. 

Walter Niisson, unicyclist, is a 
tramp comic and on the high, low 
and novelty wheels, keeping up 
chatter, was in the deuce _ spot, 
earning fair returns. 

On the screen “Outside the Law” 
(U). 

Biz at early show Saturday about 
three-quarters downstairs, good for 
this house... 

Stanley Twins (New Acts) opened. 


PALACE, NEW YORK 


(St. Vaude) 

There is Benny Davis at the Pal- 
ace this week, and Benny Davis, and 
Benny Davis with a new gang of 
kids (New Acts). Then there are 
York and King and Harry Richman 
and Marion Sunshine and Mitchell 
and Durante, and Benny Davis. 

The Davis act was the talk of the 
street after the first Palace show, 


kids under contract, and it’s only 
Monday night....Leu Clayton, who 
is not such a bad dancer himself, 
almost fell under his chair in Row 
2 when the Davis kids were danc- 
tee showing new things and 
stuff. 


It looks as though Davis has done 
a turnaround from songwriting 
after a hit list as long as Jimmy 
Durante’s schnozzle to a Gus Ed- 
wards, with it seeming Benny is 
showing Gus how to do it. There 
is plenty of young hot stuff in the 
new Davis act. 

Harry Richman is the headliner 
at $5,250 and rating it for the way 
he works. With this Richman’s best 
stand. It’s Richman between every 
act after the deuce and into his own 
closing spot. He's all over the bill, 
the most obliging headliner the Pal- 
ace probably has ever played. Rose 
King is on and off almost as often, 
making it a community affair, 
everyone pitching in. 

There must be something new 
backstage at the Palace, or up in 
the booking office, when headliners 
are content to stick and work it out 
from start to finish instead of only 
laying it down in their own spot 
and walking. 

This week’s bill socks ail the way. 
And biz was good Monday night. 

York and King lit the fireworks 
in the trey with their “Old Family 
Tintypes,” a kingpin among ali varie- 
ty comedy turns. Miss King, at every 
catching s more glorious come- 
dienne, is a lady who can stop a 
show in anybody’s theatre. The 
Davis turn was a 34-minute closer 
of the first part, after York and 
King, with a song and blackout by* 
Richman in between. 


But seven acts on the _ show. 
The between-the-acts’ interludes 
stretched it out to full length and 
things were going along too well for 
the audience to count ’em. It never 
looked like cheating. 


Miss Sunshine opened the second 
part with her new single and okay 
on the merits of her semi-comedy 
mimicry of Ulric, Etting, Kane and 
Chevalier, as done double when 
Tempest and Sunshine recently re- 
united, only to split in a _ short 
while. Richman seemed taking the 
part of Lou Melan, Miss Sunshine’s 
piano accompanist, in the Ulric bit, 
making it a comedy item instead of 
as usually played. The switch didn’t 
hurt. 

There was a peach next-to-clos- 
ing smash from Mitchell and Du- 
rante, the hardest working team in 
vaude. They put on steam for the 
two-a-day Palace, 

Richman, previously on with 
everyone else, closed it up himself 
in an oxford gray d. b. tux after all 
evening in serge. Monday night the 
girl of the No. 2 dancing act walked 
on to foil and fall for and with 
Richman in a rough adagio bur- 
lesque. 

Nice start for the show with Bob, 
Bob and Bobbie, the standard two- 
man juggling team with a perform- 
ing dog as the third member. The 
deucing full stage dance turn, fin- 
ishing warmly with a tosser by the 
trio, was Theodore, Enrica and 
Novello (New Acts). Bige. 


R-K-O UNIT 


(Chester, N. Y-) 

This latest group of four acts 
shapes up well for unit purposes. 
Good, fast entertainment, sufficient- 
ly diversified to please even the 
most exacting ticket purchaser. 
Good vaude all the way and a 
packed house Friday night (19). 

Chris Charlton, European con- 
jurer, pacemaker, and clicked with 
his trickery. Charlton works 
smoothly, with some accompanying 
talk for laughs. His magic kettle 
pours out various drinks, which he 
passes out on call to the audience. 
The mystery element is that the 
small vessel should contain so much 
liquid of different variety. The 
handkerchief trick and the bathing 
beaut’s disappearance in mid-air 
are enough to keep them guessing 
and put the conjurer over. : 

Rita Burgess Gould, with mal® 
piano accompanist, spotted a char- 
acter song cycle in follow up that 
they also went for. The character 
cycle is the career of a Russian im- 
migrant girl, from landing to old 
age. Miss Gould came out of the 
drab stuff for a lively coon shout 
interpretation of “Am I _ Blue?” 
whizzed across and setting her 
pretty. 

Naro Lockford and Co. registered 
for comedy, with Lockford’s tum- 
bling and travesty dancing. In 
opener Lockford and unbilled girl 
contribute some corking comedy 
tumbling. Lockford follows with a 
travesty on an adagio foursome, do- 
ing dame and being tossed about by 


(Continued on Page 70) 
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_ Anger & Fair 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, September 24, 1930 


Variety Bills 
: NEXT WEEK (SEPTEMBER 27) 
THIS WEEK (SEPTEMBER 20) 


Numerals in connection with bills below indicate opening day of 


show, whether ful! or split week 


R-K-0 


NEW YORK CITY 
Chester 

Ist half (27-30) 
E Morgan & Boys 
Mac Usher 
Karyl Norman 
(Three to fill) 

2nd half (1-3) 
Les Gellis 
Gloria Foy & Co 
Lang & Haley 


(Two to fill) 
2nd half (24-26) 
Dubois 


Lubin Lowrie & A 
Impromtu Rev 
Hai Jerome 

(One to fill) 


Coliseum 
Ist half (27-30) 
Cadet Septette 


Jean Boydell 
Morton Downey 
(Two to fill) 

2nd half (1-3) 
Victor Oliver 
Ross Wyse 


Rae Samuels 
(Two to fill) 


Karen, Edith & B's 
(Two to fill) 

2nd half (1-3) 
Wheeler & Morton 
Lovejoy Dancers 
Matsomoto Tr 
(One ta fill) 

2nd half (24-26) 
Mills & Bobby 
Vox & Walters 
J Sidney & Co 
D & H Blossom 
Irwin Horn & Y'ten 


HAMILTON, N. Y. 
Ist half (27-30) 
Clown Rev 
Buddy Doyle 
Kajiyama 
Millard & Marlin 
Peggy Hoover & 
Small Boys 
2nd‘ half (1-3) 
B Anderson & Pony 
Vale & Stewart 
Novelle Bros 
Vox & Walters 
California Poppies 
2nd half (24-26) 
Rasso & Co 


_SYNCOPATED 


STEPPERS 


Andrew & Louise Carr 
“Publix” Tour 


Dir.: LEDDY & SMITH 


2nd half (24-26) 
Belleclaire Bros 
Paul Mall 
J & Kath Lee 
Carl Freed & Co 
Venita Gould 

S8ist St. . 

Yst half (27-30) 
Monroe & Grant 
Vox & Walters 
Lewis & Ames 
Jack Sidney & Co 
(One to fill) 

2nd half (1-3) 
Wilson K & Betty 
Jean Q Boydell 
“McKay & Ardine 
Gus Van 

(One to fill) 

2nd half (24-26) 
Donal Sis 
Frank Chapman 
Montrose & Rey'lds 
Salt Water Taffy 
Pat Rooney & P Jr 

86th St. 

ist half 


» Ryan & Nobiette 


Lucille Benstead 
Stewart & Lash 
The Cavaliers 
(One to fill) 

2nd half (1-3) 
Cadet 7 
Caryll & H Munday 
Edwards’ Tree Sit's 
Anger & Fair 
(One to fill) 

2nd half (24-26) 
Osaka Boys 
Ryan Sis 
Wheeler & Morton 
Cab Calloway & Bd 
Ross Wyse & Co 

58th 


t. 
ist half (27-30) 
Allman & Nalle 
Wheeler & Morton 
B Pincus & Co 
Lovejoy Dancers 
(One to fill) 
2nd half (1-3) 
The Littlejohns 
Leonio Martov 
Sid Page & Co 
Billy Champ 
Burns & Kissen 
A Pennington & Co 
2nd half (24-26) 
Marsh & Archer 
Violet Carlton 
Cuban Rumba Bd 
B’way Baby. 
E Philmos & Co 
Patent Leather B's 
125th St. 
ist half (27-30) 
Nina & Nora 
Lewis & Shelly 
(Others to fill) 

2nd half (1-3) 
(To fill) 

2nd half (24-26) 
Clifton & Brent 
Philson & Duncan 


Nash & Fatley 
Billy Champ Co 
Burns & Kissen 
Gerard’s Ensemble 
Hippodrome (27) 
Claude & Marion 
Alex Callum Co 
Cab Calloway 

Bee & R Goman 
(Others to fill) 


(20) 
B & L Gillette 
Frank & Forman 
Allen & Canfield 
Tinytown Rev 
J Lavier & Co 
J Griffen Co 
Melino & Davis 
Land of Clowns 


Jefferson 
1st half (27-30) 
B Anderson & Pony 
Brown & Carson Sis 
Bozo Snyder & Co 
Fauntelroy & Van 
Novelle Bros 
Ross Wyse Jr 
California Poppies 
2nd half (1-3) 
Clown Rev 
Keith Wilbur 
Devito-Denny Co 
Buddy Doyle 
Hoover & Small Br 
2nd half (24-26) 
The Kitayamas 
Syd Page & Co 
Kew White & Co 
Fred Keating 
Steve Savage Co 
Wilton & Weber 
Lovejoy Dancers 

Palace (27) 
Gracie Fields 
Dave Apollon 
Barry & Whitledge 
Ted Healy & Co 
(Others fill) 


Bob, Bob & Bobby 
Theodore & Novello 
York & King 
B Davis & Co 
Marion Sunshine 
Mitchell & Durante 
Harry Richman 
oyal 
ist half (27-30) 
L Rogers & James 
Earl Hart 
Jazz “ips Rich'son 
Evening Stars 
2nd half (1-3) 
Spirals 
Lydia Harris 
Kelso Bros Rev 
(Two to fill) 
2nd half (24-26) 
Vale & Stewart 
Bozo Snyder & Co 
Lane & Freeman 
Olive Olsen 
Nath Cook & Co 
BROOKLYN 
Albee (27) 


Lang & Volk 


Kafka Stanley & M 


EDDIE STANLEY 


ANNOYED BY 


VIRGINIA RAY 
In Jack Partington’s 
“HIGH SPEED” CO. 


Dir.: LEDDY & SMITH 


Douglas & Alvers 
(One to fill) 


Fordham 
ist half (27-30) 
Mills & Bobby 


Fidward's Tree Sit’s 
Wilton & Weber 
(One to fill) 

2nd half (1-3) 
Marion Sunshine 
Stewart & Lash 
any 

Two to 
half (24-26) 
Monroe & Grant 
Jean Boydell 
Ted Healy & Co 
(Two to fill) 


Fran 
det half (27-30) 
Nash & Fately 


Pat Henning 
Ledova 

Conlin & Glass 
Harry Richman 


( 
Wilson K & Betty 
Odali Careno 
Barry Whitledge 
D Apollon & Co 
(One to fill) 


Dyker 
ist half (27-30) 
Alexander Girls 
J Bennett & Co 
Davito Denny 
Mitzi Royal Dan's 
2nd half (1-3) 
Miller & Peterson 
Fluerette & Co 
Foley & Lature 
Frivolities of 1930 
half (24-26) 


Buruos & Kissen 


Little Pipifax 


Murray Girls 
Princess Yvonne 
Lewis & Dody 
M Wilkins & Co 
Flushing 

Ist half (27-30) 
Wilson K & Betty 
Cole & Snyder 

tae Samuels 
(Two to fill) 

2nd half (1-3) 
Ryan & Noblette 
Morton Downey 
J Sidney & Co 
Wilton & Weber 
(One to fill) 

2nd half (24-26) 
Horton Spurr & Co 
Hooper & Gatchett 
Gracie Vields 
Stewart & Lash 


Cavaliers 
Kenmore 
Ist half (27-30) 


Caryll & H Munday 
Gus Van 
(Others to fill) 
2nd half (1-3) 
Osaka Boys 
Patricola 
Lewis & Ames 
Edna Covey & Co 
(One to fill) 
2nd half (24-26) 
Stanley Twins Co 
Roxy La Rocco 
Flynn & Mack 
Gloria Foy & Co 
Lang & Haley 


Madison 
Ist half (27-30) 
Les Gellis 
Gloria Foy & Co 
Lang & Haley 
(Two to fill) 
2nd _ half; (1-3) 
Eliz Morgan & Co 
Mac Usher 
Karyl Norman 
(Two to fill) 

2nd half (24-26) 
Cadet 6 
B Doyle & Hoover 
Small Br & Hayes 
Zelma O'Neal 
Tom McAuliffe 


AKRON 
Palace (27) 
Worthy & Thomp'n 
Jack Usher 
Peter Higgins 
M Colleano & Co 


(2 
R Olsen & Girls 
Jack Major 
Norton & Haley 
Purple East 


ATLANTA 
Keith’s (27) 
W L S Showboat 
Roth & Shay 
(Others fill) 


C Blossom & June 
Danny Duncan 

Joe Termini 

Zastro & White 
(One to fill) 


BIRMINGHAM 
Keith’s (27) 
C Blossom & June 
Danny Duncan 
Joe Termini 
Zastro & White 
(20) 


Cardini 
Clayton Wentworth 
Scott Sanders 
Lee Twins 
(One to fill) 
BOSTON 
Keith’s (27) 
Pasquali Bros 
Lee Morse 
W & G Ahearn 
Berkes & Wallace 
Mantell’s Man’kins 
(20) 


Gay Gordons 

Vic Oliver 

L Benstead & Co 

Clyde Cook 

Bird Cabaret 
BUFFALO 

Hippodrome (27) 

Marie Blank & Co 

Lucille Sis 

Bob Hall 


Lady Alice’s Pets 
Bernard & Henry 
Chas T Aldrich 
Jack Waldron 
Ledova 
CHARLOTTE 
Keith’s (27) 
Cardini 
Clayton Wentworth 
Scott Sanders 
Lee Twins 
20) 
Audrey Wycoff 
O'Neill & Manners 
Der’ckson & Brown 
Manny King 


CHICAGO 
Palace (27) 
4 Ortons 


Glenn & Jenkins 

Teck Murdock Co 

Harry Fox & Co 

Curtis Wright Bd 
20) 


(2 

Bert Nagle & Co 
Brox Sis 
Granville & Edw’ds 
Anna Seymour 
4 Camerons 

State Lake (27) 
Ford & Price 
Smith & Rogers 
Don Zelaya 
Keller Sis & Lynch 
Buster West 


(20) 
Meyers, Lubow & R 
Raymond Baird 
R Sedley & Co 
Loring Smith & Co 


Keith’s (27) 
Gilbert Bros 
Jarvis & Harrison 
Olsen & Johnson 


4 Ortons 

Sybil Vane 

Teck Murdock & Co 

Harry Fox & Co 

Curtis-Wright Bd 
CLEVELAND 
Palace (27) 

Bert Nagle & 

Sybil Vane 

Granville & Edw'ds 


Duncan Sis 
Sam Linfield 


(20) 

Daro & Costa Co 
Walter Wahl 
B Kelly & Co 
Irene Bordoni 
Eddie Borden & Co 

105th St. (27) 
Harum & Scarum 
Ruth Ford 
The Ingenues 
(Two to bY 


(20) 
Worthy & Thom's’n 
Jack Usher 
Peter Higgins 
Maurice Colleano 
(One to fill) 

DALLAS 
Keith’s (27) 
Flo Maro 
Gracie Barry 
trace & M Eline 
B Egan & Redh'ds 
(20) 


Geo Andree 

Baby Rose Marie 

Lander Bros 

Palm Beach Nights 
FORT WORTH 

Keith’s (27) 

Gaynor & Byron. 

H Foster Welch 

Carroli & Lewis 

H Carroll Rey 


Flo Mayo 

Gracie Barry » 

Grace & M Eline 

Babe Egan 

HAMILTON, CAN. 
Keith’s (27) 

A Petley & Co 

Russell & Marconi 

Kane & Ellis 

Lee Gail Ensemble 

Johnny Burke 


(20) 
Amac 
Mills & Shea 
Irving Edwards & 
20 Century Rev 
(One to fill) 
HOUSTON 
Keith’s (27) 
Enos Frazere 
Zelda Stanley 
Ann Pritchard 
Eddie Nelson 
(20) 
De Toregos 
Boyd Senter 
Ken Christy 
IFrrank Gaby 
KANSAS 
Mainstreet (27) 
Maxine & Bobby 
Edith Bow 
Ed & Tom Hickey 
Wu & S'b't 


Bob Ripa 
Kerr & Ensign 
Bob Murphy 
RKO Discoveries 

LONG BEACH 

State (27) 
Luster Bros 
Burke & Durkin 
Milton Berle & Co 
(One to fill) 
(20 


Samaroff & Sunia 

Ted & Al Waldman 

Marty May 

12 O'Clock Rev 
LOS ANGELES 


Larry Rich & Ce 
Evening Stars 

2d half (24-30) 
Agemos 
Jazzlips Rich’son 
Rise of Goldbergs 
Helen Lynd 
Mitzi Royal Danc's 

PORTLAND 

Orpheum (27) 
Dezzo Retter 
Carlton & Bellew 
Count Bernivici Co 
(One to 


Larimer & Hudson 

J Carr 

Chain & Conroy 

Seeley & Fields 
ROCHESTER 
Palace (27) 

N Lockford & Co 

Rita Burgess Gould 

Britt Gould 

Chris Charlton 

(20) 


Harum & Scarum 
Ruth Ford 


TORONTO 
Imperial (27) 

Lady Alice’s Pets 
Bernard & Henri 
Chas T Aldrich 
Jack Waldron 
Yale Collegians . 
20) 


Falls Reading & B 
Foster Fagan & C’'x 
Edgar Bergen & Co 
Ken Murray & 

Charlestons 


eith’s 

1st half (27-30) 
Belleclaire Bros 
Joe Besser & Co 
Larry Rich & Co . 
(One to fill) 

2nd half (1-3). 
Nash & Fately 
Carl Freed & Co 
(Two to fill) 

2nd half (24-26) 
Spirals 
Ryan & Noblette 
Kajiyama ‘ 


EXCLUSIVELY DESIGNED 
GARMENTS FOR GENTLEMEN 


1632 B’way, at 50th St., N. Y. City 


Ingenues 
(One to fill) 


SALT LAKE CITY 
Orpheum (27) 
Har, Swan & Luc’le 
La Marr & Boyce 

Scooter Lowry 
Cc Withers Opr'y 


(20) 
Will Higgie & Girls 
Milo 
W Walters & Co 
Butler & Santos 


SAN ANTONIO 
Keith’s (27) 
G Andree & Co 
Baby Rose Marie 
Lander Bros 
Palm Beach Nights 
(20) 


Enos Frazere 
Zelda Santley 

Ann Pritchard 
Eddie Ne!son 

SAN FRANCISCO 
Golden Gate (27) 
Alice & S Lamont 
Fleurette Jeoffrie 


La Belle Pola 
Evans & Wolfe 
Maddock & Clark 
Sig Friscoe 


SCHENECTADY 
Keith’s 
ist half (27-30) 


The Agemos 
Jean Bobbie 
Great Rolle 
(Two to fill) 

Ist half (1-3) 
Fred Craig Jr 
C Francis & Co 
Lewis & Dody 
M Wilkins & Co 
2nd half (24-26) 
Pete & F Trado 
Southern Gaieties 
Claude De Carr Co 
(One to fill) 

EATTLE 

Orpheum (27) 
Sandy Lang 
Honey Boys 
Randall & Watson 
Bob Robison 

(20) 

Dezzo Retter 
Carlton & Bellew 


& Jo 


Pat Henning 
TROY 
Keith's 

Ist half (27-36) 

Carl Francis & Co 

Lewis & Dody : 

M Wilkins & Co 

(Two to fill) 

2nd half (1-3) 

The Agéemos 

Jean, Bobbie & Jo 

Ardine & Tyrell 

(One to fill) 

2nd half (24-26) 

Margie Coates 

McKay & Ardine 

Sax-o-peals 

(One to fill) 


UNION HILL 


Capitol 
1st half (27-30) 
Spirals 
Kelso Bros Rev 
(Three to fill) 
2nd half (1-3) 
Belleclaire Bros 
Ngaire & Tointon 
Billy Champ & Co 
Jazzlips Rich'son 
Glad Rags 
2nd half (24-26) 
Eddie Nelson 
Sol Gould & Co 
Sailorettes 
Hubert Kinney Co 
VANCOUVER 
Orpheum (27) 
4 Peaches & A Jay 
Johnny Hyman 
Joe E Howard 
McLallen & Sarah 
(20) 


Sandy Lang 
Honey Boys 
Randall & Watson 
Bob Robison 
WHITE PLAINS 
Keith’s 
Ist half (27-30) 
A Kaufman & Girls 
Vic Oliver & Co 
Chas Melson 
(Two to fill) 
2nd half (1-3) 
A Kaufman & Girls 
Ray Huling & Seal 
Chas Melson 
(Two to fill) 
2nd half (24-26) 
A Kaufman & Co 
3 Dancing Dollies 
Fredericks & Bart 


Picture Theatres 


NEW YORK CITY 
Capitel (19) 
“Royal Revels” 
Cliff Edwards 
Ben 
Fort’lo & Cirillino 
Albertina Vitak 
Margie Greene 
Chester Hale Girls 
Capitolians 
“Dough Boys” 
Paramount (19) 


“Black & Silver” 
Ted Mack 
Seed & Austin 
Lyda Roberti 
Electa Havel 
Mulroy, McNeece, R 
Gluck-Sandor Girls 
Jesse Crawford 
“The Spoilers” 
Roxy (19) 
Cella Branz 
Josef Stopak 
Maurice Baron 
Mischa Violin 
Joseph Littau 
Entire Ensemble 
‘Quiet on W Front’ 
BROOKLYN 
Fox (19) 
“Gyp, Gyp, Gypsy" 
Frankie Jenks 
Jean Alexandrea 
Ron & Don 
Caligary Bros 
George Prize 
Jack Viaskin 
16 Sunkist Beaut’s 
“Last of Duanes” 
Paramount (19) 
‘Neptune's Festival’ 
Rudy Vallee 
Freda & Palace 
Chilton & Thomas 
The Morgan 3 
F Evans Mermaids 
Earl & Elsie 
“The Spoilers” 
CHICAGO, ILL, 
Chicago (19) 
“Okay Oakie” 


| Lambert Ballet 

“Common Clay” 
Uptown (19) 

“Gingersnaps” 

Al Kvale 

Rome & Gaut 

Harrington Sis 

Dick & E Barstow 

Gamby Girls 

“Common Clay” 


BOSTON 
Met repolitan (20) 


Ross & Edwards 
Roma Bros 
Jerry Coe 
Lillian Shade 
Foster Girls 
“Old English” 
BUFFALO 
Buffalo (20) 
“High Speed” 
Eddie Stanley 
Wilbur Hall 
Deno & Rochelle 
Blue Steppers 
Virginia Ray 
Dave Gouid Girls 
“Follow Thru” 
Hippodrome (20) 
Ledova 
Jack Waldron 
Chas T Aldrich 
Lady Alice Pets 
8 Harlem Singers 
Rae Bonstine 
Jack Oberman 
Ivan Luttman 
“The Sea God” 
CLEVELAND 
State (20) 
“Undersea” 
Bel'e Baker 
Ray Collins 
Cc J Lindeman 
Raye & Ellis 
La Rue 
35 Mermaids 
Dick Liebert 
“Anybody’s War" 
NEW HAVEN 
Fox-Poli (20) 
“Milky Way” 


Barney's Back 


OFFICIAL DENTIST TO THE N. V, A. 


DR. JULIAN SIEGEL 


1560 BROADWAY 
This Week: Victor Morley, John T. Doyle 


Al Evans Bd 
Jack Oakie 
Talent & Merit 
Kanzamowa Tr 
“Love in Rough” 


Marbro (19) 
“Hotter N’ Hot” 
Benny Meroft Bd 
Lillian Roth 
Felovis 
Tony Francisco 
Lambert Ballet 
“Sap from Syr'se”’ 

Oriental (19) 
“Forward March” 
Harry Rose Bd 
Nina Olivette 
Dalton & Drag 
C Strong & Ba 
Jimmy McCarthy 
Eddie Michaels 
Malcolm Massey . 
“Sea God” 

Paradise (19) 
“Moonbeams” 
Mark Fisher Bd 
Eddie Lambert 
Dorothea Berke 
Leon Barte 
Ashley Paige 
M Wynne & Buddy 
Senorita Carita 
D Berke Girls 
“Common Clay” 


Luster Bros 
Burke & Durkin 
Milton Berle & Co 
(One to fill) 


MINNEAPOLIS 


Orpheum (27) 
Meyers Lubow & R 
Raymond Baird 
Loring Smith & Co 
Roy Sedley & Co 


Archie & G Falls 
Rome & 
Vercelle Sis 

Joe Marks 


NEW ORLEANS 
Keith’s (26) 
De Torregoes 
Boyd Senter 
Kenn Christy 
Frank Gaby 
(19) 
W L S Showboat 
Roth & Shay 
(Others to fill) 
OAKLAND 
Orpheum (27) 
La Belle Pola 
Evans & Wolfe 
Maddock & Clark 
Sig Friscoe 


Berkoffs 

Don Galvan 
Any Family 
Bert Hanlon 


OKLA, CITY 
Keith’s (27) 
L Osborne & Chico 
Geraldine & Joa 
Tom & R Romaine 
Harry Holmes 
(20) 


Gaynor & Byron 
H Foster Welch 
Carroli & Lewis 
H Carroll Rev 


OMAHA 
Orpheum (27) 
W Higgie & Girls 

Milo 
Walter Walters 
Roxy's Gang 


(20) 
Maxine & Bobby 
Edith Bow 
Ea & Tom Hickey 
Wu Chinese Sh’b’t 
PATERSON 
Keith’s 
ist half (27-30) 
A Pennington & Co 
Montrose & Rey’lds 
Carl Freed & Co 
(Two to fill) 
2nd half (i-3) 


8 P & M Morton 


Kerr & Ensign 
Bob Murphy 
RKO Discoveries 


ST. PAUL 
Orpheum (27) 
A & Gertie Falls 
Rome & Duna 
Vercelle Sis 


Kitaros 

Eva Clark 

Jack & K Spangler 
Jack Osterman 


SYRACUSE 
Kelith’s (27) 
Wilfred DuBois 
Lubin, Lowry & A 
Impromptu Rev 
Hal Jerome 
(20) 
N Lockford & Co 
Rita Burgess Gould 
Britt Wood 
Chris Chariton 
TOLEDO 
Riveli (27) 
R Olsen & Girls 
Jack Major 
Pop Cameron & Co 


Jack & K Spangler 
Jack Osterman 


(20) 
Paul Remos & Co 
Small & Mays 
Joe Young 
Bomby & Gang 
YONKERS 
Keith’s 
ist half (27-30) 
Matsomoto Tr 
Morton & Higgins 
Billy Champ & Co 
Sid Page & Co 
Glad Rags 
2nd half (1-3) 
Allman & Nalle 
Rise of Goldbergs 
Edith Karen & Co 
(Two to fill) 
2nd half (24-26) 
Norvelle Bros 
Wm Edmonds Co 
Willie Solar 
Calif Peaches 
Donovan G's & Bis’p 
YOUNGSTOWN 
Keith’s (27) 
N Arnaut & Bro 
Irvin O’Dunne 
Brox Sis 


Norton & Haley 
Purple west 


Ford ,& Price 
Zelaya 

Buster West 

Keller Sis & Lynch 
Glenn & Jenkins 


Joe Browning 
Diamond Boys 


(20) 
Marle Blank & Co 
Lucille Sis 
Bob Hall 
Art Frank & Co 
(One to fill) 


Western R-K-0 


lst half (28-30) 
Carr Lyna 
A Nite in Miami 
(Two to fill) 

2nd halt (1-4) 
Miacahua 
Toby Wilson & Co 
Frank Devoe 


(One te Ally 


CHICAGO, ILL, 


lewood 

lst half (28-30) 
F Ladent & Co 
Rajah Ben Al 
H Naurot & Boys 
(Two te fill) 

halt (1-6) 

Lelands 


R-K-O (27) Count Bernivici Co | Gordon & Walker Tivoli (19) 
Berkoffs (One to fill) Chas Melson “Autumn Fancies” 
JACK L. LIPSHUTZ 
JACK L. LIPSHUT 
NHATT 
159 West 47th St. 
st. TAILOR, 908 Walnut St., Phila. 
Don Galvan 8ST. LOUIS WINNIPEG F Masters Bd 
(20) Bob Ripa Eva Clark Dorothy Bowen 


Stone & Lee 
Bert Faye 
Steve Moroni 
Joe Clifford 
Noree 
“Rain or Shine” 
PHILADELPHIA 
Earle (20) 
(Others to fill) 
“Sailor Behave" 
Mastbaum (20) 
Joe E Brown 
Gene Morgan 
(Others to fill) 
“Little Accident” 


PITTSBURGH 


Enright (20) 
“Revue in Blue’ 
Dick Powell 
Val & Stanton 
Milton Slosser 
(Others to fill) 
“Big Boy” 

Penn (20) 
“Frozen Kapers” 
Bert Frohman 
Cy Landry 
Les Chezzis 
Hilliard Triplets 
Wilson 
Chester Hale Girls 
Oscar 
“Follow Thru” 

Stanley (20) 
“Clicked” 

Ed Lowry 

Slim Timblin Co 
(Others to fill) 
“Office Wife’’ 


PROVIDENCE 
Fays (20) 
Clemons Belling Co 

3 LeGrohs 

Rolle Wonder Mi'’ts 
Laura May 

5 Harmoniacs 
Davenport Co 
“The Bad Man” 


DAVENPORT, IA. 
Capitol 
Ist half (28-30) 
Chas Brugge 
Davis & McCarthy 
Wilson Bros 
2nd half (1-4) 
Carr Lynn 
A Nite in Miami 
(One to fill) 
DES MOINES, IA. 
Orpheum 
ist half (28-30) 
Toby Wilson & Co 
Frank Devoe 
Miacahua 
ATwo to fill) 
2nd half (1-4) 
Gray Family 
Dotson 
Uarrison & Dakin 
Owen McGiveney 
GRAND RAPIDS 
Regent 
Ist half (28-30) 
Bob & M Dupont 
Paxton 
Evans & Mayer 
Robinson & Dewitt 
2nd half (1-4) 
Dora Early & Co 
Broadway Flashes 
(Two to fill) 
INDIANAPOLIS, 
Lyric (27) 
Loomis 2 
Howard's Spectacle 
(Others to fill) 
LINCOLN, NEB. 
Stuart (29) 
Butler & Santos Rv 
(Others to fill) 
MADISON, WIS. 


Orpheum 
lst half (28-30) 
6 Galenos 
Murray & Allan 
Rogers & Wyna 


2nd half (1-4) 
Cook Sis 
Tracey & Hay 
Stev Nelson & Stev 
MEMPHIS, TENN. 

Orpheum (27) 
Kohn & Depinto 
Tinova & B'koff Co 
(Two to fill) 


MILWAUKEE 
Riverside (27) 
Loma Worth 
Spirit of Unc Tom 
Bob Hope 
Bee Hee & Rub’te 
(One to filly 
ROCKFORD, ILL. 
1st (28-30) 


Palace 
half 

J & Haze! Kennedy 

Ruiz & Bonita 

(Two te fill) 

2nd half (1-4) 

6 Galenos 

Murray & Allan 

Rogers & Wynn 

(One to fill) 

SIOUX CITY, IA. 
Orpheum 

ist half (27-29) 

Marie Sweeney 

Dotson 

Gray Family 

Harrison & Dakin 

Owen McGiveney 

SO. BEND, IND. 


Palace 

Ist half (28-30) 
Cook Sis 
Tracey & Hay 
Stev Nelson & Stev 
M Parti & Girls 
2nd half (1-4) 
B & M Dupont 
Evans & Mayer 
Robinson & Dewitt 
(One to fill) 


Loew 


NEW YORK CITY 
Boulevard 

ist half (27-30) 

Baker-Dovs & Al'n 

3 McCann Sis 

Will J Ward 


Melody Parade 
to 


Hall & Dexter 
Mitzi Royal Dan's 
Brems-Fitz 
Murphy Bros 


coln 8a. 
Ist half (27-30) 
Rector & Doreea 
IAllian Dawson 
Val Harris & Ce 
Demarest & Drot't 


F Mastera & Ge 


2nd half (1-3) 
Serge Flash 
Furman-Sharkey, L 
DeMarr & Lester 
Francis & Wali 
San Domingo Ser's 

Nationa 
Ist half (27-30) 
France & LaPell 
Donovan Sis & B 
Ed Ford & Whitey 
3 Gobs 
Santo Domingo Ser 

2nd half (1-3) 
2 Kentuckians 
Conchi & Co 
A Reynolds & Co 
Walsh & Clark 
Lola Brava & Co 

Orpheum 
Ist half (27-30) 
Coscia & Verdi 
Roye & Maye Rev 


Brems-Fitz & M 


(Two to fill) 


Lafayette & 
Max & Co Lav 
Gold & Ray 
(One to fill) 
Bay Ridge 
1st half (27-30) 
Andre-F & Brod’ ich 
F D'Amore & Co 
Howland & Leon'ra 
Al Lynn & Music M 
(One to fill) 
2nd half (1-3) 
Jordan & Grace 
A Ball & Co 
Poor Old Jim Co 
& Davis 
snow & RB'way 
oston 
Loew's (27) 
Trudina & Co 
Tom Wilson 
Geo Niblo & Co 
Flo Lewis & Co 
Tom Brown & 


Brown Bros 


UNIQUE 


REAL RHYTHM 


DISPENSED DAILY 
TYING 


BY 
JACK POWELL’S 
SPECIALTY 


Dir.: LEDDY & SMITH 


Br 


- - 


2nd half (1-3) 
Romas Tr 
Freeman-Rus & M 
Will Aubrey 
Mann-RPrad & VanA 
Al K Hall & Co 

Paradise (27) 
Ben Blue 
Albertina Vitak 
Fortunello & Cir’no 
Margie Green 
(One to 

State (27) 
Walter Nillson 
Lynn Cantor & Co 
Collins & Petersen 
Alex Hyde & Mel M 

BROOKLYN 

Gates Ave. 

Ist haif (27-30) 
4 Polos 

Conchi & Co 
Rucker & Perrin 
Stan Stanley & Co 
Lola Brava & Co 

2nd half (1-3) 
Chevalier Bros 
3 McCann Sis 
Flo Ames & Co 
Alton & Wilson 
Blue Ridge Ramb’s 
Metropolitan (27) 
Lester-Irving 3 
Oscar Lorraine 
D Schooler Unit 
(Others to fill) 

Loew's 46th St. 
lst half (27-30) 
Zelda Bros 
Lamley & Bernie 
Frances & Wally 
Dodge Twins & Co 
(One to fill) 

2nd half (1-3) 
Willie Mauss 
Mary Marlowe 
Thank You Dr Co 
Mell Klee 
Leonore's Jewels 


Pitkin 

ist half (27-30) 
4 Cirillo Bros 
Al Herman 
Don Lee & Louise 
Al K Hall & Co 
(One to fill) 

2nd haff (1-3) 
Ed Ford & Whtey 
Lillian Morton 
Wm & Joe Mandel 
(Two to fill) 

Valencia (27) 


Ted Claire 


CAPITOTI, 
Loew’s (27) 
Al Jolson 
(Others -to fill) 
CLEVELAND 
Granada (27) 
Bert Frohman 
Les Ghezzis 
Cy Landry 
Hilliard Triplets 
Crystal 3 
Cliff Edwards. 
COLUMBUS_ 
Loew’s (27) 
Raye-Eilis & LaR 
Ray Collins 
C J Lindemann 
(Two te fill) ¥ 
HOUSTON 
Loew’s (27)' 
Ora & Co 
Snapshots 
Harry Hines 
Porcelain Romaince 
(One to fill) 
JERSEY CITY 
Loew's (27) 
Ray Teal 
Runaway 4 
Tito Coral 
Ida Shibley 
(One to fill) 
MEMPHIS 
Loew’s (27) 
Dixon-Riggs 3 
Judson Cole 
(Others to fill) 
PITTSBURGH 
Loew’s (27 
Wesley Eddy 
F Sylvester & Co 
Geraldine 
6 Crackerjacks 
Muriel Buck 
TORONTO 
Loew's (27) 
Gautier’s Toy Shop 
Primrose Seamon 
F Ardell & Co 
Dave Vine 
Swan & Lewis Rev 
YONKERS 


Loew's 
ist half (27-30) 
Willie Mauss 
Kemper & Jeannie 
Bob La Salle & Co 
(Two to fill) 
2nd half (1-3) 
Baker-Dove & Al's 
Will J Ward 
Sol Gould & Co 
Don Lee & Louise 
(One to fill) 


Fanchon & Marco 


ATLANTA, GA, 


Fox (27) 
“B'way Venuses” 
Mel Klee 


16 N Y B Winners 
Aerial Bartletts 
Wells & Winthrop 
Freda Sullivan 
BRIDGEPORT 
Palace (27) 
Noree 
Stone & Lee 
Bert Faye 
Warde & Mon’mery 
Steve Moroni 
Joe Clifford 
BROOKLYN, N 
Fox (27) 
“Miniature” 
Singer's Midgets 
CHICAGO 
Capitol (26) 
“Country Club” 
Leonora Cori 
Masters & Grayce 
Ray Samuels 
Louise & Mitchell 
DETROIT 
Fox (26) 
“Romance” 
Castleton & Mack 
Myrtle Gordon 
Flo & Ol Walters 


Robert Cloy 


HOLLYWoOoD 

Pantages (25) 
“New Yorker” 
Jackson & Callahan 
Muriel Stryker 
Marjorie Burke 
(One to fill) 


JOLIET, ILL. 
Rialto (29) 
“Seeing Double” 
Stroud Twins 
Connor Twins 
Miller Twins 
Elca Twins 
Clute, Falls, Nolay, 
Holly, Maltby, St 
John, Parker T'ns 
KANSAS CITY 
Pantages (26) 
‘Idea in Blue” 
Renoff & Renova 
Mitzi Mayfair 
Bob Brandies 
Webster & Maring 
(One to fill) 
LONG BEACH 
West Coast (25-28) 
“American Beauty” 
Miss Universe 
Lioyd & Brice 
Huff & Huff 
Toots Novelle 
Sunkist Beauties 


VIOLET 


1560 Bway, N. Y. 


Carlson and Stamper 


Proctor’s 58th St. (Now) 
Dir. BLONDELL & MACK 


DAVE 


Bryant 2332 


Mary Price 
3 Bricktops 
FRESNO 
Wilson (25) 
“Rhythm-a-Tice” 
Harry Kahne 
Jean McDonald 
Mel Elmwood 
Charlies Carver 
Georgia Lane Dan's 
DENVER, COLO. 
Grand (25) 
“Victor Herbert” 
Buddy Howe 
Walter Powell 
Biectric 2 
V Herbert 4 
HARTFORD 
Capitol (25) 
“Box o’ Candy” 
Lynn Cowan 
Jones & Hull 


Reeves & Leu 
Marte, Irene & Luc’ 


LOS ANGELES 
State (25) 
“Sea Sirene” 
Lottie Mayer 
Frank Stever 
Bob & J Crosby 
Ed Cheney | 
Sunkist Beauties 
MILWAUKEE 
Wisconsin (26) 


“Hol’wood Col'g' 
Miss Tut Mace 
Dorothy Crooker 
Guy Buck 
Ted Leford 
NEW HAVEN 
Palace (27) 
“Good Fellows” 
Lucille Page 
Bud Averill 
Seven & Eliven 
Helen Burkes 


«Continued on page 71) 
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Around Hollywood 


By Grace Green 


Hollywood, Sept. 20. 

To those who may have heard 
about the gorgeous and beautifully 
furnished apartments and homes 
which are supposedly to be had at 
most reasonable rentals, out here, 
Jet them forget it if intending to 
come out here. You get little extra 
for your money, despite all the 
spacious rea! estate hereabouts. 

You get the garage extra. That’s 
a necessity here, as is the two-car 
problem for almost any couple if 
you're living in Beverly Hills or at 
a distance from the heart of Holly- 
wood. And if there are children, it 
means more than two cars, 

Apartment hunting is even a 

greater disappointment. While the 
houses—to the easterners—are cute 
and quite atmospheric with all that 
Spanish scenery, patios, balconies, 
etc., their furnishings are disgrace- 
ful. Everything looks like install- 
ments. All alike; screeching reds 
and greens Locating something 
truly tasteful is no small assign- 
ment. 
. A really nice place can’t be had 
for. under $200 a month and that’s 
a concession if you promise (and 
they believe you) that you'll stay 
for a long time. But who can tell 
in Hollywood? Frankly, the rent- 
ing people say they don’t take stock 
in leases as they’re not worth the 
paper written on, especially if pro- 
fessional people are concerned. 

It was these people coming out 
under short term contracts who 
sky-rocketed the rents so. that a 
“single” cannot be had under $150 
and a decent “double” sells at $200 
. to $259, where formerly—so they say 
‘—the rents were aimost ridiculously 
low. 

This was until last spring when 
the gold rush was at its height and 
‘and the women gushed “how darl- 
ing” or “how reasonable.” Making 
the landlords get wise. Then too 
the wear and tear, especially from 
the Broadway bunch, became a fac- 
tor. 


The Hollywood Swim 


To be in the swim in Hollywood 
one has to become a fiend for 
bridge, play at golf, go in for teas 
and be capable of gossiping and 
Jistening to gossip. 
“Playing bridge with the crowd 
means high stakes and almost in- 
evitably losing a bankroll, unless 
you are a champ player. 

Being a member of the golf club 
costs a small fortune for your mem- 
bership card, besides guest fees, 
luncheons and what have you, 

Talking and gossiping takes up 
entirely too much energy for the 
average newly arrived New Yorker. 
This climate devitalizes one just as 
a tropical country does, It takes 
three or four months for a person 
to .become acclimated; until then 
the more sleep they get the. better 
they like it. 


All shoppes are showing belted 
dresses, suits and coats. It seems as 
if entire Hollywood has gone belt 


buggy. Judging from those in the 
smartest stores, one wonders why 
belts? In most cases they detract 


and not add even to the snappiest 
ensembles. 


Keeping 'Em Broke 


Bess Schlank’s or Magnin’s, the 
supposedly tres chic ladies apparel 
shoppes here (to have either label 
in a garment in Hollywood is like 
having a Lanvin, Patou, Vionnet 
or Augustus-Bernard’s in Paris) dis- 
played a few, not so forte, fall styles. 
And what sky-reaching prices. 

Contract or no contract, wives, 
mothers and sweethearts seem to 
go berserk out here and squander 
every incoming dollar. Nine chances 
out of ten they go back flatter than 
when they came. 

At one of the aforementioned 
Places, the evening gowns were 
modeled by beaut mannequins and 
that adds to the cost. But it is a 
little too much when prices start at 
$150 and continue up to $750 and 
Perhaps again that amount, if ye 


stylist hasn’t become slightly bored. 


and scrammed. - All of which is 


(Continued on page 53) 


180 Dance Schools, 
But No Students, 
Another Coast Sob 


Los Angeles, Sept. 23. 

When production of musical talk- 
ers was at its height there were 110 
dancing schools operating in and 
around Los Angeles. All were bally- 
ing the opportunities in pictures for 
hoofers. With musicals out and 
most studios dropping their perma- 
nent chorus lines, 30 of the schools 
have closed and at least half of 
those still open are just about get- 
ting “nut” money. 

Hollywood and L. A. youngsters 
went screwy about tapping, so much 
so that the public schools had to 
order that the youths leave their 
tapping shoes at home. Juveniles 
were tapping out their three R’s in 
the classrooms. 

Hollywood boulevard at one time 
had 35 dance schools in eight 
blocks. ‘Now there are 15. 

Majority of those remaining are 
operated by dance directors who 
made a name in pictures. The 
others still making dough are the 
old line schools operating here for 
years. However, ballet instead of 
tapping is now featured. 

It’s estimated that there are 400 
girls in Hollywood, who were for- 
merly line girls in pictures, trying 
to figure out why they took up 
chorus: work. 

When the call went out for 
dancers for a new musical now be- 
ing produced at the Mayan theatre, 
300 girls were waiting for the doors 
to open the following day. Thirty 
were picked. While 300 isn’t a 
startling number, it would have 
been impossible to gather together 
30 dancing girls in the entire L. A. 
County two years ago. 


Girl in Coma Found in 
Iceland—Later Dies 


Detectives of the West 47th street 
station spent a few hectic hours 
following the finding of Helen Mar-~ 
tine, 23, stenographer, in a coma 
in the women’s rest room at Iceland, 
on West 52nd street. Miss Martine 
had hér ice skates on when discov- 
ered by an attendant. The door to 
the compartment was locked. 

Attendants opened the door and 
rushed the young woman to Roose- 
velt Hospital, where for many hours 
the doctors were unable to diagnose 
her ailment. She expired after ten 
hours and her body was removed to 
Bellevue morgue. 

Dr. Thomas Gonzales performed 
an autopsy and stated that the 
skater had died from a cerebral 
hemorrhage. She had suffered no 
fall and friends were amazed when 
they learned of her death. 

Miss Martine was tall and slender. 
She was attired in red. She wore 
a red beret, red skirt and red jacket. 
There was nothing on her to make 
an identification. 

She had lived at the Gould Housé, 
Brooklyn Y. W. C. A.. A chum 
missed her and notified the police. 
The identification followed. Miss 
Martine’s home was in Ontario, Can. 
She came from an excellent family. 


Chi’s 6th Race Track 


Chicago, Sept. 23. 

Glenview Turf and Field Club 
when opening next year will be “he 
sixth race track in the environs of 
Chicago. As with most of the other 
tracks this. one is a promotion of 
Tom Bourke, one of the town’s 
celebs. . 

New oval is 15 miles from the 
loop, the nearest of all the tracks 
except Hawthorne. There will be a 
polo field in connection. 


SARTORI’S PRIVILEGE 
Paris, Sept. 13. 
The privilege of running the Aix- 
les-Bains Casino has been given by 
that city for 20 years to Tullio Sar- 
-tori. 
He has been the holder of the 
privilege for three years. 


MERICA COOLING OFF 


FAMILY PARLOR 


Business Depression Helps 
Homes, Ice Cream and 
Nerves — Nation Taking 
Vacation 


QUIET TEMPO 


Chicago, Sept. 23 
America is cooling off. One year 
of business depression has accom- 
plished what nine years of Prohib- 
ition failed to do. 


It has sent America back to the 
family parlor, ice cream, and a re- 
laxed old fashioned social calendar. 

America is again playing par- 
cheesi and dominoes. 

With most people obliged to give 
heed to the pocketbook, the job and 
the savings account, a perceptible 
slowing down in the whole tempo 
of American life has been noted by 
such astute pulse-readers as the 
National. Broadcasting Co. 

Musically NBC is now entirely 
devoted to a policy of quiet. Muted 
trumpets, guitars instead of banjos, 
aito clarinets instead of saxes, vio- 
lins instead of brass and a frequent 


NBC through its contaets with na- 
tional advertisers is constantly 
seeking to discover and interpret 
the public tastes and officials be- 
lieve a pronounced change in enter- 
tainment. habits and desires has 
followed the business depression 
with its sobering effects. 


Hotsy Totsy Out 


It is pointed out that: in: New 
York and Chicago such nite clubs 
as have survived are the cheap 
price strictly non-alcoholic spots 
with several acres of tables. Speak- 
easies, while still plentiful, are not 
doing 50% their business of a year 
ago. Whole hotsy totsy attitud 
has largely disappeared. 

America is reforming but not be- 
rcause of the reformers. Scotch 
might burn holes in their stomachs, 
atrophy their livers, stunt their 
growth and sacrifice their souls as 
the reformers so graphically pic- 
tured but the Americans were un- 
impressed. 

Stomach, liver, pituitary glands 
and soul couldn’t cool off or slow 
down America. But when the 
paralysis hit the financial nerve 
America saw the light in the cot- 
tage window and returned to the 
family hearthstone. 

Anyhow, temporarily. 


STAG PARTY HOSTESS 
HAS TOO MANY DATES 


Milwaukee, Sept. 23. 


Being the husband of a stag 
party hostess is not the kind of a 


life for him, says Thomas W. 
Brooks, city fireman, who has in- 
stituted suit for divorce against 


Vianna Brooks, known to.the stag 
party as Marjorie Lee. 

Brooks complains that in spite of 
his income as a fireman is sufficient 
for their needs, his wife became the 
manager of a roadhouse shortly 
after their marriage. He asserts 
that she stayed out practically 
every night until four or five in the 
morning, remained in bed all day, 
refusing to get any meals for him, 
and has repeatedly come home un- 
der the influence of liquor, bringing 
some of her girl friends in an 
equally sad state with her. 

In addition to that he alleges Mrs. 
Brooks has been associating with 
other men and accepting gifts from 
them. When he objected to that 
sort of thing she told him to get a 
divorce. 

Loca, authorities arrested the 
stag party hostess last winter fol- 
lowing some nude dancing by some 
of her entertainers at a Whitefish 
Bay stag. Brooks asserts she has 
been called on by the poliee on four 


occasions, 


use of the harp all are typical. | 


Klein, Shubert Lawyer, 
Grand Jury of Crater 
And Girls and Things 


William Klein, Shubert lawyer, 
and friend of the missing Supreme 
Court Justice Joseph F. Crater, was 
called as a witness before the Grand 
Jury, investigating the jurist’s dis- 
appearance, on three different occa- 
sions during the past week. Klein 
is known to have been one of the 
last persons seen in the justice's 
company before he dropped from 
sight Aug. 6. 

It is understood Klein told the 
Crand Jury his relationship with 
Justice Crater and about the vari- 
ous meetings between the two held 
in Broadway restaurants and night 
clubs. 

Monday night Klein was recalled 
by the Grand Jury and asked con- 
cerning the identity of a woman, 
believed to be a Broadway show 
girl, who was with Klein in Haas’ 
restaurant the night Crater disap- 
peared. Crater entered the place 
and was introduced by Klein to the 
woman. Klein says they left the 
place together, but Crater took a 
taxicab at the door and left in it 
alone, 

The Broadway attorney was also 
questioned concerning a_ $5,000 
check he had paid to Crater last 
July. Klein explained that it was 
for professional services the justice 
had rendered him prior to Crater 
going on the bench. 

The Western Union produced two 
telegrams before the Grand Jury, 
but the contents were not made 
known. One was sent by the judge 
to Alice Wood, of Shuberts’ “Artists 
and Models” show in Chicago. 

Up to the present time none of 
the night club girls mentioned 
earlier in the case have appeared 
before the Grand Jury. 


SENTENCED ANYWAY 


Elinor Ball Wouldn’t Press Charge 
Against Pickpocket 


“Your Honor, I wouldn't have it 
on my conscience that I was re- 
sponsible for sending a man to jail 
for life,’ declared Elinor Ball, 23, 
dancer, of 327 West 56th street, to 
Magistrate Maurice Gotlieb in West 
Side Court when she refused to 
sign a full complaint against an 
inveterate pickpocket. 

The Court was somewhat stunned. 
“However, I cannot compel you,” 
asserted Magistrate Gotlieb. The 
Court directed detectives Dan Cam- 
pion and Tom Burke of headquar- 
ters to draft a disorderly conduct 
charge against the defendant and 
imposed an indeterminate sentence 
of from one to three years in the 
workhouse, 

The defendant, Frank Webber, 50, 
homeless and jobless, was released 
from Bellevue Hospital a few days 


ago. He possessed 10 cents. Web- 
ber is diminutive and frail. He 
rifled the purse of the dancer at 


46th street and Broadway and ex- 
tracted $1.25. 


Reach Empire Bldg. Top; 
New Rubberneck Line 


With the raising of the flag on the 
86th floor of the new Empire State 
building at 34th and 6th Ave, New 
York, Friday (19) work started on 
the Tower which will top the 177- 
story building. Temporary eleva- 
tors (two of ’em) will start running 
in the spring to grab the adver- 
tising. 

The Empise State is not going to 
lease the Tower to any outside con- 
cession as Chrysler Building did. 
The Chrysler building has been do- 
ing a land office biz with sightseers 
at 50c a head. 

The Empire State, in which Al 
Smith is personally interested as 
builder, is getting a lot of prestige 
through his personal connection. 
Operating company will operate the 


Tower themselves. 


In 1920 Walter Winchell, Hopeful, 
Wrote Hammy Letter to His Author 


Letters below were written by 
Walter Winchell in 1920 to the late 
Howard Langford, vaudeville sketch 
player and writer, whe appeared 


with Mrs. Langford for many 
years, 
The letters denote a hammy 


streak of the usual kind in Winchell 
at the time when he was trying to 
get out of right field, otherwise 
known as “the No, 2 spot.” He was 
then playing the tanks with a part- 
ner as a vaude act. 

The second letter reveals Win- 
chell’s ambitions of 10 yéars ago, 
long before a Macfadden ‘ever 
thought of a New York yellow tab- 
loid paper, such as “The Graphic.” 
Winchell passed to that tab from 
the “Vaudeville News.” The iatter 
weekly suspended some time ago, 
Winchell left “The Graphic” for the 
New York “Daily Mirror.” 

Winchell’s first letter, on the let« 
terhead cf the Marion Roe Hotel, 
St. Louis, says: 

St. Louis, Oct. 22, 1920. 
My dear Howard: 

Your special letter, also script, to 
hand this morning. Am enclosing 
herewith signed agreement. Note 
that you have injected new bits into 
the act. But you neglected to send 
on the funny bits you told me 
about, namely the Speedometer gag, 
Please send it to me, Howie, in casa 
I want to dish any bits that brodie, 
savvy? You make mention that I 
should ask you anything about the 
act and you will be glad to tell 
me, 

Forgotten Gags 


All right then, send me any bits or 
gags you think are funny or will fit 
the dialogue. I realize this act must 
be delivered in a kidding way and 
must not be taken seriously. Is that 
right? That’s my conception of it 
By the way, you neglected to inject 
into the talk the stuff regarding the 
“try some of our 80c alarm clocks” 
hitting the old man on the "head 
with one and he never will wake 
up, ete., etc. I can see that me 
not being by your side, you forgot 
some of the stuff you spoke of while 
in Dallas. Don’t misconstrue me, 
we like the script very much and 
will put it on after we have a couple 
of weeks’ rest. 

I am just writing you this stuff 
because you say you are anxious to 
help us ih every way. I believe that 
gag down at the finish regarding 
“disaster” is sure-fire. Send more 
of ’em, will you please? 

Now after that, what kind of a 
dance would you advise? I believe 
you promised us that match song, 
“you strike me and I'll strike you,” 
etc., remember? 


Dancing 
Personally I believe if we do a 
little dancing we are in a better 


chance to get away from No. 2 spots, 
What say? I also note you digging 
up that gag about the man on the 
horse (that at one time was sure a 
risque gag when it was told the 
right way). I had to laff when I 
read it, thinking how you could dig 
them up so far back, 

Explain to me this, Howard—do I 
exit after the song and dance seque 
or what? You didn’t make that 
clear. See, that’s the trouble of not 
being near you. When you write me 
again state it all, eh? 

We have every confidence in you 
and the act you have sent us, I feel 


that it fits us perfectly and 
we should have a good break 
with it. That’s just how con- 


fident I am. And your terms are 
wonderful. I want to thank you 
much for being so just. By the way, 
Howard, will you do as you sald re- 
garding sending me a letter of ine 
troduction to Bentham? 

The Column 


I hive decided to not write the 
column while resting up or putting 
on my new act. Did you get the 
issue where I had your gag in same? 
I am sending one to you by this 
mail. I also had an item about you 
losing six balls in the lake. About a 
week from now send a letter to the 
editor of the “News” (“Vaudeville 
News”) asking why M. T’s are not 
running. In this way mebbe he will 


think it is valuable to the sheet and 
(Continued on page 
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52 VARIETY 


TIMES SQUARE 


Wednesday, September 24, 1930 


Broadway Chatter 


Sam Warshawsky flu-ey. 

Bob Milford's dog bit him. 

Irene Del Roy collects pistols. 

Marie Hartman trying out a new 
act. 

Al Friedman's gags getting ter- 
ribie. 

Now using crooked plumb lines on 
B'way. 

Terry Rotsford is opening a spot 
in east forties. 

Bill Perlberg, coast agent, breezed 
in yesterday (23). 

Celluloid false teeth coming back 
as parlor laugh-getters. 

Borrah Minnevitch wears a beret 
with a biue business suit. 

Laura Wilck has a split lip, with 
Lya dePutti mentioned, too. 

June Day lost her press book. 
Offers a reward to the finder. 

New definition of a vagabond 
lover is not for sensitive ears. 

Sam Tishman and _sis-in-law, 
Zelma O'Neal, no mad no more. 

Second anniversary mass for Jack 
Conway (“Variety”) at St. Ma- 
lachy’s Oct. 2, 19 a. m. 

Violet Carlson and Dave Stamper 
have opened in their new act for 
R-K-O. 

Jack Curtis is back from his sur- 
vey of Europe. Not telling what he 
surveyed. 

Murray Waxman joined the Vil- 
lage Grove Nut Club Saturday. An- 
other Nut. 

Ben Blue, Joe Lewis and the Ritz 
Bros. dropped plans for their own 
night club. 

Although 20 years out of the Aus- 
trian cavalry, Joe Freiberg still 
clicks his heels. 

Bert Lawrence to buy car and live 
home in Bronx for same cost as 
hotel rent downtown. 

It’s Louis Sobol’s idea that Car- 
roll’s “Vanities” might be called 
“The Bridge of Thighs.” 

* William Soskin, “Evening Post's” 
book critic, threw a party for Lynn 
Riggs, author, last week. 

Ted Husing, mike announcer, has 
had his name legally changed from 
Edward to the shorter one. 

Philip Gerton angel for “With 
Privileges” and still has faith in it. 
Gerton is in the glove trade. 

Things so tough out Flushing 
way Bish Ed Lenihan thinking of 


. two-for-one-’ing confessions. 


Upon arriving in Hollywood Joe 
Johnson (Fox) received a new auto 
from his friends in New York. 

William Ritter, agent with the 
Harry Krivit office, lost an arm in 
an uptown New York auto accident 
Sept. 16. 

Betting frat figuring B’klyn to 
crack, Cards to win and Cubs in the 
middle with a game either side. 
Giants out. 

Vivian Carmody now at the Nut 
Club, that crazier than ever night 
place in the Village, and doing a 
smash biz. 

“Strictly Dishonorable” sent 
around birthday cakes in boxes for 
its first run anniversary. Good, too, 
cake and show. 

Tess yardella (Aunt Jemima) 

(Continued on page 70) 


Chatter in Loop 


Leo Keisskopf has switched ste- 
nogs. 
Joe Marks has swell new den- 
tistry. 
Stage-door Johnnies again at the 
Grand. 
Al Zimmey’'s right label is Zim- 
merman, 
Phone at the Actors Union dis- 
connected. 
Sam Gerson and J. J. Garrity deny 
everything. 
Seymour Shapiro is a hound for 
gum-drops. 
If it matters, Mae West carmines 
her toenails. 
All the drinkers sick. 
of bad liquor. 
Louis Lipstone wears a green hat 
with a swagger. 
4You can now buy English rum 
toffey in the Loop. 
Mary Garden in town getting 
ready for the opera. 
Harry Fink practically lives in 
the Woods building. 
Henry Herbel is getting back into 
his stride at Universal. 
Morris Silver wears snow white 
ties and a big diamond. 
Film board femmes are the softest 
speaking dames in captivity. 
Bill Jacobs is powdering to cover 
the heavy tan, now out of fashion. 
Reported that Frank Dare served 
tea at the Equity meeting fer agents. 
B. & K. press staff is becoming 


Shipme|nt 


depopulated and so is the R-K-O 
staff. 

Al Williamson, under the new 
NBC scheme, has 16 hostesses as 
copy boys. 

Harry Ratlinger, city ed Ameri- 
can, works with a fresh flower in 
his button hole. 

Loop has a “Loud Speaker” trio: 
Joe Flynn, Charles “Lefty” Miller 
and Ned Alvord. 

Richard Henry Little, Trib column 
conductor, is in Virginia watching 
apples being turned to cider. 

After a year’s shutdown, Loop 
hotels have compromised with the 
Bell gang and opened the phone 
booths. 

Hopeless to try to catch Mort 
Singer these days. He disappears 
before your eyes on his way to labor 
conferences. 

Like old times last week when the 
triumvirate J. J. Murdock, Pat Casey 
and “Tink” Humphries were to- 
gether for a few hours. 

Charles Gregory (Gaston and 
Gregory), vaude, won first prize in 
picking an ail-American baseball 
team for the St. Louis “Post- 
Despatch.” 

Report is the Durante mob will 
land their schnozzles in the Silver 
Slipper cafe. Before that happens 
the trio starts a week—again—at 
the Palace, New York (Oct. 5). 


Toronto Chatter 


Colleen Moore opening her com- 
edy-drama, “On the Loose,” at Prin- 
cess here because town twice put 
her at head in film popularity con- 
test. 

T.ou Marsh off to Central America. 
Harry Hertz just back from same 
spot. 

Tom Daley goes to head office 
Par-Publix after two weeks as 
house manager Imperial, largest 
Canadian house. Tom is made press 
agent for the Uptown, Tivoli and 
Imperial. He thinks its promotion. 
Knevil boys get a break. Howard 
succeeds Daley at Imperial, Robert 
takes over Uptown. Biggest pair in 
the country. Boys hardly old enough 
to wear knickers. 

Fred Schaeffer to Hippodrome, 
New York. 

Yankee efficiency creeps into FP 
Canadian. Jack Arthur hasn’t even 
an office now. Dopes out Imperial 
unit show in Regent, which has been 
dark three years. 

Nelson Shea out as house manager 
Uptown. Now at Embassy Club. 
Biz off. 

New night club, the Hollywood. 
Two bucks. 

Just four silent houses left; 56 
now wired. 

Three years ago there were five 
Sheas in picture game here, Just 
one now. 

“Marigold,” Scotch comedy, from 
England for New York. 

Betting at Thorncliffe and Wood- 
bine off 30 per cent. 

Al Mitchell, now m.c., Imperial 
being partied. 

Amos ’n’ Andy cooling off. 

Yiddish stock comes in next week. 
Chinese week after, 

Censors easing. Only four fea- 
tures cut last month. 

Price of rye down. German wines 
coming in. 

Two Northwest Mounties shoot 
women during week. Slogan changed 
to “Get Your Woman.” 

Stock burlesque at the Globe— 
and such burlesque. 

Vie Comfort complains to police 
girls won't let him alone. Says they 
make indecent advances. Demands 
bodyguard. 

Tourists all gone. Rum biz drops. 

Greg Clarke gets a haircut and 
this only September. 

Six neighborhoods add vaude this 
week, 

Ken Murray buying English 
clothes for himself. 


London Chatter 


Margot Graham rated as talker 
star. 

Sinclair Hill back directing pic- 
tures, 

Billie Bristow, publicist, writing 
scripts. 

Highbrows here plead for more 
slapstick. 

i.ea Seid! hailed as the Tallulah 
of Vienna, 

“The answer to a maiden's pray- 
er, a latch-key and ‘Her First Af- 


faire’.” Snappy line street 


Double-Make Spots 


Hollywood, Sept. 23. 

Speaking of the combo ball- 
room golf idea tried out here 
at the Rainbow Gardens, a 
dame fretted: 

“I made a couple of pars on 
the golf course but couldn't 
make a thing on the dance 
floor.” 


Chatter in Nice 


The Marc Klaws are all-year res- 
idents now. 

Monte Carlo extending swim sea- 
son with class band on sands. 

Femme in a two-piece bathing 
suit of white lace shorts and bras- 
siere didn't even get a tumble from 
Nice shockproof cops. 


Jack Harris's orchestra from Em- 
bassy, London, pulled up Cannes’ 
Palm Beach trade nicely after a 
floppo start under a Russian band. 

That huddle between J. P. Mc- 
Evoy and George Antheil at Cagnes- 
sur-Mer over a jazz opera as good 
as Wagner and as American as 
Chrysler is the McCoy. 

Peggy Joyce, talking again, says 
she’s due back in H’wood next 
month for a picture version of a 
production which Ray Goetz will 
later stage on Broadway. 

Joe Lucas, acrobat, whose flip- 
ups were flopped by war injuries, 
is now running a peewee band of 
three pieces at Juan-les-Pins and 
going big. 

That Biot which re-eiected Lucien 

Muratore, opera singer, mayor after 
he burned and walked, is a tiny 
Riviera hill town, where they make 
the best pottery in the world. t's 
pronounced Bee-yacht, 
After eight months there, Dot 
Farnum, ex-M-G script writer, has 
left Villefranche for Paris, having 
been signed for Osso Films. Osso 
is the ex-Par head over here, who 
has quit distribution end for pro- 
duction on his own. 

Ethel Levey singing “Some of 
These Days,” Georgette Cohan, her 
daughter, doing a solo tap dance; 
Peppy de Albrew giving an Egyp- 
tian burlesque of “Tosca,” and Jack 
Coates, England’s mad millionaire, 
doing an act with Paul Robertson, 
a pro hoofer, is the sort of thing 
you see nights at Chateau Madrid, 
Cannes, 

Long said to be a fact by “Va- 
riety,” Monte Carlo Casino now 
comes out with official merger of 
gambling chateau and Hotel de 
Paris. No statement of dough made, 
but an admitted flop. of 1,000,000 
francs at the Casino since April 1 
to Sept. 1, even with an increase of 
15,000 tourisis for a look-see at the 
den of hell at 10 francs a look. Syn- 
dicate claims 50% increase in ad- 
missions at beach, tennis courts, 
picture houses, etc., pulled gam- 
bling unit out of red for the year. 
Maybe. 

Juan Les Pajamas cuckoo on ex- 
otic dining. 

Seeing some guys in pajamas, 
others stripped except for swim- 
ming trunks, others formally 
dressed except for ties (most dis- 
gusting costume of all, say the 
dames), and so on into insomnia 
and insanity, got one show girl so 
gaga she wept like a heartbroken 
stew, though she hadn’t touched a 
cocktail up to collapsing. Said she 
wished for home and pop, when he 
smokes a pipe and puts his unshod 
dogs near the fire, isn’t thinking 
himself the naughtiest thing ever. 

If next season is as wild as the 
last the cops will have to throw 
even the statues in the can, say the 
femmes, in order to restore public 
decency. 


posters. got out for play of that 
name. 

Movietone 
catching on, 

G. A, Atkinson taking kicks at 
the B, B. C. 

Roy Simmonds handing out the 
dope at Fox. 

P, L. Mannock writing talker 
stories again, 

J. C. Graham denying Paramount 
will produce here. 

Chorines used at Imperial House 
golfie to bring in saps. 

William Powell unrecognized in 
the Empire lounge other night. 

Edwin Greenwood, one time direc- 
tor, now dabbling in color processes. 

Alec Braid sending bird seed to 
exhibs as tie-up with “Canaries 
Sometimes Sing.” There’s a gag 
somewhere in exhibs and bird seed. 

Lyons’ teashop girl gets a break 
as a chorine in “Nippy,” musical, 
given same name as the ad descrip- 


News theatre here 


tion of said teashop girls. 


Hollywood Chatter 


Al Block’s losing his hair. 
Irene Del Roy Del Monte-ing. 
Alfred A. Cohn is free-lancing. 


Sammy Rose in good shape again. 

Billy Leyser had his chair padded. 

Grant Withers is a-hunting gone. 

Still a few mugegs wearing straw 
lids. 

Victor Herbert's son here for a 
look. 

Henry back on the job at his 
eatery. 

Ben Piazza finally got an office to 
himself. 

Janet Gaynor has recovered from 
her cold. 

Oct. 11 will be Fox night at the 
Mayfair club. 

Joe Krumgold back at his Par 
desk from Carmel. 

Walter Pidgeon back from Van- 
couver vacationing. 

Luis Pous here to represent the 
“Gautemala Grafico.” 

Apples seem to be the tea-time 
delicacy on the TJ lot. 

Maureen O’Sullivan’s new address 
is the Garden of Allah, 

Lou Heifetz toting a broken toe. 
Slipped in the bath tub. 

Arthur Ceasar is on a diet of sour 
cream and pumpernickel. . 

William Koenig will do Broadway 
during the Warner let-up. 

Horace Liveright domiciled in 
Eugene O'Brien's oid home. 

Sign on local theatre reads “All 
Quiet—with sound and dialog.” 

Joseph S. Eaton, brother of Pearl, 
is on the Radio lot as a reader, 

Ben Lyon brought a cat from 
New York as a present to Bebe. 

Richard Arlen went for a swim- 
ming pool in his Toluca Lake home. 

Erwin Gilsey, U scen. ed., was 
formerly Walter Wagner's pvt. sec. 

Acts are using the sidewalk in 
front of the Chinese for rehearsals. 

Olsen and Johnson went for an 
oil well. The hole is still in the 
ground, 

Gilbert Emery, playwright, runs 
the Fiori flower stand on Franklin 
avenue. 

H. D. Wilson is having a time of 
it trying to keep the scales from 
going up. 

McGrew Willias putting a brass 
rail and mahogany top in his Bev- 
hill home. 

Al Cohen may give up golf be- 
cause it interferes with his min- 
iature game. 

Andres Vallejo in town from Mex- 
ico to put over his below-the-border 
Hollywood idea. 

Jane Gabbraith, Hal Wallis’ sec- 
retary, left for a vacation at her 
old Scottish home. 

English is now a novelty on the 
Metro lot with so many multi- 
linguals in work. 

Donovan Pedelty here from Lon- 
don to represent a chain of English 
dailies and mags. 

Marjorie White and her husband, 
Edward Tierney, back fr6m a San 
Francisco vacation. 

Tommy Clifford taking golf les- 
sons at Fox’s expense. He plays a 
caddy in his next. 

Claire Walton is here from the 
east to represent concert people in 
and out of pictures. 

Storm King, police dog; has been 
trained to work for sound by sub- 
dued buzzer signals. 

Stewart Erwin borrowed Jack 
Oakie’s radio while Oakie is out of 
town and it won’t work. 

Jeannie Helbling sent to 
Paris fer her pets—a panther, a 
puma and a basket of snakes. 

Professional pals of Lou Housman 
threw a party to celebrate his re- 
turn to health and 69th birthday. 

Seymour Felix has directorial am- 
bitions and is propositioning Sol 
Wurtzel to give him a crack at it. 

Al Kingston got out a house or- 
gan, “The Bandwagon,” exploiting 
Abe Meyer’s music synchronizing 
service. 

Among Universal’s foreign im- 
ports is the carriage Emperor Josef 
of Austria used during the war. It 
will go into a picture. 

During the divorce action and 
cross-complaint between a film 
player and director, married three 
months, the wife asked for custody 
of their two children, 

Walter Wanger, with his wife 
(Julienne Johnstone) have taken a 
house at Santa Monica for their 
stay here. They heretofore occu- 
pied the Jesse Lasky beach bunga- 
low at Malibu. 

Evelyn Knapp connected with 
Sunny California at Coronado. Re- 
turning to Hollywood she got a call 
for a test and was forced to spend 
several hours in a beauty shop get- 
ting back to normal. 

Hank Mann, former = slapstick 
comedian, walks around the popu- 
lar eateries, etc., with his four-in- 
hand done in peculiar manner, stat- 


ing it’s his sole badge of distinee 
tion in a sea of faces who Strongl 
resemble him, of 

Evoiution of the gag of refusin 
a drink in a strange house unti} the 
others have survived it is B. y re) 
Gin. No insult to the host. You ‘tell 
them, “We thought you might be 
short of gin, so we brought some 
ourselves. Let's start using ourg 
first.” Which is one routine to save 
your eyesight. 


Paris Chatter 


Castiglione Bar has a unique 

are all; no poules 
oe Zelli has a new car 
icaturist, 

American artists refuse to con- 
sider engagements at the Lido, the 
tea room-cabaret-swimming pool 
combination on the Champs Elysees 
because the salaries there range 
from 200 to 400 ($8 to $16) a night— 
team or single, regardless. 

Thelma Edwards eating sweet 
corn at the U. S. bar in Montmartre 
at one in the morning. 

Dolly sisters all set to give a 
big reception (cocktail party) this 
month as,a little publicity stunt to 
open their dressmaking shop on the 
Champs Elysees. 

Olga Petrova very much and 
quietly settled in a villa along the 
Riviera. 

Mary Garden, all done up in 
shaved fur and blue turban, driving 
around Monte Carlo in the big white 
roadster, stopping here and there 
to give orders for a motorboat and 
aquaplane to be sent around to her 
villa, 

Mary MacCermick introducing 
her 17-year-old daughter as Miss 
MacCormick, but not telling ‘any- 
body it is her daughter. 

Bon Johns’ all girl band going to 
Spain in October, will add Levinia 
Lien, violinist, now playing solos 
at Fred Payne’s bar. 

Tommy Ladd left the Casino de 
Paris to do his stuff with Mistin- 
guett at the Casino in Biarritz. 

Yvonne Printemps returned from 
Holland to rehearse for the new 
Guitry show which opens Oct. 1. 

Kiki, queen of Montmarnasse 
poules, is tranquil over the news 
that more copies of her memoirs 
were confiscated in New York than 
sold. 

Raymond Duncan steaming 
over the book MacDougall wrote 
about his sister, Isadora. It’s just 
been translated into French so per- 
haps Raymond is reading it for the 
first time. 

The Dixie Kids, colored song and 
dance team, at the El Garron night 
club, seen there by a German pro- 


(Continued on page 53) 


Panama Chatter 


By BEA DREW 


Panama, Sept. 16. 

Metropole not taken over by Jake 
Kawalsky. He and the brewery men 
could not agree. Kawalsky did take 
over the Hotel Seville. 

Sadie Tremaine, ex-hostess of 
Kelly’s Rit, and W. G. Burkley of 
the Silver Dollar Cafe have taken 
over the Metropole. 

Because the cook at the Almo 
cabaret (native honky) failed to put 
spaghetti in the soup two Italians 
dining there gave him a black eye. 

Maria Martinez, Spanish. enter- 
tainer at “Over the Top” cabaret,” 
crazed by a one-year penitentiary 
sentence, jumped from a _ second- 
story window and landed on her 
head, driving her lower’ teeth 
through her upper jaw. Doctors ex- 
pressed great surprise that she was 
not killed. Will be good as new in 
10 days. All the gal did was have 
a little street brawl with a boy 
friend, 

Jose Whittingham of Colon ap- 
peared before Judge Vasquez and 
accused three entertainers of “Over 
the Top” of beating him up. Jose 
invited Rosa Vergera, Julia and 
Margarita Menne for a little drive 
after working hours. Jose got fresh, 
so the little girls just took off their 
shoes and cracked him a few times. 
After due thought the judge found 
the girls guilty of assault and fined 
each $15. 

Bilgray’s was due to open with 4 
new show Sept. 16, but did not. 
Cabaret business has been so ter- 
rible it is doubtful if he will re- 
open until about the time the fleet 
is due. 
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Inaccurate Biographies 


Ann Harding 


By Claude Binyon 


Hollywood, Sept. 20, 
Realizing that stint is fattening, 
Ann (Ashes) Harding drinks her 
coffee without it. The procedure is 
typical of that baffling feminine in- 
tuition which whisked this little gal 
from the offices of the Metropolitan 


Life Insurance Co, and deposited 
her in her own bungalow on the 
Pathe lot, with running water. 

Born Aug 7 in ——, Ann discov- 
ered she was the daughter of an 
army officer and left home at an 
early age so she wouldn’t have to 
be a Red Cross nurse, That’s when 
she joined the Metropolitan in New 
York. 

Looking over a batch of statistics 


‘one day, Ann realized life is short— 


too short to be spent in an insur- 
ance office. The statistics she had 
been reading droned through her 
head: “Four out of five have it. . . 
Fat people die early. . .What about 
your family?. . .‘Now we can have 
that big car we’ve been saving for,’ 
shouted the happy corpse. . .” 

‘T’ll get out of here,” Ann swore, 
being the daughter of an army of- 
ficer; “I'll have a career like no- 
body’s business,” 

Just a Laugh 

The Provincetown Players’ lead- 
ing lady had disappeared, luckily, 
and Ann got the job. When they 
found the leading lady later, bound 
and gagged in Ann’s clothes closet, 
Ann laughed it off. 

“Maybe she’s waiting for a cross- 
town pickup,” Ann suggested. 

From the Provincetown Players 
the light haired blond hopped to 
an uptown legit. Her first show had 


a tryout out of town and Ann 
bummed a ride back to New York 
on a Cain’s warehouse truck. Next 
she fell into Philly for a fling at 
stock, and Philly eased her to De- 
troit. 

Broadway saw Ann for the first 
time in “Woman Disputed” and 
later she did “Trial of Mary Dugan.” 
When that closed Ann started sit- 
ting around the house waiting for 

her husband, Harry Bannister, to 
come home. With Harry playing in 
“Strange Interlude,” it was futile. 
“Strange Interlude” eventually went 
to the Coast. Bannister and Miss 
Harding went with it. 

Tired of waiting for “Interlude” 
to finish, Ann took a film test and 
landed with Pathe. When “Inter- 
lude” closed, Bannister got tired of 
waiting himself, and got a picture 
contract on his own. The couple 
then bought a small country home 
of 80 or 90 rooms, 

With the success of “Holiday” 
ringing in her ears, Miss Harding 
is still simple Ann, unaffected as be- 
fore. 

“Why do you wear white ever 
since you clicked in pictures?” 
someone asked her. 

“So I can tell when I’m dirty,” re- 
plied Miss Harding, being the 
daughter of an army officer. 


Mrs. Wayne Christie, wife of the 
vaude agent, granted a commercial 
pilot’s license with a record of 75 
solo hours in the air, becoming one 
of the country’s fev women comm. 
pilots. First job was flying a ship 
from the Waco factory in Troy, O., 
to New York, with one stop on the 
way. 


Little Pieces of Chatter 


By Joe Laurie, Jr. 


You just stand at 47th street and Broadway, during lunch hour, and 


gather the snatches of conversation. 


From actors, musicians, booking 


agents, cloak and suiters, stenographers, salesmen, touts, racketeers, 


debutantes, and whosits, like this: 
“They told me he wasn’t in—” 


gotta get some bi-carbonate—” 


“He told me to come back at 5.” 
“He’s too fresh, he said—” 


“A lousy fiddle pluyer—” 
“Great show at the Palace—” 


“The wife don’t like to come into town—” 


“Five guys and two dames—” 
“These people are all hams.” 


“Can you let me have a saw buck—” 
“That act was terrible and I said—” 


“Get the beard on that guy.” 


“We break the new act in tomorrow at—” 


“Wanna hear a good gag?” 
“You know her? 


She’s the dame we—” 
“Hurry or we'll miss the first act.” 


“Spot around the corner has good—” 
“Do you know a sister act that can sing and dance?” 
“I went to see him about some shorts but—” 


“If you need a drop let me know. 


“She's cute but can’t do anything.” 
A Cop Around 


“His office is on the 10th.” 


“I had a three horse parlay and the—” 


“Where’s 6th Ave.?” 


“You folks will have to move on.” 


“I get him a route and he never sent me—” 


“Critics said that the first act—” 


“He’s good but the woman is, too.” 


“She’s a good designer and a very good—” 
“We have an act but no place to break in.” 


“He’s a staller.” 


“I think the fight is in the bag if you—” 


“AS much personality as a chair.” 


“See me after lunch and I’JI—” 
“Tll try and catch it tonight.” 


“He said I wasn’t the type, why don’t you—” 


“Take this phone number and—” 
Looks like he’s been on a bat.” 


“They have the best coffee you—” 


“He said I could get off early tomorrow night.” 


“I've been selling insurance but—” 


“Try and get him in the game tonight and—” 
we hey won't start that show for a couple of weeks because—” 
It’s funny I didn’t read it, I always—” 


“Tell him I sent you.” 
The show closed last week.” 


“I had the finest line of hats you—” 


“I looked all over for an apartment. 


I was—” 


“We're breaking in a new drummer and he—” 


‘I'm on nights this week.” 


“They may send us out to St. Louis, I will know—” 


“We're going with a unit I hate.” 


“T’ve got to rehearse tonight and I may be—” 
“He Overcharged me, Elsie only paid—-” 
Tell him you had to see your mother.” 

It was a neat party, Elinore, you should—” 


“Let's take the subway, it’s—” 


“TN be waiting for your call, so don't—” 


“Wait till I get some cigarets.” 


“How Many times must I tell you to move on?” 


Fred La Reme Gives Back 
$50 to Bessie Browning 


Bessie Browning, comedienne, 
who told reporters she had appeared 
at the Palace a few years ago, re- 
covered $50 from Frederick La 
Reine, theatrical agent, 1560 Broad- 
way. La Reine, she asserted, prom- 
ised to get her eight weeks’ book- 
ing in the music halls of England. 
Ail she got for her money, she de- 
clared, was a lot of chatter from 
La Reine. Miss Browning resides 
at Harmon on the Hudson. 

“La Reine told me I was to get 
$750 a week in American money. 
He told me not to worry. I had him 
send cablegrams. He sent one ca- 
blegram the latter part of the week 
when the rates are cheap. 

“Every time I asked him what re- 
sults he was getting he would say, 
‘Don’t get impatient, Miss Brown- 
ing.’ I heard this so often that I 
then asked him for my money back,” 
said Miss Browning. 

The comedienne got a summons. 
Miss Browning told her story and 
La Reine hesitated to pay. It looked 
like the hoosegow for the agent 
when he and his attorney con- 
ferred. La Reine gave up _ the 
fifty. 

Less than a year ago Miss 
Browning recovered almost $1,000 
through the aid of Magistrate Gott- 
lieb from a theatrical agent who 
had gypped her, she said. 


Around Hollywood 


(Continued from page 51) 


one good reason why picture people 
out here stay broke. 


Nicely Dressed Unit 
The Fanchon & Marco troupe 


(“Southern” Idea) at the Pan- 
tages, not only trained 
and routined, but also wore 


some of the most original ideas in 
costumes. Particularly unique en- 
sembles were old-fashioned satin 
gowns in pink, green and orchid 
with wigs to match. These commo- 
dious :ruffled skirts suddenly be- 
came transformed into colored 
mammys when the girls stand on 
all-fours and the skirts are thrown 
over their heads. 

The concealed mammys, with the 
usual red bandanna and shawl, are 
disclosed camouflaged under the 
bustles. 


Small Time Tippers 

The manicurist in the best-known 
beauty parlor in Hollywood was 
erying the blues about the notori- 
ously small time tipping here. The 
picture colony is the money end ef 
this otherwise overgrown village. 
Natives can’t tip and the actresses 
have that habit also. 

Some of the screen people have 
the notion that for a girl to work 
on them is sufficient compensation. 
They often walk out without tip- 
ping. The girl was confiding that 
it’s really a tough problem under 
these circumstances for them to 
make a living. 


Clothes in a Short 

A fashion short seen at the Pan- 
tages, Hollywood, was received with 
interest by the femmes. 

Ona Munson displayed a smart 
black chiffon-velvet with a _ short 
white sleeve. Another creation was 
of dark green Canton crepe, raglan 
sleeves with hand fagotting form- 
ing a pretty design. 


Josephine Dunn, attractive blonde, | 
modeled a peachie sports outfit of | her favorite color. 


tan and brown, with a nobby brown 
felt hat. 


Ragged Dances 
Ragged dancing, such as seen at 
the Paramount here, would not be 
tolerated in any first-class 
York cinema, 


was blah#’the girls of the line looked 
cute. 


berets, maize tucked-in blouses and 
red kerchiefs around their necks. 


Albertina Rasch’s girls at Grau- 
man’s Chinese were, as always, per- 
fectly trained, obviously carefully 
picked and gowned. They Ilcoked 
fine in black satin heart-shaped 
bosom fronts and latticed worked 
backs. The ballet skirts and trim- 
mings were ruffled, glazed material. 


| 


New | 


Booze Better and Cheaper Now in 
New York Than for 10 Years Back 


Paris Chatter 


(Continued from page 52) 


ducer and engaged for one UFA 
picture in Berlin. 

Frances Lee, late from Christy 
comedies, is supposedly resting up 
at the Claridge here, but really 
keeping an eye out for possible con- 
tracts. 

Chick Dressler, formerly with 
Hazel Klatof, making a fourth in 
the Roseray, Capella and Sylvio 
adagio team. 

Prospective producers in Paris 
on lookout for Samuel Insull. Figure 
he’s as good an “angel” as any. 

All the actors in Paris congregate 
at the Molitor Pool every day. 

Paramount reserving royal suite 
for Eddie Sutherland at the Prince 
de Galles. 

Tessa Kosta en route ‘o Vienna. 

Residents at the Majestic given 
some free warbling by Charles 
Hackett of the Chicago Opera. 

John Brownlee, American tenor 
at opera here, big social favorite. 

Roland Hayes fell in. 

Best beer on the left bank now 
at Lipps; heavy liquor at the Fal- 


staff Bar, newspaper hangout in 
Montparnasse; coffee at the Deux 
Magots. 


Ruth Austin, the first Mrs. Rich- 
ard Arlen, in Paris with her child 
from school in Switzerland. 


Sybil Harris—erstwhile Mrs. Wil- 
liam Harris, Jr., helping Wilette 
Kershaw in fracas with Radclyffe 
Hall. They’re suing each other on 
the side. 


Mistinguett to Prague next month. 


Captain Jefferson Cohn raving 
about his wife’s performance in 
French Paramount version of “The 
Doctor’s Secret.” She’s Marcelle 
Chantal. 


A lot of Broadwayese heard at 
the Pere Louis restaurant. 


Fulton Oursler getting material 
for his Cagliostro magician play. 

Pierre Key telling everyone what's 
wrong with New York musical 
critics. 

Earle Larrimore here from Cor- 
sica. Due back with Guild for re- 
hearsals Oct. 1. 

Neil Martin giving Dwight Fisk 
a send-off. He’s got a house in 
Munich for next summer. 

After dodging two earlier boats, 
Maria Corda finally left on the 
Paris, 

Joe Jackson and Ethel Shannon 
off to parts unknown. 

Mare Klaw in town for a day. 

Margalo Gillmore en route to the 
real Berkeley Square before return- 
ing to the States. 

Harry Hansen back to New York 
for the new book season, 

Eva Gautier mistaken for Nita 
Naldi. 

Smattering of English actors in 
town. All looking for change en- 
gagements this fall with English 
speaking companies here. 

Rachel Behrendt off to London. 
Hopes to land in big show. 

Walter Clarke here to design for 
Jennie Dolly’s new shop. 

Mabel Garrison is in Paris wear- 


ing her usual chic outfits in blue— 


Story now Paul Farrell's return- 
ing to America to marry film actress 
in Holiywood. 

Grace Daniels has gone to Russia 
to study singing. 

Joe Zelli featuring a 
charmer (overweight) and 


snake 
her 


| snake, and also a 70-year-old bari- 
Although their dancing in general) tone, Morelli, in current show. 


Miss Bradford, of Adler and 
Bradford (with two other adagio 
tossers) stopped the show. What 
confidence one must have to be 
thrown, tessed and flung through 
space 


to be! Her short baby-blue satin} 


tichts 


half-pint size and fairness. j 


Mrs. Jefferson Cohn changing her 


In the collegiate number they | name to Madame Chantal for screen 
were in pleated white skirts, white | purposes. 


No longer needs her fa- 
mous and wealthy sportsman hus- | 
band’s support. 

George Canty, film trade com- 
missioner, off to Baden Baden for 
three weeks. 

Loie Fuller ballet next big feature 
on Lido program. 

Paul Swan already finished 30,000 
words on his new autobiography 
(of the soul only) and just through 
the first half of his boyhood. 

Big dressmakers here refuse op- 
portunity for publicity through 
Marie Coste’s clothes for her next 
picture. Do not wish to be identi- 


as unconcerned as she seemed! fied with dresses shown on screen 


as film goes on long after the 


were very becoming to her clothes are out of style. 


Beulah Livingstone at work on a 


With the supply far in excess of 
the demand, liquor obtainable in 
New York now is better and cheap- 
er than at any time during 10 years. 
Bootleggers, apt at juggling figures, 
say that 65% of the stuff now on 
sale is the McCoy, or “original” 
booze, whereas a year ago only 15% 
of the bottled goods reaching the 
city was not tampered with before 
reaching the consumer. 


Particularly hard hit under pres- 
ent conditions in the liquor market 
are the ‘pullers,’ as those who run 
the stuff into the city from landing 
points are known in the ever-grow- 
ing liquor industry. They have their 
warehouses crammed because of 
commitment made far in advance. 
Shipments arriving before previous 
ones of about 4,000 cases of assorted 
Scotches, ryes and _ high-priced 
wines have been disposed of, have 
resulted in the stuff being passed 
on to “offices” or local distributors, 
at a price which allows the “puller” 
a profit of about $4 a case after he 
has added on protection, warehouse 
and delivery charges. Under more 
favorable circumstances the whole- 
saler could usually figure on a profit 
of $8 a case when he had delivered 
an order placed by a local bootleg- 
ger. 

Nowadays a wholesale distributor 
has to sell twice as much to make 
the same profit as last year, Under 
present economic conditions the big 
turn-over at a small profit rule of 
merchandising can’t be applied to 
the booze selling racket. and the 
“puller” finds himself in a position 
where he must maintain his usual 
buying capacity or stand a chance 
of breaking off connections that 
have taken years to cement. 

Following the Wall St. crash the 
better speaks strangely enough, 
noticed an increase in their bottled 
goods business, this. being ac- 
counted for by many a regular cus- 
tomer who formerly purchased his 
liquor supplies for consumption at 
home, had decided to lay-off his 
usual five case allotment which 
called for a cash payment of about 
$400. Instead he purchased a few 
bottles at a time when friends drop- 
ped in or else took his guests to a 
speak. This procedure applied to 
all classes, particularly the ritzy 
east side trade, which still patron- 
izes the class dine and drink hide- 
aways east and west of the avenue 
consistently, 

Current Liquor Quotations 

Rye—Golden Wedding, Silver Dol- 
lar, William Penn, $65 a case (as 
against $90 last year). 

Scotch—Dewar’s White Label, 
Peter Dawson, Black and White— 
$60. Last year’s price, $85. 

Gin—Gordon (frosted bottle), 
Burnett’s White Satin now $60, and 
plentiful, was $90 last year and 
hard to get. 

Champagne—Dry Monopole (1921) 
Pommery (1920) Lanson (1921) cur- 
rently $90. Quoted at $125 a year 
ago. 

Cordials and Liqueurs—Apricot, 
Benedictine, Cointreau, $80, as com- 
pared to $125 a year ago. 

Cognac and Brandy—Hennessey 
Three Star, Biscuit Dubouche, Mar- 
telle Three Star, now $75, listed at 
$105 last year. 


Billy Stevens, the English juve, 
has reached New York to go with 
the “Vanderbilt Revue.” He's the 
singer who in London first did “I’m 
a Gigolo” in “Wake up and Dream.” 
Stevens did it so well Jack Bu- 
chanan, star of the show, took it 
away from him to sing it himself. 


new story for “Britannia,” London 
magazine, 
Carlton Kennicott back at the 


Cloche piano. 

Mrs. Oscar Hammerstein writin# 
a book called “Spiritual Culture,” 
reminiscing to Paris reporters about 
the late Mr. Hammerstein. 

Carl Van Vechten told every: 
about the success of his ne 
book, “Parties,” before he ieft » 
Fania for America, 

Myra Jane Wilcoxson has given 
up teaching and is now going in 
strong for comedy character danc- 
ing. Wants to make a French revue. 

Edna Wallace Hopper’s sailing 
delayed because Grip, her partner, 
had to get married first. His French 
17-year-old wife will chaperone 
Edna on the boat and in the big 


city. 
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54 VARIETY 


TIMES SQUARE 
Golfie Op.’s Union Round the Square 


Doesn’t Help Biz 
Phoning to Sea 


St. Paul, Sept. 23. 
Ship to shore to ship is the telephone’s description of a 


Wednesday, September 24, 1939 


Razzing The Home Town 
LOUISVILLE 


(A series of stories on the inside show end of key cities, without giving 
; the cities any the best of it.) 


Every golfie operator in city 
joined union past week to stabilize 


= 


i 
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By Richard B. Gilbert 


Louisville, Sept. 20. 

Louisville is -the metropolis of 
Kentucky and the gateway to the 
South. It is located on the banks 
of the beautiful Ohio, a muddy 
river too impure for swimming, and 
is less than 80 miles from the center 
of population of the United States. 
Louisville is within walking dis- 
tance (500 miles) of 75,000,000 people 


and, according to the 1930 census, 
ranks twenty-fourth among the 
cities of the nation—rank enough. 

Nine trunk railroad and several 
steamboat lines afford almost ample 
transportation facilities for persons 
wishing to go eisewhere. Many 
native Kentuckians have found fame | 
and fortune; usually in other states. 
It isn’t necessary to leave here to 
achieve success, but it seems to 
help. 

The Blue Grass State is the home 
of at least twenty-two industries, 
which are the largest of their kind 
in the world, and this does not in- 
clude Irvin S. Cobb. Although some- 
times called “Corn” Cobb, Shrews- 
bury’s real nickname is ‘“Bogey 
Man.” Even as an infant he showed 
promise—the first word he learned 
to say was “shucks.” 

With the advent of Prohibition 
his dry humor was immediately en- 
dorsed by the W. C. T. U., but he 
didn’t allow this to dampen his dis- 
position. Irvin Shrewsbury is one 
Cobb that ripened quickly, and to- 
day he probably earns more for less 
effort than any other son of these 
here parts, stranger. 

a D. W. Griffith, Too 


David Wark Griffith fooled around 
with a cinematograph and a kineto- 
scope until the town’s jokers began 
using him for bait. “So Davie’s in 
the moving picture business?” one 
would ask. “Yes, he’s the crank,” 
a second clown would answer. .After 
directing “Birth of a Nation,” 
“Hearts. of the World,” “Broken 
Blossoms,” “Tol’'able David,” “One 
Exciting Night” and others, he be- 
came a “notable Kentuckian.” 

Although he began life as a minor, 
Cleves Kinkead became one of our 
best-known playwrights. During 
the rush of '49 he migrated to Har- 
vard and after many fruitless pan- 
nings found gold in ‘‘Common Clay.” 
It’s now fifteen years since he won 
the Pulitzer Prize, or was it the 
Croix de Guerre? “Common Clay” 
has been made into a shriekie, and 
is still cleaning. 

§ Catherine Dale Owen, typical of a 
certain B. B. D. type which is not 
uncommon hereabouts, broke into 
the flickers by the simple expedient 
of announcing that she didn't ‘care 
to. You must remember her; she is 
the girl that has that slightly an- 
noyed look and played in “The 
Rogue Song.” Joyce Compton is an- 
other looker getting the breaks. Al- 
berta Vaughn, a real little trouper, 
is now doing comedies. She's one 
of those bathing girls, knows all the 
dives. 

Isaac’s Logic 

And then there’s Isaac F. Mar- 
cosson, who is a co-respondent of 
one 8S. E. Post. Take him, for ex- 
ample, if you can take a person 
named Isaac for anything. He got 
his start on a local daily because he 
knew that “when a man bites a dog, 
that’s news.” 


One day he confided to the boys 
that he had learned the newspaper 
game in a school of journalism. 
Fortunately, by this time, his con- 


freres had grown to like him and 
promised to keep his secret. He had 
to forsake the racket, however, 
when the night assignments began 
interfering with his poker playing 
and,daytime work interrupted his 
sleep. 

Louisville claims one of the few 
really unique teams batting out 
ghigh-brow literchoor. 
Rice, not a vegetable, is America's 
foremost lyric poet, according to 
many who should know, and has 
authored half a dozen lyric dramas, 
including “Yolanda of Cyprus” and 
numerous volumes of verse. His no 
less distinguished wife, Mrs. Alice 


Hegan Rice, wrote the immortal 
“Mrs. Wiggs of the Cabbage 
Patch.” 


Cordelia Haager and George Aus- 
tin Moore headlined in vaudeville 
for years. They’re spending this 
summeér here at Miss Haager’s home 
while George, ever the modern 
showman, keeps busy by annoying 
radio listeners three times a week 
for a bakery concern. Several years 


Cale Young’ 


ago George shocked the natives of 
Miami by appearing on the main 
squeeze of that burg attired in 
shorts, no less. 


That Toonerville 


The Toonervillie Troiiey, that 
meets all the trains, is now just a 
memory and a source of income for 
Fontaine Fox. With the abandon- 
ment of our Brook street car line 
the inspiration for the Toonerville 
passed into history. Fontaine is 


another local boy that’s made 
good. 

Speaking of cartoonists, don’t 
forget Grover Page, of the 


Courier-Journal, and Paul Plaschke, 
of the Times. Plaschke (pro- 
nounced “P,” like in psittacosis, and 
“laschke” as in sneeze) has had of- 
fers from sheets all over the world, 
but is afraid to leave Louisville and 
his inspiration, the Weather Man, 
without whom he would be lost. He 
portrays said W. M. as an antiquated 
dodo wearing a battered top hat 
upon which is perched a comical 
looking weather vane. 

Some of our ushers rival Chicago 
gangsters in their audacity. Their 
favorite pastime is insulting the 
patrons and making them feel 
inferior, if that is possible. 
They like to throw flashlights in 
your face, with mock courtesy, or 
sit in back of you and snoop, They 
seldom eject the really disorderly 
patrons and don’t hesitate to accept 
your tip for a seat (showing an 


appalling lack of appreciation for the 


Roxy principles) and then ask you 
for a cigarette. The center section, 
somehow, is always filled, no mat- 
ter how many empty seats you point 
out to them. 

Collectively, all local theatre man- 
agers should be shot because they’d 
like Variety to over-quote their 
weekly receipts about five grand, but 
individually we like them because 
McDowell, at Loew’s, has a lot. of 
ideas and most of them are good; 
McCoy’, Mary Anderson, didn’t shoot 
us when he wanted to; Martin, 
Brown, néver complains of the takes 
we send in; Musselmann, Alamo, 
makes the most of second-choice 
films; Stubblefield, Strand, invites 
us to all his previews; and Boswell, 
Rialto, never recognizes us from one 
meeting to the next. 

Angeline? 

Have you ever heard of Angeline? 
Well, she’s the pet fictional charac- 
ter of Cordia Green-Petrie and 
every year a new volume of her 
antics is published. Angeline talks 
in the real mountain dialect and the 
books enjoy a hot local and fairly 
good national sale. 

Barry Bingham was a creditable 
poet at the tender age of nine. In 
all his twenty-odd years he made 
no mistake to compare with author- 
ing the lyrics for “Midnight Melody” 
which was composed by Jack Turn- 
er, our most popular radio artist. 
The song was published and in the 
stores before anyone recognized its 
similarity to ‘‘Marcheta,” 

Of dramatic critics we have three. 
One is a yes-man and that leaves 
two. Of these Boyd Martin, C-J, 
is dean. He has more than a score 
of years of experience to his dis- 
credit, founded the University of 
Louisville Players and has made 
much from little Rollo Wayne, now 
designing sets in N’Yawk, who is 
his protege. But why rub it in? 

Dan Thompson, Times, is the 
other. He’s the Mussolini of picture 
mentors and says pretty much what 
he thinks with the result that he 
has been invited to remain away 
from previews of films not already 
actually purchased for a local show- 
ing. 

Louisville has more pretty girls, 
better dressed, than any town six 
times its size. The Kentucky Derby 
(pronounced like Al Smith's hat) is 
the biggest annual event. 

Of all cooling systems in local 
houses the Rialto’s takes the cake. 
It was installed backwards. That 
house also pays an orchestra of 
séven to play three five-minute 
overtures every day. There is noth- 
ing for the horn-tooters to do the 
rest of the time. 

Admiral More Difficult 

Everyone down here is a “colonel” 
and it doesn’t mean a thing, Jack 
Warnes. Governor Flim Flam Flem 
Sampson will appoint anybody a 
“colonel” (since there is no clause 
in the constitution of this common- 
wealth to prevent him from doing 
so), but only his personal friends 


(Continued on page 70) 


prices at two-bits. Does away with 
cut rates and prizes. 

Play is away off with mercury 
hitting around 62. 


Forum 


New York, Sept. 22. 
Editor Variety: 
We want to call your attention 
to what we think is one of the most 
deliberate steals of material ever 
made by a performer, namely, the 
Arnaut Bros, from Novelle Bros. 
We happen to be blood relations, 
first cousins, Some years ago in a 
controversy between Novelle Bros. 
and Arnaut Bros. it was decided by 
the V. M. P. A. and N. V. A. that 
both teams were entitled to same. 
In 1929, we designed and had con- 
structed a special new act, invest- 
ing several thousand dollars to get 
away from Arnaut Bros. and all 
Similar acts, namely an idea of us- 
ing a girl and a bird cage with our 
whistling and loving bird imitations 
through the bars. We arranged 
special scenery, special lighting ef- 
fects, dancing, talking, costumes, 
shoes, music, etc. 
We produced the act here, re- 
hearsed it, and then sailed for 
Europe, where we broke in our new 
act. Your Abel Green covered us 
in Paris and in Cannes in January. 
We played all over Europe, several 
of your correspondents coming back 
to see us after watching the per- 
formance. We were aiso covered in 
London by your office. We had 
many other reviews and pictures 
showing the full idea of the bird 
cage, 
On June 18, 1930, the Arnaut 
Bros. said they had a new idea 
without saying what it was; also 
carrying the line “The Original Two 
Loving ‘Birds’,” which is false, the 
proofs of which we know and the 
whole show world knows. They 
claim that their new and original 
act is protected by “Variety's” Pro- 
tected Material Department. 
Week before last under New Acts 
in “Variety,” a description was 
given of Arnaut Bros.’s new act. 
We were very much surprised to 
learn they are using a girl and a 
bird cage. This time we do not in- 
tend to allow the Arnauts or any 
other act to take our ideas, our 
money and time and claim them as 
their own 

We. have, just come back from 
Europe and we open for R-K-O 
Sept. 24, with our own idea of the 
bird cage in our new act. 
Novelle Bros. 


New York, Sept. 18. 

My Dear Friend— 

It shows you the Great Sir Jo- 
seph Ginzburg, King of the Radio 
World and King of the Vitaphone 
Artists of the World reads and buys 
your paper, the greatest published 
circulation of Variety, every week, 
and didn’t miss a single number, 
and I want you immediately to de- 
nounce the outrageous untruthful 
lies that says that Jake Ginzburg 
in Chicago is my brother, and I 
swear of God no such thing exists, 
and, in fact, I have nobody in Chi- 
cago as brother living, and as long 
as this is not the truth then all 
article is false and Jake Ginzburg 
should be brought to justice for a 
false representation it is on his part 
an outrageous lie and you should 
investigate before you publish such 
outrageous lies. 

I can prove you by my best, dear- 
est. beloved friends, Mr. Willie 
Howard and Mr. Eugene Howard 
they are my managers and repre- 
sentatives, and they know me for 
good many years, and all the broth- 
ers I've got and who are they and 
where they are. I haven’t got no- 
body by that name in Chicago that 
claims he is my brother. Everybody 
is nowadays jealous of the Great 
Sir Jdéseph Ginzburg, King of the 
Radio World and King of Vitaphone 
Artists of the World, and they can’t 
keep the good man down and they 
can't take nothing away from me. 

I would come up to see you in 
your office, but I was very busy 
with my entertainments part of the 
summer. I was with Mr. Willie 
Howard in Long Beach, L. L, on 
vacation and week end holiday, La- 
bor Day celebration of the Great 
Sir Joseph Ginzburg, King of the 
Radio World and King of Vitaphone 


appear at Fain Lodge, Fallsburg, 
N. Y. So I expect denouncement 


(Continued on page 70) 


Artists of the World requested to 


h 
either way. That has been going on now forabout two Ar mers 
but few seemingly aware of it. 

Few ships so far are equipped for phoning. Rates are much less than 
land to land over seas. With the phone toll from New York to London 
$45 for three minutes, to sea from New York five days out is quoted aa 
$25 for the same time. 

Phoning tolls are divided between AT&T and IT&T. The International 
is said to have projected the idea in which the American T&T joined, 
Through a marginal line across all oceans occurs a division of the tolls 
AT&T charges from America to the marginal line, and IT&T takes its 
portion for the distance and beyond the line. Phoning from the other 
side to the Atlantic would give IT&T the edge, which AT&T secures on 
the eastward cails. 

When properly connected it’s like talking locally. Connection fairly 
made in waiting time, with the phone company advising the caller it 
atmospheric conditions are interfering with boat’s reception. 


Want $1,000 No. 2 Golf Prize 


(Miss) Bobby Folsom and Ben Blue will be the show business’ repre- 
sentatives in the pony golf tournament in Greater New York, to be held 
shortly. Conditions require a certain low made on a local miniature. 
Miss Folsom and Blue are not so anxious to represent the show bust- 


ness as they are to cop the G. 4 


in Memory of a Boy 
New Lefcourt building, now being erected at the northwest corner of 
Broadway and 49th street, is dedicated to the memory of Allen J. Lef- 
court, son of A. E. Lefcourt, the builder. The boy, 17, died a few months 
ago. 
At the top of the ten-story building is a specially constructed niche in 
which a bust statue in stone of the lad has been placed. 


Contents of a Nite Club 


Nite club in New York: 
One case of unbought woolly dogs and boudoir dolls, forlorn in the 
foyer. 
Yards of draped ceiling, gray with the smoke of many nights. 
One extra measuring glass served with ginger ale, denoting “ask and 
ye shall receive.” 
One bass drum painted with a terrific landscape. 
One m. c. (Marjorie of Ceremonies) whose insulting comments are 
in vogue. 
Twelve chorus girls uninterested in everything but the the mirrors. 
Ten black lace dresses. 
One baby piano ready to be rolled to floor-center for a torch ballad. 
One gray-suited business man whose flying heels trip up every couple. 
One artists’ model who stipulates payment at so much per hour when 
she goes nite-clubbing with boy friends. 
One nite club reporter, after news and things. 
One bandsman megaphoning softly against time. 
One party of merry-makers growing conversational only when the 
show is in progress. 
Two inevitable remarks by the m. c. about Tex Guinan and Peg Joyce. 
Three theatrical celebs, afraid they won't get the chance to refuse 
to do a number 
Twenty waiters applauding vociferously always. 
One couple dancing on a dime. 
One girl who dances hatiess and in street clothes and smiles at the 
musicians. 
Nine parts of boredom to one of synthetic fun. 


RKO—Big Show Month! 


HARRY RICHMAN 
MITCHELL & DURANT 
MARION SUNSHINE 
YORK & KING 
BENNY DAVIS & His Stars 


Wednesday to Friday, Sept. 24 to 26 
7 STAR SUCCESS 
BRIDE 


OF REGIMENT 


THE 


with Vivienne Segal—Allan Prior 


6 RKO ACTS 


Wednesday to Friday. Sept. 24-26 


7 STAR SUCCESS 


RL, CARROLL VANITIES 


67 Glittering Scenes—1!,000 Laughs 
Herb WILLIAMS—Jimmy SAVO—Jack BENNY 
A Cast of (50 and the 
Wost Beautiful Girls in the World 
462 Good Baicony Seats at $1.00 


NEW AMSTERDAM THEA., W. 42d St. 
Nightly and Popular Mats. WED. and SAT. 


2nd YEAR 


BROCK PEMBERTON Presents 


Strictly Dishonorable 


Preston Sturges’ Famous Comedy 
with TULLIO CARMINATI 
Staged by Antoinette Perry & Mr. Pemberton 


Never at Cut Rates 
AVON 


THEATRE 
Eves.8 :50. 


West 45th Street 
Mats. Thurs. & Sat.2:30 


DAVID BELASCO presents 


DANCING PARTNER 


A NEW COMEDY 


with Lynne Overman. trene Purcell F 

Henry Stephenson, Charlotte Granville BRIDE pe REGIMENT 
“Mr. Belasco has put another happy success to Toe y 
his name. will no doubt with Vivienne Segal—Allan Prior 
sweep women their feet.’’ 

—Charles Darnton, Eve. World CAB CALLOWAY 
BELASCO THEA., W. 44th St.. East of B’way and Band from Cotton Club 
Eves. 8:40. Mats Thurs. and Sat, 2:40 


GOOD SEATS ON SALE AT BOX OFFICE 


10TH MONTH 


GRACE GEORGE 


“DOUGH BOYS” 


A Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer Picture 
with Buster Keaton, Cliff Edwards 


Cliff Edwards 

in the St. John Ervine comedy 3en Blue in Revrue-Bunchuk-Orcte 
“FIRST MRS. FRASER” APITOL B'WAY & 
with A, E. Matthews 5ist ST. 


48th St.. FE. of B’way. Fres. 


PLAYHOUSE Sing: Wed. dat. 


The Theatre Guild Presents 
THE NEW 


Garrick Gaieties 


Seats at Box Office, $1-$3.00 


GUILD THEATRE 
52ND ST., W. OF BYWAY 


FRIDAY, SEPT. 26—Al JOLSON IN PERSON 
Y 60th St. & 7th Ave. Dir. 
of S. L. Rothafel (ROX) 


O First Time at Popular Prices 


X ALL QUIET On The 
Y WESTERN FRONT 


Louis Wolhéim, Lewis Ayres, John Wray 


Evgs. 8:30. Mats. Thurs & Sat., 2:39 Stage Prologue—Entire Ensemble 
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1930 


FO THE LADIES 


VARIETY 55 


All summer Jean Acker, who has 

st arrived in New York, has been 
visiting Peggy Joyce at the latter's 
villa, at Cap. d’Ail, on the Riviera, 
having abandoned her apartment at 
920 East 57th street, New York. 
Jean first gained notice through be- 
ing introduced in Hollywood by 
Nazimova, at that time a popular 
star in pictures. Then Jean mar- 
ried and divorced Valentino, leav- 
ing Rudy to marry Natacha Ram- 
pova, as Winifred Shaughnessy 
called herself. Oddly enough Wini- 
‘fred (whose stepfathers included a 
brother of Elsie de Wolfe and Rich- 
ard Hudnut, perfume manufacturer) 
nad aiso been a close friend of 
Nazimova, having designed cos- 
tumes and sets for that aciress. 

Last July Miss Acker sued Wil- 
liam R. Delehanty, realty promoter, 
to secure $18,400 a year for the rest 
‘ef her life. She claimed she had 
received $65,000 under an agree- 
ment, but that Delehenty, who is 
married, still owed her $25,600. 


There and Back 

Helen Broderick and her hus- 
band, Lester Crawford, who went to 
the Coast to play their original 
roles ‘in the talker version of “Fifty 
Million Frenchmen,” now return 
‘East, much preferring Freeport to 
Hollywood. William Gaxton also 
played his original role in that pro- 
duction, taking his wife, Madeleine 
Cameron, to the coast with him. 

Genevieve Tobin was in Holly- 
wood at the same time, but not for 
Warner Brothers. She has signed 
for another picture with U. Gene- 
vieve is always chaperoned by her 
mother. 


Lady Inverclyde has been in Hol- 
lywood, drawing caricatures of 
stars for a London _ publication. 
Lord Inverclyde, with whom she is 
rumored to have had a difference of 
opinion, is in Scotland. They were 
married, in London.in. March, 1929, 
after her appearance in New York 
in Arthur Hammerstein’s “Polly.” 

Known merely as June, her real 
name being June Tripp, Lady In- 
verclyde was a musical comedy fa- 
vorite in England. She married 
Inverclyde after his divorce from 
Olive Sainsbury, who then married 
‘dames T. Pearce. 


Socially Registered 
Anne Tonetti, in the Social Regis- 
ter, is in the cast of “Roadside,” the 
Lynn Riggs play produced by Ar- 
thur Hopkins. Daughter of Mrs. 
Francois Tonetti, her father was a 
well known sculptor. 


Whitney-Altemus 

Sept. 25 John Hay Whitney, one 
of the richest men in America, 
marries Mary Elizabeth Altemus, 
daughter of Mrs. Dobson Altemus 
Eastman and Lemuel Altemus. 

Miss Altemus was once reported 
engaged to Fred Astaire, musical 
comedy. Mr. Whitney is a friend 
of many stage and literary notables, 
including Donald Ogden Stewart 
and Robert Benchley. His father, 
the late Payne Whitney, left $178,- 
000,060. 

John Hay Whitney is a first 
cousin of Cornelius (Sonny) Whit- 
hey, who was sued by Evan Bur- 
ro--es-Fontaine, dancer, who said 
he was the father of her child. He 
Was then divorced by Marie Norton, 
who later married William A. Har- 
riman, 


Spiritualistic Play 

David Belasco, well satisfied with 
the success of his first production 
of the season, “Dancing Partner,” 
opens his second, “Tonight or 
Never,” in Washington Nov. 3. The 
cast, headed by Helen Gahagan 
(who has been studying singing in 
Europe), includes Melvyn Douglas, 
Ferdinand Gottschalk and Warbur- 
ton Gamble, 

Then comes Belasco’s “The Berg,” 
by Ernest Raymond, for Beth Mer- 
rill, a play on spiritualism. Ika 
Chase, now acting in Hollywood, 
-has been engaged. This socially 
registered actress is the daughter 
of Edna Woolman Chase, editor of 
“Vogue,” who in private life is Mrs. 
Richard Newton. 


Vallee Socially 

Rudy Vallee has arranged to ap- 
pear personally with his orchestra 
at all club dances this fall at the 
ultra-fashionable colony at Tuxedo 
Park, N. Y. He recently enter- 
tained at the bachelor dinner given 
by Henry Bradley Martin, son of 
the exclusive Mr. and Mrs. Bradley 
Martin. . 


Leonie Cauchois, who divorced 


Vallee after divorcing Frank Mc- 
Coy, is now married to Howard N. 
Coulter, navy leutenant. 


Irene Bordoni’s Distinction 

The best dressed woman seen at 
Newport all summer was Irene Bor- 
doni. She gave a special concert 
recital last week at the Casino the- 
atre. Her magnificent diamond 
brooch and bracelets intrigued the 
colony of fashionable millionaires 
lingering on for the international 
yacht races. 


The Bennetts 
Richard Bennett opens at the Ly- 
ceum Oct. 14 in “The Solid South,” 


(Continued on page 67) 


3 FEMME STANDOUTS 
IN ‘OUTWARD BOUND’ 


Helen Chandler, Alison Skipworth 
and Beryl Mercer derive separate 
honors from their performances in 
“Outward Bound.” It speculates on 
what might happen to two intended 
suicides hovering between life and 
death, and takes them for a ride 
on a ship bound for eternity. 

Suiting the eerie story, the three 
performances are sensitive, each one 
cameo-clear. Excellent direction has 
rid Miss Chandler of the ingenue 
mannerisms she has betrayed in 
lesser films and moulded her work 
into something. Miss Skipworth, 
under whose comedy runs an acid 
strain’ of venomous characteriza- 
tion, brings all her trouper knowl- 
edge to the part of a snobbish 
grande dame. Miss Mercer, as a 
self-sacrificing cockney mother, re- 
lieves the sweetness with ‘beautiful 
touches of light comedy. 

It’s too bad the picture won't be 
a financial success. 


GAY PRINCESS OF JAZZ 


With Accent Lyda Roberti 
Imitations 


Does 


At the Paramount, Lyda Roberti, 
otherwise known as “The Polish 
Princess of Jazz,” borrows French 
accents. to swell the number of imi- 
tators. Very gay, she later jazzes 
things up in the American night 
club manner, looking well in a black 
and white frock that would be im- 
proved by the addition of sheer 
black hose. ' 

In the current “Black and Silver 
Revue,” costumed in black and sil- 
ver, the Gluck-Sandor Girls provide 
an excellent dance novelty in which 
fans, waved by six girls shrouded 
in shadow, appear to be spirited 
about the stage to dance tempo. 

A girl who may or may not be 
Electa Havel works smoothly with 
Seed and Austin. She wears a dream 
of a negligee in transparent velvet 
shading from gray into black. 


Compson and Johnson’s 
Fight for Their Man 


That old melodrama, “The Spoil- 
ers,” has two girls fighting over 
their man. Betty Compson as the 
dance hall flirt, flitting about an 
Alaskan dive in the sequined ruffles 
of gold-rush days, is doomed to de- 
feat. But she puts up a good fight 
and finally uncovers a heart of gold 
in time to straighten out matters. 
The part is overplayed. 

Kay Johnson is the good girl, the 
skirts of whose riding habit trail 
unsmirched through Alaskan mud. 
Even though the hero doubts, the 
audience never believes for a mo- 
ment she is in cahoots with the 
villains. Miss Johnson plays sin- 
cerely and is pretty enough not to 
look silly in one of those ridiculous 
little fedora hats women used to 
wear. 


Cutting Room Floor 
As Storage for Julanne 


Julanne Johnston’s role in “The 
Way of All Men” breaks brevity 
records. She nods at the hero and 
walks beyond camera boundaries to 
vanish forever. That may signify 
hers is probably the original face 
on the cutting room floor. 

Dorothy Revier has more to do as 
she treads the way of all forgotten 
film women sinking lower and lower 
until she is redeemed by the hero’s 
reformation. Her southern accent 
is as fickle as her boy friend, but 
she screens prettily in the melodra- 
matic story that has audiences 
jaughing in wrong spots. 


Did You Know That— 


Hollywood, Sept. 23. 

Harriett Parsons has resign- 
ed from “Photoplay”...Gloria 
Swanson is exquisitely dressed 
in “What a Widow”...Jack 
Warner has bought property at 
Malibu and will build next 
year...Genevieve Tobin looked 
lovely in a black frock with a 
cream lace yoke and crystal 
ornaments lunching at the 
Embassy the other day, and 
Grace Menken Lytell wore a 
stunning dark red suit trimmed 
in black Persian lamb...The 
Ned Marins have taken a new 
house in Los Angeles...Doro- 
thy Peterson attended the Ruth 
Collier and Minna Wallis 
luncheon recently, as did Mrs. 
Adolph Menjou, Dorothy Se- 
bastian, Sally Eilers, Inez 
.Courtney, Mrs. Jimmy Gleason 
and Mary Mulhern Pickford... 
Billy Wellman is going on a 
hunting trip with Darryl Za- 
nuck in British Columbia... 
Brrrr...Brrrr...Doris. Kenyon 
Sills suffered a_ collapse... 
Marion Spitzer is spending a 
few days in Catalina with 
Mary Astor on  \Jocation... 
Dorothy Jordan is developing 
into a fine little actress... 
Green moleskin is becoming 
very fashionable for the fall. 


U. MARINES AGAIN 
MIX IN THE CHORUS 


Fortunately for South Sea maid- 
ens and musical comedy book writ- 
ers, there is one group of heroes 
that can always be counted on. The 


United States Marines, Lord love 
‘em, are always just around the 
corner, ready to protect virture, 
quell a native uprising or swell a 
mixed chorus. 

“Luana” has its quota of languid 
South Sea gals whose life is glad- 
dened by blue-coated land sailors. 
It has also a heroine who, rolling of 
eye and swaying of hip, speaks in 
liquid pigeon English before going 
into a song whose diction is perfect 
and whose notes are well-trained. 
The part has fallen to Reth Altman, 
Former Rio Rita show girl. She 
looks well in the robes of a Puna 
princess and brings expected man- 
nerisms to the South Sea formula. 
Her voice is sweet and full but the 
score provides no opportunity to 
distinguish it. 

Lillian Bond grasps all the chances 
provided by a roguish part to in- 
gratiate herself. Doris Carson bub- 
bles on and off having gained a 
deal of chic and assurance since her 
last appearance. Her first dress is 
one of the prettiest frocks in the 
show, a citron green ensemble with 
olive green impositions and match- 
ing hat. Diana Chase is perhaps 
too well groomed as a scientist who 
goes expeditioning in slick dresses 
and white kid gloves. 

Faced with the problem of cos- 
tuming the chorus solely in hula 
costumes, Le Maire varied the idea 
by using many materials. Silk 
floss; thin and coarse straws, fringe, 
flower garlands, cock and ostrich 
feathers lend variety to the same 
type of costumes and create color- 
ful pictures in the South Sea 
romance. 


MARRIAGES 


Anne Busch to Ben Seidenberg 
in Brooklyn, N. Y., Sept. 20, Bride 
is secretary to Ben Lefkowitz, 
R-K-O film booker. 


Harry Ross (Ross and Edwards) 
to Nancy Decker, former wife of 
Lew Katz (Katz Bros.). 

Millicent Worden, actress, to 
William H. Cannon, non-pro, at the 
Little Church Around the Corner, 
Sept. 17. 

Paula A. Andreo, actress, to Noel 
Meadow, writer, in New York City 
on Sept. 19. 

Julia Lindemann to Rudolph 
Amendt in Berlin recently. Bride 
Milwaukee society woman. Groom 
former member Pabst theatre (Mil- 
waukee) German stock company, 

Clair BE. Hollander, manager of 
Cypress, Ithaca, N. Y., to Lucile 
Knight, Elmira, at Elmira, Sept. 18. 

Don Cook, leading man of sum- 
mer stock at Elitch’s, Denver, and 
Frances Beranger of the same com- 
pany, were married in Hollywood. 
Their marriage will be the second 
in the family in a short time. Miss 
Margaret deMille, step-sister of 
Miss Beranger, married A. B. Fine~- 
man, producer, Tucson, Ariz. a 
couple of weeks ago. 


The Parisian Front 
By Christine 


Paris, Sept. 12. 

All the signs are beginning to 
appear that Paris will be absolutely 
pepped up for the new season by 
the end of next week at least. Arty 
people are coming back to their left 
bank studios to freeze for the win- 
ter, and give soul parties where 
there won’t be anything much in the 
way of food, but plenty of lofty 
thinking and candles, 

Students are finding themselves 
attics—and spending the rest of the 
time drinking beer at the Dome, 
which up till now has been crowded 
with meat packers from Chicago 
touring the world. 

Shows are beginning to open and 
sunburn resorts preparing to close. 

The surest sign, socially speak- 
ing, is that the Ritz dinner dances 
have recommenced. At the first 
one was the Duchesse de Nemours, 
an American girl before she met the 
Duke, and a daughter-in-law to the 
sister of the King of the Belgians, 
after marrying him. She had ona 
straightlined white satin gown with 
no trimming save a sheaf of pleats 
down the front—and a handful of 
emeralds divided into earrings, 
brooch, bracelet and necklace. Her 
shoes were the same green as the 
stones, and she had in addition a 
short ermine jacket. A credit to the 
Ritz. 


Cocktail Shaker Prize 

As for the resorts where all the 
pretty ladies have put on sunburns 
the past season, they will soon fold 
up. Biarritz will die hard and with 
plenty of action, since Jean Charles 
Worth, the big dressmaker, is stag- 
ing an elegant publicity stunt there. 
He is organizing a polo match be- 
tween two amateur teams, French 
and American, and will present to 
the winner neither a cup nor a 
cocktail shaker but a flying horse. 


Gigolos 

The Ambassadeurs’ the other 
afternoon while not particularly 
chic on the femme end, composed 
chiefly of poules and sturdy Amieri- 
can dames there for tea and noth- 
ing more, was nevertheless inter- 
esting because all the Argentine 
gigolos seemed to be back in town. 

You can tell a gigolo a mile away. 
There is no doubt about them when 
the dancing that’s going on is to 
American jazz music. 

Hal Kemp’s orchestra with its 11 
good looking boys was snapping it 
up and doing croon tunes by turn, 
but not an Argentine moved. They’d 
rather writhe through a tango any 


day, taking life pretty hard for the 
minute, as they do, they simply 
can’t loosen up. 

The Maharaja de Patiala Dhiraji 
also at one of the tables. He re- 
laxed happily to the jazz several 
times, like the jolly old Maharaja 
he is. 


“Artistic” Americans 


Nadja gave a cing a five to seven 
cocktail party at which were some 
of Paris’ more artistic Americans. 
Paul Swan was there, with his eyes 
made up as usual and his shirt not 
carefully laundered, as usual. Collar 
turned down at throat in romantic 
fashion, so what matter? In conver- 
sation with Edna Wallace Hopper 


—chirp as ever—and they both got. 


quite burnt up about their wife and 
husband respectively. 

Aside from the mystery in Paul’s 
own peculiar dancing is also the 
mystery about his wife and two 
children about whom he speaks 
whenever anybody will listen. No- 
body—in Paris at least—has ever 
laid eyes on them, but Paul ex- 
plains their continuous absence by 
the fact he believes in keeping wives 
in the background, when you are a 
husband with a career. It seems 
somehow, though, as if Paul could 
safely bring his family out into the 
open now. 


Nadja’s Photos 


Nadja herself had lots of pic- 
tures of Nadja around, taken in 
various natural attitudes of the 
dance. Her figure is as ever, a good 
thing as she is planning to dance 
again this next season—probably in 
a revue. Her new book about the 
why of love, life and suffering came 
out some weeks ago, and is called 
“More Episodes.” Pretty heavy ow 
the S. A, situation. 

At the party was a young, good 
looking boy now singing in the 
Episcopal choir here in Paris. He 
used to be a tewish rabbi in New 
York, then suddenly feeling a 
change of heart, he preached as 
hard against his church as he had 
for it. 

Now he’s going in for French 
musical revues, if he can get in. 
He really ought not to have a very 
difficult time as he’s got nice curly 
hair and an exaellent voice. One of 
the Paramount company managers 
who was also a guest, heard him 
and immediately dated him up for 
a test in talkers. All he has to do 
now is learn a foot tap routine and 
success will probably come to him, 


WOMEN REBEL AT WILD 
ANIMAL FILM’S SCENES 


It is not surprising that the audi- 
ence Friday afternoon of “Africa 


Speaks” was mostly men, The film 
of life on the veldt, highly instruc- 
tive though it may be, includes the 
most terrible shots ever shown on 
the screen, to a woman. To watch 
them without yielding to the in- 
clination to turn away is to become 
ill, with the sickish gruelling sight 
of natives being attacked and de- 
voured by beasts of the jungle. 


Reacting against her fainting sis- 
ter of the 90s, modern woman usu- 
ally prides herself on an ability to 
remain poised and unhysterical in 
trying situations, but it takes more 
fortitude than she possesses to 
watch the unpleasant sights in this 
wild animal picture. 


These scenes are at the end of the 
film, otherwise it is doubted if many 
women would remain to seé the pic- 
ture out. In Africa, it seems from 
this picture, women are traded for 
hyenas, do all the hard work and 
where facial disfigurement is oblig- 
atory. 


The African beauty parlor sug- 
gests no improvement on our own 
luxurious salons, but native copper 
jewelry could be modified into 
something rather chic for street 
wear—all but the appointments of 
one belle whose love of decoration 
led her to pierce her ear with an 
ordinary American safety pin, 


BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. Harry Shutan, 
daughter, Sept. 15 at Long Beach 
hospital, Long Beach, Cal. Father 
is stage and screen actor. 

Mr. and Mrs. Chaz Chase at the 
Beth David Hospital, New York, 
daughter, 


Author All Wrong Over 
Modern Girls’ Choice 
For Talents or Looks 


The feminine psychology in 
“That’ s Gratitude’ was written 
from a man’s viewpoint. Frank 
Craven has his dowdy heroine la< 
meniing that only her voice is beau- 
tiful and that a girl, given the 
choice between a fine talent and a 
pretty face, would choose the latter. 

Mr. Craven is not very acute on 
modern maidens. A girl, given Mr. 
Craven’s choice, would pick the 


talent, then hie herself to a cosme- 
tician and plastic surgeon. 


Events of the play finally force 


this transformation on the heroine 
who escapes to a theatrical career 
in New York and, under the guiding 
hand of her manager, turns into 
somewhat of a beauty, scintillating 
under an obvious blond wig and 
conspicuous jewelry. Again Mr. 
Craven in wrong. The modern girl 
who had enough sense to follow her 
talent would have enough discrim- 
ination not to transform herself into 
a Mae West. 


Myrtle Clark handles the roi 
well, acting convincingly and sing- 
ing in a sweet voice that program 
notes say was trained for opera. As 
her younger sister, Thelma Marsh 
is as important as the part allows. 
Maida Reade is excellent as a solid 
and talkative mother who keeps a 
cook in good humor, tries to speed 
the parting guest and vigilantly 
guards the key to the liquor closet. 
Helen Mehrmann, who has a way of 
playing tyrranical servant girls so 
that every house-wife in the audi- 
ence immediately recognizes an old 
enemy, probably regrets the type 
system if she ever had a yen to play 


Ophelia, 
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15 YEARS AGO 


(From Variety and Clipper) 


VOL. 100 No. 11 


U. S. was sending plays to Eng- 
land besides arms and food. Among 
the productions current or due in 
London were “Romance” (same as 
recent Metro picture), “Kick In” and 
“A Full House.” It was calculated 
that of the 5,000 English actors call- 
able to the colors, 2,000 already had 
enlisted, 


Zep raids had begun in London, 
but the censors held back all but the 
most general information. Garbled 
stories reached New York, via neu- 
tral countries. One of them was that 
the London Alhambra had been hit 
and 300 killed. 


Legit managers had agreed to cut 
out the cut rate tickets, but the in- 
side story was that there were de- 
fections in the legit ranks. Any- 
how, there was scarcely a show in 

_ that Joe Leblang couldn’t sup- 
ply ducats for around 7 o'clock of an 
evening. 


Joe Plunkett, producer, heard of a 
piece in Europe called “Tipperary 
Mary” and bought the rights by 
cable. When the script got here it 
was pronounced “impossible.” So 

">Joe ordered a new operetta written 
around the titie. 


New York City authorities frown- 
ed upon picture studios on Manhat- 
tan island and, accordingly, they be- 
gan to move, starting with the Fa- 
mous Players’ plant which projected 
a Bronx location. Others were set 
for Westchester county and northern 
New Jersey, near Fort Lee. 


Commodore Stuart Blackton open- 
ed an anti-war picture called “The 
Battle Cry of Peace” at the Vita- 
graph theatre (Criterion) which was 
a smash. It did $10,000 in the first 
week at two shows a day. 


Evelyn Nesbitt was booked for the 
New York Palace at $2,000 as the 
start of a Keith tour. Partner was 
Jack Clifford. 


50 YEARS AGO 


(From Clipper ) 


Talmadge, New York preacher, 
the Billy Sunday of his day, was a 
flop in San Francisco. Friends or- 
ganized a benefit on his departure 
for the east, 


Death of David L. Downing, band- 
master, recalls interesting data 
about picturesque old New York. 
Downing was an obscure musician 
who went through the Civil War as 
a member of the Tist Regiment 
band. When James Fisk, Jr., sen- 
sational playboy of the era, became 
colonel of the 9th New York Regi- 
ment he commissioned Downing to 
organize a band of 100 pieces for 
that outfit. Band gave Sunday con- 
certs in Fisk's Grand Opera House, 
built by Fisk as a setting for his 
lady friend, who figured in one of 
the most sensational scandals of the 
decade. 

Augustin Daly produced for the 
first time in America the play 
“Tiote,” from the French, at Daly’s 
theatre in New York. In the cast 
were John Drew, Ada Rehan and 

& Isabel Eversson. 


Endurance contest was on in Chi- 
cago testing distance possibilities of 
man vs. horse in go-as-you-please 
of 156 hours. Both horse handlers 
and trainers of pedestrians thought 
they had the soft end of the con- 
test and betting was brisk. 


New York had its traffic prob- 
lems, but it concerned the water 
rather than the streets. Hudson 
river tows with hawsers a hundred 
yards long held ferry boats in their 
slips and prevented travelers from 
making train connections in Jersey 
City. 


Remakes of former silent features into talkers are seemingly receiving 
more thought from the distributors than the producers. Distributors are 
trying to reach a conclusion whether it is worth while making remakes 
in dialog. So far the box office reports have been negative for substan- 
tial results. 


It may be that a sufficiently long period has not elapsed between those 
silents chosen for the remakes, and the remade talkers. With the same 
patrons as a class and only the newer theatregoers in between, taking 
into consideration the remade picture was a hit as a silent, there are too 
many who saw the silent. Evidently the impression with them is that 
the addition of sound and dialog do not make it worth while to sit 
through the picture a second time. It’s like a forgotten play or song. 


To remake in dialog, as it is claimed some producers think of doing, 
the former silents under a different title, as a decoy, may be dangerous. 
That might seriously imperil the good will of any theatre playing the de- 
ceptive talker. That it is a remake can not be hidden. Though the local 
critics failed to mention it, tne public will recognize and talk. 


Remakes of silents as a rule not only tell of a scarcity of script mate- 
rial but that it is a tested story for the screen. While the film rights are 
owned by the producer, most often additional investment is called for to 
add on the dialog rights of the original, when from a stage play. 


About the most outstanding remake to date is Warners’ “Three Faces 
East.” It is doing real business with the credit given to the casting, 
rather than strength of the revived story. In “Faces” Constance Ben- 
nett and Eric von Stroheim were placed in the leads. That appears to 
have turned the box office trick. 


On remakes if nothing else in the production way, the producer might 
well confer with its distributor. 


Before the late Milton Sills decided to adopt a stage career, he was 
an associate, in experimental psychology, at the University of Chicago, 
of a group of men who later were to win marked distinction in the field 
of education. Among those who worked in the laboratory with Sills 
were: Dr. Frank Pierpont Graves, now commissioner of education for 
New York State; Dr. James R. Angell, now of Yale; Prof. John F. 
Shepard, a member ef the psychology department at the University of 
Michigan; Prof. Harvey Carr, who now heads the department of psy- 
chology at Chicago University, and Dr. John B. Watson, of New York, 
noted behaviorist, author and advertising expert. 


“Back in 1903 we were studying visual after-images,” said Dr. Graves, 
“and Sills seemed devoted to the work.” 


“His work in experimental psychology was fine and he might easily 
have taken his Ph.D. degree by working a short time longer.” 


P. P. Milton called on Mrs. Graves and myself at our home frequently. 
“It came as a surprise to members of our group, working in experimental 
psychology, to learn, in 1905, that he was going on the stage. I knew 
he had been attending a school of acting in Chicago, and was associated 
with the Little Theatre, but I never dreamed he would decide to devote 
all his efforts to the stage.” 


How the Hollywood trades people are crying that the picture colony 
is not paying off. That goes all the way from the butcher to the jeweler 
and is not necessarily a trait currently restricted to the coast. 


One example of the situation was a dinner party given by a picture 
executive. Three sheriffs walked in on the heels of the final guest. 
All because the host owed a $250 bill to a newsdealer for delivery of the 
L. A. daily papers. It put the dinner party in an uproar. The sheriffs 
wanted the big touring car and the host wanted to go through the floor. 


Emergency measures were frantic calls to the exec’s business manager, 
who couldn’t be found, it being fight night. But the exec left his guests 
flat, hopped the big car and went in search of his ex-checquer to no 
result. An hour later he returned, the guests were still waiting, and 
so were the sheriffs. Ensued an argument with the gendarmes over 
taking the ace auto. A compromise was effected whereby the law drove 
away in a smaller model retailing at $550 new. And as far as anyone 
knows, the cops still have the car, the exec being burned up at the 
newsdealer and insisting that he’d rather lose the car than pay the bill. 

The gentlemen then joined the ladies. 


A cable last week to “Variety” from Sydney stated Paramount had 
bought in on the Union Theatres chain of that country for $1,750,000. 
Not printed as it was incorrect. At the very time this report circulated 
in Sydney, the U. T’s. Australian representative in New York, while 
not denying Paramount's attention to the chain, stated U. T. is in a 
sound position and not angling for a foreign affiliation. Paramount said 
the same thing, as far as any closure of a deal was concerned. 

Paramount may go through with the U. T. matter. Up to date no 
money amount has been mentioned between Par and U. T. It is also 
understood if Par does buy in on U, T., it will do so under a mutually 
friendly attitude with Fox in that country, Fox having lately bought 
control of Hoyt’s chain over there. 


A burlesque producer recently blew in and out of Hollywood. In be- 
tween two comedy talkers were ruined through his suggestions. That is 
why he blew out. 

Burlesque men, producers or actors, always have believed they held the 
keynote to comedy on the talking screen, in full lengths or shorts. They 
bewailed the lack of opportunity to enlighten Hollywood. 

This one fellow who went wrong has probably washed up the colony for 
all other burlesque comedy, for there is no new burlesque comedy; it’s 
all old, even now on the burlesque stage as well. Much of it has gotten 
over on the legit musical stage, especially in black outs. The wrong bits 
may have been selected for the screen, but the samples were so bad no 
burlesque salesmen can follow them. 


Red tape of studio routine caused a muff recently on the coast. Two 
writers had been on the studio’s payroll for five months writing a story 
around a German spy. Another writer not connected with any studio 
was peddling a story around town about the same character. Both 
stories were almost identical, being based on actual happenings. 

The two staff writers finished their story and submitted it to the head 
of the studio, where it hung fire several months, Meanwhile the boys 
had resigned. 

Finally the freelancer arrived on the scene and sold the studio his story. 

Result was that the one written by the 6ther two writers was discarded 
and the studio was out the combined sum of their paychecks for five 
months. 


B. P. Schulberg has a mongrel pup which has become a houseehold 
companion at “Shulberg on the Pacific’—otherwise known as Malibu 
Beach. Dog became a tip-off to the entire colony as to whether the 
Paramount exec was home or not. If the dog sat in the middle of the 
road, everybody knew the master was not home. No dog, and B. P. 
was present. 

The pup even carried it further. If the studio head happened to stay 
at his town house a couple of nights the animal would go on a search, 
It doesn’t know yet the location of the city residence but is familiar with 
the studio. Hence, the animal would pop up on the lot looking for his 
boss. And from Malibu to the studio is a matter of something like 22 
miles. 


Many headaches last week by those who wonder, wondering why Al 


Smith, J. J. Raskob and Bill Fox needed three bours to eat one lunch 


together. That's how long they talked in the clubhouse, after Playing 


golf on Long Island. . 
The more headaches, the less came out, for no one knew and all 

it up sooner or later. save 
Just as many wonder how much Warner stock Raskob is 

himself, on the books or under cover. The best informed 

Raskob holds so much. Others who think they are bette 

claim Raskob holds control. 


holding, by 
don't think 
r informed 


Back of Jack Warner's imposing Beverly -Hills residence stands 
home on some additional property also owned by the studio head. pth, 
quiring a yen for a summer spot at Malibu Beach, Warner theught e 
cutting the extra domicile into four sections and wheeling it to the thie 
wouldn't be a bad idea, and cheaper than building. P 

It looked like that would be the routine until the exec happened to 
notice a bridge overhanging the road to the beach. Somebody asked 
Jack how he was going to get the house under that span. 

Warner will build at Malibu. 


Joe Frisco walked out on an effort to publicize his return to New 
York last week. Also all stage offers received byghim after reaching 
Broadway. He had declined in Hollywood an offer to appear in person 
at the Chinese, with “Hell’s Angels” on the screen. 

Frisco figured it frem the showmanship angle; that he is shortly to 
appear in his first full length talker, the WB “Gorilla.” Prior Publicity 
might take the edge off if he’s over in that talker, according to Frisco 
who stutters only with his tongue. ‘ 


Studio contact man recently let out by a major coast studio was 
tipped off that the studio was going to make a ravy picture. Contact 
man made a trip to the naval base and got in touch with one of his 
friends, an official. 

When the studio made application for use of the depot for the picture 
it was told that the only man who could put the deal over was its 
former contact man. 
Contact man is now back on the job and stands aces, 


As Al Jolson starts to open at the Capitol, New York Friday (26) for 
a personal appearance for Loew's, his latest picture, “Big Boy” (WB) 
across the street at the Winter Garden (Warners) will go out, after a 
two-week stay there. 


Inside 


Mysteries apparently not in favor this year. Only one current and only 
one announced. Latter is “The Eye Witness,” with Shuberts producing, 
It's the backwash of last year, when Broadway was flooded with them, 
mostly busts. 


More non-Caucasian actors will be working when current legit season 
gets into play ‘han im years. “Hot Rhythm” and “Green Pastures,” on 
now, have colored cists. Three more Negro cast shows are en route. 
These are “Brown Buddies,” Marty Forkins’ show with Bill Robinson; 
“Big Nigger,” which Sussanoff Productions is financing, and “Dust,” 
Albert Bannister’s newest. 

“Roar China,” coming in via Theatre Guild, employs 45 Chinese. 


“The Rhapsody,” drama by Louis Anspacher, is the first George M. 
Cohan play ever to draw 100% razz notices. Show is ample proof that 
scripts are meaningless, since off stage Anspacher's play read like a 
world beater. . 

It is said that many tried to prevail upon Cohan not to bring “Rhap<« 
sody” in, as it drew the bird in Philadelphia. 


Publicity is being obtained for the Spoor three-dimension film by 
exciting Philadelphia and Boston into believing either will become No. 2 
Hollywood through it locating there. 

The Philadelphia dailies went off their noodle over the report slipped 
them. Boston also went for it. Blair Coan, rep. for Geo. K. Spoor, is 
doing the talking about a plant. 


Moran and Mack are out of the running so far as Paramount is con- 
cerned, it is reported in New York. Colored teams without the love 
angle, unless they keep up a 100% chatter, don’t continue on the high 
grade. That goes for any team, according to Paramountites. 

On matter of contract, Moran and Mack have completed their work 
for Par. The arrangement was for one picture with an option for a 
second. After “Why Bring That Up?” was made the team was kept on 
for “Anybody’s War.", Latter picture is described as disappointing to 
the inner circle with the present consequence. 


Billy Rose will receive part of the profits from “Vinegar Tree,” which 
Dwight Deere Wiman will produce, with Mary Boland in the leading part. 

Rose originally owned the play, authored by Paul Osborn. He wanted 
Mary Boland for the lead but could not get her due to Wiman having 
her under contract. 

An arrangement was made between Rose and Wiman whereby the 
latter agreed to take the play off Rose's hands for the same price Rose 
paid, also agreeing to give Rose part of all profits. 

Contracts to this effect are ready for signing. 


Geerge White and Lee Shubert each has a piece of Connolly & Swans 
strom’s “Princess Charming,” musical, now being broken in out of town, 
the financial interests that backed the firm’s first production last sea 
son, “Sons o’ Guns,” having withdrawn. Like “Sons o’ Guns,” “Princes% 
Charming” will have a production cost of close to $250,000 before it 
makes its Broadway debut next week at the Imperial. Shubert’s financial 
interest ptaces Connolly and Swanstrom’s productions with the Shubert 
booking office. White’s connection has been in a financial and advisory 
capacity, he sitting in on rehearsals and spending several days in Bostoa 
last week helping to smooth the rough spots. 


Reacting to criticism of “Luana” Arthur Hammerstein promptly exs 
cised two bits after the opening night. Both a bit rough but got laughs 
out of town. One was the kick in the slats. Harry Jans to Lillian Bond, 
from burlesque. The other was an old burlesque line in a rolling chaic 
bit, with Jans and Whalen using it. 

Hammerstein who recently disposed of his quarter of a million home 
at Whitestone, has taken a house at Great Neck. The manager had in< 
tended spending considerable time on the Coast in picture production. 
Change in picture sehedules and cutting down of musical talkers wil 
set back Hammerstein's Coast activities indefinitely. 


Two incoming legits, “Bad Girl” and “Step-daughters of War,” hav@ 
undergone revision and toning down process while shaping out of towa@ 
in order to escape police attention when bowing into New York. 

“Bad Girl,” produced by Robert Newman, was visited by the cops last 
week when the piece opened at the Windsor, Bronx, New York. N92 
pinch was made, but Newman was warned to tone down dialog in spot4 
and delete business which the cops regarded as indecent. 

“Stepdaughters of War,” produced by Chester Erskine and backed bY 
the Frohman Company, also toned down considerably on dialog aftet 
the opening in Baltimore last week. Play revolves around love affair 


between nurses and doughboys during the World War. 
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September 24, 1930 


ZREGETEMATE 


VARIETY 


TICKET LEAGUE BESET 


With Idle Actors in 


Plenty, in New 


York, Imported Casts Bring Disfavor 


With the young season carded for 
an unusual number of English plays 
with virtually all-British casts, a 
tightening up of restrictions gov- 
erning foreign players may result. 
Equity does not disguise its attitude 
over the situation. 

With so many legit actors walk- 
ing the streets, any number of Brit- 
ishers among them, the importation 
of additional English players is re- 
garded to be false economy. Even 
though the latter receive smaller 


‘ galaries, they are usually guaran- 


teed six weeks and transportation 
and usually English successes are 
flops over here. 

Two were opened last week by 
the Shuberts, who brought over 
most of the players from London. 
“Insult™® and “Symphony in Two 
Flats” are regarded having a medi- 
ocre chance. Next week the Shu- 
berts will present a third English 
play, “Nine to Six,” not rated so 
hot by showmen who saw it abroad. 
Among other British imports to 
come is Edgar Wallace’s “On the 


Spot,” which, however, will be cast 


here. The London production has 
one American actor, playing a col- 
lege boy turned gangster. 
The English Status 

Except for the six weeks’ guaran- 
tee, British players take a chance 
in coming over, too, except for 
those with resident alien standing. 


- Under Equity rules unless a for- 
‘eign actor has played at least 100 


weeks here, he cannot go into an- 
other cast after his original engage- 
ment is over, until after a lapse of 
six months. Of the imported casts 
so far none are unit shows, that is, 
entirely British. Unit casts cannot 
count the time played as part of 
the 100-week requirement. All, 
however, must pay dues to Equity, 
though not members, 

An example of casting of English 
players is “Suspense,” first flop of 
the season. Lasted three or four 
days but had the players been 
brought here the manager (¢Dilling- 
ham) would probably have had to 
run the show six weeks. 

Perhaps it is partly the fault of 
resident British actors that others 
are brought over. One, an Austra- 
lian, suddenly sprouted a Piccadilly 
accent. Asked why, he explained 
his salary had been $200 but with 
the accent he had raised it to $500 
and got it. 

One imported cast was engaged 
over there for a Shubert presenta- 
tion here, the actors being given 
shoddy letter forms of contract. An 
English show weekly protested so 
insistently that the regular forms 
of contract with a six weeks’ mini- 
mum guaranteed were substituted. 


I. A. Stage Stock 


Los Angeles, Sept. 23. 
Stock company backed by the 
Sacramento IATSE local opens 
Bept. 28. 
Leads lined up for it were not 
Permitted to leave Hollywood until 
the stagehands posted a bond. 


10, 20, 30 Mellers Again! 


Denver, Sept. 23. 

The National Producing Company 
is opening the old Empress and will 
Put on a series of old-time mellers 
at ten-twent-thirt prices. 

They started out with “Ten Nights 
in a Barroom,” and others will be 
East Lynne,” “Under the Gaslight,” 
“Uncle Tom’s Cabin,” etc., each get- 
ting a week’s run if the experi- 
ment arouses interest. 

Two shows weekdays and three 
Sundays. Mats, 10 and 20 cents. 
Nights, 10, 20, 30. They’ll have to 
back ’em in at that price to make 
enough to eat. 

The company includes Walter Ar- 
lington, eldest manager of popular 
Priced amusement in the U. S., and 

ren Johson, Edward Wicks, Jack 
, wry, Raymona Doyle, Emil Con- 
€y, Rollo Meek, Edyth Wicks, Dick 


racy, Belle Hirsh, Elsie Harr and 
Helen K. May. 


Old Time Agent 


Chicago, Sept. 23. 
Show biz ain’t what it used 
to be, 
An agent was thrown out of 
the Sherman hotel for mixing 
a pail of paste in his room. 


FARNUM QUITS ASS’N 
OF EQUITY AGENTS 


Ralph Farnum has resigned from 
the Theatrical Artists’ Representa- 
tives’ Association. Latter is known 
as the Equity agents, through all 
of its members doing an agency or 
casting business under permits 
from Equity. 

Farnum holds the customary per- 
mits. It is said Farnum does not 
believe his Equity permits obligate 
him to remain a member of a so- 
ciety he prefers to keep away from. 

Farnum #s reported having ad- 
vised Equity of his resignation. He 
was formerly a Keith associate 
agent, at one time declining the 
proffer of a Keith office agency 
franchise that carried restrictions 
with it. He became an independent 
agent, booking everywhere. 


WB B’WAY PRODUCTION 
OF FILMED “ILLICIT” 


Hollywood, Sept. 23. 

Warners’ intention is to produce 
the picture “Illicit” as a stage play 
in New York after the film’s run in 
key cities, 

It will be the first film to get this 
reverse treatment, although others 
have been planned in the past, and 
will be followed by the same process 
on other plays if the experiment 
proves a success. 

“Tllicit” was originally Bought in 
play form from Edith Fitzgerald 
and Robert Riskin. As the company 
bought it outright, no royalty basis 
is involved. 


R-K-0’s Thorough Search 
For Coast Legit Starter 


Hollywood, Sept. 23. 

R-K-O is planning to open its 
first play Oct. 26 at the Mason, ex- 
perimental tryout house leased 
here. This is conditional upon se- 
lection of the play. 

Many scripts have already been 
read here by Fred G. Latham and 
50 were brought back from the east 
by William Le Baron, who will su- 
pervise Radio’s legit activities. 

With the Mason strictly as a lab- 
oratory theatre, where even dubious 
plays will be tried, R-K-O will pick 
possible New York hits out of 
those produced and ship them to 
Broadway for runs, with road tours 
to follow that rather than precede, 
it is understood. And then the 
filming. 

Dearth of picture material more 
specifically than anything else led 
R-K-O to the organization of a 
legit subsidiary. 


MALO-FLYNN AT HOME 
Cincinnati, Sept. 23. 

Gina Malo, leading lady for Jack 
Donahue, in curtain lifter of legit 
season at Shubert, is Janet Flynn, 
a Cincy girl, whose stage success 
in Paris encouraged the change to 
the fancy moniker. Show is scaled 
$1 to $4.40. 


Play and Film Next Door 
Cleveland, Sept. 23. 
Novel competish sitnation created 
by “Little Accident,” playing on 


screen at Palace and in the flesh at 
Brickert, 
away. 


Little Theatre two doors 


FEAR 


Albany Finds Legal Difficul- 
ties, Too—Test Will Come 
When Box Office Smashes 


Appear — Autumn Trade 
Off 


NO BUY HURTS “LUANA” 


The League of New York The- 
atres, formed to curb high prices 
of tickets, appears to be in the 
rough, according to the week’s de- 
velopments. Its legal status has 
been questioned by the state’s at- 
torney general’s office, which stated 
that if the League is operating on 
a commercial basis, it should 
change to a stock rather than a 
membership corporation. 


Although in theory the League is 
regarded as a gesture in the right 
direction, its faults appear to have 
disgruntled managers as well as 
brokers. One of the latter made 
an observation that the League may 
be broken up by Nov. 1 and by the 
managers. The brokers in the main 
are said to be for walking out on 
the League and could do so in a 
body. <A proposal for such a move 
was reported tabled at a brokers’ 
conference. One reason was that 
four or five agencies might “cross” 
the others and eop the field, as far 
as the League’s allotments are con- 
cerned. 

The season is still too young for 
the League’s real test. It should 
arrive when two or three real 


(Continued on page 59) 


QUICK MUFFLER 
FOR BAD BOYS 


Tightening up further on short 
roll and shoestring producers, 
Equity has bulietined its member- 
ship that any member engaged by 
an unknown producing firm report 
direct to Equity and find out the 
producer’s status with Equity be- 
fore reporting for rehearsals. 

Equity has stressed the necessity 
of members keeping it posted, since 
most ef the shoestringers are new 
to show business and unknown to 
Equity. 

In the past the “bad boys” have 
seemingly been successful in sneak- 
ing plays into rehearsal and re- 
hearsing a week or more without 
Equity’s knowledge, only later to be 
stopped when Equity found out and 
the producers involved had been un- 
able to post bond. 

The stopping of rehearsals when 
the producers couldn’t post bond 
had brought many squawks from 
those who had been rehearsing, and 
in some instances were maneuvered 
into signing waivers, figuring since 
they had already wasted a couple of 
weeks rehearsing, they might just 
as well take the gamble. 

Equity figures on nipping the un- 
secured productions in the bud 
rather than have actors waste time 
in rehearsals of — that never 
epen. 

With the current ‘season scarcely 
a month old Equity has already 
stopped 15 productions of the short 
roli gentry. 


R-K-0’s Deal for Curran 


Los Angeles, Sept. 23. 
It is understood RKO has made 
a deal with the Erlanger interests 
in San Francisco for the use of the 
Columbia for any legit shows open- 
ing at R-K-O’s Mason, Los Angeles. 
R-K-O has set Oct. 26 as the 
Mason's opening date, with R-K-O’s 


first legit script stil] not selected. 


Leads in Teams 


Legit players are teaming up 
in mixed “duos to play casting 
and producers’ offices. Most 
start out in the morning; 
others just happen during the 
day. 

Object, presumably, to 
impress with the advantages 
of the team as leads, But if 
one lands, other vamps. 

Meals are Dutch. 


‘UNDERSTUDIES’ OFTEN 
LOSE INDIVIDUALITY 


The lot of the understudy in show 
business is a sad one. If a per- 
former is good at the job, he is 
likely to find himself forced to be- 
come professional understudy. 
Capable and efficient understudies 
are hard to find, 

Many young performers are anx- 

ious to understudy because of the 
opportunities of learning and the 
training afforded. But this has its 
disadvantages. After a lengthy 
term of understudying a young per- 
former is likely to lose his own per- 
sonality entirely, particularly if a 
big star. 
Almost everything about an un- 
derstudy job tends to destroy the 
individuality of a performer. Al- 
though most eager understudies feel 
that if they study the part from 
their own angle and give it their 
own interpretation, they will be 
more appreciated, this is seldom so. 
Stage managers and producers want 
as near a duplicate of the star's 
performance as possible; the under- 
study isn’t supposed to act the role; 
but to copy it. 

As a result, performers find that 
understudying simply kills them in 
time, and almost every satisfactory 
understudy, who has been found 
for big stars, throw up their jobs 
after a certain time. And as they 
can’t always escape the understudy 
jobs because they are known as 
good at it in show business, they 
will try the job for a lesser actor 
who will not entirely override their 
own personalities. 


Psst, B’way! Here Comes 
Flock of Film Writers 


Hollywood, Sept. 23. 

A flock of the writers gone Hol- 
lywood are experiencing a bad at- 
tack of Broadwayitis, all possessing 
a decided yen to go back and turn 
out a play for Broadway between 
film assignments. 

Charlie MacArthur just 
sails and breezed to 
but is due back 
Metro contract. 

Many another ig flirting with the 
idea of asking for leave of absence 
to do the same thing. 

The Broadway crop of writers out 
here feel they’ve lost track of 
things in the film maze. 


Ex-Actor, Now Minister 


Hingham, Mass. Sept. 23 

A former actor, Rev. Lex King 
Souter, is the new pastor of the 
Congregational church here. He 
recently completed a six-year pas- 
torate at the Hodge Memorial 
church in Trenton, Mo. A native of 
Buffalo, N. Y., and 26 years of age. 
Rev. Mr. Souter formerly was with 
the Huntington and Bainbridge 
Players in St. Paul and Minne- 
apolis in addition to other com- 
panies. 


hauled 
Main street, 
soon under a 


PAR PLAYING LEGITS? 
Scranton, Sept. 23. 

Scranton may get legitimate road 
shows again, if Par-Publix goes 
through with plans to use the Ma- 
sonic Temple here for that reported 
purpose. 

Par recently leased 1,800-seat 
theatre in the $2,000,000 temple for 
a reason known only to itself. It 
has begun wiring the house, but 
George Walsh, divisional manager, 
is reported to be favorable to book- 
ing touring attractions into it. 


YIDDISH STAGE 
DESPERATE 
CONDITION 


Authorities report Yiddish busi- 
ness in & worse slump than the 
English. 

Aside from the usual causes, 
claims a veteran, is the failure of 
the younger generation to attend. 
Another old timer claims Jewish 
shows have become too American- 
ized, particularly musicals. Now, 
he claims, a Yiddish musical is 
simply a Broadway song and dancer 
dolled up in Yiddish. 

To relieve the acute unemploy- 
ment situation in the Yiddish acting 
field, the Hebrew Actors’ Union re- 
cently started producing on its own, 
opening shows in Newark, Toronto, 
Montreal, Boston and Winnipeg, 
with more coming. 

The union, which backs these 
shows financially, operates them on 
a wheel system. 


SHOESTRINGERS MAY 


A protective association for actors 
going in on bond waiving shows, to 
help casts collect from vamping 
shoestringers, is shaping up as the 
latest threat. Plan is to provide le- 
gal services for casts, with payment 
to be made to association's lawyers 
of a percentage of money collected. 


CURTISS-WRIGHT BEHIND 
TWO LEGIT PLAYS 


“Air Mail,” ayiation play an- 
nounced for production by Henry 
Jay Cobbs, is still to be written, 
original script having been discard- 
ed. Courtenay Savage will write a 
new one. 

Actual producer of “Air Mail” is 
Curtis Emery, behind “Tumble- 
weeds.” Latter, for rehearsal Sept. 
29, is a back stage play by the 
producer and Jo Milward. 

Cobbs is a newcomer to legit. He 
manages the Curtiss-Wright orches- 
tra, a propaganda vaude act, and 
has secured legit backing from the 
Curtiss-Wright people. 


2 Rehearsing Shows 
Stopped by Bonds 


Equity halted rehearsals of two 
productions, “Sweet Chariot” and 
“Hello, Francis,” when producers 
were unable to post security bonds 
covering two weeks’ salary for 
casts. 

“Sweet Chariot,” by Robert Wil- 
der, enlists an all Negro company 
with: several] Equity members. With 
Equity de-nanding the company be 
made 100% Equity in addition to 
posting of bond before permitted to 
resume. Michael Mindlin and others 
are interested in the production. 


“Hello, Francis,” is a musical, 
with Francis Renault, femme im- 
personator, due to open at the 
President, New York, this week 
(22). Surrounding principals are 
mostly vaude performers, but be- 


cause of using a chorus, this one, 
too, will have to be organized 100% 
Equity and post a bond before per- 
mitted to go ahead. 


No Easy Casting for 
“On the Spot” Over Here 


Shuberts are running into trouble 
casting “On the Spot,” mystery by 
Edgar Wallace. Latest for the lead 
is Lionel Atwill, now directing one 
of Arch Selwyn’s shews. If Atwill 
goes in, “Spot” will be delayed. 

Dorothy Appleby and Judith And- 
verson are considered for the femme 
lead. 

Lee Ephraim, who staged the 
London hit, is representing Wallace 


over here, 
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Ist All Spanish The 


atreinN.Y, 


Opens in Harlem—Stock and F ims 


New York ‘sept. 19.) 
New ‘York's first and’ only play- 
house devoted exclusively to stage 


and screen. presentations in. the 
Spanish language’ opened Friday 
(19). It's the San Jose, formerly 


the Harlem Fifth Avenue theatre, 
and in the heart of the Harlem 
“spick” colony. 

Wise move on the part of Man- 
hattan playhouses in transforming 
‘this flop picture house into an en- 
tertainment center for the spicks. 
With straight ‘pictures, this old- 
timer has béen dark more often 
than lit. 
playhouse it’s got the whole colony 
and. . with oré Spanish 
speaking persons in arlem than, 
it is said, in the entire city of Ha- 
vana, for instance,’ house looks set 
for a comeback. 

Manhattan Playhouses still op- 
erating .with Jose Miranda in 4s 
producer, 

Opening: stage ‘attraction; ealléa 
the “Renaissance Revue’, (‘Revista 
Renacimiento”). Company and 
‘gcenic investiture good, but staging 
Maybe Miranda. gets 
away with that way down in Mex- 


“ico, South America and other points 


Spanish, but.not in Harlem. They’ve 
got plenty of burlesque, after which 
thé Spanish-language show is’ pat- 


-terned in Harlem and the spicks 


are wise. by now to a good show 
arrangement. 

' After a wearying overture lasting 
at least 15 minutes, curtain goes up 
to a tenor solo by Adolfo Utrera, 
‘and then to a duet in which he is 
joined by a prima ‘donna, Elisa Al- 
tarmirano. Then’ the’ show’s two 
comics, Guillermo Moreno and An- 
tonio Garcia, the ;latter in black- 
face, and then—and_ not until then 
—the chorus. They enter doing the 
Cuban rhumba. 

That chorus entrance got an 
ovation. These gals know their 
rumba, a good many of the dozen 
having been born in the very land 
in which it is supposed to haye 
originated. But the Spicks wanted 
a sight of flesh and these boys 
haven't the patience to wait that 
long 

~¥ fact, Miranda seems afraid to 
work his chorus, the gals appear- 
ing all too infrequently. Maybe he’s 
afraid of the boys out. front, bat 
he ought to take a chance. 

Featured in the show is Girknito 
de Sal, Spanish dancer, and good. 

The two’ comics, Moreno and Gar- 
cia, always work together. <Ap- 
parenily no. straight. man in the 
Spanish-speaking theatre. Does not 
make for good results, with. each 
trying to cop the laughs. What 
makes it worse is that the Spicks 
laugh at everything. 

In the pit Monolo Gomez Rhumba 
Gomez's aggregation last 
with the. Shuberts’ “Artists and 
Models.” Spanish-language, version 
of “Common Clay” (‘Del Mismo 
Barro”) is the screen attraction. 
Performances continuous. 

Performers are of mixed Spanish 
dialects, as are the members of the 
audience. There are light and dark 
hues among the performers, and in 
the audience may be seen a pure- 
blooded Castilian laughing side-by- 
side with a coal-black Negro. 


3ut the Negro probably lives 
above 116th street. The southward 
trend of black Harlem has _ been 


halted at 116th street by the north- 
ward trend of vecauibinaceoniste white Spick. 


Clarke Silvera Dies 


“2415 


Clarke Silvernail, 37, au- 
‘thor and director, died here yester- 
day (22) after several months’ iil- 
ness with cancer. Until recéntly he 
‘had béen in ‘a San Francis¢éo sani- 
tarium. 

Up to this morning (23): no’ dis- 
position ‘of the remains ‘had been 
made. ' Only relative ‘present ‘is an 
aunt. ‘The ‘mother of Silvernail re- 
sides in Buffalo. 

One of the all-around men of the 
legit theatre, Silvernail was a coun- 
cil member of Equity’'and very ac- 
tive for the organization in its coast 
movement last year. 


Try for Film Buy 


Taking a long shot to get “Long 
Road” sold as a picture, Herman 
Gantvoort is playing a split week 
with his show. He moves it from 
the Longacre tonight (24). “Road” 
has been a steady loser. 

Otto Kruger, heading Gaitvoortls 
cast, goes to Dillingham for “As 
Good as New.” 


Steele Back and Casting 


Bernard Steele, who retired as a 
legit producer two weeks ago to 
direct pictures on the west coast, is 
back in New York. He will resume 
legit producing with ‘‘Second-Hand 
Woman,” by Homer Miles, 

Steele is'now casting. 


As a Spanish speaking} 


CHI OPERA PEEVED 


Railroad Advertises 
N. Y. to Hear Jeritza” 


Chicago, Sept. 23. , 
Chi Civic Opera incensed. 
Pennsylvania railroad in large ads 
in the daily papers, featuring two 
column pictures of Maria Jeritza, 
invites all Chicagoans to use the 
Penn when going to N. Y. C. to hear 
the Metropolitan Opera Co. 
Chit company worked ‘hard to 
have Jeritza on their own stage. . 


$80,000 FOR | 
"LESS BEFORE STAGED 


The picture rights of “A Fare- 
well to Arms” were sold to Para- 
mount by A. H. Woods last week. 
Price paid was $80,000. The deal 
was made immediately after the 
show opened in Philadelphia (opened 
on Brogeway at the National Mon- 
day). 

With a second picture deal on for 
“The Ninth Guest” (Eltinge), Woods 
is out in front on the season so 
far. 

“Farewell to Arms” as a book was 
written by Ernest Hemingway 
who could have sold the film rights 
for $75,000. He preferred to see his 
work in play form, however, and 
without a participating interest in 
the picture money, no producer 
would have chanced stage produc- 
tion. 

Usually picture rights money is 
split 50-50 between author and pro- 
ducer, the latter participating if the 
show plays at least three weeks on 
Broadway. In the case of “Arms” 
there is a three-way split, Hem- 
mingway, Laurence Stallings, who 
made the stage adaptation, and 
Woods each getting one-third. 


Tellegen’s Play Had to 
Suspend as Producer — 
Unable to Post Bond 


“Love Technique,” starring Lou 
Tellegen, folded in Jamaica, L. L., 
last week. Equity refused to per- 
mit the show to open at the Bel- 
mont, New York, this week, when 
Murray Phillips, producer, did not 
post a bond. 

The play had gone on tour with 
bond waived. It had been out eight 
weeks when stranding two weeks 
ago in Lansing, Mich., with Equity 
bringing the company to New York, 
since no security had been posted. 
The cast had one and a half week’s 
salary due from Phillips. 

Phillips managed to scrape up 
enough to permit the opening in 
Jamaica, Equity. attaching 
Phillips’ share of the show's gross 
for the week. The latter was insuf- 
ficient to liquidate all claims. Equity 
then ordered the show closed. 

In addition to the Equity mixup, 
Phiiiips was aiso.unabie to post a 
bond, with the stage hands for the 
Belmont date. 


Excess Baggage Charge 
Claims Against Wagner 


The cast 
bill of 


appearing in the double 
“Paris Bound” and “A Per- 


fect Alibi” on the west coast some 
months ago have filed claims at 
Equity against Charles Wagener, 
producer, for cost of excess bag- 


gage charge on the homeward trip. 
According to the complainants, 
Wagner promised to defray the ex- 
cess baggage charges inasmuch as 
they were required to carry extra 
wardrobe on account of appearing 
in two bills. Upon return to New 
York they claim to have notified 
Wagner, but heard nothing. 


“Deadline” Meets Itself 


“The Deadline” will not come into 
New York next week as per sched- 
ule, the piece having been with- 
drawn last week for script and cast 
revisions. 


Coast Understands 
: Hollywood, Sept. 23. 
Understood here that Frederick 
toldsmith will produce “The Gray 
Room,” by Wallace Smith, in New 
York next January. 


“Travel to 


Lesit Technique 


Chicago, Sept. 23. } 
Joe Flynn, p. a. of Mae West | 
in “Sex,” has issued a calling, | 
card that reads: “Call Any | 
Night. Ask for Mae.” Phone 
number follows. Idea is taken 
from the 1900 days and is go- 
ing-over, 
Flynn has banners in front = 
of the house telling the cus- 
tomers each seat has a shock 
absorber. 
Miss West in the ads is billed 
as the “sweetheart of the ma- 
rines.” 


CHI DELINQUENCY 
AROUSES EQUITY 


Chicago, Sept. 23. 


Equity has started a. campaign to 
bring into line all delinquents in the 


matter of dues. Equity has had par- | 


ticular trouble along this line both 
in the lecal. and the Kansas pra d 
territories. 

Frank Gillmore, “of 
Equity, in town last week for two 
days, called a meeting of agents and 
asked their co-operation. 


The plan is for agents to refuse to 
players 


unless they are 
able to show a paid-up Equity card. 
If they are behind in their dues the 
Equity offices here will issue, in 
most cases, working permits. The 
permit allows the performer to ac- 
cept the date with Equity holding 
on I1.0.U. for the back dues, which 
the performer must pay within a 
reasonable period, according to the 
performer's delinquence and salary. 
However, if the performer fails to 
come through after the working per- 
mit is issued, he will not be given 
another opportunity, except, of 
course, in excusable cases. 

Is Hard to Collect 

Midwest territory has an unusual 
number of delinquents, due to the 
fact that shows are likely to. be 
spotted in out-of-the-way places in 
the woods. Besides, performers have 
fallen into the habit of holding off 
paying until the Equity traveling 
representative hits the show. With’ 
only one traveling rep for the entire 
territory from Minnesota to New 
York, thé chances are plenty that 
many small shows will not be vis- 
ited. 

Nothing was mentioned about the 
licensing of agents by Equity, as 
has been done in New York, al- 
though it is expected that such a 
move may follow later. 

Gillmore left shortly after for 
Kansas City, where he will put in 
effect the same sort of plan. 


O’Connor Charges Slander 


Edward O’Connor, press agent, 
will file his second suit against 
Albert Bannister, producer of “Step- 
ping Sisters,” this week. Second 
suit is for $10,000. 

O’Connor’s first suit against the 
producer was for back pay. Now 
O’Connor claims that after settling, 
Bannister slandered him. 

T. Roger Mann is counsel 
plaintiff. 


Legit Re-Engages Orch. 


Milwaukee, Sept. 23. 


Davidson will use an orchestra 
this season for musicals and dramas. 

It was the policy in former years 
at Milwaukee’s only legit house. 
During the last two seasons it was 
abandoned and musicians employed 
only when actually needed. 


for 


Cohan Changes Mind 


‘George M, Cohan has scrapped 
his road rep idea, but instead will 
go on tour in a solo bill “The 
Tavern.” 

Mr. Cohan has delayed his road 
tour until after launching “A Well 
Known Woman,” which he authored 
and of which will supervise re- 
hearsals. The piece was formerly 
titled “True to Form,” 
rehearsal next week. 


Richman for “Smiles” i 


Ziegfeld has added Harry Rich- 
man to “Smiles,” the retitled “Tom, 
Dick and Harry” show. Other 
principals, with Marilyn Miller star- 
ring, so far include the Astaires and 
Paul Gregory. Zieggy reported still 
awaiting the book by William An- 


thony McGuire. 


and goés into; 


$100 GROSS DAYS 


“Cinderelative” Passed in and Out, 
But Didn't Pay All: Off 


_Cast of “The Cinderelative,” 
which folded Saturday “(20) after 
four performances, ._received half 
week's pay before the last show. 
Actors, mostly ‘stock, recruits, ‘are 
confident of securing the rest, on 
the assumption that to’ avoid pay- 
yment would put Lionel’ and Jack 
Hyman, the producers, jon. Equity’s 
blacklist. 

Cast, headed by ‘Dorothea Chard, 
went ‘Ini, bond) on a mini- 
mum. guarantée plus of 
the gross. 

“Cinderelative” opened: to a ter- 
rific, panning ,Thursday,., (18). and 
didn’t ross over $100 in its three 


CLYDE NORTH JAMMED 


Katherine: third ex-wife of 
Clyde North, playwright; is suing 
her former husband for $7,370 un- 
paid alimony. Couple were mar- 
ried in 1924 ‘and ‘divorced three 
years later. 

North claims the divorce from his 
third wife to have been collusive, 
with the former Mrs. North agree- 
ing to take no alimony. Playwright 
also claims his wife told him, after 
the decree had been granted, her 
counsel insisted on alimony to avoid 
claims of collusion, and to assure 
him, the lawyer, of payment, as he 
agreed to take a, percentage of ali- 
mony as payment. Both Mrs. North 
and her .attorney deny North’s 
claims. 

Daniel J. Madigan, who represent- 
ed Mrs, North in the original case, 
is again her counsel. in this suit. 
North is represented. by Abner J. 
Rubien. 


Uly S. Hill Accidentally 
Kills Himself with Gun 


Albany, N.; ¥., Sept. 23. 


Uly S. Hill, theatre manager in 
Albany for over 25 years, accident- 
ally shot himself while hunting near 
his suntmer home at West Sand 
Lake, near’ Troy, Sunday (21). 

His home is at 39 Elk street, Al- 
bany. ‘With his younger 
Charles, 14, Mr. Hill was hunting 
woodchucks and the rifle discharged 
as he was crawling through a wire 
fence. His son was about 200 feet 
back of him. The bulet pierced his 
brain. The son called for help. Mr. 
Hill was carried to an automobile 
and taken to Samaritan Hospital, 
Troy, where he died soon afterward. 

Hill is survived by another son, 
Norman, and his wife. 

Mr. Hill came to Albany in 1916 
as resident manager of-the Har- 
manus Bleecker Hall: Previously 
he had been associated with the 
Moses Reis Circuit in Pa. Later 
he became general manager of the 
four Strand theatres in this city. 
He resigned a year and a’ half ago 
to enter the real estate business. 
He also had had a brief career on 
the stage. 


Walks on 9-Show a Wk.; 
Bobbe Arnst’s Opinion 


Los Angeles, Sept. 24. 

Bobbe Arnst walked out of Frank- 
lyn Warner’s “Temptations” revue, 
opening at the Mayan theatre Sept. 
25. She declared the contract, call- 
ing for nine performances weekly, 
is an Equity violation. 

Miss Arnst is en route to New 
York with another musical in view. 

Solly Ward and Emmett Keane 
are co-featured. 


“Moderns’” New Angel 


Roland Greenway, artist, went out 
last week as producer of “These 
Frantic Moderns,” sex play by 
Stanley Whitman, Jud Kline, song 
writer, now angelling and pro; 
ducing. 

It opens Oct. 6 at the Little, New 
York, after three days in the sticks. 
Cast includes Maurine Mayo, Waldo 
Edwards and Whitman. 


UP WITH THIRD WIFE 


.paign for their idea. 


Scheme for Legit 
‘Attracting Indl Play Producers 


“Three new subscription producerg 
are slated to start operations this 
season, With the Theatre Guild ang 
Assembly, holdovers from previous 
seasons, total will be five. 

First new subscriptioner to open ig 
Charles Hopkins, bringing in “Mrs, 
Moonlight” Sept. 29. Opening two 
weeks of this one are guaranteed by 
advance buyers. 

Second will be Hyman brothers, 
who have started the dough cam- 
It offers. two- 
for-one tickets. Hyman’s, with sub- 
scription plan in view, have taken a 
three-year lease on. the Comedy, 
Their first show, “The Cinderela- 
tive,” which went on aside from the 
subscription plan, isa flop, |, 

Third .subscriptioner is Bela Blau, 
whose plan will probably , start 
shortly. Latter is making. no.com- 
mittment as,to the number of plays 


-he’ll produce. 


Organization 

One of these outfits has engaged 
a sales staff eomparable to insur- 
ance companies, with every possible 
source of coin contracted, 

Out of town, Shuberts, to fill their 
empty houses, are extending their 
subscription societies to four more 
cities. First new one opening is in 
Boston, Oct. 6. ‘Baltimore, Cincin- 
nati and Cleveland will follow. Shu- 
berts also have legit subscription 
societies in Philadelphia and Chi- 
cago. 

One legit producer feels that while 
subscriptions’ might make it easier 


as to financing and guaranteeing ~ 


audiences for a while, it also brings 
on poor plays that otherwise might 
not open. Promises to subscribers 
mean if good plays can’t be had, 
second-raters will do. 


AUDITORIUMS MAY 
TAKE ON PONY GOLF 


Chicago, Sept. 23. 

Diminutive golf is expected to 
help about 25 major auditoriums 
ranging from Maine to Mexico. 

The Auditorium Managers’ Asso- 
ciation may install a course in each 
of the 25 buildings. All will tieup 
with local newspaper in an effort to 
get business. 

Courses will. be so constructed 
they can be taken out in short notice 
in case any attraction happens to 
want the space. 


Chorines Disciplined! 


Equity has temporarily suspended 
Sybil Bursk and Marion E, Phillips 
for failure to return to the chorus 
of “Strike Up the Band” as they had 
contracted. Charges against the 
girls were brought by Edgar Selwyn, 
who has the show on tour. 

Arthur Bryson, colored comedian, 
drew a suspension from Equity’s 
executive committee for refusing to 
leave a non-Equity show ‘when 
ardered. 


Cast for Cohan’s ‘Woman’ 


“A Well Known Woman,” by 
George M. Cohan, will be that pro- 
ducer’s second. It opens Sept. 25 
in New Haven, at Philadelphia four 
days later and New York .Oct. 13 
week. 

George M. 


is calling players in 
this one the “George M. Cohan 
Comedians.” Cast, headed by Her- 
bert Rawlinson and Mary Philips, 
includes Jed Prouty, Harold Healy, 
Frances Woodbury, Mark Sullivan, 
Shirley Grey, Arvid Paulson, Theo- 
dore Newton. 


Zita Johann’s Foreign Play 

“Tragedy of Man,” Hungarian 
play similar to the cpera “Faust,” 
is being translated for Zita Johann 
by Lesley Kuhn, Hungarian news- 
paper man. Late fall production in 
view. American rights to the Mas- 
yar play are-owned by the Martian 
Beck Corp. 

Miss Johann opened Monday (22) 
in“Uncle Vanya.” 


“Frenchmen” Touring 

“Fifty Million Frenchmen” will 
start rehearsals soon. William Gax- 
ton and Lillian Broderick will be 
featured, 

Show is to tour under Shubert 
management. E. Ray Goetz puttins 
it on. 


eal 


VARIETY 
| 

ays 
| 
| 
| | 
| 
a: if 
| | 
—— 
| as 
I 
| 
we 
EE né 
al 
| 
th 
i la 
th 
| fo 
th 
lo 
a | wl 
co 
+ ge 

en 
th 
He tic 

5u 
fa 
mi 
fol 

| | 
de 

| | we 

i lac 

| | | 

un 

| be 

| th 

| } | me 

| | | 

: | | if an 

th 
na 
Ne 
} ca 
Ci 
| | | | 
6a 
| | 
| 
| | jol 
an 
— ha 
—— | | | 
th 

| 

0 

4 

| 
| \ 
| | 

el 

at. Gc 

M 
at 
| 
| 

| | 
| | 


“VARIETY’S” LONDON OFFICE 
8 ST. Martin’s Place, Trafalgar Square 


FOREIGN SHOW NEWS 


CABLE ADDRESS: VARIETY, LONDON 


39 


Temple Bar 5041-5042 


ae Orchestra Is Ordered 
Out of Parisian Ambassadeurs 
Through Agent Taking Chances 


Paris, Sept. 23. 
A new campaign is on here 
against foreign musicians who are 
in France with irregular passports. 


Inspiration for the drive comes from 
the musicians’ union, whose mem- 
bers are suffering greatly from idle- 
ness. 

The police scrutinize the status of 
all foreign orchestra men who take 
a chance, unless they make sure all 
the French laws have been observed. 

In cases where the French regu- 
Jations have been properly observed, 
the Government evinces its willing- 
ness to extend permits to visiting 
foreign musicians. An instance is 
that of Billy Arnold’s orchestra, 
which has been signed for Cannes 
for next winter and the winter fol- 
lowing, also playing at the Claridge. 
Paris for October and November. 

Cases of trouble have arisen 
where agents too keen after their 
commissions have taken liberty 
with the legal requirements, endan- 
gering not only the musicians they 
employ but also the houses where 
they play. Theatres are subject to 
heavy penalties if parties to viola- 
tions. It is even possible to padlock 
such theatres, 

An.expose is now at its height 
dealing with agents’ attempts to 
fool the police. This has brought 
up a new ordinance which would 
make the agents directly responsible 
for a musician evading the law. A 
case in point is that of the Hal 
Kemp orchestra. 


Ordered Out 


Lartigue, the agent, booked the 
‘American band into the Ambassa- 
deurs for three weeks ending Sept. 
21, everybody believing the boys 
would have departed before their 
lack of working permits was de- 
tected. The French musicians’ 
union promptly filed a complaint 
bringing on a police investigation. 
Pending a decision on this survey, 
the agent, Lartigue, quibbled in an 
effort to hush the business up, with 
the orchestra continuing to play 
meanwhile at least for another 
week. 

Police stepped into the situation 
and ordered the Kemp boys out of 
the Ambassadeurs, with an inferior 
native band going in as substitute. 
Now the Ambassadeurs may be 
called on to pay a fine of several 
thousand dollars. 

Action of officials automatically 
cancels the Kemp contracts for 
Ciro’s and the Michodiere restau- 
rants, where they were to double for 
three days before sailing. 

The cancelled dates were de- 
pended upon to pay the outfit’s pas- 
sage home. Now that item must 
be arranged in some other way. 


Dutch Protest 
The Hague, Sept. 23. 

A thousand Dutch musicians here, 
jobless as a result of wired theatres 
and general business depression, 
have filed formal complaint with 
the Minister of Home Affairs against 
Presence of foreign musicians. 

Protest is directed especially 
against alien bandsmen alleged to 
be in the country on irregular pass- 
Ports or working permits ani in 
Violation of Dutch regulations. 

Complaining musicians declare 
that of the orchestras in hotels and 
cafes only 35% are of Dutch na- 
tionality. 


Victoria Regals Elopes 
With Goni, Argentinian 


Buenos Aires, Sept. 23. 

Vietoria Regals, American dancer 
from the Sarmiento theatre here, 
eloped with an Argentinian named 
Goni. The couple were married at 
Montevideo. 

Mama Regals didn’t know a thing 
®bout it and is near frantic. 


Downey Back in London 
London, Sept. 23. 
Morton Downey returns to Lon- 
don at the end of October. Hé“opens 
at the Cafe Anglais at that time, 
doubling in vaude. 


French Skit Writer Dies 
Paris, Sept. 23. 
Paul Briquet, 45, prolific writer of 
cabaret sketches, died here suddenly 
of hewt disease, 


HEAVY BUY INDICATES 
SOPH'S SHOW BIG HIT 


London, Sept. 23. 

A heavy library (agency) buy 
running to 13 weeks for the new 
“Follow A Star” with Sophie Tucker 
indicates the show is a big hit at 
the Winter Garden. Argument 
already is on as to the length of its 
run. Some give it a year, while 


others claim no stage musical un- 
der present theatrical conditions 
can remain over eight months in 
London, 

The Paul-Murray-Jack Hulbert 
revue, with Hulbert co-starred with 
Soph, is an exceptionally fast mov- 
ing, pleasing entertainment. Soph 
runs away with it. It’s a success 
and run will be due to her extraor- 
dinary popularity in this city. Re- 
alizing this, no sensational effects 
were sought and Hulbert soft-ped- 
aled himself in the performance to 
strengthen Miss Tucker as much as 
possible. 

Performance and production are 
a striking example of stage team 
work by the co-producers. Show 
and cast could go intact to Broad- 
way with the odds on of getting 
over in New York. 


Palladium’s Average Bill 


London, Sept. 23. 

Of the 11 acts on the Pal- 
ladium’s new bill starting yesterday 
(22) six are American and three 
newcomers, 

King and King and Maidie and 
Ray did nicely. 

Howell, Harger and Naldi are now 
a foursome, Jack Plank, English, 
having been added. They scored. 

The bill is of average quality, 
overburdened with dancing. House 
for the supper show was the thin- 
nest in months last evening. 


Tallulah in Hollywood? 


London, Sept. 23. 

Tallulah is telling acquaintances 
she expects to go te Hollywood in 
October, at the conclusion of the 
run of “Let Us Be Gay” at the 
Lyric. 

Her surmise of the length of the 
run seems likely to be correct, 


$800 Nightly for Jannings 
On Tour of Europe 


The Hague, Sept. 23. 
Emil Jannings to visit the 
Netherlands on his tour of Europe. 
He will use a German version of the 
French play. by Mirbeau, “Les Af- 
res son t Affaires” (Business 


lac 


sca 
Is Business’’). 

Jannings is getting $800 a per- 
formance. With him in the cast are 
Hansi Niesse Viennese actress and 
Ernst Stahl Nachbaur the latter 
also stage manager. 


Reviving “Abie” 
London, Sept. 23. 
Martin Sabine’s rep at the Regent 
is reviving “Abie’s Irish Rose” in a 
fortnight.” 
Piece is in for two weeks uncon- 
ditionally. If it does well the en- 
gagement will be continued. 


Revived “Geisha” 
The Hague, Sept. 23. 

“The Geisha” is in revival at the 
Scala, local house devoted to oper- 
etta. 

Another new attraction is the 
Holland premiere at the Hofstadt- 
ooneel of Hasenclever’s German 
play, “Napoleon Greif Ein,” in a 
new translation into the Dutch by 
Jan van Ees. 


Pavlova’s Farewell 
The Hague, Sept. 23. 
Ernst Krauss, impresario, has 


Anna Pavlova for appaerances in 
Holland during her next farewell 
world tour, 


Ticket League Beset 


(Continued from page 57) 


smashes come in. They are over- 
due. There are indications that 
point to trouble and new slants on 
the League's ticket control contin- 
ually crop up. 

Idea Wrong 


Despite that brokers are squawk- 
ing, some showmen insist the whole 
idea is wrong. Others see where 
the brokers are being protected, 
more so than the public or the man- 
agers. It is clear that Bway busi- 
ness is under the September normal, 
Agencies which sold 8,000 tickets 
the same month last year will not 
sell more than 4,000. Some of the 
decrease at the agencies is to be 
credited to the League because more 
people are buying at the box office 
but the fact is that show business 
is like many others. 


That the League may bankrupt 
some producers is now feared in 
some quarters. Especially is that 
true of producers of costly musical 
shows. Case in point is Arthur 
Hammerstein’s “Luana.” The sec- 
ord night the brokers sold 156 tick- 
ets, whereas if there had been a 
buy the agencies would have been 
obligated to dispose of 400 tickets 
nightly. Fewer tickets were sold 
by the brokers the third night. The 
show was panned by the critics, 
which would have made a buy the 
more help to the show. It was fig- 
ured that with a buy there would 
have been some $40,000 as advance 
sale and agency support to fight 
down the bad notices. Producer re- 
gards the League as “dangerous.” 


Protection 


Producers of musical shows cost- 
ing from $100,000 to $200,000 to pro- 
duce believe they should have some 
sort of financial assurance from 
agencies. It seems quite a different 
matter for shows with high priced 
tickets at the box office ($5.50 and 
$6.60) than for the average straight 
production, entailing about $20,000 
or less for production. 


It is probably true the spending 
power of the theatre-going public 
is reduced, a fact which should 
hold down agency premiums. Class 
patronage of the agencies disregards 
price as a rule, and under the pres- 
ent allotment system brokers can- 
not supply such customers. Last 
week a Raquet clubman planned a 
theatre party to “Vanities.” The 
man is one of those who regards 
the front row as too far back. Best 
he could get was row M at his club. 
Another man solved the problem 
by getting the tickets from the 
Union League, a club which is not 
affliated with the League. The 
tickets so secured were patently 
dug up by independent agencies and 
hence the supply. In many such 
instances it appears the League in- 
sists on making cheaper rates for 
people who insist on the best and 
want to pay top rates. When not 
available, the question arises 
whether a considerable number of 
class patrons will be chased from 
the theatre. 

Plenty of Angles 

What looked like an inside ticket 
fight with one powerful ticket In- 
terest on the outside and several 
big shots inside, appears to have 
been side-tracked and probably is 
cold. Plenty of other angles. 

The managerial group which lined 


fe etill that 
25 


up on the outside an 
way or more so, remains solidly 
opposed. Ziegfeld who is preparing 
“Smiles” for his own theatre is 
again reported out of the League. 
He proposes to establish an agency 
on Broadway with several others 
equally adamant. Jed Harris whose 
‘Mr. Gilhooley” opens the Broad- 
hurst next week says he will sell 
all tickets at the box office to all 
comers. He is reputed to have 
“leased” the house. George White 
intends doing likewise with “Fly- 
ing High.” 

Brokers have been informed that 
after Oct. 11 when the buy on the 
White show expires, they “will have 
to conform with the League’s rules,” 
meaning they. cannot sell “Flying 
High” tickets. White isn’t wor- 
ried. ‘Twelve brokers have been 
handling his tickets since the orig- 
inal buy expired, Show is virtual 
capacity. 

The Hudson is out of the League 
and tickets (mext week) for “Bad 
Girl,” available at the box office. 
“Princess Charming,” the Connolly 
and Swanstrom show, due into .the 
Imperial next month, is reported to 
be with the other objectors. 

Several among the accredited 
brokers say they would rather have 
tickets for three or four hits out- 
side the League than stay in it. 
They further claim that four or 
five of the newer shows doing busi- 


REVUE AND MELLER IN 
LONDON—BOTH WEAK 


London, Sept. 23. 

Among the new attractions, “Vie- 
toria Vanities” looks like a revue 
hooked up for touring purposes with 
a fair prospect for moderate, short- 
term success in London, while “Sex- 
ton Blake,” at the Prince Edward, 
is a wild melo that threatens to get 
mild returns on the strength of its 
very wildness, 

“Vanities” opened Sept. 18 at the 
Victoria Palace. It is dressed with 
scenery from the old Folies Bergere, 
Paris, revue, rafurbishes and holds 
a collection of Albertina Rasch 
girls and Mitty and Tillio. There 
are two comedians with some 
prestige, especially in the Provinces. 

“Sexton Blake” is rather an old- 
fashioned melo aiong the Sherlock 
Holmes lines, without the Doyle 
finesse. Play has a series of 
hysterical episodes such as blowing 
up of the hero's studio and the race 
of an auto against a railroad train. 

Bloodhound is in the action, but 
the pup had a fit of temperament 
at the opening performance and re- 
fused te go on. Manager made an 
apology for the dog in his curtain 
speech. Piece looks like limited 
run at a profit from the popular 
price public. 


Coliseum’s Bill 


London, Sept. 23. 

New bill at the Coliseum start- 
ing yesterday (22) has three fresh 
attractions. 

Isobel Elsom, supported by Henry 
Caine and Hyde White in Edwin 
Burke's playlet,; “Jealousy,” got 
over nicely, although the turn is 
not up to the playwright’s best. 

Jean Ralfini and his band of 13. 
with a broadcasting rep, rate splen- 
did entertainment. 

Senorita Asurician Grandos, Span- 
ish national dancer and guitarist, 
did well. 

Matinee attendance first rate. 


$10,000 Wkly. for “Street 
Scene” Without Buy 


London, Sept. 23. 

“Street Scene,” at the Globe, is 
doing around $10,000 a week, which 
spells profit. 

A deal with the libraries has been 
hanging fire due to the terms not 
being altogether agreeable to the 
theatre management, Negotiations 
have been renewed, the advances 
coming from the libraries. Show 
looks set until the new year, 


ness would be cleaning up if tickets 
were on the former basis. 


Denies Profit Charge 


The suggestion of Assistant At- 
torney General Robert S. Conklin 
that the League reorganize into a 
stock company brought a denial 
that it was a profit making project. 
The ruling came as a result of ac- 
tion by Bernard Sandler, attorney 
for the independant agencies. The 
League hit back by charging that 
two indie agencies were gypping 
and stated that tickets bought from 
them might be refused admittance 
at theatres. The move was re- 
garded as indirect intimidation, 

The Adelphi and Acme agencies 
were reported to Federal District 
Attorney Tuttle and charged with 
charging exorbitant prices, The 
federal law does not limit the re- 
sale price of tickets but the govern- 
ment must be paid one-half of all 
premiums in excess of 75 cents.over 
the box office price, 

Another League complaint con- 
cerned the Mackay agency, indie 
agent, which sold an order for two 
“Green Pastures” ticket. to Miss 
Bell, secretary to Harlow D. Savage 
of the League. The order was re- 
fused. The agency had participated 
in “Pastures” buy previously. 
Matter looked like a frame on the 
part of the League and the agency 
appears to have a proper defense. 
None of the three complaints re- 
garded seriously. 

It is no secret that most theatres 
in the League are selling to indie 
agents if the monc. is put on the 
line, 

A. point brought up as to the 
League legal status is that should 
it continue as a membership organ- 
ization if the money collected from 
the agencies shall not be regarded 
as dues. If so the government 
might demand a tax of 10%. 

The Broadway Ticket agency 
penalized one week \-ecause it dug 
extra tickets over it. allotment, is 
selling tickets for “Flying High” 
and the Palace. Also some picture 
tickets and for the Sharkey-Cam- 
polo fight. Its allotments for the 
week were shared among the other 
agencies. 


Young Dancer Shoots 
Herself While Hubby 
Is Out with Countess 


Copenhagen, Sept. 23. 

Elna Lassen, young prima balle- 
rina of the Royal Danish ballet, and 
supposed to be in line for develop- 
ment as a star by Max Reinhardt, 
shot herself through the heart in 
her own flat early yesterday (22) 
morning. 


Her body was found by her hus- 
band returning from a gay party 
to which he had escorted a Danish 
countess, Pe had been paying much 
attention to the countess. 


ANITA LOOS IN PLAY 
TANGLE IN BUDAPEST 


Budapest, Sept. 12, 

Here on a visit, Anita Loos ac- 
corded newspapermen any number 
of interviews, telling them about her 
new play, “Paprika,” apparently to 
have its name changed to “how to 
Be Happy,” which is to be Hun- 
garian in subject. She did not men- 
tion at first it was an adaptation. 

Miss Loos told about the plot. 
This woke up Julius Somogyi, young 


Hungarian playwright, who failed 
in placing a comedy of his own with 
any Hungarian manager, but had 
much success with the same play 
on German stages. Play is called 
“Sybil? Out of the question!” He 
discovered this was the very play 
Miss Loos had adapted and turned 
into “Paprika,” in which Vilma 
Banky and Rod la Rocque are to 


stage. 

Miss Loos conceded sk* had used 
Somogyi’s play and adapted it, but 
said her agent had told her the 


was free to do as she liked with the 
play after purchasing it. 

Somogyi is very much alive. He 
has resolved to have his say in the 
matter of the adaptation, declares 
he has never sold the rights, and 
insists on having his name on the 
program. 

There have been negotiations be- 
tween the two authors which may 
result in a compromise. 

Miss Loos and her husband de- 
parted from Budapest, evidently 
rather unpleasantly surprised by the 
fact that the originator of the play 
is still among the living. Somogyi 
has had excellent publicity which 
will probably result in a loca] pro- 
duction for “Sybil? Out of the 
Question!” in Budapest, where no 
local manager would look at it 
before, 


Wallace’s Musical Going 
Into Prince Edward 


London, Sept. 23. 

Edgar Wallace’s musical drama 
first scheduled for the Drury Lane 
and abandoned for that house be- 
cause of a difference between au- 
thor and theatre management, will 
now he staged by the author him- 
self, in association with E, A. 
Stone, of the Prince Edward, where 
the piece will open. 

Musical has a Roman setting of 
antiquity, action drifting into mod- 
ern times, 

“Sexton Blake,” current at the 
Prince Edward, remains there re- 
gardless of its receipts until the 
Wallace piece is ready. 


IN PARIS 


Paris, Sept. 13. 
Milton Wehl, Pierre van Rens- 
selaer Key, Sol Hurok, Mr. and Mrs. 
Guiseppe Damise, Mr. and Mrs. 
Archie IL. Mayo, Jeff Dickson, 
Brown, Al Smith Backer. 
Countess Zicha, Louis Chaix. 


Irish Co. at Criterion 
London, Sept. 23. 
“Far Off Hills,” now being played 
by the Irish Players troup at the 
Everyman theatre, Hempstead, 
moves into the Criterion at the end 
of this month, 
It will succeed “Nine Tilt Six.” 


Madeline Carroll in Col 
London, Sept. 23. 


Coliseum, Oct. 6, for a fortnight mn 
, a sketch, title not yet made public, 


Madeleine Carroll opens at’ the 


make their bow on a Broadway . 


author had died years ago and she’¥ 
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““STEPDAUGHTERS” OFF 


BY ORDERS FROM PAR? 


“Stepdaughters of War,” tried out 
fn Baltimore last week, will prob- 
ably never reach Broadway. Show 
was due intc the Empire this week 
but a postponement was announced. 

Play was produced by the Charles 
Frohman office, owned by Par- 
amount. Chester Ersxine was the 
director. Reported that after Par 
officials saw the performance, it 
was ordered off. 


Kenyon Nicholson adapted “Step- 
daughters” from the novel of same 
name. Plot involved war nurses 
with British soldiers. When “Step- 
daughters” was postponed A. H. 
Woods immediately switched “Fare- 


well to Arms” into the Na- 
tional. Topic not the same _ but 
story of the latter is the ro- 


mance of an English war nurse and 
an American ambulance driver in 
the Italian army front 


“Anniversary” a one-act play, 
which was to have been the curtain 
raiser to “One, Two, Three” at 
Henry Miller’s next week, was 
withdrawn by Gilbert Miller. ‘“Vio- 
lets,” a one-act play by Molnar, 
who also- wrote the longer play, 


"Gene Howard Out of Show 


Eugene Howard has left “Girl 
Crazy,” new Aarons and Freedley 
musical currently in rehearsal. 

Willie and Eugene Howard were 
engaged for the show some months 
ago. The producers lost a court tilt 
in reclaiming the services of Bert 
Lahr, with “Flying High,’ whom 
they wanted as chief comic with 
“Girl Crazy,” with Willie Howard 
now in the role intended for Lahr. 


Minneapolis’ Problem 


Minneapolis, Sept. 23. 

Mrs. L. N. Scott, manager of the 
Metropolitan, informed the local 
populace through the Civic. and 
Commerce Association and newspa- 
pers that they could have a lot of 
good road shows if they would evi- 
dence their willingness to support 
them. All that was necessary, ac- 
cording to Mrs. Scott, was to 
patrorize the opening attraction, 
“Strictly Dishonorable,” in paying 
numbers. 

The folks did that last week to 
the tune of $14,060. Despite this fine 
response, Mrs. Scott is not announc- 
ing a single other definite booking. 
All that she has, apparently, is 
vague promises from the New York 


has been substituted. producers. 
SHOPS WITHIN SHOPS 
PERMIT BUDGET PRICES 


FASHION SIGNIFICANCE 
OF THE GENEVA 
Here i is a dainty little one- 
Strap for informal wear in. 
It’s 
especially smart with the 
new “dressmaker” woolen 
dresses of these two favored 
autumn tones. 


either Brown or Blue. 


FUTURE PLAYS 


Robert Sterling casting for “Cen- 
tral Park,” comedy drama by Wal- 
ter Newman, Show patterned after 
“Street Scene.” 

Dramatic version of Charles 
Dickens’ “Cricket on the Hearth” 
will be Leo Bulgakov's first in 
repertory. Bulgakov, now directing 
“The Man Saul” for Krakeur and 
Lubin, goes into rehearsal with his 
own around Oct. 15, coming in a 
month later. Cast will be same as 
in “On the Bottom,” which Bulga- 
kov did last year, 

Sam Bacon began casting Mon- 
day (22) for “A Woman’s Whole 


Existence,” by Harry Chapman 
Ford. 
“The Midnight Guest,” mystery 


melo, may be produced by Burns & 
Maisell, new. 


Arthur Hopkins’ third will be 
“Sidelights,” play by Gretchen Dam- 
rosh Finletter. Hopkins is dicker- 
ing for a play by Philip Barry. 

“The Tower,” by Howard Biber- 
man, to be produced by Edward A. 
Blatt this season. Biberman is a 
director for Theatre Guild. 


“Passion Preferred,” by Crane Wil- 
bur, expected to go into rehearsal 
within two weeks. George Choos is 
the producer. It is a comedy of the 
coast picture studios. 


“The Well Known Woman,” 
George M. Cohan’'s new play, opens 
at Opera House, Providence, Sept. 
25, and stays through Saturday. 
Mary Philips, Herbert Rawlinson 
and Jed Prouty in cast. Play goes 
on to Philadelphia for sprucing in 
preparation for Broadway premiere 
next month. 


Bela Blau set on cast for S. K. 
Lauren’s “Reunion,” opening in six 
weeks. Show may come In cold on 
strength of a spring tryout. Charles 
Brown, Rachel Hartzell and Allen 
Ward head cast. Blau follows with 
“1930 Overture,” William Bolitho’s 
posthumous play, with Colin Clive. 

“Land of Smiles,” operetta by 
Franz Lehar, is in rehearsal. Shu- 
berts producing. Opens out of 
town in three weeks. Gladys Bax- 
ter, Harry Lupino and Howard 
Lang head cast. 

“Air Mail” 
Henry J. Cobb. 

“The Unknown Pilot,” by Martha 
Stanley, to be produced by Laura 
Wilck. 

“Schemers” has gone into re- 
hearsal and will reach production 
via Lester Franklyn, who also heads 
cast. 


Support includes Kathryn Con- 


way, Louis Levine, Frank Short, 
Dorcas Ellsworth, Marie Maher, 
Evelyn Kane, Sam McGreavy, 


Lionel King, Hubert Mayberry and 
Joseph Donlin. 


“While There’s Life,” comedy by 
Donald Davis, is next for Brock 
Pemberton. In rehearsal next month. 
Pemberton has called off a No, 2 
“Strictly Dishonorable” to hold all 
unplayed spots by the former sec- 
ond company out last season for the 
original, when it goes out. 

“The Stool Pigeon,” melo by Mur- 
ray Clark, goes into rehearsal next 
week as first for the new producing 
firm of Modero & Clark. It opens 
at Reading, Pa., Oct. 20 and follows 
into New York two weeks later. 

Cast includes John Graham, Helen 
Heibel, Alice O’Neil, Tom Hether- 
ington, Charles Steele, Louise Kel- 
ley, James Gill, Florence Ross, Ar- 
thur Healy and Edward Waterman. 
_ “Made in France,” presented early 
this month for a try-out in Wood- 
stock, N. Y., may reach a Manhat- 
tan theatre within 30 days. Lya De 
Putti is starred. 

“These Franttc Moderns” has 
gone into rehearsal and bows in at 
the President, New York, Oct. 13. 
Stanley Whitman is producer. 

“The Pajama Lady” is new and 
definitely named George Lederer 
musical. First called “The Night 
Owl” and then “All at Sea.” Ring 
Wardner and Paul Lannin have show 
of that name which Aarons & 
Freedley considered. The authors 
requested Lederer to change his 
title. 

Lou Hoitz and Jack Yellen plan a 
musical show for production about 
Jan. 1. They will collaborate in the 
writing and score. Booked via Er- 
langer's. 


Stock in St. Paul 


St. Paul, Sept. 23. 
ifolman, former Casey 
Players stage director, returns to 
that stock with George Benz, local 
real estate operator who will “angel” 


local stock. Q@pening set for Oct. 4. 


to be produced by : 


Shows in Rehearsal 


“Corned Beef and Roses” 
(Billy Rose) Jolson. 

“These Frantic Moderns” 
(Stanley Whitman) President, 

“Scarlet Sister Mary” (Shu- 
berts) Barrymore. 

“The Love Boat” (George 
Lederer) Cohan 

“Chinese Bungalow” 
Payton) 110 W. 47th St. 

“Smiles” (F. Ziegfeld) Zieg- 


feld. 
Crazy” 


(Ray 


“Girl 
Freedley) Alvin. 

“On the Loose” (Arch Sel- 
wyn) Times Sq. 

“New York” (R. K. Bartlett) 
President. 

“Land of Smiles” (Shuberts) 
Chanin, 

“Strange interlude” 
(Theatre Guild) Beck. 

“Death Takes a Holiday” 
(Shuberts) Bijou, 

“One, Two, Three” (Gilbert 
Miller) Miller. 

“A Well Known Woman” 
(George M. Cohan) Cort. 


(Aarons & 


road 


“Simple Simon” (Shuberts) 
Shubert. 
“Maid in Erin” (George. 


Ford) President. 
“Sons o’' Guns” road (Con- 
nolly & Swanstrom) Imperial. 


“Hello, Paris” (Shuberts) 
49th St. 
“Girl Crazy” (Aarons & 


Freedley) Alvin. 
“Elizabeth, the Queen” (The- 
atre Guild) Guild. 


4 Shows Off 


Four shows off Broadway, three 
closing this week and one suddenly 
taken off last Saturday. 

“That's the Woman,” presented by 


Charles Dillingham at the Fulton, 
stops at end of its fourth week. 
Started fairly but could not climb 
over $10,000, while trade last week 
slippei downward. 


THAT’S THE WOMAN 
Opened Sept. 3. Littel 
(Worid) had an “unusually 


Winchell (Mir- 
ror) pronounced it “a cas- 
ualty.” “As wheezy and wood- 
en and creaky bit of bad train 
reading as any commuter could 
wish for,” noted Brown (Post). 
“Variety” (Samuel) said, 
“destined for a very short life.” 


dull evening.” 


“The Up and Up,” presented by 
Blatt & Nicholas, due to close at 
the Biltmore, though some chance 
it may linger. Played three weeks. 
Pace of $7,500 not enough. 


THE UP AND UP 

Opened Sept. & “One-third 
of an interesting play,’ as 
Hammond (Her Trib) saw it. 
“Not enough excitement to 
make it all matter,” thought 
Gabriel (American). 

“Variety” (Ibee) said, “Lim- 
ited stay indicated.” 


“The Rhapsody,” presented by 
George M. Cohan at the Cort last 
week, will close. Considered a bit 
too highbrow. 


THE RHAPSODY 


Opened Sept. 15. “The Cohan 
public looks to him for more 
vital drama,” said Dudley (Eve. 
World). It resembled a “ma- 
jor misdemeanor” to Garland 
(Telegram). 

“Variety” figured it “looks 
like no more than six weeks on 
Broadway.” 


“Cinderelative,” an independent 
offering. at the Comedy, was taken 
off last Saturday. Played three 
days. “The Long Road” listed to 
move from Longacre Thursday in 


THE CINDERELATIVE 

Orened Sept. 18. “Even 
with a good cast thers would 
be little chance,” wrote Mantle 
(News). Anderson (Journal) 
pegged it as “One of the 
drama’s little flowers of inad- 
vertence.” All-around lacing 
from the critics. 


order to complete three weeks, 
which would give the producer a 
share in the picture money, if any. 
Doubtful if continuing. 


Decatur Stock 
Decatur, Ill, Sept. 23. 
Cairns Bros., an 18-people stock, 
opened at Alhambra here indef. 


$2 Gate Alone Makes 
Any Show First Class 


Producer-managers have filed af< 
fidavits in N. Y. Supreme Court 
that a $2 legit is a “first class” pro. 
duction regardless. Info was in suit 
brought by Shuberts to enjoin Fox 
Theatres from interfering with Shu- 
bert plan to open Yiddish stock in 
the Riviera, uptown Subway cir- 
cuit spot, owned by Fox Theatreg 
and leased by Shuberts. 

Court denied the injunction on 
ground that Shubert contract with 
Nathan Goldberg, who was to pro- 
duce the stock, called for Sunday 
showings. This was considered in 
violation of present contract with 
Fox Theatres. Latter under leasing 
contract with Shuberts restricts 
right for Sundays to itself, 

The affidavits were from Jules 
Murry, g. m. of Shubert Amusement 
Corp., booking subsid of Shuberts, 


A. H. Woods, Lawrence Weber and 
William A. Brady, 


By terms of lease Shuberts share 
equally with Fox on profits after 
certain overhead and rent is paid, 
Rent is figured at $40,000 per an- 
num. 

Fox maintained that aside from 
the fact that the Shubert-Goldberg 
contract called for Sunday shows, 
the Goldberg plan was not “first 
class" in that it called for a stock 
company, whereas by terms of lease 
with Shuberts latter were to book 
in only those shows which had pre- 
viously run on Broadway. 


Richmona’s First Legit 
In Fraternal Temple 
Richmond, Sept. 23. 

Legit, as well as music is being 
booked for the Shrine Mosque here, 
a 4,700-seat auditorium which has 
been a financial white elephant to 
the fraternity for the past three 
years, 

Vilma Banky and Rod LaRocque 
in a new play adapted from the 
Hungarian by John Emerson and 
Anita Loos are booked for Oct. 15, 
and will open the first season of 
regular theatre this city has had 
since the old Academy burned. This 
and subsequent attractions are be- 
ing sponsored by a committee of 
Acca Temple, owners of the house. 

The music season there opens 
Nov. 11 with a series of concerts 
sponsored by the Richmond Civic 
Musical Association. 


ENGAGEMENTS 


Joseph Wagstaff, “Fine and 
Dandy.” 
Helen Ault, “Sweet Adeline” 
(road). 


Audrey Davis, “The Noble Exper- 
iment,” 

Virginia Downes, “Street Scene”* 
(road). 

John Thompson, “Bird in Hand” 
(road). 

Ruby Keeler, 

Antonio De Marco Reene, 
Crazy.” 

John Williams, “One, Two, Three.” 

Mary Adams, “Hello, Paris.” 


“Vanderbilt Revue.” 
“Girl 


Gladys Baxter, Barry Lupino, 
Marjorie Peterson, Howard Lang, 
Jerry Goff, “Prince Chu Chang.” 

Owen Davis, Jr., Lew Payton, 
Marion Litonius, Richard Huey, 
“Solid South.” 

Norah Balfour, Jeanne Stuart, 


Prunella Page, “Nine Till Six.’ 

Franchot Tone, Weldon Heyburn, 
Benedict McQuarrie, “Pagan Lady.” 

Victor Moore, Danielle Bregis, 
Jean Aubert, George Grossmith, 
Bartlett Simmons, Betty Gallagher, 
John Kane, Raymond Walburn, 
Douglas Dumbrille, Dorothea James, 
“Princess Charming.” 


Helen Hayes, Arthur Sinclair, 
John A. Butler, P. J. Kelly, Barry 
Macollum, Kate McComb, Charles 
Kennedy, Marie O'Neill, Ralph Cul- 
linan, Peggy Doran, Clement 
O’Loghlen, “Mr. Gilhooley.” 

Edith Barrett, tuy Standing, 
Haidee Wright, “Mr. Moonlight.” 

Muriel Kirkland, Dorothy Hall, 


Verse Teasdale, Ernest Glendinning, 
Frederick Worlock, “The Greeks 
Had a Word for It. ” 

Jack Goode, Stella Mayhew, Nat C 
Haines, “Hello Paris.” 

Marion Green, “Street Singer” 
(road). 


CAST CHANGES 


Hugh Buckler has replaced Wil- 
liam H. Sams of “Lost Sheep” at 
Selwyn, Chicago. 

Marion Harris goes in Brady & 
Wiman’s “Second Little Show” at 
the Royale, New York, this week, 
succeeding Gloria Grafton. 

Jane Bramley will replace Miriam 
Hopkins in “Everybody's Secret.” 

Fo Meyers’ replaces Cynthia 
Rogers in “Garrick Gaieties” for the 
road. 
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Wednesday, September 24, 1930 


PEGETEMATE 


VARIETY 


Flock of Flops Struck B way Last 
Wk; One Out of 7 Shows with Chance 


Probably the worst premiere card 
jn Broadway’s record last week. 
No such collection of weaklings dur- 
ing any one week in September in 
memory. 

Only one production in seven 

rated having a chance. Two shows 
are of the shoestring variety. An- 
other two are English importations. 
One too highbrow and other brace 
are musicals. 
- It was a week of panning by the 
reviewers. One of the troupes fold- 
ed after three days. Another of last 
week’s crop goes off this week. The 
two London shows will probably 
etay for six weeks, the time gen- 
erally guaranteed players from Lon- 
don. 

The lineup: 

“Cinderelative,” Comedy; 
Thursday, closed Saturday. 

“Insult,” 49th St. (English); given 
small chance. 

“The Rhapsody,” Cort; 
week. 

“Symphony in Two Flats” (Eng- 
lish); puzzled first nighters; medi- 
ocre business. 

“With Privileges,” Vanderbilt; no 
chance. 

“Luana,” Hammerstein's; chances 
hurt by notices. 

“Nina Rosa,’ Majestic; notices 
generally good and should do, but 
Monday trade slight; Jewish New 
Year, one factor, 

“Gratitude” in Money 


Newest show in the money is 
“That's Gratitude” at the Golden. 
Claimed capacity and first full week 
at $15,000 (scale up this week). 
“Dancing Partner” rated a hit and 
best money getter of the new sea- 
son's comedies; over $18,000. “Torch 
Song” could be better but appar- 
ently okay at $13,000. 

Business slightly better last week. 

Other closings are “That’s the 
Woman,” Fulton, with a chance of 
“The Pagan Lady” following; “The 
Up and Up” given notice to leave 
but may stick a bit longer; “The 
Long Road” slated to move from 
Longacre Thursday, house getting 
“Roadside” Friday. 

Due in next week: “One, Two, 
Three,” Henry Miller’s; “Nine to 
Six,” Ritz; “Bad Girl,” Hudson; 
“Mrs. Gilhooley,” Broadhurst; “Mrs. 
Moonlight,” Hopkins. Several others 
may be added starters. 


Estimates Last Week 


“Cinderelative,” Comedy. Taken 
off Saturday after playing three 
days; one of several shows which 
opened and were panned last week. 

“Dancing Partner,’ Belasco (8th 
week) (C-1,000-$3.85). None of the 
new comedies has been able to 
match pace of Belasco show which 
again bettered $18,000 last week. 

“Farewell to Arms,” National (ist 
week) (D-1,164-$3). Presented by 
A. H. Woods: dramatized from 
Ernest. Hemingway’s book by Laur- 
ence Stallings; opened Monday. 

“Fine and Dandy,” Erianger’s (1st 
week) (M-1,520-$5.50). Presented 
by Morris Green and Louis Gensler 


opened 


off this 


with Joe Cook starred; book by 
Donald Odgen Stewart; songs and 
lyrics by Kay Swift and Paul 
James; opened Tuesday. 

“First Mrs. Fraser,” Playhouse 
(38th week) (C-870-$3.85). Holding 


over well enough and engagement 
indefinite, though new show likely 
before holidays; $8,000 estimated. 

“Flying High,” Apollo (30th week) 
(M-1,168-$5.50). Selling out nightly 
and ought to hold its own with new- 
comers; last week about $37,000. 

“Frankie and Johnnie,” Republic 
(ist week) (CD-901-$3). Presented 
and written by John M. Kirkland; 
Police charges still pending but due 
to open Thursday (25). 

“Garrick Gaieties,” Guild (17th 
week) (R-944-$3). Expected to go 
on tour soon after successful sum- 
mer engagement; average $12,000 
weekly and okay for intimate revue. 

“Greeks Had a Name for It,” Har- 
ris (lst week) (C-1,050-$3). Pre- 
sented by William Harris, Jr.; writ- 
io by Zoe Akins; opens Thursday 

“Green Pastures,” Mansfield (31st 


week) (CD-1,050-$4.40). Still the 
best mone y maker among. the 
dramas with gross again around 


$24,000 for colored cast show, 

“Hot Rhythm,” Times Square (6th 
week) (R-1,050-$3). Continuance 
in doubt after this week; colored 
revue not doing mere than $8,000, 
which is not even break. 

“Insult,” 49th St. (2d week) (D- 


708-$3). First nighters did not 
think this import can make the 
érade; business moderate after 


opening with $5,000 indicated. 

“Ladies All,” Morosco (9th week) 
(C-893-$3). Better chance than 
most of new things this season; 
business has been bettering $12,000 
and satisfactory. 

“Last Mile,” Ambassador (33d 
Week) (D-1,000-$3). Moved here 
from Harris Monday with out of 
town booking set back indefinitely; 
averaging around $12,000. 

Luana,” Hammerstein’s (24 week) 
(M-1,265-$6.60). Bumped hard by 
the critics but a better show than 
indicated: question if it can play 
down tough start: opened last Wed- 
nesday (17) with fair business 


thereafter; small agency support 
because of League. - 

“Lysistrata,” 44th St. (17th week) 
(C-1,323-$5.50). Indications point 
to continuance through fall; big 
business; tied with Pastures for 
lead at $25,000. 

“Nina Rosa,’ Majestic (1st week) 
(M-1,776-$5.50). Presented by the 
Shuberts; opened last Saturday 
(20); notices good. 

“Once in a Lifetime,” Music Box 
(ist week) (C-1,000-$3.85). Pre- 
sented by Sam H. Harris; written 
by Moss Hart and George S. Kauf- 
man; rated havin® very good 
chance; opens tonight (17). 

“Roadside,” Longacre (1st week) 
(CD-1,019-$3.85), Presented by Ar- 
thur Hopkins; written by Lynn 
Riggs; opens Friday (26) after 
three days in New Haven. 

“Second Little Show,” Royale (4th 
week) (R-1,118-$4.40). Agencies 
claim they could have better aided 
show on a “buys” basis; business 
rather good at $22,000, but not 
capacity. 

“Stepdaughters of War,’ Empire. 
Postponed. 

“Stepping Sisters,” Forrest (23d 
week) (F-1,015-$3). Stays until 
Oct. 20, when Edgar Wallace’s “On 
the Spot” is due; big in a cut-rate 
way; $5,000 claimed. 

“Strictly Dishonorable,” Avon 
(54th week) (C-830-$3.85). Birth- 
day party celebrating year’s run 
brought some additional trade; 
ahead of most new shows; $16,000. 

“Symphony in Two Flats,” Shu- 
bert (2d week) (CD-1,295-$3). 
Critics rather puzzicd over this 
English play (Ivor Novello); busi- 
ness light after good premiere. . 

“Ninth Guest,” Eltinge (5th week) 
(D-892-$3). Mystery thriller get- 
ting moderate trade with some cut- 
rating; indicated average, $8,000. 

“That’s Gratitude,” John Golden 
(3d week) (C-900-$3). New comedy 
hit; capacity claimed last week, 
with the gross quoted at $15,000; 
best money since “Strange Inter- 
lude.” 

“That’s the Woman,” Fulton (4th 
week) (D-913-$3.85). Final week; 
hoped business would climb to 
profitable pace, but slipped off last 
week under $8,000; dark next week. 

“The Long Road,” Longacre (3d 
week). Announced to move to an- 
other house Thursday to save pic- 
ture rights; business again under 
$5,000; “Roadside” comes in Fri- 
day (26). 

“The Rhapsody,” Cort (2d week) 
{CD-1,043-$3.85). Final week; 
Anspacher drama regarded having 
little chance with reviews unfavor- 
able; no successor definite. 

“Topaze,” Barrymore (6th week) 
(2a engagement) (C-1,090-$3). 
Good business; repeat date rather 
supported by cut rates; around 
$10,000; one week more. 

“Torch Song,” Plymouth (5th 
week) (CD-1,042-$3.85). Expected 
to last well into winter; pace could 
be better, but satisfactory at $13,000. 

“Up and Up,” Biltmore (3d week) 
(C-1,000-$3). Final week; but may 
move; business around $7,500, not 
enough for this one. @ 

“Up Pops the Devii,” Masque (4th 
week) (C-700-$3). Rated one of 
season’s best things so far; virtual 
capacity for gross of $14,000 or 
better. 

“With Privileges,” Vanderbilt (2d 
week)* (C-771-$3). May stay a few 
weeks, but rated having little 
chance; first week’s gross $3,000, 
maybe. 

“Young Sinners,” National (2d 
engagement). Closed last Saturday 
and sent to road; played five-week 
repeat date. 

“Vanities,” New Amsterdam (13th 
week) (R-1,702-$6.60). Holding up 
excellently with last week’s gross 
again around $45,070 mark; still 
leads Broadway. 

Other Attractions 

“Uncle Vanya,” Booth; repeat 
date for two weeks; then road. 

“Broadway Parade,” Cherry Lane 
(Village). 

“Hello Francis,” slated for Presi- 
dent; postponed indefinitely. 


Minneapolis Figures 


Minneapolis, Sept. 23. 

With newspapers boosting edi- 
torially “Strictly Dishonorable,” 
opening the legit season at the Met- 
tropolitan, did a splendid week's 
business, around $14,000. 

“Nancy’s Private Affair” gave the 
Bainbridge dramatic stock company 
its best week of the season to date, 
but the $4,500 results still left much 
to be desired. 

“Ripples of 1930,” stock burlesque 
at Gayety, fairly good nights, but 
matinee trade was negligible. 
About $4,200, which is profitable. 


Belasco’s Indian 
Peter Allen, full blooded Pawnee 
Indian, is slated for David Belasco’s 
production of “Laughing Boy.” 
“Laughing Boy,” prize winning 
novel, is on Belasco’s later list. 


Frisco Grosses 


San Francisco, Sept. 23. 


The only legitimate show in town 
at the Curran, Pauline Frederick in 
“The Crimson Hour,” showed a 
build of around a grand over the 
first seven days and copped close 
to $16,000. 

“The Birth of a Nation,” sound- 
dubbed Griffith film of 15 years ago 
in the Geary at road show prices, 
slipped considerably on third week, 
but probably still a profit at close 
to $5,000. Elimination of expensive 
prologue with which picture opened 
cut nut down considerably. Using 
now only few Negro singers doing 
spirituelles to precede film. It has 
one more week to go, having rented 
house for a month. 

Erlanger’s Columbia went dark 
with closing of “Young Love” and 
has Royal Russian Chorus an- 
nounced for next week. 


NEW SHOWS 
PHILLY NEXT WK. 


Philadelphia, Sept. 23. 


Not much of an improvement in 
legit business last week, with five 
houses open instead of four.. Still 
just one show reporting any sort 
of box office activity. The others 
ranged from bad to worse. 

The exception was Dillingham’s 
“Ripples,” with the Stones at the 
Garrick. “Ripples” reported $25,000 
on its first week. 

“A Farewell to Arms,” A. H. 
Wood’ much touted production, got 
a poor $7,000 at the Shubert. Shu- 
bert is dark this week. 

“Once in a Lifetime” despite good 
notices and interest here among 
those on the inside didn’t get much 
over $5,000 on its third and final 
week at the Lyric. “Three Little 
Girls” went out Friday at the For- 
rest to get a Sunday opening in 
Chicago. 

This week finds only four houses 
open, most unusual for so late in 
September. Three of the four have 
new bookings. “June Moon” at the 
Lyric for three or four weeks; 
“Apron Strings” at the Adelphi for 
a fortnight and "The Street Singer” 
in Forrest, 

Next week will be one of the big- 
gest and most important this city 
has had in a long time. Four new 
shows, three opening cold. Theatre 
Guild’s first Philadelphia premiere 
“Elizabeth, the Queen” at the Gar- 
rack for a fortnight. George M. 
Cohan’s “A Wel! Known Woman,” 
with Mary Phillips, at the Broad. 
“Three’s a Crowd,” with Webb, Hol- 
man and Allen reopens the Erlanger 
as a legit house and the fourth is 
“Girl Crazy,” Aarons & Freedly 
musical at the Shubert. All limited 
to two weeks. 

Estimates for Last Week 

“Apron Strings” — Adelphi (ist 
week). Not very much advance, 
not surprising in view of the ter- 
rible business here so far. “Broken 
Dishes” got about $4,500. 

“The Street Singer”’—Forrest (1st 
week). Indefinite. “Three Little 
Girls” got $11,000 last week. 

“Ripples” — Garrick (2d week). 
Only money show in town last week. 
Between $25,000 and $26,000 in first 
week at $3.50 top. 

“June Moon”—Lyric (ist week). 
Three weeks. “Once in a Lifetime” 
$6,000, way under. 


‘Adeline,’ $20,000, Leaves 
Little for Rest in Hub 


Boston, Sept. 23. 


“Sweet Adeline,” at the Colonial 
with Helen Morgan, drew biggest 
gross in a generally good week. A 
figure of $20,000 for that show, with 
the $17,500 for both the Lyric and 
the Shubert, made the week excep- 
tional. 

At the Lyric it was the last week 
for the “Blackbirds of 1930” show. 
“Princess Charming” was the show 
at the Shubert, in its first week, 
opening having been delayed a week 
because of a backstage fire in the 
theatre. 

Other legits had only a fair week. 
The three leading attractions 
seemed to take all the town’s thea- 
tre spending. 

Colonial—“‘Sweet Adeline.” 
in second week. Led at $20,000. 

Shubert — “Princess Charming” 
(second week). First week grossed 
$17,500. 

Lyric — “Blackbirds of 
Closed at $17,500. Good. 
now dark. 

Plymouth—“Apron Strings.” End- 
ed three weeks with $8,000. “Miss 
Gulliver’s Travels” now. 


Now 


1930.” 
House 


Wilibur—“Twelfth Night.” Second 
week. $9,000. 
Majestic—“Bird in Hand.” Third 


week gross, $7,000. 


Holtz-Yellen Show 


Lou Holtz, writing the book, and 
Jack Yellen, on the music, have 
started work on their musical, titled 
“Pinky.” 

Holtz will have the lead. 


L. A. LEGITS SNAPPY; 
KIT CORNELL’S $36,000 


Los Angeles, Sept. 23. 

Despite continued summer 
weather, legits continue to build. 
Catherine Cornell in “Dishonored 
Lady” led the town, getting $18,000 
on the week. This is only about 
$500 less than her opening week. 

At the Belasco “It’s a Wise Child,” 
fifth, week, went up a little to 
$10,000. A four week's run has 
about been top for this house, with 
the exception of “Journey’s End,” 
which went eight. Returns at both 
this house and the Biltmore have 
helped to encourage local] legit pro- 
ducers. 

“A Cup e# Sugar,” at the Vine 
Street, continues to get money in 
small but profitable quantities. At 
$5.400 it means about two g's profit. 

‘Thin Ice” opened at the Holly- 
wood Playhouse on Wednesday, get- 
ting close to $3,000 for the half week. 
Francis X. Bushman and Aileen 
Pringle are starred. Same cast did 
the piece in stock at San Diego two 
weeks. 

“The Poor Nut”, finished four 
weeks at the El Capitan with $5,000. 
Attraction got about the best money 
the theatre has seen in the last year. 
Increase was due to additional bill- 
ing and advance of two-bits in ad- 
mission. 

Estimates for Last Week 

“It’s a Wise Child” (Belasco, 5th 
week). Holding up at _ $10,000. 
Should show nice profit on run, 
which ends next week. 

“Dishonored Lady” (Biltmore, 2d 
and final week). Record second week 
for this house at $18,000. Theatre 
dark until Oct. 3, then “Death Takes 
a Holiday.” 

“The Poor Nut” (El Capitan, 4th 
and final week). Folded to $5,500; 
profitable. “Parlor, Bedroom and 
Bath” opened Sunday. 

“Thin Ice” (Hollywood Playhouse, 
1st week). Depending on the Bush- 
man-Pringle combo to pull; $3,000 
on first five performances. 

“A Cup of Sugar” (Vine Street 3d 
week). As hooked up, $5,400 okay; 
serial on Dorothy Mackaye’s prison 
experience running in two local 
dailies. 


“Sweet Chariot” Going 
Ahead with Conditions 


“Sweet Chariot” halted in re- 
hearsal last week when Michael 
Mindlin, producer, had not posted 
bond, was permitted to resume this 
week. Mindlin posted part of the 
security and agreed to supply the 
remamder by next week, 

Equity made a special dispensa- 
tion, allowing Mindlin to proceed 
with the understanding that if the 
rest of the money is not posted as 
promised the show will be perma- 
nently stopped. 

“Sweet Chariot” 


is by Robert 


Wilder, former p. a. for Sam H. 
Harris. It enlists white and colored 
actors. 


Treasurers’ Salary Boost 


A disposition to raise the salaries 
of box office men who are prohibited 
from acceptng' gratiuties from 
ticket agencies under the Theatre 
League rules has become effective 
in several instances. Treasurers of 
the Music Box (Sam H. Harris) 
and Plymouth (Arthur Hopkins) 
have been raised to $100 per week, 
with assistants getting $75. Here- 
tofore treasurers in those theatres 
received $56 weekly. The Miller 
and Empire reported following suit. 

Box office were notoriously under- 
paid but previously some treasurers 
were getting as high as $90, but 
rarely higher. The League is re- 
ported having suggested that the 
Shuberts boost treasurers’ salaries. 
No decision yet. 


Wm. Ritter’s Accident 


William Ritter, formerly a legit 
stage manager (“Funny Face’’), and 
who has been staging vaudeville 
acts for the Harry Krivett office, 
had his right hand crushed in a 
motor accident. Four fingers and 
part of the thumb were amputated 
at the Hospital for Joint Diseases. 

Reported further cutting may be 
necessary early this week. He was 
a passenger in a heavy car which 
skidded on the Manhattan bridge 
and crashed into a steel pillar. 


Trying Drama Stock 

Dramatic stock supplants vaud- 
film at the Strand, Carlstadt, N. J., 
next week (29). Eugene Gregory's 
company. 

It includes Virginia Winter, Helen 
Woods, Harold O'Toole, Lillian Ol- 
sen, Frank Scharburg, tussell 
Hastings, Martin Beil, Alfred Pan- 
dolfi, Larry Lawrence and Albert 
Hall. 


“SEX” 
CHICAGO 


Chicago, Sept. 23. 

Only guys who are having any 
real fun out of this town’s back- 
ward legit season are the theatre 
watchmen, 

Each evening these boys drag 
cushioned chairs out to the outer 
lobbies of 11 of the burg’s houses, 
get together a collection of pulp 
wood mags, an extra can of to- 
bacco and settle back to wise-crack 
about the passing mob. Out-of- 
work box office men, agents and 
managers drift in and more chairs 
slide over the dusty floors. 

Four open houses this week got 
a break in the weather and biz in- 
creased accordingly. The week past 
is one of the best the Loop has 
had this season. Every house open- 
ed to strong biz, and with the ex- 
ception of one warm night kept 
up the pace. On the other hand 
the critics are barking because the 
Guild and the League have set the 
same night to open. 

Twe in Sight 

Only near openings are the “Dis- 
honored Lady” at the Harris for 
Sept 29 and “Young Sinners” at 
the Apollo 28. Rest of the open- 
ings all come in October—if then, 

“Artists and Models” still leads 
with sell-outs, but all other pieces 
are getting their share. 

Estimates for Last Week 

“Artists and Models” (Grand, 3d 
week). Around $33,000, which is 
big. : 

“Lost Sheep” (Selwyn, 3d week). 
Up to a healthy $15,000. Great for 
show that did around $5,000 most 
of time in New York. 

“Sex” (Garrick, 4th week). Picked 
up nearly as strong as the opening 
week, going between $16.000 and 
$17,000. 

“House of Fear” (Piayhouse, 4th 
week). Up to $7,000, an increase 
with prospects of remaining fox 
some time. 


‘Music Box Revue’ Revival 


Sam H. Harris may revive “The 
Music Box Revue” as an annual and 
with Hassard Short also in as 
stager. 

Harris and Short have been con- 
ferring on the idea of enother 
“Music Box Revue.” £hort is stag- 
ing “Three's a Crowd” for Max 
Gordon. He will begin lining up 
skits for the “Music Box Revue” 
upon completion of bis present as- 
signment. 


“Charming’s” New Prima 

“Princess Charming” may lay off 
the week before opening on Broad- 
way at the Imperial, where it is due 
Oct. 13. 

Several cast changes are contem- 
plated, with a new prima donna 
probably replacing Danielle Bregis, 
French. 

The Boston opening was handi- 
capped by a fire which damaged 
part of the production and delayed 
the original opening date. Favor- 
able reports on the show's Broad- 
way chances, however. 


Kendall Going Ahead 


Messmore Kendall returns as legit 
producer with his first “Painted 
Veil.” No production date in view. 
He’ll be associated again with Rob- 
ert Milton. 

Kendall says a recent announce- 
ment listing his show was far too 
previous, Play isn’t written yet. 
Bartlett -Carmack has the book for 
adaptation. Previous adapters have 
flivved on this job. 

Kendall’s last was “The Sandy 
Hooker,” starring Lenore Ulric. It 
never reached New York. 


Degree for Skinner 


Watertown, N. Y., Sept. 23. 
Otis Skinner, on stage for up- 
wards of 50 years, will receive the 
honorary letters at St. Lawreneg 
University, Canton, Oct. 5. 


Robins Leaves Equity 

Edward Robins, Equity deputy, 
has handed in his resignation, ef- 
fective in two weeks, 

During his stay with the organ- 
ization over a period of several 
years, Robins was active in Equity 
negotiations with the agencies now 
operating under Equity permits. He 
expects to join a show going into 
rehearsal shortly. 
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Plays on Broadway. 


LUANA 


Operetta in two acts. Presented at Ham- 
merstein’s Sept. 17 by Arthur Hammerstein, 
Score by Rudolf Friml. Book adapted from 
James Walton Tully’s ‘‘The Bird of Para- 
dise, by Howard Emmett Rogers. Lyrics 
by J. Keiran Brennan. Dances staged by 
Earl Lindsey. Book staged by Rogers. 


George Djimos 
Mahuna......«.. Sylva 
Pringle 
DOnald Novis 
Paul Wilson.......... .Joseph Macaulay 
Capt. Hatch......... Soeececens George Nash 
Sergt. Cavanaugh.... ..William Gordon 
*‘Sure-Fire Thompson’’........-- Harry Jans 
Jimmy Smith...... eseeee+--Harold Whalen 
Mr. C. Bradley 
Diana Diana Chase 
Robert Chisholm 
Poly Hatch... Doris Carson 
Major Andrews..........Harold Ten Brook 
O'Brien 
Hawaiian Shawni-Lani 
Hawaiian Children......... 


Joseph, John and Michael Rayia 


That romance and tragedy, “The 
Bird of Paradise,” which brought 
fame to Richard Walton Tully about 
a generation ago, comes back in 
operetta form in “Luana.” It is the 
type of production Arthur Hammer- 
stein is best at. This seems to have 
too much book on a now old sub- 
ject. It may go to a moderate suc- 
cess, mostly through being without 
close competition, 

Vocally “Luana” is admirable. 
Nearly all the principals are 
“voices,” even though some have 
little of the score. It is a natural 
for color, scenically and in the cos- 
tumes. Several male vocal ensem- 
bles clicked, though hardly. thrilled. 
Little chance for humor, but now 
and then a laugh. The hula in its 
various guises furnished much of 
the chorus rhythm and generally an 
eye-filler. 

Perhaps the best dressed of the 
season’s premieres to date: Not in- 
considerable was. the spray of 
chilled air, welcome on a warm 
night, and a reminder that the deco- 
rative Hammerstein’s is one of the 
few legit theatres modernly equipped 
for summer temperatures. Now and 
then the organ swelled the volume 
of an excellent orchestra, though the 
pipes were hardly necessary. 

Trouble with the second act was 
reported after the show opened out 
of town. That appeared to have 
een attended to. During rehearsals 
there were a couple of punching in- 
cidents between Jack Haskell, the 
dance director, and a chorus boy, 
with Hammerstein taking a sock at 
Haskell, too. That unfortunate af- 
fair is still in the courts. With the 
director out, another was sought. 
Sammy Lee took a look in Newark 
and bowed out. Earl Lindsay took 
over the assignment. The extrane- 
ous back-stage stuff, however, hard- 
ly affected “Luana” as a whole. 

Maybe the story is too insistent. 
There is too much of it for light 
opera and there is not enough new- 
ness in performance. That so at- 
tractive a Kanaka girl as the Prin- 
cess Luana should anchor her affec- 
tions upon a liquor-sodden, bearded, 
gone-native American is a good deal 
less believable in the musical ver- 
sion than in the original. What the 
missionaries taught went for noth- 
ing at the end. With Mount Pelee 

tin eruption, the natives resort to 
paganism, and the luscious Luana, 
deserted by her white mate, makes 
the sacrifice, leaping into the crater 
of the volcano. 

The story that brought forth Lau- 
rette Taylor, Lenore Ulric and sev- 
eral others, again introduces a new 
and alluring actress—Ruth Altman, 
who started as a show girl and ap- 
peared in an obscure opera company 
or two. She is youthful and pretty 
and graced with a voice of tonal 
qualities that rates her something of 
a find. 

Miss Altman scored vocally sev- 
eral times, best with “My Bird of 
Paradise,” partly duetted with Jo- 
seph McCaulay, well chosen as the 


Are You Sure You Are 


INSURED ? 


Let us look over your POLI- 
CIES—it may prevent a heavy 
loss! 


INSURANCE of every 
description— 


INSURANCE that INSURES 


Consult us as you would your 
Doctor or Lawyer. 


JOHN 
KEMP 


Established since 1910 
551 Fifth Ave., N. Y. C. 


Phones: Murray Hill 7838-9 


man who succumbed to the lure of 
the South Seas. “Magic Spell of 

Lave: had the same pair in effective 
uet, 

Robert Chisholm, the Australian, 
who featured in the producer's “The 
Golden Dawn” and “Sweet Adeline,” 
is the male singing lead in “Luana,” 
his character that of the beach- 
comber regenerated by a woman of 
his own kind. “A Son of the Sun” 
with ensemble backing was his first 
score. “In the Clouds” was his big 
interlude, a full male chorus joining. 
Short gnd melodious was “Where 
You Lead,” with Diana Chase, the 
number clicking unexpectedly. 

Harry Jans and Harold Whalen, 
marinés whv grow rich with pine- 
apple plantations, had the entire 
comedy burden, except one line de- 
livered by George Nash, who. is the 
big shot among the island planters, 
Jans and Whalen had to rough up 
the going to inject comedy. First- 
nighters seémed to think the comics 
went a bit too far, particularly a 
swift pratt kick sought by a lively 
little damsel. Latter is Lillian Bond, 
vivacious soubret, who led the hula 
girls now and then and on her own, 
and knows the stuff. 

Miss Bond was with Jans and 
Whalen in the livelier numbers, 
“Shore Leave” and ‘‘Wanapoo Bay," 
the nimble Doris Carson figuring in 
the latter with a dance specialty. 
Others likewise in dance action at 
that time. Smaller parts called for 


duenna had nothing save in en- 
sembles. ‘ 

The wiggles of the chorus gave 
way to a sightly maneuver enhanced 
by feathered headdresses. That and 
the barbarie costumes recalled “To- 
tem Pole” of “Rose-Marie.” Ef- 
fective in a way but not a successor 
to that ingenious routine. Number 
was billed “Drums of Kane.” 
“Luana” is the first of the season's 
major musicals. It is ambitious and 
should please music lovers. Panned 
too hard by critics for profitable 
stey. Tbee. 


A Farewell to Arms 


Drama in three acts presented at the 
National Sept. 22 by A. H. Woods; ar- 
ranged from the book of Ernest Heming- 
way by Laurence Stallings; staged by Rou- 
ben Mamoulian; settings designed by P. 
Dodd Ackerman. 


vos Crane Wilbur 
(aces Frank Coletti 
Captain Jack LaRue 
Migs Katherine Warren 
Catherine Barkley ............ Elissa Landi 
Lieutenant Frederick Henry.Glenn Anders 
Sergeant Bonello .,........ ..-+Albert Ferro 


Sta i. Jules David 
Piret Orderly Hendryk de Paule 
Second Orderly Joseph Kashioff 


Stretcher Bearer . 
BETO: 


»».-Ricardo Calvo 
Carrie Lowe 


.. Jane McKenzie 
Miss Van Campen .......... Florence Earle 
Medical Captains .......... Ricardo Bengali 

Juan Villagana 
Colonel Gaglairdi .......... C. Sager Czaja 
Officer of Carabinieri ........ Harold Huber 


“A Farewell to Arms” could be 
rated a romantic “What Price 
Glory?” It is a war play with lan- 
guage just as lurid and rough, if 
not more so. There are some fine 
impersonations and a love story 
that is as good as in Ernest Hem- 
ingway’s book from which it has 
been fashioned. May have to be 
toned down but there should be 
enough left to send it across. 

There may be some question as 
to what kind of a job of adaptation 
has been done by Laurence Stallings 
who wrote “Glory” with Maxwell 
Anderson, His assignment does not 
seem an easy task but there is 
plenty of the best seller in the play. 
A. H. Woods, the producer, is re- 
ported having urged Stallings to 
ease up on the profanity, which 
sticks away out at times. Stallings 
insisted the terms just had to be 
retained. 

“A Farewell to Arms” is the love 
story of Frederick Henry, lieutenant 
(American) in the Italian army dur- 
ing the war, and Catherine Barkley, 
English war nurse stationed on the 
Italian front. It is a vivid, compell- 
ing romance with tragedy at the 
end of the shell-riven rainbow. 

The central characters are so al- 
luringly enacted by Elissa Landi 
and Gienn Anders that much can 
be forgiven. Miss Landi well earned 
the raves of the first nighters, de- 
spite the humidity (rather a hot 
play on a hot night). Miss Landi 
is an auburn-haired Venitian, bred 
in London and with the fine diction 
of the British. Her Catherine is 
lovely and thoroughbred as is the 
Catherine of the book. They say 
she was not especially well known 
in London and was selected for the 
play by Rouben Mamoulian, who 
staged it. 

Anders has a big chance as Fred- 
erick and he seemed very like the 
lover of the novel, wounded and 
sent to Milan where the adventure 
with Catherine begins. A brandy- 
drinking fellow, who 4s completely 
in love with the English nurse, he 
over-shadows the ste,‘ling work of 
Crane Wilbur, a har?’ yorking, hard 


vocalizing, but Marguerita Sylva as | 


drinking doctor, who loves Frederick 


better than a brother. 


These three players are enough 
to carry “A Farewell to Arms,” but 
there is a populous cast sprinkled 
with good actors. The second act, 
which is the diverting portion of 
the play, begins in a hospital at 
Milan, where the wounded Fred- 
erick has been set. Amusing bits 
of Jane McKenzie, old nurse, Ar- 
mand Cortez as a_ supercillious 
Wop doctor, Mortimer Weldon as 
an efficient and profane surgeon 
(especially good), and Florence 
Earle as the hard boiled hospital 
matron, all stood out. And there 
was additional good work by play- 
ers not as easy to identify. 

The latter portion of the book, 

telling of the escape by rowboat, 
mile after mile up the lake over 
the Swiss border, the pleasant au- 
tumn days of the lovers in the 
mountains, andthe despairing in- 
teriude in the hospital where Cath- 
erine’s baby is born and she dies, 
is largely changed. Naturally the 
incoherent and repetitious wander- 
ings of Frederick’s anguished wait- 
ing has been rewritten. Stallings 
brings Catherine back to the front 
and at a time when the Italians 
are in retreat. It is not plausible. 
The girl’s groans are from off-stage 
but she is brought on for her pass- 
ing. Even then Miss Landi seemed 
sweet. 
Plenty of drama in “A Farewell 
to Arms.” The book’s rep is to 
be considered and as a play it 
should. de. Ibee. 


Symphony in Two Flats 


Comedy drama, with a dash of piano, 
in a prelude, prologue and three acts. 
Presented by the Shuberts. Starring Ivor 
Novello in his own writing, previously 
performed in London, At the Shubert 
Sept. 16. 

David Kennard............-Ivor Novello 
Lesley Fullerton...........Benita Hume 
Peter Innes...........-Anthony Hankey 
Magon....... Oxley 
Mrs, Plaintiff........Lilian Braithwaite 
Salmon Baird 
Beryl Plaintif€,..............Ann Trevor 
Rayner 
Leo Samson 
Jean Westcott 
Miss Trebelli.............Maide Andrews 
Perter. Una Venning 
George Park..........J3. Lister Williams 


A British actor and composer 
writes his own play. Thus Ivor 
Novello brings to the stage a hodge- 
podge of uninspired incidents, with 
himself as a blind composer. It’s a 
weary thing, unraveling like a dou- 
ble feature in a dime picture theatre 
that projects a reel of each at a 
time. It’s credited with having 
stood up for six months in London, 
A few nights after the opening here 
the house was spotty and the paper 
was obvious. It will cost the Shu- 
berts money to hold the piece at 
the Shubert for six weeks. 

Running over two hours with one 
set used for nine scenes, “Symphony 
in Two Flats” can be taken literal- 
ly. since it flats in almost every bar 
of the theatrical keyboard. 

The title and a gust of conversa- 
tion in the prelude, when the prin- 
cipals are ‘brought together, are all 
that relates two different stories 
which alternate in scenic action de- 
scribed as “The Floor Above” and 
“The Floor Below.” It continues at 
a sing-song pace throughout, 

Novello and Benita Hume occupy 
the top floor in a Bohemian dwell- 
ing. There as David Kennard and 
Lesley Fullerton, one the composer 
who is-all for his symphony—-so 
much so that he goes blind early in 
the action—the other a loving, but 
bored, wife who finds time to dine 
with Leo Chavasse, a wealthy ad- 
mirer. 

On the second floor a comedy is 
taking place. Lilian Braithwaite 
as the coy and match-making Mrs. 
Plaintif€é gives a meritorious per- 
fommance, one of the few in the 
play. A masculine type of bachelor 
girl, who has a gym rigged in her 
living room, is essayed by Ethel 
Baird. Like most of the other parts, 
Miss Baird exaggerates the role. 
Exaggeration, incidentaily, is a 
fault in nearly all the cast. 

Play ambles on and on until Mrs. 
Plaintiff succeeds in marrying off 
her daughter and canturing a 
wealthy mutton dealer for herself. 
Upstairs, Kennard has recovered his 
sight long enough, after finding 
that his supposed prize compo- 
sition had lost the award, to 
misinterpret the affections of his 
wife for Chavasse. Then he be- 
comes totally blind. But his wife 
returns and there is nothing further 
to be unhappy about. Waly. 


INSULT 


Drama in three acts presented at the 49th 
Street Sept. 15 by Lee Shubert; adapted 
from the Dutch original of Jan Fabricius 
by J. E. Harold Terry and Harry Tighe; 
staged by D. A. Clarke-Smith. 


AGINGR Mona Li 
Major De Weert.......D. A. Clarke-Smith 
Does De Weert..............James Raglan 
Kees Hogue 
Hans Hartman..............Leslie Perrins 


The first of a number of foreign 
plays announced by the Shuberts, 
“Insult” is a rather long shot. The 
others must be better than this if 
the imports are to click. 

The cast is virtually all English 
and the play’s run rep is that of 
London. Written by a Hollander it 
was adapted by J. E. Harold Terry. 
Harry Tighe billed as collaborator. 


(Continued on page 70). 
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REVIEWS 


Stepdaughters of War 


Here’s a good idea gone wrong. 
and Nicholson and Erskin share the 
‘blame. Women's part in the World 
War is a phase of the conflict that 
concerned the British more tragic- 
ally than it did us, but there's 
novelty, appeal, and undoubtedly 
drama in the idea and text of Helen 
Zenna Smith's novel. Nicholson 
has missed them, And Erskin’s di- 
rection leaves one wondering some- 
times, 


Act one, scene one, is the living 
quarters of an ambulance unit be- 
hind the British front in Flanders 
in ‘17. Perhaps it’s authentic, but 
it’s not drama. It affords no con- 
trast to the great silence of the 
post-Armistics .scene in the same 
set with which the play closes. As 
a result the piay gets off to a 
draggy start. 

It’s a rather casual but deeply 
bitter tale of a group of English 
girls in the V. A. D, under command 
of a female Simon Legree quaintly 
nicknamed “Mrs. Bitch.” These 
girls talk that way. A few minutes 


of their conversation would bring }. 


the blush to the cheek of any one 
of Mr. Sheriff's young gentlemen in 
“Journey's .End.” They have no 
illusions about this war business, 
and they say.so. 


The love interest is supplied by 
Kit Evans, of the ambulance unit, 
and Geoffrey Hilder, an infantry 
officer. They meet accidentally in 
a Folkstone hotel. He has five more 
hours’ leave. He'd like to spend it 
with her, in her room. She says 
“Why not?” They do. 


The play meanders leisurely after. 


this from Kit's home in Wimbledon, 
where the authors effectively deal 
with back-home patriots, and then 
back to Flanders, where German 
shrapnel has physically un-sexed 
Geoffrey. The Armistice, with Kit, 
spiritually dead, grasping the with- 
ering hand of impotent Geoffrey, is 
the curtain. Both characters rather 
sketchy, but acted to the hilt by 
Katherine Alexander and Warren 
Williams. 

Erskin goes ‘in for reality in this 
production. For instance, accurate- 
ly timing the transition from sun- 
set to dusk in the Wimbledon scene, 
and using an ambulance on a tread- 
mill in another, A useless expense, 
the latter. The scene would play 
as well against a drop. 

There's a big motion picture in 
this script, provided the war back- 
ground isn’t overdone. Tall. 


BOUTON D’AVRIL 


(“April Bud”) 

A one-act sketch depicting the 
way some French actresses, secure 
in their star position through their 
political pull, and the way the The- 
atre Francaise is managed, refuse to 
give up playing leading ladies when 
they should have been shelved long 
On timeliness and acting of 
Marguerite Moreno, it steals the 
show from the three-act play, 
“L’Autoritaire,” which is a revival. 
Due to this, “L’Autoritaire” is billed 
first, “Bouton d’Avril" closing the 
show, contrary to custom. 

Story takes place in the dressing- 
room of a leading woman of the 
Comedie Fraincaise. Two attend- 
ants discuss the actress, explaining 
how she only gets by through the 
paid claque and the flowers she 
buys to be thrown at her on the 
stage every night. 

Enters the actress with a school- 
boy lover. She has just left the 
stage, still dressed in her classical 
tragedian costume. She tells the 
boy how finely she has been received 
by the audience and that she is 
going to play tour in the provinces. 

A man is introduced, representing 
a beauty preparation called “Bouton 
d’Avril,” meaning “April Bud,” sold 
for 30 years on the strength of the 
actress’ testimonial and former 
beauty. For this she gets a large 
life annuity by contract. 

After some humorous dialog, he 
tells the actress her staying on the 
stage long after she is no more 
beautiful is hurting the sale of the 
beauty stuff, that the firm wants 
her to withdraw from the stage. 
which, after much discussion, she 
accepts to do for a large sum and a 
country estate. She is threatened 
the firm will make it unpleasant for 
her if refusing, 

When this is arranged, an Ameri- 


contract for Hollywood. She is so 
stage.mad she reconsiders her for. 
mer decision, takes the contract ang 
informs her boy lover that she must 
part with him in order not to mar 
what she calls the beginning of a 
successful career, 


Play was obviously written as a 
direct satire on the Comedie Frat. 
caise’s leading woman, Cecile Sorel, 
well known for impersonating 
youthful heroines long after she ig. 
past the aye, as also do several 
other actresses of the Comedie 
Francaise. 

Miss Moreno’s part makes it far 
more than a personal satire and 
turns it into a great character study, 
worthy of any classical play. Mo- 
reno was wise enough to give up 
playing leading ladies long before 
her time, and she is undoubtedly 
the greatest French character ac- 
tress at the moment. 

Adaptation would probably do ag 
much for the one-acter in any coun- 
try where actresses persist in play- 
ing leading ladies after character 
days have arrived, Levy. 


MR. GILHOOLEY 


. Atlantic City, Sept. 23. 

Harris’ productions of Liam 
O’Flaherty’s “Mr. Gilhooley,” at the 
Apollo last night, is a play to ciaim’ 
attention and distinction. Its theme, 
old as human nature itself, is one of 
bruised but ever ardent and insur- 
gent love, made to glow with life by 
the brilliant performances of Arthur 
Sinclair and Helen Hayes. The 
transition by Frank B. Elser follows 
the novel quite faithfully, inasmuch 
ag can ‘be pictured on the stage. 
Several of its fiine scenes are shot 
with beauty, pity, cruelties and fas- 
cinations, One of those tormenting 
and tormented plays easy to under- 
stand why Harris felt no choice but 
to give it voice in the theatre. 

There is in the story not only the 
tragedy, but the irony of life. A 
bachelor past the bloom of life 
meets a young girl on the streets of 
Dublin. Her pitiful story touches 
this Larry Gilhooley but recently 
returned from years of railroad 
building in South America. He takes 
her to his room in Mrs. Davin’s 
boarding house, which is thrown 
into a turmoil the next morning 
when it is learned that the gentle- 
man, Mr. Gilhooley, brought a tart 
in to share an uncharted night. 

They are soon established in a 
comfortable flat, where the tragedy 
of the middle aged bereft of fate is 
the tragedy of trying to “go on.” 
The girl can’t forget her first love, 
who dropped her after three years 
of travel on the Continent. 

As the story is disclosed, she has 
come to Dublin to be near him, feel- 
ing always that he will never get 
around to marrying the wealthy 
woman his mother has chosen: for 
him. 

This scapegrace lover ever casts 
his shadow on. Gilhooley and his 
Nelly, with whom he has fallen des- 
perately in love, despite her, early 
warning that love can never be bee 
tween them. In the final moment, 
when she rushes off to her lover, 
only to find he has married and 
vanish, and she returns to meet her 
doom, 

It is this last scene when Miss 
Hayes does her best work. Very 
much drunk, she shows the promis- 
cuous character of the girl—weak, 
whining and pleading to be taken 
back. This tendency might have 
been revealed earlier in the play, 
but it is allowed to smoulder until 
it bursts in the last act. 

However, it is a maturer Miss 
Hayes that has returned to the 
stage, and she proves far more ef- 
fecting than before. Sinclair plays 
in quieter vein, but it is work just 
as skillful and winning. The sup- 
porting company has been cannily 
chosen and brings its full measure 
of expression. This virile, troubled 
and searching drama has_ been 
staged sympathetically by Harris. 
Tt needs only a public to cotton to 
its darker moments, Weintraub. 


YOUR SINGING OR SPEAKING VOICE 
HAS GREATER POSSIBILITIES 


My Successful 
QUEENIE SMITH, MARIO CHAMLEE, 
RALPH ERROLLE, RUBY NORTON, Ete. 


Recommend my vocal methods 
LIONEL ROBSARTE 
HOTEL WOODWARD, NEW YORK 
Tel. Circle 2000 
PRIVATE AUDITIONS GRATIS 
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Literati 


Advertisers 

Services for writers and would-be 
writers increasing to the extent that 
the scribbler can secure most any 
gort of literary aid. These services 
run all the way from typing to plots 
for sale and instruction in how te 
become a newspaper columnist. 

Ads of the various services, in 
the writers’ mags, are mostly a 
Jaugh to the outsider, but to the 
person bent on a literary career 
they are taken seriously enough. 
Anyhow, they must be, for some 
have been advertising for ycars, 
and therefore must have had re- 
gults. 

Majority of the ads offer typing 
service, and the prices vary widely. 
Charles B. McCray, of Elm Grove, 
W. Va., charges 60c. per 1,000 words, 
but V. Glenn Casner, of Repton, 
Ky., does much better, charging but 
30c. per 1,000 words. Casner an- 
nounces 10 years’ experience, too. 

Some typists throw in a couple 
of suggestions for marketing each 
story they type; others also offer 
eriticism along with the price. of 
typing. Maud Johnson, of Stroms- 
burg, Neb., offers as a special fea- 
ture the first page’s typing free. 

Archibald Louis Blitz, of Berkeley, 
Cal., sells plots for short stories, 
serials and novels, priced $2 and up. 
He also sells popular song lyrics in 
skeleton form. The Author’s Re- 
search Exchange, of Hammond, La., 
also sells plots. 

The Short Story Writers, of Cape 
Girardeau, Mo., have still a different 
gag. It publishes a fiction mag, 


flivved, but the younger Chrysler 
still didn’t like the automobile biz, 
and so he becomes a book publisher 
again. 

Chrysler, Jr. will specialize in 
limited editions of fancy works sell- 
ing for around $10 a copy. May go 
in for popular-priced books later. 
With young Chrysler will be asso- 
ciated William B. Okie, Jr., Charles 
Tomlinson and Francis B. Upham, 
Jr., and the senior Chrysler is also 
“in” just to see that things don’t 
get out of band. 


Woollcott’s Air Reviews 

“The Early Bookworm,” most pre- 
tentious radio broadcasting of book 
reviews yet attempted, which Alex- 
ander Woollcott inaugurated last 
night (23) over WABC and a coast 
hook-up of 33 stations, is the idea 
of Louis Satenstein, head of the 
American Book Bindery. Satenstein 
interested ten book publishers in the 
venture, as a means of stimulating 
the book business, and these, with 
Satenstein’s organization, are spon- 
soring the project. 

Behind the radio book reviews, 
with the American Book Bindery, 
are the Viking Press, Frederick A. 
Stokes, Simon & Schuster, W. W. 
Norton, William Morrow, Macmil- 
lan, Longmans, Green & Co., Alfred 
A. Knopf, Harcovrt Brace and E. 
P. Dutton. 

Woollcott will be “The Early 
Bookworm” on Tuesday nights for 
three months, covering four new 
books each week. Booksellers will 


“Joseph Fouche” ($3.50)........ 


BEST SELLERS 


Best sellers for week ending September 13th, as reported by The 
American News Company, Inc., and branches: 


Fiction 
“Shepherds in Sackcloth” ($2.50)..............Sheila Kaye-Smith 
“Charlie: Chan Carries On” Earl Derr Biggers 
Non-Fiction 


“Strange Death of President Harding” ($3.50) 


“Story of San Michele” ($3.75)... 
“Morgan the Magnificent” ($3.50)........ 


G. B. Means and J. D. Thatcher 
Axele Munthe 


Emil Ludwig 
.... stefan Zweig 


called ‘‘First Stories,’ and will pro- 
vide a writer with 10 plots, pro- 
viding he’writes stories around five 
of them and sends them to the mag 
as payment for the other five plots. 


Horror Serial 

_ Example of what Chicago jour- 
nalism is heading toward is seen 
in the recent announcement of 
Hearst’s “Evening American” that 
it will shortly bring out a serial 
yarn by Jack Lait titled “Put on 
the Spot.” Story is going to fea- 
tures pictures that up until now, 
and by agreement of all papers, 
have been barred. 

. Many of the pictures to be used 
in the story have appeared in a $1 
mag called ‘“X Marks the Spot.” 
This publication picked up pictures 
showing slain gangsters and has al- 
ready run 100,000 copies. Most of 
the photographs are pretty horrible 
for the average person. They were 
taken immediately after the various 
crimes and before the bodies had 
been moved. 

The “American” is calling its yarn 
nearly the same title as the $1 book, 
except it is stating Lait is show- 
ing crime doesn’t pay. A _ strong 
build-up on this angle, with the pic- 
tures supposed to be used as hor- 
rible examples. Likely, however, 
that other papers will now begin 
running first shot pictures of slain 
men. Already the only tab in_town, 
the “Times,” has featured one or 
two and got away with it. 

The last story was given first 
serial assignment in the N. Y. Eve 
Journal, 


Young Chrysler’s Venture 
Young Chrysler, the son of Walter 
P. Chrysler, Jr., automobile man, and 
who bears the same name as his 
Parent, has gone literary. Not liking 
the automobile business, young 
Chrysler has been set up by his 
father in the book publishing busi- 
ness. He takes over the 57th floor 
of the Chrysler building for his new 
organization, Cheshire House, Ine. 
The younger Chrysler, 21, was 
Something of a literary prodigy at 
®chool, founded “Five Arts,” a lit- 
erary monthly, while at Dartmouth. 
nce then the elder Chrysler has 
sag unable to get him away from 
9 literary field. Chrysler, Jr., es- 
the York Publishing 
couse about three years ago. It 


be tipped off in advance of the 
books to be reviewed, as a guide 
to exploitatic:i. Woollcott will pick 
his own books for radio reviewing. 


Phoning to Buenos Aires 

Staff men on the New York 
“Times” who handled the stories of 
the recent revolution in Argentina 
on this end, claim that at no time 
during the trouble was a censorship 
clamped on the radio phones. The 
“Times” men say the radio phone 
rate to Buenos Aires is $10 a min- 
ute, 

The “Times” correspondent in 
Buenos Aires, Mrs. Florence White, 
left that city the day before the 
revolution broke, going to Monte- 
video, Uruguay, to cable her stories 
from there and avoid censorship, 
with the “Times” subsequently get- 
ting its stories by radio phone from 
a staff writer on “La Nacion,” 
Buenos Aires. The “Times” spent 
from $100 to $400 a day phoning 
Buenos Aires during the revolution 
which Jasted about five days, with 
a staff writer finally getting an in- 
terview by phone with the new pres- 
ident of the South American re- 
public. 

Money for Truth 

Murder and racket stories, 
appearing in the detective class of 
pulp wood mags, are, for the most 
part, true inside stories of Chicago’s 
crime. They are being written by 
Chicago newspaper men using nom 
de plumes. These boys, on the in- 
side for years, and forbidden, for 
some unknown reason, to tell the 
truth in their own sheets, are using 
the fiction angle to get the news out. 

Weirdest imagination of the av- 
erage writer cannot approach the 
true stories these boys are writing. 
Result has been a phenomenally 
large sale of this class mag. 

Average man gets nowhere read- 
ing the mass of daily dope. 

Newspaper boys, who have been 
on the tail of Chi’s crime for many 
years, and haven't been able to get 
much out. of it, have suddenly 
jumped into the money, with their 
meanest efforts drawing as high as 
three cents a word. 


now 


Scribes’ Club Delinquents 
New York Newspaper Club, which 


has 677 members with less than half 
of them active, is running in the | 


Those Press Clubs 


Los Angeles, Sept. 23. 

A downtown newspaperman 
who has been such for several 
years was asked by the clerk 
of his hotel if he were a mem- 
ber of the local press club. 

Told that he wasn’t, 
clerk shot back: 

‘If you’d like to join, I can 
fix it with one of the lawyer 
members,” 


the 


red partly because of failure of 
members to meet their dues, some 
being more than a year and a half 
in arrears. 

Letters recently sent out asked 
the boys to try and make some ar- 
rangement to pay off on the install- 
ment plan. Club is pursuing a lib- 
eral policy in its relations with 
delinquent members, being 
dropped for, that reason and the 
facilities of the club open to all. 


Woolworth’s Opposish 

Modern Magazines, with which 
George F. Delacorte, Jr., will com- 
pete with the Woolworth mags, 
through exclusive saies in the Kress 
and Kresge chain stores, is luring 
the Woolworth mag execs with of- 
fers of more coin. Some are com- 
ing oyer. 

Delacorte’s mags are “The Mod- 
ern Screen Magazine” and “The 
Modern Love Magazine,” patterned 
after the Woolworth mags of the 
same type. Modern Magazines is a 
separate identity apart from Dela- 
corte’s other mags, which also cover 
the screen and love story fields. 
They are organized as the Dell Pub- 
lishing Co. 


How to Sell 

With many educational institu- 
tions teaching story writing, all 
have overlooked something just as 
important—or maybe more so—how 
to sell those same stories. 

Now Columbia University is going 
to remedy the deficiency. Columbia, 
which teaches almost everything, 
from the fine arts to bricklaying, 
will inaugurate a course in the mar- 
keting of manuscripts. Rowe 
Wright, of Curtis Brown, one of the 
biggest literary agencies in the 
business, will be the instructor, and 
he should know. Post will probably 
carry the title of “Prof.” with it. 


O’Neill Handmade MSS. 

Eugene O'Neill is said to have re- 
fused an offer of $40,000 for the 
original hand-written script of 
“Strange Interlude” and is also re- 
ported to have turned down large 
amounts for all his other manu- 
scripts. 

O’Neill writes all his plays by 
hand, finding it impossible to turn 
out his scripts on a typewriter. His 
handwriting is legible but so small 
that his typist has to use a magni- 
fying glass to transcribe his plays 
into regular manuscript form. 

Pony Golf’s Trade Papers 

Chicago will have two separate 
diminutive golf course trade papers 


by Oct. 4. 
One is titled “Miniature Golf 
Course News” and the other “The 


Miniature Golfer.” Both are owned 
by separate companies, with one 
charging $10 for a three-year sub- 
scription and the other going gratis. 
Advertising rates in each run $30 
a page. 

Town now has 918 outdoor pee 
wee courses with the indoor ones 
building heavily and numbering now 
about 42. 

Doubling in Boston 

Hearst’s Boston “Sunday Adver- 
tiser,” in the past operating sepa- 
rately from the Boston “American,” 
last Sunday became more closely 
identified with the daily. The same 
staff getting out the “American” 
worked on the Sunday paper, which 
retains its identity. 

Heretofore the Sunday and daily 
staffs of the Boston Hearst organi- 
zation were independent of each 
other. Under the new arrangement 
Jack Malloy is city editor of both 
“Advertiser” and “American.” 

Maj. Campbell’s Blast 

Major Campbell, former prohibi- 
tion director for New York, received 
$10,000 from the New York “World” 
for series of articles on dry enforce- 
ment obstacles he encountered. 
Series of articles has helped the 
“World’s” circulation and caused 
plenty of comment in and out of 
official and political circles, and is 
considered one of the liveliest fea- 
tures the “World” has run in a long 
time, 


Director’s Diary 
Raoul Walsh is writing a log on 


— 


European Runaround 
By Frank Scully 


Paris, Sept. 12. 

The week closed with W. R. Hearst getting aired from France and 
issuing his polished burnup from London, 

“Variety's” Paris chatter tipped off in the issue of Aug. 20 he was 
taking a chance coming in. He got an expulsion writ from Tardieu, 
polite but effective. 

Why they didn’t get a lever on him through his mags, pictures, news 
reels and news syndicates and leave him alone personally is one of those 
political vagaries nobody ever unravels. 

It all goes back to two years ago when a Hearst man snaked the 
secret documents of the Franco-British naval pact, thereby dumping an 
inside deal. 

Silly for Tardieu to dig up such old stuff now, but politicians never 
learn to forget. 

Hearst used the best way to laugh off the airing. 

England, victim of much more of Hearst's belts across the ear, did 
the wiser thing in letting Hearst come and go like any other chump 
bent on spending his tourist dough. 

Switzerland and Germany also found plenty of room for him and his 
22 secretaries, but France, with an elephant’s memory, said, “Out, mugg, 
out!” on the very day Coste and Bellonte were being acclaimed by 
Hearst papers on their arrival-in New York. 

In fact in Paris the Atlantic crossing of France's aces of the air and 
the Channel crossing-of America’s prize power of the press got adjoin- 
ing front page cols, (Laughter.) 


Lillie In, Landi Out 

London's West-end is plenty pleased to get back Beatrice Lillie, 
starring in “Charlot’s Masquerade” at the new cubistic Cambridge the- 
atre, and Nora Swinburne, to be seen soon in a talker version of “Caste,” 
Robertson’s famous comedy first produced fifty years ago. But it loses 
more young players every day. 

With Elissa Landi gone for the Hollywood version of Hemmingway’s 
“A Farewell to Arms” not much else’s worth tapping that hasn't already 
been taken except Binnie Hale, who starred with Bobby Howe in “Mr. 
Cinders,” and is all primed now for the lead in “Nippy.” Title is pet 
name for the waitresses of Lyons Corner Houses, the Childs’ of London. 

Binnie’s brother, Sonny Hale (ex of Evelyn Laye’s) and Jessie Mat- 
thews, go into a revue this fall. Jessie Matthews, who got an awful 
panning from the judge she won’t forget in a week-end, needs to be 
built up again. They were one of the sexy hits of Cochran's “Weke 
Up and Dream,” especially in that torchy thing of Cole Porter's entitied 
“Let’s Do It.” 


Novel-Writing Red Haired Gals 


Elissa Landi is an Elinor Glyn discovery, the Madame having featured 
her in “Knowing Men,” a floppo talker in which Carl Brisson was the 
star of the sapient sappos. She also played in a new Glyn-directed thing 
last spring called “The Price of Things.” 

She’s one of these red-golden haired kids with a flat and a husband 
and a liking for music and almonds and chocolate cake, who says she 
only married her boy-friend because it made her friends feel easier. 

Three novels are among her headaches, though what they’re called 
or how much they sold nobody seems to know. 

She doesn’t believe in marriage. Well, the Barkley gal she plays in 
“A Farewell to Arms” never got that far either, 


The Ladies 


With Jennie Dolly now opening a modiste shop on Champs Elysees 
with that dough she’s supposed to have made at Le Touquet, Florence 
Walton will be likely closing her hat shop and going back to dancing. 
Inside is that the former dancing partner is all set for a divorce. She 
thinks dancing is one of the better ways to forget. 

Story about that Yvette Laurent, French actress, is engaged to Pierre 
Benoit is the bunk. If to anybody, he is engaged to Marie Dubas, singer. 
Benoit is France’s best plot-author next to the late Bataille. His stories 
make good pictures, though most people only remember him because of 
a plagiarism suit with Sir Rider Haggard over which came first—Hag- 
gard’s “She” or Benoit’s “Atlanta,” 


“Well” All Wet as Play - 


“The Well of Loneliness” in English is already taking ’em on the chin. 

Piece about lady—homos, handled ever so considerately in reviews 
by Paris dailies, ran from 9:20 to 1 a. m. the first night and even author's 
plea for these inverts in her curtain speech means nothing to b. o. 

These queer people are called “strange” and “different” in the play 
but never slammed—which they should be. 

Book is faithfully followed, though it turns out now that the Kershaw 
acterine hadn’t author’s authority to dramatize it, and with the book 
banned in England any lawsuits to recover look like wasted dough. 

Only hopeful angle for royalties is through American copyright where 
pansy panegyric finally got by the cops. 

Cecil Hamiiton, Madeleine Woolcott and Peter Upcher played chief 
roles. Mile. Woolcott was in “Maya” last season and Upcher once had 
a bit in a Swanson picture. 

They might all just as well have been in a breadline for the difference 
the thing’ll make to their bankrolls, 


publishing biz on his own. Wells 
has already Ivred Joyce away from 
his former boss and will also pub- 
lish Arnold Bennett's stories over 
here. The Wells publications will 
appear under his own name. 


the making of “The Big Trail,” 
which will be published in book 
form and syndicated in national 
newspapers in connection with the 
run of the Fox picture. 

Walsh, director of the film, is 
sticking strictly to the picture 
angles and the psychology around it. 
Very little of the actual story is 
being mentioned by him. 


Real Names of Author 
Mary Graham Bonner, author of 
“The Magic Universe,” is Mrs. Eu- 
gene FE. Early! E. J. Rath, “Once 
Again,” are Mr. and Mrs. Chauncey 
Corey Brainerd. 


Cecil Lean’s Mag Series 

Cecil Lean (Lean and Mayfield) 
had his second short story, ‘The 
Devil’s Slide,” in “Collier’s’” last 
week. The first one, which ap- 
peared in the same weekly, was 
titled ‘“‘Allez-Oop.” Lean is now at 
work on a series of stories dealing 


“Life of Pola Negri” is due for 
publication serially or in book form 
shortly. Jenie Jacobs has the 
American rights to the autobiogra- 
phy with George T. Bye, literary 


with stage acrobats, 
Sayler’s Next 

Oliver Sayler will have a new 
book out in the fall, to be called 
“Revolt in the Arts.” It's a com- 
pilation of pieces written by Arthur 
Hopkins, Eva LeGallienne, Aifred 
Lunt, Lee Simonson and Heywood 
Broun, among others, 


James Wells on His Own 
James Wells is out of the Fountain 
Press, the organization which gets 
out the James Joyce books in this 
country, among other -fancy literary 
tidbits, and will go into the book 


agent, handling the financial details 
of publication, 


Pleasing Irish Comedy 


London, Sept. 23. 

“The Far Off Hills,” moving into 
the Criterion last night from the 
Everyman theatre where it had had 
a two-week tryout, proved a pleas- 
ing Irish comedy enacted by the 
Irish Players, 

Opening brought a personal tri- 
umph for Natalie Moya, a young 
newcomer here, The piece will en- 
joy a moderate run, but is too light 
and inconsequential for the States, 
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Voice Impersonations Over Air 


Have Many Angles in Voices 


Modern day personalities are more 
easy to impersonate over the air 
than the historical figures. Situa- 
tion has brought an unusual condi- 
tion in radio that may ultimately 
mean the knell for the historical 
sketch usually featured on ccnse- 
crated days and public anniversary 
celebrations, besides limiting the 
present plans of the radio people 
to dramatize education over the 
ether. 


Chains find it hard to get the 


right type voices for the air the-} 


atres. 

According to experts’ analyses, 
who is easy to impersonate by radio 
and who is not, simmers down to a 
basis of personal habit and upbring- 
ing. People known as “characteis” 
are generally easy to imitate by 
voice, while others are compara- 
tively difficult. This is for speax- 
ing voice only. Singing is different. 
Actual talent is needed there, 

Partial list of those easy to im- 
personate taken from an expert's 
list includes Al Smith, Calvin Cool- 
idge, Will Rogers, Paul Whiteman, 
Dwight Morrow, U. S. Senator Pat 
Harrison, Will Hays, Al Jolson, Ed- 
die Cantor, Commander Byrd, John 
Barrymore,’ Maude Adams, Col. 
Theodore Roosevelt, Babe Ruth and 
Rudy Vallee. 

On the hard list are such names 

(Contin-.ed on page 66) 


CHOP HOUSE 
QF EXCEPTIONAL MERIT 


156-8 WEST 48TH STREET 


w= East of Broadway 


NBC’S CHI PLANT 
OPENS BIG DRIVE 


Chicago, Sept. 23. 

Settled in its new $900,000 quar- 
ters atop the Merchandise Mart 
with snappy military pages and 
gracious girl hostesses, NBC has 
begun the carving of its initials into 
Chicago’s atmosphere. 

Launching what within the trade 
is expected to be an expansion pro- 
gram of staggering proportions that 
will ultimately place the Chicago 
division on a par with the New 
York headquarters, NBC w.il have 
as a starter approximately 11 major 
accounts formerly planned and 
broadcast in the east. These will 
be gradually moved to Chicago, with 
Empire State Builders due to switch 
late this month, 

WBC in Chicago will have every 
department of a general agency. 

Several bands are now rehears- 
ing locally. NBC in each case is 
taking practically unknown leaders 
like Jules K. Stein and Vic Young 
and planning to plug them into 
prominence via sustaining programs 
in the expectation of commercials 
to follow. 

NBC got a great getaway ir its 
Chicago expansion with the signing 
for five years of the Edgewater 
Beach Hotel, the best band spot in 
town. Phil Spitalny comes from 
New York late this month to take 
over this prize plum. Hugh Ernst, 
formerly of the New York office, 
now organizing the Chicago Artists’ 
Bureau, put the Edgewater deal 
through, 

Amos ’n’ Andy Private 

Six studios are included at pres- 
ent but a pent house arrangement 
of the layout makes possible an ul- 
timate increase to 18 studios. Of 
the present six all but one have 
either clients or public observa- 
tories, or both. Studio “C” has no 
obsérvatories. This is where Amos 
’n’ Andy, the most exclusive persons 
on the air, will continue to carry 
forward the adventures of the Fresh 
Air Taxi Co. 


Village a la Harlem 

Colored floor show staged by Lou 
Harris goes in at the Plantattfon, 
Greenwich Village, Sept. 29. 

Lineup includes Ruth Morgan, 
Emily Decatur, Mabel Washington, 
“Hotfeet” Lewis, Andy Carr, Bess 
Hamilton and 12 girls. 


LEADING ORCHESTRAS DIRECTORY 


| IRVING AARONSON | 


[THE BRICK TOPS | 


and HIS COMMANDERS 
Special Engagement 
GRANADA CAFE 
CHICAGO 


| PHIL FABELLO | 


and His 
R-K-O Entertainers 
Creators of the Fabello Policy 


R-K-O COLISEUM, New York 
indefinitely 


TAL HENRY | 


and His ORCHESTRA 
Victor Records 
Warner Bros.-Vitaphone Artists 


Exclusive Management 
Orchestra Corp. of America 
1650 Broadway. New York 


|JJESSE STAFFORD| 


and His ORCHESTRA 
Now in Second Year at 


PALACE HOTEL 
San Francisco 
(Brunswick Records) 
Featuring His and Gene Rose's 
“TONIGHT” 


PAUL WHITEMAN| 


Now at 


HOTEL CINTON 
CINCINNATI 


Personal Rep.: JAS. F. GILLESPIE 


(PARISIAN RED HEADS) 


America’s Greatest Girl Band 


En Route Transcontinental Dance Tour 
Permanent Address 
28 West North St., Indianapolis, Ind. 


AL LYNN | 


and His MUSIC MASTERS 
The orchestra with that railroad opening 


Famous Feltman’s, Coney Island 
Now 


RADIO AND RECORDS 


| GEORGE OLSEN 


AND HIS MUSIC 


GEORGE OLSEN CLUB 
CULVER CITY, CAL. 
VICTOR RECORDS 


ROLFE 
Radio’s Premier Conductor 


LUCKY STRIKE 


Dance Orchestra 
Thrice Weekly Over N. B. C. 


TRILBY IN AGAIN 


Trilby, who projected one of the 
best known pansy playgrounds in 
Greenwich Village, but folded two 


years ago, is back at her former 
stand on Greenwich avenue. 


Trilby has been in California 


since closing her Vijlage spot. 


10 Best Sellers 


Ten best sellers in sheet 
music for the week ending 
Sept. 20, listed by Plaza Music, 
were: 

“Little White Lies” (Donald- 
son, D. & G.) 

“Springtime in 
(Villa-Moret). 

“If | Could Be With You” 
(Remick). 

“Dancing With Tears In My 
Eyes” (Witmark). 

“Kiss Waltz” (Witmark). 

“Betty Co-Ed” (Carl 
Fischer). 

“| Still Get a Thrill” (Davis, 
Cc. & E.). 

“Confessin’ That i Love You” 
(Berlin). 

“So Beats My Heart for 
You” (DeSylva B. & H.). 

“Swingin’ in a Hammock” 
(Berlin). 


Hotel Ballroom 
Patrons in L. A. 
Want Hog-Calls 


Los Angeles, Sept. 23. 

With 700 hotels operating within 
the confines of this city of angels, 
only three can stir up enough cus- 
tomers to make dancing profitable. 
Trio are the Roosevelt, Biltmore and 
Ambassador. Of the total; 70 have 
ballrooms. 


Answer is that almost any hotel 
in L, A. is frequented by about the 
same class of people that frequent 
a hdtel in Asbury Park. A jazz 
band to them is like the other guy's 
gag to Arthur Caesar. 


Every now and then some ambi- 
tious hotel man decides to try the 
hoofing experiment in a new hotel. 
The answer is always the same. 
One week and it folds. At various 
times there have been a dozen ho- 
tels featuring the merry-merry but 
the windup invariably is the same. 
The smart mob, if any, can’t be 
weaned away from the three main- 
stays when there’s a bit of dancing 
to be done. Rest of the populace 
considers a hotel as a great spot to 
sit down in. Hotei lobbies here are 
built for bridge players, which 
might be part of the reason danc- 
ing doesn’t pay. 
Must Have Radio 

Being more or less of a winter 
resort, Los Angeles hotels still go 
after the family trade for the cold 
months. Most of this f. t. comes 
from the middle west. Visitors 
look around the hotel and if there 
isn’t a radio in the lobby, they de- 
cide it’s a bum joint and scram 
for another hostelry. Sitting in the 
hotel lobby listening to L. A.’s ether 
programs is like sitting in the living 
room in Council Bluffs without the 
snow. 

Next in importance to the radio 
is the close proximity of a cafeteria. 
The grab-a-sandwich places are 
spotted plenty close to the tourists’ 
hotels. Winter citizens eat most 
of their meals in these pick-your- 
poison spots. They’re the only 
things California gave to the nation 
outside of Hoover and prosperity. 

One hotel in the Westlake dis- 
trict caters to retired farmers. A 
dance every Friday night is a pip 
of an evening for all hands. Square 
dancing is the big moment of the 
evening and all the old dances fa- 
miliar to rural America are on tap. 
The thing has become quite an af- 
fair among the mid-westerners, only 
bad feature being that every now 
and then they have to toss out 
some young blade of 70 for suggest- 
ing a hog calling contest. 


IRV. COBB’S AUDITION 
FOR $2,000 AIR JOB 


Negotiations are on between NBC 
and Irvin Cobb. Assignment de- 
pends on audition by the humorist. 

Cobb's air show figure is reported 
set at $2,000 a performance. 


Rockies” 


Band Only at G. V. Inn 
Greenwich Village Inn, New York, 
reopened last week after having 
been destroyed by fire several 
months ago. 
Inn was thoroughly renovated in 


as sole entertainment 
floor shows out. 


rustic effect, with dance band now 
and former 


Radio Air Line 


By Mark Vance 


BUSTS OF COMPOSERS 
FOR LOUD SPEAKERS 


The Hague, Sept. 12. 

Among the novelties shown in the 
Radio section of the Netherlands 
Industries Fair at Utrecht were 
loud-speakers in the shape of busts 
of famous musicians, 
Like ordinary loud-speakers they 
have a wire attachment to connect 
with the receiving set and the music 
flows from the lips of the bust. It 
resembles bronze but is made of a 
mixture of cellulose and plaster, 
painted in bronze tint. 
This novelty is predicted a short 
life by the Dutch papers which 
compare it to some of the absurdi- 
ties in taste which were so much 
“en vogue” in Victorian days. 


WCCO Wants Power 


Minneapolis, Sept. 23. 

WCCO, local radio station affili- 
ated with the Columbia chain, has 
applied to the Federal commission 
for permission to operate on 50,000- 
watt power. The new channel, it is 
stated, would make the _ station 
available at all times during the 
day and night to listeners in west- 
ern Wisconsin, North and South 
Dakota, northern Iowa and Wiscon- 
sin, 

WCCO officials assert that a 50,- 
000-watt station would not blanket 
reception in Minneapolis or nearby 
communities. 


jes Lewis’ Own Club 


Joe Lewis, the Chicago cafe m. c., 
and Jack Fine, vaude and cafe agent 
and producer, also from Chi, have 
formed a partnership to reopen the 
Club Madrid, New York. They have 
taken the place over from the 
Schwartz brothers, with the latter 
reported retaining a minority in- 
terest. 

Lewis will head the floor show in 
his own club. Opening around 
Oct. 15. 


APEX 


(COAST) 
Los Angeles, Sept. 17. 
For long the sole semblance of a 
“hot” spot in Los Angeles, this 
Central avenue black-and-tan right 
now is a decidedly denatured propo- 
sition, ascribable only as a direct 
aftermath of the recent prohibition 
and reform hooey hereabouts. The 
so-called “Broadway and Dixie” 
hodge-podge currently on view re- 
minds of those polite reyues for- 
merly slapped together for the 
American Roof in New York. It’s 
neither Dixie nor Broadway, and 
nothing is more sad, from a show 
viewpoint, than a colored troupe 
emulating the whites. 


Here they do ballet stuff, ballads 
and the like, and that about tells 
everything. One takes in the Apex 
primarily for a taste of the hotsy- 
totsy and gets this sample of hy- 
brid Afro-Caucasianism. 

Curtis Mosby is still operator of 
this downtown IL. A. nite club, 
handling it properly for the visiting 
whites. Right over the box office 
is a sign notifying patrons that 
mixed dancing among the opposite 
races is prohibited. The box office 
is where one pays the 99c. admis- 
sion fee—i.e., the couvert charge. 
Standard ginger ale and water 
brands are $1 each. 

Only approach to the hotsy stuff 
is the confidential table warbling 
around a portable piano with the 
entire band walking with and back- 
ing up the two femme warblers, 
who gave out more spicy tid-bits 
at the tables of the “stake” money. 

The show otherwise is a conven- 
tional revue, with the usual Dixie 
mammy and standard number 
staging, proving altogether a list- 
less, uninteresting proposition. 

Mildred Washington is featured. 
There are two principal women. 
and difficult to decide which of the 
two is Mildred. 

Idea of how scared stiff every 
joint is around here is the Apex’'s 
refusal to serve mixing spoons on 
request with their ginger ale o: 
mineral waters. 


Baliyhooing miniature golf 
has bobbed up first sg New Jae 
sey stations. First to thus ama . 
the dialers was from WAAT when 
two minnies were given a plug ove 
in West New York. ! 

When a peewee golf outfit can 
spend money to seek biz by the air 
route it shows to what depths the 
commercials are sinking. 


Canadian Bands 
ore strange bands, to eas 
radio fans, are heard days — 
nights, with several of New York's 
hotels changing bands almost con. 
tinually. 

Canadian hotel orchestras now 
getting a break through New York 
tieups. 


Need Rehearsing 

Some of the best programs, espe. 
cially those supposed to be good and 
are occasionally, could make a 
whole lot better impression by re. 
hearsals, 

Seems natural for a stage or 
screen star stepping before the mike 
to think it’s the easiest thing in the 

(Continued on page 66) 


WILL OSBORNE 


Presents 


HIS SUPPER CLUB 


FEATURING 


MADELEINE 
NORTHWAY 


AND 


CHARLES SABIN 


159 W. 49th ST. 
NEW YORK 


Eleven o’Clock 
Friday Evening 
October Third 


Will Osborne and his boys 
will appear in person every 
evening thereafter, Sundays 
excepted, with Zito’s Orig- 
inal Royal Argentine Tango 
Orchestra. 

The Columbia System will 
broadcast Will Osbornes 
programs direct from the 
club three times weekly. 


es 
Broadway —— His 
Earl Carpenter 
Orchestra 
ual 
n of dance 
An organizatls making TERRACE: 
OAKLAND'S 
at Wiis “wor. with mother” 
a and Tell your 
“Go a Little 
ginging a Sond 


“Here Comes the Sus 


every Tuesday during 
VicToR 


MR. JESSE CRAWFORD 
ORGANIST 


m Yours’’"—‘‘Ah, Sweet Myst of Life’ 
WABC every Saturday from 10:30 to 11:00 P. M.; every ‘Sunday, from 8:45 te 9:00 P. M.: 


Paramount-Publix Hour 
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Disc Reviews 


By BOB 


Ted Fiorito 


(Victor 22521) “One More Waltz” 
and “Until We Meet Again, Sweet- 
neart” combines for a moderately 
melodious couplet, chiefly deriving 
its appeal from the flute-like motif 
of the Fiorito version of “Until.” 

The Southerners 

(Victor 22517) Under this non- 
committal billing an orchestra of 
meagre antecedents but nifty har- 
mony reaffirms “Shine On, Harvest 
Moon” as one of the greatest 
“Moon” songs ever written under 
an electric light by Tin Pan Alley. 

Another well remembered old- 
timer, “Memories,” reverses. A 
good disc ought to be good regard- 
Jess of the age of its numbers. This 
one can be plugged. If all the re- 
vivals in wax had as much justi- 
fication there wouldn’t be any com- 
plaints. 
Three Boswell Sisters 

(Okeh 41444) They have good 
ideas, these three, and they know 
how to carry them through. Notably 
in “My Future Just Passed,” the 
girls generate a richly ingratiating 
blend. “Heebie Jeebies,” less of a 
tune, is less of a success. 

Offhand it would seem the Bos- 
wells might develop into disc fa- 
vorites if consistent. 


Joe Moss 

(Brunswick 4870) Given a tune 
the Hotel Astor dance king brings 
forward lotsa rhythm. In “Looking 
for the Lovelight in the Dark” the 
basic melody is there and the Moss 
bunch proceed to give it that. 
There’s a swinging cadence and 
down-beat sock to the Moss play- 
ing that makes shuffling the feet 
imperative. 

“As Long as I Have You” means 
little, giving insufficient inherent 
qualities to the leader. Both num- 
bers are from “Top Speed.” 

Louisiana Rhythm Kings 

(Brunswick 4923) Most of the 
aggregations with hot billing and 
feverish tempo fail to carry their 
dance hall potency into the wax 
media. In any event the appeal of 
wah-wah is definitely restricted to 
certain class. 

Invariably as with “Lazy Daddy” 
and “There’s Egypt in Your Dreamy 
Eyes” the tunes assigned or chosen 
by the steaming sons of broken 
time amount to less than little as 
to melody. Besides which the 
groaning trumpets and their dcleful 
associates are ever more concerned 
with novelty than melody. 

They succeed admirably in 
achieving novelty. Their kind of 
novelty keeps them in a niche not 
very far up the musical mountain. 

Andy Kirk 

(Brunswick 4893) With unessen- 
tial changes the comment on the 
Louisiana Rhythm Kings fits Andy 
Kirk. Both groups are dedicated to 
the same ideal. 

Titles of this couplet. “Froggy 
Bottom”' and “Corky Stomp” speak 
for themselves. Any disc-buyer 
will know by the title if there’s so 
much as a flicker of interest. 

Ben Bernie 

(Brunswick 4869-4892) Recently 
of Hollywood and on the schedule 
for the reopened College Inn, Chi- 
cago, the maestro has two releases 
in the latest batch of Brunswicks. 
From “Follow Thru” the mediocre 
“It Must Be You” teams with the 
cotchy “Peach of a Pair.” Other 
disc combines “F’r Instance,” fair, 
and “Venetia,” nice. 

An integral, and a major, part of 
the Bernie band is the Bernie pres- 
ence, personality and wisecracks. 
Which is a left-handed way of sug- 
gesting that some of these Bernie 
recordings fall considerably below 
the prestige of the maestro. 

Analysis might suspect the or- 
chestrations, or again the lack of 
sock. Not fancy enough, like 
Whiteman or Lombardo, for straight 
listening, and not flaming enough 
for easy stepping. 

This heresy is promulgated with- 
out any data on the Bernie sales, 
whether good, bad or indifferent. 

Ipana Troubadours 

(Columbia 2271) Quite pretty, 
and well rendered, is “My Blue Bird 
Was Caught in the Rain.” 

Reverse is another “rain” ditty, 
not exactly all wet but slow and 
Without any distinction, “I Don’t 
Mind Walking in the Rain.” 

Ted Wallace 

(Columbia 2275) “Don’t Tell Her 
What Happened to Me” is the 
Wweight-carrier on this disc. It has 
& combination of pretty tune and 
800d lyrics. 

“Tomorrow Is Another Day” is a 
typical factory output from the 
Optimism department. 

Guy Lombardo 
(Columbia 2276) Probably the 
St version of “Go Home and Tell 

Your Mother” is included on this 
release, Lombardo often makes 
°gs sound like something; offered 
&@ genuine lilt the result as here is 
pip. 

i ‘I'm Doing That Thing,” revers- 
ng, sounds blah by comparison. 


FRIEND WITH K., P. & EB. 
Cliff Friend, who had been free 
Jancing, will align with Phil Korn- 
eiser, Dick Powers and Edgar 


poate in their new publishing ven 


LANDRY 


Horse Sense 


A band leader and booker of 
orchestras for society affairs 
has discovered a new way to 
gain the comradeship of debs 
and their mas. 

Every morning he goes horse- 
back riding in Central Park, 
where he jogs along with the 
elite and talks biz between 
jogs. 


WB’s Music Counters Are 
Doing All Right, With 
But Few Falling Down 


Only 2 comparatively negligible 
number of music counters of the 90 
operated through the country by 
Warner Bros. have been kayoed as 
economically undesirable. No ex- 
pansion of the counter idea is con- 
templated, however, Check-out of 
certain stores total about four and 
done by execs on tour and after in- 
spection of sites and possibilities. 
Mostly in isolated spots. 


Warners operate these counters 
in chain department stores covering 
about 85 cities and towns across the 
country, including the Metropolitan 
Stores in Canada, Others are the 
McRory, Remick, Newberry and 
McLellan, 


Official info is that considering 
conditions around country the music 
counter showings are satisfactory. 

Warner rental of counters in 
these stores except the Remick 
counters, owned outright, are on a 
concession basis. Stores get a roy- 
alty on sales. 


CHAINS HARD TO CRASH 
BY “OUTSIDE” SONGS 


Preference by circuits for songs 
from their own music subsidiaries 
in their own theatres is making it 
difficult for outside publishers to 
get a plug in the chain houses. 

There is no barrier for outside 
publishers, but all chain theatres 
and chain entertainers have re- 
ceived instructions to use wherever 
possible songs of its own publisher. 

Paramount has sent out orders to 
this effect. Loew has done the 
same for Robbins, as has Fox with 
Red Star. Warner publishers also 
get the preference in Warner the- 
atres. 

Organists, in the majority, use 
songs of the circuit's affiliated pub- 
lisher. 


Paramount Drops and 
Shuffles Music Boys 


Hollywood, Sept. 23. 
Paramount has bought up the 
contracts of Ballard MacDonald and 
Daisy Dreyer, songwriters, and 
Howard Jackson, novelty orches- 


trator. Contracts had six months 
to run. Jackson, though not under 
contract, will remain with the 
studio. 


Chauncey Brown, in charge of 
mechanical effects, and Joe Fin- 
ston, in charge of orchestra person- 
nel, will be transferred to Long 
Island. Finston will divide his 
time between the studio and the 
New York division of Publix. 

Ralph Rainger, Par composer, is 
on a leave of absence, going back 
on the payroll again Jan. 1. 


2 Chi Wks., $12,000 


Paul’ Whiteman, now the 
Sinton Hotel, Cincinnati, booked 
through M. C. A. for two weeks at 
the Granada Cafe, Chicago. White- 
man band is guaranteed $6,000 per 
week for the Chi date. 

Whiteman opens at the Granada 
Oct. 6. 


“Body and Soul” in Show 

Libby Holman will sing “Body 
and Soul,” moanful melody, in 
“Three’s a Crowd,” the newest Max 
Gordon production opening Oct. 17. 
Harms publishes the score. 

Number was written by Johnny 
Green, Ed Hayman and Bob Sour. 
jit has been sung in England. 


Whiteman Spurns WLW, 
Cincy Bands’ Delight 


Cincinnati, Sept. 23. 

Paui Whiteman and WLW failed 
to agree on salary, so the band is 
not broadcasting during White- 
man’s four weeks’ engagement here 
at the Sinton. 

It is understood the hotel is pay- 
ing Whiteman $30,000 for the period. 
According to report, Whiteman 
asked for a similar amount. from 
WLW. 

This turndown of a hook-up with 
the Crossley station is quite the 
opposite from the rule applying to 
bands playing Cincy hotels or cafes. 
Because of WLW’s wide ether 
spread, most visiting orchestras are 
eager for an opportunity to broad- 
cast over it without pay. 

Whiteman’s orchestra is playing 
luncheon, dinner and supper ses- 
sions at the Sinton during the week 
and doing special Sunday night 
concerts at $1 admission. 

Gibson hotel is offering “Sleepy” 
Hall’s band, and Castle Farm, sub- 
urban cafe, has temporarily sup- 
planted Henry Busse’s orchestra 
with Waring’s Pennsylvanians. 


VOCCO VICE KORNHEISER 


Another New Job for Radio Music 
Exec, Besides Two Others 


Rocco Vocco of Radio Music will 
be pro. mgr. of Feist’s, succeeding 
Phil Kornheiser, who resigned to 
start on his own company. 

Vocco is also general exploitation 
manager for all Radio Music sub- 
sidiaries, another new job for him, 
and remains assistant to the Radio 
Music president. 


Durium’s Court Suit 
To Gag Prof. Beans 


Newark, N. J., Sept. 23. 

Durium Products Corp. of New 
York has filed suit in Federal Court 
here against Hal T. Beans, chemist 
and professor in Columbia Uni- 
versity, seeking to restrain Prof. 
Beans from disclosing, selling, or 
transferring any confidential in- 
formation which he secured while 
in the employ of the Durium com- 
pany. 


Non-Unionist Stopped 


Ottawa, Can., Sept, 23. 

Labor trouble developed for the 
Canadian Government radio station 
at Ottawa, Station CNRO, when the 
local musicians union refused to 
permit Richard Keetbaas, non- 
unionist, to give a violin recital over 
the air. Keetbaas protested that he 
had a right to earn a living, but 
the union threatened to pull out the 
union orchestra at the studio. 

Secretary F. Muhlig, Musicians, 
said there were plenty of union men 
out of work to whom preference 
should be given by the Government 
studio. 


Here and There 


Fred Fradkin went in lLoew’s 
State, Jersey City, Sept. 20 as per- 
manent pit orchestra leader. 


Ernie Holst orchestra opens at 
the new Hotel Pierre, New York, 
Oct. 15. 

Enoch Light orchestra is current- 
ly at Richards restaurant, Tuck- 
ahoe, N. Y., class Westchester 
dine and dance spot. 


Don Bigelow’s band shifted from 
the Park Central, New York, to the 
Nixon hotel, Pittsburgh. 


Sleepy Hall’s band opens at the 
Chase Hotel, St. Louis, Sept. 27. 


Herb Gordon’s band returns to the 
Wardman Park hotel, Washington, 
next month. Now vacationing. 


Charles Strickland’s band opens 
for Loew’s at Yonkers Oct. 4. 


Silvers With Joison 
Hollywood, Sept. 23. 
Louis Silvers has gone to New 
York to direct the orchestra for Al 
Jolson at the Capitol. 
Jolson is paying Silvers his reg- 
ular studio salary of $1,600 weekly. 


Sam Lewis With G. & G. 

Sam Lewis, songwriter with 
Remicks for many years, has shift- 
ed to Green & Green. 

While at Remicks, 
teamed with Joe Young. 


Lewis was 


No Trills Wanted 


Chicago, Sept. 23. 

An frate citizeness writes 
into the Chicago “Tribune's” 
forum wanting some one to do 
something about organists in 
film theatres who put too many 
fancy trills into numbers. 

This makes it impossible or 
difficult to follow the melody, 
she alleges. 

Lady says not only is she 
annoyed at this fancy busi- 
ness, but all her friends are 
complaining that the pleasure 
of community singing is be- 
ing insidiously undermined by 
high-brow musical technique. 


Scrub Bands in Bad Way, 
Radio or Name Bands 
Shoving Scrubs Out 


Scrub bands are a greater drug 
on the market now than ever be- 
fore. It’s due to most of the chow- 
meineries which had been an out- 
let for those outfits tossing out the 
bands and carrying along with a 
radio hook-up for dance music. 

The Broadway chink joints have 
also tabooed the unknown combina- 
tions, installing name bands. They 
find the name combinations a draw 
and had to do it anyway to stand 
off competitors’ known combina- 
tions. 

With taxidance halls having prac- 
tically snuffed out the former semi- 
weekly dances in the smaller halls, 
which had provided some employ- 
ment for the scrubs, this avenue is 
out for them now. 

With these changes of conditions 
it is estimated that at least 5,000 
musicians have been thrown out of 
employment. They formerly had 
concentrated upon these spots for 
work. 


DISC SALES ARE 
DROPPING, “TIS SAID 


The “record of the week” sales 
campaign of 15c. discs, starting big, 
has slumped considerably during 


the past week. Last week’s release, > 


“Little White Lies,” is doing better 
than the two previous ones, but 
with still plenty of returns, which 
are a total loss. 

The 15c discs are fully return- 
able, with the stands nothing out 
for unsold discs, but even then the 
dealers are squawking. 

So far the weekly turnover of the 
15c discs has been around 550,000. 
Returns are estimated at almost 
half that number, with the send- 
backs discarded since back numbers 
are neither catalogued nor sold, 


Foyer Held Out $27 on 
Band—Declared “Unfair” 


Musicians’ Local No. 802, New 
York, has placed Bernie Foyer, band 
and orchestra agent, on its “unfair” 
list. 

Foyer’s name went up for failure 
to pay Al Jocker’s band $27. 

Four weeks ago the band played 
an engagement, booked by Foyer, 
for $100. He paid them all but $27, 
it was charged. 


Writers Held West 


Hollywood, Sept. 23. 

Songwriters at the Warner and 
First National studios were all 
packed with no place to go when 
a sudden order from New York ad- 
vised them to remain here until 
further notice. Previous orders 
were for the boys to report to New 
York and all were ready to blow 
east when the renege arrived. 

No reason was given for the sud- 
den switch. 

Among the writers who almost 
went east were Archie Gottler, 
Sammy Stept, Buddy Green, Roy 
Turk, Freddie Ahlert, Lew Pollock 
and Sidney Mitchell. 


Organist’s Home Trouble 


San Diego, Cal., Sept. 23. 

Jamie Erickson, organist, Fox 
California, recently was granted a 
divorce. 

Too many biil collectors after his 
wife’s shopping trips was his com- 
plaint. 

Married four years and have two 
children, 
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PAR MAY TURN 


COMPOSERS 
INTO 


Hollywood, Sept. 23. 

Plenty of gloom in Music-Row on 
the Paramount lot following the in- 
formal but otherwise serious talk at 
a luncheon by M. C. Levee to the 
Par staff songwriters. Levee was 
thoroughly sympathetic, which was 
what impressed the tunesmiths the 
most, when he said that by no 
stretch of imagination can he con- 
ceive Paramount producing any 
more musicals for the next six 
months at ieast, 


The few staff writers, arrangers, 
musical men, et al. who have been 
under term contracts are being let 
out or are having their contracts 
bought up. The more important 
have but two or three months more 
to go, so no overtures for a buy-up 
have been made. Feeling is that 
few will be renewed or extended, al- 
though there have been no definite 
indications or statements along 
these lines. 

Par meantime is planning on 
sending out some of its staff song- 
smiths who may be possessed of 
entertaining ability as m. c.’s with 
units and for personal appearances, 

Staff recording people like Sig- 
mund Krumgold have been kept on, 
but at a 20% cut. 

Nat W. Finston, head of the mu- 
sic division out here, has had the 
music men in almost daily huddle, 
outlining the wheres and whyfores 
of needed conservation. 


Meantime a ray of hope lies in 
the advance reports of Eddie Can- 
tor’s “Whoopee” which leads to be- 
lieve that the success of that, along 
with what healthy business Par’s 
own Four Marx Brothers’ “Animal 
Crackers” is doing, will balk the 
current trend to eliminate screen 
musicals. 


MUSIC GUILD’S CHARTER? 


Question of Singers Under Juris- 
diction of A. F. of L. 


Los Angeles, Sept. 23. 

Musical Arts Guild of America, 
organization attempting to unionize 
concert, radio and motion picture 
singers, held its second meeting 
here Monday night (22). 

A charter has not yet been 
granted by the American Federa- 
tion of Labor as that body has not 
determined whether singers come 
under the jurisdiction of Equity or 
the musicians’ union. The matter 
is now being handled in the east by 
William Green, president of the A, 
I’, of L., and Frank Morrison. 

Assembly at the second meeting 
were addressed by Charles Miller, 
Equity’s Hollywood representative, 
and C. C. Hynes, Central Labor 
Council secretary. 

Musical Arts Guild has about 300 
members already enrolled, 


3 Ipana Troubadours 
Iiurt in Auto Smash 


Amenia, N. Y., Sept. 23. 

Three members of the Ipana 
Troubadours, radio broadcasting 
orchestra, were injured in an auto 
collision while returning to New 
York from an engagement at Lake 
Amenia, Thomas Morton, the 
leader, suffered a fractured skull. 
Walter Beechman and Samuel 
Castin were painfully cut and 
bruised. About $5,000 worth of 
musical instruments were scattered 
along the highway, many being 
damaged, 

Isadore Moscowitz, driver of the 
car that collided with Morton's ma- 
chine, was arrested on a charge of 
reckless driving. 


Still Themes! 


Hollywood, Sept. 23. 
Ear! Burtnett has written a theme 
song, “Si, Si, Senor,” for the United 
Artists production, “The Dove.” 
Possibilities are that Burtnett’s 
Biltmore orchestra will be used to 
score the picture. 


De Luxe Is Aeolianed 


De Luxe Roll Company has been 
absorbed by Aeolian, with latter 
taking over its entire catalog. 

De Luxe made the De Luxe and 
Welte-Mignon rolis. 
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Bands and 
(Week of 


Orchestras 


Sept. 27) 


Permanent addresses of bands 
without charge. 


included. 


No charge is made for listing in this department. 


For reference guidance, initials represent: 
P—park, C—cafe, D H—dance hall, B—ballroom, R—restaurant. 


As far as possible, street addresses in iarge cities are also 


or orchestras will be published 


H—hotel, T—theatre, 


A 


Aaronson. Irving, Granada C., Chicago. 
Albin, Jack, Penn. 
Alsdort, U. J., 93 Liberty. St., Newburgh. 
Almare, Joe, New Bamboo Inn, Chicago. 
Amidon, A.. 912 E. 8th St., Flint, Mich. 
Anderson, Warren, 613 N. 47 St., Seattle 
Appel, Oscar, The Cathay, Baltimore. 
Armbruster, J. L., B. A. C., Buffalo. 
Arcadia ~ (C. Edgerton), 2004 

Addison St.. Phila. 

, Gus, Ambassador H.. L. A. 
P. O. Box 898, Cora) Gables, 


la. 
Atkins, A. P., 8614 6th Ave., Des Moines. 
Austin, 8., Davis 4 Country C., Tampa. 


Baird, Mayward, erystal T., Knoxville, 
Baldwin, P. Frontenac, Quebec. Can. 
Ballew, Smith, Lincoln Bldg., N. 
Bard, Jos., Golden Peasant R., Balto. 
Barnard, B., 830 W. Morrell 8t., Jackson, 
Mich. 
Barringer, Don, Calico Cat B., Miami. 
Bartlett, O., Book-Cadillac, Detroit. 
Barton, Herbert, 1658 B’way, N. Y. Cc. 
Barzley, Beonar, Montauk Point, Mon- 


tauk. L. 1. 


Basile, Joe. 65 No. 14th St., Newark, N. 8. 

Bastian, Walt., State T., Detroit. 

Bauer, F. J., 67 Ormond St., Rochester, 
Y 


Baum, Babe, 226 Rose St., Reading. Pa. 
Baxter, Phil, Steel Pier, Atlantic City, 
Bay State Acts (Al Relyea), 3 Mohawk 
t., Cohoes, N. Y. 

> Bob, Athens Club, Oakland, Cal. 
Beck, Marty, Rainbow Inn, N, Y¥. C. 
Beckley, T., 102 E. 8th St., Wilmington, 


Benlave, Sam, Capitol T.. Detroit. 
Berge, W. E., 67 Grand Ave., Englewood, 
J 


Ber t, Paul, Rice H., Houston, Tex. 
hereon: W. J., 5449 Penn Ave., Pittsburgh. 
Berger, Herb, Chase H., St. L. 

Bernie, Ben, 745 7th Ave., N. Y¥. C. 
Bestor Don, Schroeder H., Milwaukee. 
“igelov, Don, Nixon R., Phila. 


Bingham, T. W., 18 8S. Ryan 8t.. Buffalo. 

Bissette-Maclean, Marigold R.. Rochester. 

Bloom, Leon, Station WBBM, Wrigley 
Bidg., Chit. 

Blumenthal's Orch., Sovereign Hotel, Chi- 


eago. 
Bowley, Ray, 21 Beacon St., Hyde Park, 


ass. 
Boyle, Billy, Copley-Plaza H., Boston. 
Bradfield, Max, Fox T., Detroit. 
Brambilla, M., St. Francis T., San Fran- 
Bisco. 
Brandy’s Singing, Eagles B., Milwaukee. 
Breeskin, Daniel. Earle T., Washington. 
Brigode Ace, Danceland B, R., Cleve. 
B’way Collegians, Walled Lake B., De- 
troit. 
Broudy, Dave, Grant T., Pittsburgh. 
Brower, Jay, Fl Capitan T., San Fran- 


elsco. 
Brownagle, T., 822 Oth St., Harrisburg, 
a. 
Bryant, W. H., 1526 8. 6th &t., 
Haute, Ind. 


Buckeye Wonders, 645 Se. Main 
Akron, O. 

Buloswkies Calife., Eagle B.. Milwaukee. 
Bunchuk, Yasha, Capitol T., N. ¥. C. 

Burk, Milo, Brockton, Mass, 

Burke, Chick, Amesbury, Mass. 

Burtnett, Earl, Biltmore H., L. A. 
Burtson, Buddy, Richmond H., Richmond, 
Va. 

Butcher-Guth, Pines, Metuchen, N. J. 

Butler, Mei., Davenport, Spokane. 

Byers, Hale, Barney Gallant's, W. 
a., N. ¥. CG c 


Cairns, Danny. Orpheum T., Ll. A. 
Calloway Cab, Cotton Club, N. ¥. C. 
Caperoon, Fred, 401 B’way, Camden. N. 
Cappo, Joe, c-o M. C. A., 32 W. Randolph, 
Chl. 
Carberry, Duke, Walpole, Mass. 
Carpenter, Earl, Will Oakland's Terrace, 
& 


Terre 


8th 


Carter. F., Majestic, Long Beach, Cal. 
Casa Loma, Gen. Motors Bldg.. N. Y¥. C. 
Casale, M., 140 Pine St., Willlamspo 


Pa. 
Causer, Bob, Ithaca H., Ithaca, N. Y. 
Cavallaro, John, 20 Irving St., -New 
Haven. 
Cavato, Ets, Flotilla Club. Pittsburgh. 
Cervone, izzy, 602 Blackstone 
Pittsburgh. 
Chapman, Jack, Drake H., Chicago. 
Christie, H. J., 18631 N. Ormsby 
Louisville. 
Church, Ross, Buckeye Lake P., Buck- 
eye Lake, 0. 
Col. F., 252 W. Douglas St.. Reading, Pa. 
Coleman, Emil, Pateo C., N. Y¥. C. 
Collegian Serenaders, Far East R., Cleve. 
nd 


Condelori, A., Adelph!t H.. Philadelphia. 
Condullo, Joe, Jansen's Hofbrau, B'way 
52d St., N. Y. C. 
y, Ralph, 4119 Grand St., Whreel- 
ing, W. Va. 

Cowan, Lynn, Blvd. T., L. A. 

Coyle, L. H., 219 8S. 10th St., Easton, Pa. 
Craiz, Francis, Hermitage H., Nashville. 
Crescent Orch., Armory, Middietown, 

Y 


Ave., 


Crawford, “Buzz,” 2115 Pennsylvania 
Ave... N. W., Washington. 

Crawforé. Thomas L., Wichita, Kan. 

Cullen, B. EB., 814 m. St., South Bos- 


bon. 
Conrad H., 1088 Park Ave., N. Y. C, 
Cooley, Frits, Maple View, Pittsfield, 
Mass. 
Coon-Sanders, Dell’s, Morton Grove, IIL. 
Currie, Harry. vceelbach H., Loutaville. 
Cummings, Johnnie, 29 East Ave., Roch- 
ester, "N. 


D 
Dantsig, J., Putnam Ave., B’klyn. 
D’artri's Orch., 61 8&t., Norwich, 
Conn. 
Daugherty, Emory, Jardin Lido, Arling- 
ten H., Washington, D. C. 
Davidson, J. W., Norshore T., Chicage, 
Davis, C., Indiana T., Indianapolis. 
Davis, Doc, Drake H., Chicago. 
Davis, Eddie, 1674 Bway., N. Y. C. 
Davison, Walt, Mainstrest T.. K. C. 
Delbridge, Dei., Capitol T., Detroit. 
Del Poso, Senor, 1587 B’way, N. Y. C. 
DeLuca, J., 831 St. Marks Ave., Brook- 
lyn, N. Y. 
Denny, Jack, c-o M. C. A., Par Bidg.,- 
Deterich, Roy. Avalon T.. Chicago. 
Lowell, 1200 Jackson St., Spring- 
eld, Hil. 
Domino Orch., 22 4th St., Troy, N. Y¥. 
H., 230 Glenwood Ave., ©. 
range, N. J. 
Ba Max, c-o Natl. Bdcasting Co. S. F. 


Dougherty, Doc, AdeIpnia H., Phila. 
Dunn, Jack, Cinderella Roof B. R., L. A. 


Edmund, Gen, Alexandria H., L. A. 
hdwards, Gus C., Terrace Gardens, Chi 
Eisenbourg, Dok, Shepard - Colonial K., 
Boston. 

Klinor, Carle, Carthay Circle, L. A, 
Ellis, F., St. Francis H., 8. F. 
ae Duke, c-o Mills, 148 W. 46th 
Elmwood Band, 372 Van Nostrand Ave.. 
Jersey City. 

Eppel, 6736 N. 7th St., Piriladelphia. 
Erickson, Lou, Egyptian T., Holly wood. 
Essig, Abe, 1000 6St. Nicholas Ave., 


F 
Fay, Bernard, Fay‘s, Providence. 
Farrell, F., inn, 4 Sheridan Sq., N. Y. C. 
Feeney, J. M.. 226 EB. St.. Oakland, 
Fagan, Ray, Sagamore H., Rochester. 
Fallon, Owen, Wilson's D. H., L. A. 
Fabeilo, Phil, Coliseum T., N. > 
= Joe, 1068 E. 98th St., 
a 
Feyl, J. W., 878 River St.. Troy, N. Y. 
Fiorito, Ted, Hollywood R., N. Y¥. C. 
Fischer, Carl, Majestic D. H., Detroit. 
Fischer, C. L., 914 So. Westnedge 8t., 
Kalamazoo, Mich. 
Fisher, Mark. Varlety, Chicago. 


—- Don, 1419 Reed Ave., Kalamazoo, 


leveland. 


we A. M., 174 Beacon 8t.,. Portland, 


Foote, R., Stevens H., Chicago. 
Forbes, Lou, Denver T., Denver. 
Forman, Lou, Palace T., N 


Fosdick, Gene, c- CA. 
ne, c-o M, C. A., Par Bldg., 


Four Horsemen, Masonic Temple Bidg., 


Fradkin, Fred, State T., Jersey City. 
Milt, Grand Lake T., Oaklan4, 


Frasetto, Joe, Uptown C., W. 125th 


Freed, Carl, 29 8. Orange Ave., Newark. 
Freeman, Geo.; La Monica B. R., Santa 
Monica, Cal. 
Friary. George, Rockland, Mass. 
Friedman, Jerry, Abbey C., Hotel Hard- 
ing, N. C. 
Friedman, L. F., St. Louls T., St. Louis. 
Friese, J, F., Strand T., Stamford, Conn. 
Fuller, Earl. W.F.B.E., Cinn. 
Funda, Frank, 745 7th Ave., N. Y. CG. 
Funk, Larry, N. B. C., N. Y¥. C. 

G 


Chicago, 


Galvin, J. J., Pinza T., Worcester, Mass. 
Galilecchio, Jo, 6200 Sheridan Rd., Chi. 


Garber, Jan, c-o M, C. A., Paramount 
Bidg., N. Y. C. 

Gardner, C. C., 1527 N. 24th B8t., Lin- 
coln, Neb. 

Garrett, Jim, De Witt Clinton, H., 
Albany. 


Garrigan, Jimmy, V'!lla Lago, Chicago. 
Gasparre, Dick, Hotel Plaza. N. ¥. CG 
Gaul, Geo., Washington, D. C. 
Gegna, Misha, Forum Theatre, L. A. 
a Al, 117 8. N. J. Ave., Atlantic 
y. 
German. Ross. 800 8th Ave., N. CG 
Gerun, Tom, Congress H., Chi. 
Gill, Emerson, Valley 
Stream, L. I. 
Goff, Mark, Briggs ., Detroit. 
Goldberg, Geo., Celestial R., Bay Shore 
Park, Baltimore, Md. 
Goldkette, Jean, Book Tower, Detroit. 
Gongaies, 8. N., 310 éth &t., Santa 
Ana, Cal. 
Gordon, Herb, Wardman Pk. H., Wash- 
ington, D. C. 
Gorrell. Ray. care Goldkette. Detroit. 
Graham, Paul, Jenkinson Pav., Pt. Pleas- 
ant, N. J. 
Green, A. J., 840 West 684 St., L. A, 
Green, Jacques, Ritz Towers, N. Y. C. 
Green, Jimmy, c-o M, C. A., 82 W. Ran- 
dolph St., Chi. 
Greer, Billy, 1002 Main 8t., Davenport, 


Guanette, Lou, 16 St. Angele St., Quebec. 

Gurnick, Ed., 88 Reynolds Ave., Provi- 
dence. 

Gunsendorfer, W., Whitcomb H., 6. F. 

Gutterson, M., Valencia T., Baltimore. 


H 


Hall, Sleepy Gibson H., Cincinnatt. 
Hallett, Mal., Lawrence, Mass. 

Halstead, Henry, Cosmopolitan H., Den- 
ver. 

Hammond, Jean, Sky Room. Milwaukee. 
Hamp, Johnny, Roosevelt H., L. A. 
Hancock, Hogan, e-o M. C. A., Para- 
mount Bidg., N. Y. C. 

Hand. Armin, Piecadilly T.. Chicage. 
Harkness, Ed., 8065 Clay &t., & F. 
Haring, Bob, c-o Brunswick, B. C., 
799 Tth Ave., N. Y¥. C. 

Harmon, M., Club Mirador, Washingten. 
Harrison. J.. Rendezvous, Toronto. 
Hass, Alexander, 254 W. 70th St., 


Hatch, Nelson, Old Mill Tea Garden, 
Toronto, Can, 
Hayes, E4., Alhambra T., N. Y. C. 
Hays. Bill, Cathay Tea Garden, Phila. 
Heagland, Everett, e-o M. C. A., Chi, 
Heiberger. Emil, H.. Hartford, 
Heidt, Horace, c-o Variety, N. Y¥. 
Henderson. F.. 228 W. 139th St.. N.Y. C. 
Henke:, Ted, Capitol, T., Sydney, Aus. 
Henry. Tal, c-o Orch. Co. Amer., 1650 
B’ way, N. Y¥. C. 
Henshell, J., State-Lake H., Chicago. 
Herberveaux, J.. NBC, 180 N. Michigan 
Ave.. Chicago. 
Hillbioom, M., Stratford T., Chicago. 
Hirabak, A., 11283 Goettman Pitte- 
burgh, 
Hoagland, Everett, Le Perrott C., L. A. 
' Hobbs, Frank, St. Catherine H., Catalina 
s. 
Hoffman, L. G., 78 Ernat St., Buffalo. 
Hollowell, B., Strand D. H., Wilmington, 


Del. 
Hollywood Collegians, K. of GC. C., 
We. 


Holmes, Wright, Martinique H.. N. ¥. C. 
<s. Chas., Monmouth Beach C., 


Hueston, Billy, 1658 B' way, N. Y. C. 
Hyde. Alex., c-o Wm. Morris, 1560 B’way. 
| 

Illini Cornhuskers, Elke Country C., De- 
catur, Il 

Irving, B., Lyceum T., New Britain. 
onn. 
‘ Imperial Marimba, American House, Bos- 
on. 
at Ed, Vanity Fair B., Huntington. 

. Va. i 
Ipana Troubadours, WEAF, N. 


Iseminger, Bill, Hagerstown, Md. 
Tula, Felice, Rivoli T,, Baltimore. 


Pavillon Royal, 


N 


Dornberger, Chas., Jefferson H., St. 


Tula, Ruffino. Citv Park Bd.. Baltimore. 
Norvo, Red, 525 Fine Arts Bidg., Chi. 


J 
aaa Harry, Pign Whistie C., Holly- 


w 

Jazs, 13 Chestnut St., Glovers. 
ville, . 

Janis, Fred, Turkish Village C., Chicago 
Janover, A. L., 1255 Grant Ave., N. Y. C. 
Jedel, H., 475 Hawthorne Ave., Newark. 


Jehle, John, 75 Driggs Ave., Brooklyn, 
Jockers, Monro, Leighton’s C., L. A. 
Jehnson, Arnold, 156¢ Broadway, N. Y¥. C. 
Johnson, C., Small's Paradise, N. Y. C. 
Johnson, Merle, 155 W. 46th St., N. Y¥. C. 
Jonnson, Johnny, Chase H., St. Louis. 
Johnston, O. W., 48 Grove Ave., Ottawa 
Joliy Joyce’s Syn., 915-17 Walnut S8t., 
Philadelphia. 
Jordan, Art, 6241 Norwood St., Phila. 
Jorgensen, Ruth, 1235 Bheldon St., Jack- 
son, Mich. 
Joy, Jim, Coronado H., St. Louls. 


K 


Kahn, Herman, Capitol T., Newark, N. J. 
Kahn, Roger W., 1607 Bway, N. ¥. C. 
Kalls, H., Lido Venice C., Boston. 
Kamas, Al, Swanee B. R., Washington. 
Kaplan, F. J., Bamboo Inn, 8222 W 
Madison 8t., Chicago. 

Kassel, Art, Metropole C., Chi. 

Katz Kittens, Far East C., Cleveland, O. 
Katzman, Louls, c-o Brunswick, 799 7th 
Ave., N. Y¥. C. 

Kaufman, W., 28 N. 10th BSt., Lebanon, 
a 


Kay, Herbie, Trianon B., Chi. 

Kayser, Joe, Merry Gardens, Chicago. 
Ross E., 22 Gold Bt., Freeport, 
Kemmerer, Walt, Berke Trust Bidg., 
Reading, Pa. 


Wm. R., 4115 Sist st., Woodside, 


urg 
Kentner, H., Benj. Franklin H., Phila. 
Herman, Fox's Bway., Portland, 


re. 

Kerr, Chas., Golden Dragon, Phila. 
eae Serenaders, Gd, Riviera T., De- 
troit. 

King, Hermie, Oakland T., Oakland, Ca). 
King, Ted, 745 Tth Ave., c/o Taps. 
King, Wayne, Aragon B. R., Chicago. 
King’s Melody, 68 Mueller St., Bingham- 
ton, 

Klein, Fred, Kingsway H., Hot Springs, 


rk. 

Kline, M., 5456 Spruce St., Philadelphia. 
Kneisel, E., Biltmore H., Atlanta. 
Knuteon, Erling, President H., K. C. 
Kosloff,, Lou, Oriental T., Chicago. 
Walt, 347 Claremont Bldg.., 


Krueger, Art, Wisconsin H., Milwaukee. 


Krumhols, G. P., O. Box 404, New Bed- 
ford, Mass. L 


Lagasse, F., 618 Morrimae St., Lowell, 
ass. 

Laitsky, Ben, Majestic T. Bldg., L. A. 
Lane, Eddie, McAlpin H., N. Y¥. C. 
Lang, Henry, Baker H., Dallas. 

Lange, J. V., 27 Abbott St., Lowell, Mass. 
Lanin, H., 2000 W. Girard Ave., Phila. 
Lanin, Sam, WEAF, N. Y. C. 
Laughtner, Harris, St. Francie H., L. A. 
Lefkowits, Harry, Casley H., Scranton. 


a. 

Leonard, Harold, Windsor H., Montreal. 
Levin, Al, 478 Whalley Ave., New Haven. 

— Jack, Cinderella B., Long Beach 
al. 

Levituw, Bernara, Commodore H., N.Y.C. 
Lide Orch., Sulte 56, Loew Bidg., Wash- 

ington, D. C. 

“ Enoch, Richards R., Tuckahoe, 


gitar. M., c-o M. C. A., 32 W. Randolph 
Littau, Jos., Roxy T., N. Y. C. 
Lombardo, Guy, Roosevelt H., N. Y. C, 
Long, Dick, Curtis H., Minneapolis. 
Lcepez, Vincent, 1587 B’way, N. Y. C. 
Lowd, Howard G., Orkney Springs H., 
Orkney Springs, Va. 
Lowe. Burt, Statler H., Boston. 
Lown, Bert, Biltmore H., N. Y. C. 
Lowry, Ed., Ambassador T., St. L. 
Ludwig, C. ‘“Zaza,** 23 Clifford Ave., 
Manchester, N. H. 
~~ ee Abe, Knickerbocker H., Holly- 
wool, 
Lynn, Sammy, 2008- Wichita St.. Dallas. 
Lyons, Al, Fox T., Brooklyn, N. Y. 
wi 

Rex, Coliseum, st. Peters- 
urEg. 

Maitland, J., c-o M. C. A., 82 W. Ran- 
dolph St., Chi. 

Major, F. J., 8007 84 St., Ocean Park, 


al. 
R. B., 808 Elinor St., Knoxville. 
enn. 
Mann Bros., Venice B. R., Venice, Cal. 
Manthe, Al, 207 N. Francis, Madison, Wis. 
H., 846 Knight St., Reading. 


a. 
Marsh, Chas., Ft. Pitt H., Pittsburgh. 
Maslin, Sam, Seneca H., Rochester. 
Mason, Bobbie (Miss), New China R., 
Youngstown, Ohio. 
Masters, Frank, Tivoll T., Chicago. 
oe Eddie, 89 Crooke Ave., Brooklyn, 


McEnelly, KB J., 86 Sylvan 8t., Spring 
field, Masa. 


McGay, J., Detroit Country Club, Detroit 


McGowan, Loos, c-o R. W. Kahn, 1607 
Bway. N. Y. C. 

James, Chateau Laurier, Ot- 
awa. 


McVee, I. 8., 1221 EB. 834 Bt., L. A. 
Meeker, Bob, Wm. Penn H., Pittsburgh. 
Melia, Wm., 91 Edwin B8t., Ridgefield 
Park. N. J. 
Melson, Chas., Keith’s, White Plains, N.Y. 
Memphisonians, 92 8S. Main St., Memphis. 
Menge, M., El Patio B., L. A. 
Messenger, Al, Roseland, Taunton, Mass. 
Meroff, Ben, Granada T., Chicago. 
F., 926 Broadway, Brdoklyn, 
Meyer, Oscar, 4529 N. Camac 8&t., Phile- 
delpbia. 
Meyer, Vic., Butler H., Seattle. 
Meyers, Al, 6206 Girard Ave., Phila, 
Meyers, Louis, Horn’s D. H., A. 
Miller, J. Franz, Statler H., Detroit. 
Miller, Jack, Press Club, Montreal. 
Miller, N., 321 Williams 8t., Chelsea, 
Mass. 
Miller, Vic, Loew's State, Syracuse. 
1192 Middlesex B8t., Lewell. 
Mass. 
Mille, Floyd, 786 Fayette 68t., Cumber- 
land, Md. 
E4d., 1101 Prospect Ave., Scran- 


on, Pa. 
Mitchel, Al, Olympia T., New Haven. 
Moore, Pryor, Schaber’s C., La A. 
Moore, Tom, Cinderella B. R., Long 
Beach, Cal. 
Morey. Al, Worth T.,. Ft. Worth. 
Morgan, Joe, Palais D'Or, N. 
Morris, Glen, Silver Slipper, Baltimore. 
Mosby, Curtis, Apex C., L. 
V., 8137 10th Ave. 6., Minneap- 
olla. 
Murphy's Skippers, c-o Ore. Co. of Am., 
1650 Bway; N. Y. C. 
Musial, Fred. Oriental T., Detroft. 
sane H., Waikiki Beach, Honolulu, Ha- 
N 


Nashold, Dudley, Nashvld’s B. R., Seattle. 

Naylor, Oliver, Palais D’Or, Phila. 

Neff, Art, 6223 Spruce St., Philadelphia, 

Neibauer, Ed, Wilshore D. H., Chi, 

Nelson, Ozzie, Glen Island Casing, New 
Rochelle, N. Y¥. 

New Orleans Owls, H. Roosevelt, N. 0. 

Norvo, Red, 525 Fine Arts Bidg., Chit. 

Novak, Jr., Frank J. St. George H., 


B’klyn., N. ¥, 


pkennete, Larry, 801 Keenan Bldg., Pitte- | 


Octavet orc., 36 Duffiela wt., sSrooklyn. 


O'Hara, Ray, Gov. Clinton H., N. Y. C, 
O’ Hearn, ‘Trave, LeClair H., Moline, Lil. 
Olsen, George, Culver City, L. A. 
Oppenheim, W., Benj. Franklin H., Phila. 
Original Georgia 6, Danceiand, Jamaica, 


L. 

Origina!t Yellow Jackets, Summerland 
Beach, Buckeye Lake, O. 

Orlando, Nick, Piaza H.. N. Y¥. C, 
Osborne, Will, 159 W. 49th St., N. ¥. C. 
Owens, H.. Mayfair H., L. A. 

Owen, Dale, Flint, Mich, 


Pace, Georg. C., Roseville, 0. 
Paieman, Dan. Black Cat R., N. Y¥. C. 
Panico, LWouis, Canton Tea Gardens, Chi- 


cago. 
Parisian Red Heads, 28 W. North 8Bt., 
Indianapolis. 

Pasternack!. Bteve, Luigi's R., Detroit. 

Peabody, Eddie, Riverside, Cal. 

Pearl, Morey, 263 Hunting Ave., Boston 


Peck, Jack, 801 Keenan Bidg., Pittsburgh. 
Peerless Orch., Monmouth B8t., Newport, 


Ky. 

Perluss, Abe. Rose Room. Log Angeles. 
Perri, Don, Saenger T., New Orleans, La. 
B., Tivoli T., Michigan City, 
nd, 

repre Orch., 1348 Palmetto Ave., To- 


ledo. 
Philbrick’s Orch., Younker’s Dept. Store 
Des Moines, Ia. 
Phillips, Phil., Club Bagdad, Dallas. 
Piccino, A., 860 N. 8th St., Reading. Pa. 
Pierce, Chas., Pershing Palace, Chicago. 
~ Pipp’s Orch., Sullivan’s, Edmonton. Can. 
Pontrelli, Nick, Rose Room B. R., &. A. 
Prado, Fred, American House, Boston. 
Prince. G., King War Lo R., Detroit. 
Pullen, R. E., 1306 Sellers 6t., Frank- 
ford, Phila. Q 


Quam, Gene, Maryland H., Pasadena, Cal. 
R 


Randall, Slatz, Muelbach H., Chi. 
Randell, Art. Fontenelle H., Omata. 
Rapp, Barney, New Yorker H., N. Y¥. C. 
Rapee, Erno, Warner Bros., Hollywood. 
Rasmussen, F., 143 Graham Ayve., Council 
Bluffs, Ia. 
Rawden, Bill, Palace H., 8. F. 
Reisman, Leo, Central P. Casino, N. Y. 
Renard, Jacques, Coconut Grove, Boston. 
Reser, Harry, 148 W. 46th 8t., N. Y¥. C. 
Rnythm Roamers, care Chas. Mack, De- 


rojt. 

Ricci, Aldo, Ritz-Carlton H., N. Y¥. C. 
Rich, Fred, c-o C. B. &., N. ¥. C. 

mam, Larry, c-o, Publix, Par Bildg., 


Rickitts, J. C. Kosciusko, Miss. 

Rines, Joe, Elks H., Boston. 

Rittenbaud, J., U, Artists T., Detroit. 

Rizzo, Vincent, Sylvania H.. Phila. 

Penn, Commodore B., Lowell, 
ass. 

Roesner, Walt, Fox T., San Francisco. 

Rohde, Kari, Loew's Orpheum, Boston. 

Roky, Leon, Syracuse H., Syracuse. 

Rolfe, B. A., 111 W. 57th St., N. ¥. C. 

Romanelll, 1., King Edward H., Teromte 

Rose, Irv., Statler H., Bt. L. 

Rosenthal, Harry, Steinway Hall, N. ¥. C. 

Rothschild, Leo, 306 W. 14th St., N. C. 

Royal Novelty Six, 2333 N. 224 St.. Paile. 

Russell. B., King Cotton H., Greensboro. 

Russo, Dan. Beachview Gardens, Clricago. 


8 
Sabin, Paul, RKO’s 125th St. T., N. Y¥. C. 
Sands, P., 215 Ridgewood Ave., B'kiys. 
Schara, C. F., 624 Bway., Buffalo, N. ¥ 
Schill, J., Arcadia B. R., N. Y. C. 
Schmitt, Fred, Rialto T.. Denver. 
Schooler, Dave, Capitol T., N. ¥. C. 
Schubert, Ed., 24 Arthur 8t., Lawrenes 


Maas. 
U. J., $19 Court St., Fremont, 
o. 


L. W., 000 Dilbert Ave., Spring- 
eia, 
Frank, 284 President 


Seidenman, Sid, Mayflower H., Wash. 
Sellinger, Henry, Drake H., Chicago. 
Seivin, Ben, Columbia, 1819 B’ way. N. ¥. 
Setaro, A., Granada T., 8. F. 
Severi, Gino, Granada T.. 8. F. 
Sheffers, H. C., Wilbur's, Taunton, Mase. 
Shelton, Geo., Olympic H., Seattle. 
Sherman, Maurie, College Inn, Chi, 
Sidell, Curtiss, Marcell C., Altadena, 
Sitvermar, ©., Missouri T., St. Louis. 
Silvester, Johnny, Spanish B. R., Seattle. 
Simons Seymour, 1504 Bway, Detroit. 
Singer, Lou, Trianon B. R., Seattle. 
Singer, Sylvester, Bismarck H., Chi. 
Skrivenals, Jos., El Patio B. R., L. A. 
Fred, Lotus R., Washingtenr, 


Smith, LeR., Connie’s Inn, N. Y, C. 
Smith, Harl, Blossom Heath Inn, Detreit. 
on 5... 160 W. Buchtel Ave., Akren. 
hio. 
Souders. Jackie, Strand T.. Vancouver, 
Specht, Paul, 1585, Broadway, N. Y. C. 
Spielman, M., Moulin Rouge C.. B’klysa. 
Spitalny, Phil, Edgewater B. H., Chi, 
Spitainy, H. Leopold, Chicago T., Chi. 
Spitalny, M., Statler H., Cleveland. 
Springer, Leon, 134 Livingston St., Dklyn. 
St. Clair Jesters, Prince Edward H., 
Windsor, Canada. 
St. Louls Kings, 1883 BE. 95th St., B’kiyn. 
Stafford, H., 911 Sumner 8&t., Lincola, 


t 


N 


Neb. 

Stafford, Jesse, Palace H.. 8. F. 
anne Jack, Senator T., Sacramente, 
‘al. 

Stark, Ferdinand, Curran T.. 8. ¥. 
Stevens, Perley, 258 Huntington Ave., 
Boston. 


Stewart, Sammy, Arcadia B., N. Y. C. 
Stoll, Geo., Loew’s State T., L. A. 
Stokes, Harold, El Torres B., Kansas City. 
Straub, Herb, Buffalo Broadcasting Corp.. 
Buffalo. 
Btrissoff, Vanderbilt H.. N. Y. C. 
Bteele, Blue, Peabody H., Memphie. 
Straight, Chas., Frolics C., Chicago. 
Sutherland, Lee, Flor d'Italia C., 6. F. 
Sweet, Al, 29 Quincy Bt., Chicago. 
Bweeten, Claude. Golden Gate, 8S. FP. 
Sweeten, Owen, Sth Avenue T., Seattle. 


Taylor, Art, Nantucket Yacht C., Nan- 
tucket, Mass. 

Taylor, H., 1015 Chestnut 8t.. Phila. 
Teppas, J. J., 538 Glenwood Ave., Buffale. 
Thaviv, 1739 Straus Bldg., Chicage. 
Thies, Henry, Linton H., Cin. 

Thomas Howard, co M. C, A., 32 W. 
Randolph, Chicago. 

Tierney Five, Rittenhouse F., Phila, 
Tobin, John, Coffee Dan's, Chicago. 
Tremaine, Paul, Million $ Casiro, As- 
bury Park, N. J. i 

Turcotte, Geo.,, 00 Orange St., Manches- 
ter, N. H. 


Vv 
wun Rudy, Param-unt, T., Brooklyn, 


Van Cleef, Jimmy, 41 Paterson St., New 
Brunswick, N. J. 

Veo, Harold, McAlpin N. 

Van Steedes, Peter, White's R., N. Y. GC. 

Vorhees, Den, 325 W 45th N. ¥. C, 


Wadsworth, Wheeler, Terrace Gardena, 
Chicago. 


Watson, Monk, Grand-Riviera T., Detroit. 
ene Orc., Paramount H., N. 


Weeks. Anson, Mark Hopkins H., 8. F. 
Ted, Mt C A. Par Bidg., 


& 

Welk, Lawrence, c-o M, C. A., 32 W. 
Randolph St., Chi. 

Werner, Ed, T., Detroit. 

Wesley, Jos., 8317 F2th Ave., Milwaukee. 

Whidden, Ed, 126 Dikeman 8t., Brookiya. 

Whiteman, Paul, 1560 Bway., NM. ¥. C. 


willl 


Wilson, Billy, Du Pont H., W 
Wilson, Clare, Madison Gardena. 
Wilson, F., Marcell Country Club, 


dena. 
Winebrenner, W. Fred 
Hanover, 8., 267 erick St, 
ittstein, Eddie, New Hay : 
Wolshan, J., Patio B. 
Wunderlich, F., 1587 B. 19th St., Bilya, 
Wylie, Allister. Coronado st. 


Voice Over Air 


(Continued from page 64) 


as Supreme Court Justice Charleg 
Evans Hughes, U. S. Senator Wil- 
liam Borah, Gen. Pershing, Vaughan 
de Leath, Gov. Franklin D. Roose. 
velt, Mayor James J. Walker and 
Col. Lindbergh. 

On this angle, as illogical as it 
may seem, the experts claim it’s 
easier to impersonate actors cver 
the air than others. That's because 
actors have resonant voices, mostly 
through training. Same goes for 
certain public men and women. 
These are accustomed to public 
speaking, and when copied over the 
air present no difficulty. 

An exception is Mayor James 
Walker (N. Y. C.). Later is infoea 
as speaking with an easy style but 
possessing a certain resonance that 
makes his voice distinctive. In this 
respect he is like the late President 
‘Harding. Walker’s voice would be 
very apt for the stage, it is averred, 
Army Men Difficult 


» Army men are hard to imperson- 
ate vocally. One of the toughest is 
Gen. Pershing. Judge Hughes’ voice 
is hard because it is precise and 
cultural in enunciation, 

There is a distinction made by 
experts btween regular radio voices 
and so-called megaphone voices, 
Vallee has a typical radio voice. — 

In radio a voice travels to a point 
where it concentrates in the mike. 
Over a meg the voice is diffused or 
spread. Latter reason is why Vallee 
uses the megaphone in the theatre, 

This difficulty of getting the 
proper type of voice to imperson- 
ate historical figures was recently 
shown when one of the chains was 
angling for types to do the late 
Pres. Woodrow Wilson. 

No particularly definite descrip- 
tion could be given the type of 
voice required. Nearest is a bass 
that resounds like a high baritone, 
After nearly 12 auditions the ex- 
perts finally fell to shooting the 
stuff to the prospects by phono- 
graph. Records made by the late 
President were discovered and from 
these the prospects got an idea of 
how to impersonate the statesman. 
The records were speeches made 
during the World War. One man 
was finally chosen who had a bass 
voice but could spring it up to 
tremble like a high baritone, 


Radio Air Line 


(Continued from page 64) 


broadcast, but it’s nothing of the 
sort. 

A recent WGBS broadcast was 
shot to pieces through apparent lack 
of rehearsals, and some of the 
R-K-O programs gave plenty of 
proof that although the artists were 
seasoned stagers there were faults 
due only to lack of mike rehearsals. 
And while artists show need of 
rehearsal, some of the announcers 
need some necessary training, too. 
And some of them try to be funny 
with their song announcements, and 
they are as funny as a hospital. 


Electric on Time 
The most ambitious electrical 
transmission last Thursday night 
was WOR, with its Plymouth Salon 
Ensemble, motor car plug. One 
thing certain. It ran through on 
scheduled time and no stalls. 


Norman Brokenshire’s loose again. 
This time with the Van Heusen pe- 
riod on WABC. Spouts his usual 
kidding line and calls himself 
“Papa” Brokenshire. 


Henry Burbig, always second oF 
thir? figure. in Columbia broad- 
casts, doing his Hebe monologs, is 
now a program star. It’s styled 
Burbig’s Syncopated History. 


Plenty of Russian music, Seems 


to be getting thicker. 


Dull Nights 

With programs so-so on certain 
nights, no great reason why dialers 
should stay home. 

But even a series of sustaining 
programs filling spots where com- 
mercials “ain't” won't prove the big 
stop-gap. They will have to come 
stronger than that. 


WABC didn’t give Guy Lombardo 
on his return to the Hotel Rooseve 
much of a chance last Thursday 
night. About 10 minutes, and off he 
was switched, to permit the Tre- 
maine broadcast from Atlantic _ 
Lombardo’s time was choppe 
owing to the length of the Fidac 
dinner in Washington. 
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All Went Floppo 


Chicago, Sept. 23. 
With practi@ally all circuses in 


- winter quarters and carnivals try- 


ing to get r. r. fare home, it is 
generally conceded this season was 
one of the worst in history. Aver- 
age circus season, in the past, has 
been 20 to 25 weeks. This year most 
only got 10. 

There isn’t a@ carnival on record 
that has made money. Fairs also 


_ have fallen, with few exceptions, 


into the red this fall. 
Radio, pictures, good roads and 


’ transportation have killed this type 


of amusement. 

Early this year the circuses 
figured caged wild» animals would 
pull, but with every large town 
having a permanent zoo even this 


failed. 
Big Show Oke 
Only outfit to win any money was 
the Ringling-Barnum outfit. In the 
larger. spots biz for this show was 


- terrific, with the smaller towns fall- 


ing off badly. Early in the sea- 
son.a troupe of Ubangi savages 
were given all the billing. They 
proved the draw, with the rest of 
the program being merely inci- 
dental, 

Other five circuses, under John 
Ringling’s direction, Sells - Floto, 


John Robinson, Hagenbeck- Wallace, 
‘ Al. G. Barnes and Sparks are all 


said to have been heavy losers. 
During the short season extensive 
paring went on'‘in all departments, 
but even this failed to get the shows 
enough to pay expenses. Most had 


‘' to have money sent them from the 
home office. 


How much it cost to operate the 
five circuses this season will prob- 
ably never be known, but figuring 
the nut on the Sells-Fioto at $7,000 
a day, which is conservative and the 
biz falling under $3,000 in most 
towns, it can readily be seen that 
plenty went to keep the show out. 
It ends its season Sept. 29. 

Few major carnivais left on the 
road have kept out because the own- 
ers had bankrolls, or were able to 
borrow money. At one time in the 
season the Rubin Cherry shows 
were $50,000 in debt. Johnny’ L. 
Jones, is also reported to be badly 
off. 

Nights ‘Helped 

Only salvation for fairs this sea- 
s0n was the night business. Many 
visitors, most of whom came to see 


‘the vaude shows’ before the grand 


stand, Old style amusements, such 
as displays of fatted hogs, carnival 
midways and stufred whales failed 
to even get lot rent. Night racing, 
baseball and other night sports 
drew, but the days, which use to be 
heavy on attendance, slumped off 
badly. 

Many of the major fairs have 
anywhere from $100,000 to $300,000 
tied up in grounds and buildings. 
They are now wondering what they 
can do with them, as many won't 
operate in 1931. 


Redeo Rider Attaches 


Richmond, Va., Sept. 23. 

Claiming $5,000 for damages, due 
to injuries, Clarence Montrose, for- 
mer wild steer rider for the Barnes- 
Carruthers Rodeo, procured an at- 
tachment against the properties in 
Richmond, Sept. 16. 

Montrose told the judge here ‘that 
the rodeo was responsible for his 
injuries, sustained Sept. 11 at the 
Virginia State Fair. 


Ringling Wind Up 
Chicago, Sept. 23. 

Monday, Oct. 13, ‘has’ been ‘set as 
the closing date of the Ringling, 
Barntim & Bailey circus. No town 
has been selected yet for the last 
performance, with New Orleans and 
Tampa, Fla., at the two present 
Picks, 

Show will winter again at Sara- 
sota, Fla. Its closing puts all six 
Ringling controlled outfits in the 


. barn. 


Finney With Turner 


Chicago, Sept. 23. 
C. W. Finney, former g. a. for 
the American Circus Corp. and the 
“101 Ranch,” is now with Terry 
Turner, managing the Gibbs twins. 
Frank Braden, after the close of 
the Ringling Barnum circus, Oct. 13, 
will again be ahead of the sisters. 


P. N. Branson, g. a. of the Rob- 
bins Cireus, is in Los Angeles rout- 


ing his trick, May remain out all 
Winter, 


Cacuses, Carnivals and Fairs 


This Season 


a 


That Coast Tremble 
Was Simply Collapse 
Of Outdoor Season 


Los Angeles Sept. 23. 

Local outdoor season closed with 
a dull thud. Boys who were operat- 
ing at the resorts are still trying to 
total how much they’re out on the 
season. 

Venice, Ocean Park, Santa Monica 
and Long Beach; all with pleasure 
piers, are the main spots for the 
midway crowd. Long Beach gets 
little of its patronage from Los An- 
geles, depending mostly on sur- 
rounding communities and sailors. 
As far as the fleet boys are con- 
cerned times have been oke, but 
among the other people, who depend 
mostly on oil production to get their 
teeth working, things have been 
tougher than local steaks. 

At the other resorts it has been 
from hunger since the opening of 
the season. A great number of con- 
cessionaires pulled stakes after July 
4. Things had been bad up to the 
holiday, and when they saw little 
chance of getting a profit after that 
they folded. Those who hung on 
wish they had called quits on the 
national natal day. . 

While .the season has been off, a 
great deal of the loss of patronage 
is blamed on the operators them- 
selves, who seem to have the idea 
that it’s the bunk to give the public 
anything new. On three of the piers 
the line-up of shows has remained 
unchanged for the past five. years. 
A new coat of paint and the season 
is on, 

The one pier which did fair busi- 
ness is Ocean Park. Entire amuse- 
ment line-up has been built in the 
past four years and each season new 
attractions have been added. Inci- 
dentally, it’s the only pier without 
two or three dance halls. Hoofers 
haven’t a@ chance here, with the 
park’s one dance hall running a 
marathon hop all summer. 

This is the first year the piers 
have been operating without grift. 
Local merchants at eaeh of the 
towns went after the pier store gang 
and made them hand out merchan- 
dise. Merchants claimed the grift 
angle was bad for the town, and 
that operating on the square helped 
business: generally. 


RITZY 


(Continued from Page 55) 
under the management of Alex Mc- 
Kaig. 

Richard, who of late has become 
known merely as “the father of 
Constance Bennett,” to say nothing 
of Joan and Barbara, was born in 
Deacons Mills, Ind., and educated 
in Logansport and Kokomo, first 
acting in Chicago in 1891, and in 
New York that same year at Niblo’s 
Garden, 

Divorced by Adrienne Morrison 
(daughter of the late Lewis Morri- 
son; drama star), he married Aimee 
Raisch, who had divorced Harry C. 
Hastings of San Francisco. 

Adrienne Morrison later married 
Eric Pinker, an agent. Joam Ben- 
nett divorced John Martin Fox, 
who then married Polly Perkins. 
3arbara Bennett married Morton 
Downey. Constance Bennett di- 
vorced Chester H. Moorehead of 
Chicago and Philip Plant New York 
millionaire playboy. 


Screen Ousts Zoo 


Rochester, Sept, 23. 

Talk here of discontinuing city 
zoo. Once considered important edu- 
cationally for children, it has been 
neglected of late and now suggested 
that screen give children much bet- 
ter idea of wild animals in their 
natural haunts than a few dejected 
specimens in cages. 

Board of Education, tearing down 
present zoo for addition to school 
building, has ousted the animals to 
temporary quarters with future in 
doubt. 


CANVAS BOSS KILLED 
Galveston, Sept. 23. 

Casper Jensen, 55, boss canvas- 
man for many years with Al G. 
Barnes Circus, died at McAllen, 
Texas, Sunday. 

He was injured Saturday. night 
when the circus cénter pole fell on 
him, 


GEO. MOYER’S COURAGE 


Directs Company From 
Wheel Chair 


Invalid’s 


Chicago, Sept. 23. 

After nearly eight years spent in 
a wheel chair, George Moyer, for- 
mer chief g. a. for the American 
Circus Corp., is staging one of the 
outdoor field’s most remarkable 
comebacks in becoming western di- 
rector for the Pacific Whaling Co. 

Still unable to move because of 
paralysis, Mcyer is directing the 
company. 

During Moyer’s early career, and 
before he was stricken, he was the 
man who got Mugivan to purchase 
his five circuses. So highly did 
Mugivan regard Moyer that when 
he became ill he pensioned him, as 
well as spending thousands trying 
to find a cure. 

Mr. Moyer still receives $2,000 
yearly from the estate of the late 
Jerry Mugivan and will continue to 
do so during his life, 


MIX BUYS “101,” 
HEADS FOR 
1931 TOUR 


Chicago, Sept. 23. 

Tom Mix, upon the closing of the 
Sells-Floto circus Sept. 29 at Nash- 
ville, Tenn., will purchase and put 
out in 1931 the Miller Bros, “i01 
Ranch,” now at Ponca City, Okla. 
The new title will be the “Tom Mix 
101 Ranch.” Secret negotiations, 
which have been under way for 
some time, are about eomplete. 

Mix’s contract with John Ringling 
expires at the end of this present 
month. The contract allows Ring- 
ling to renew again, if he so desires. 
It is understood, however, that Mix’s 
high salary, $7,000 weekly, and the 
continued bad biz of the Floto out- 
fit, will preclude any chance of this. 

Mix originally signed for $10,000 
weekly with Jerry Mugivan but this 
figure was chopped when Ringling 
bought the show. 

Death Delay 

Death of Fred Warrel, who was 
handling the purchase of the “101” 
for Mix, may have a serious effect 
on the deal, as Mix placed great 
faith in Warrel, with the latter han- 
dling all Mix’s money and personal 
business. Warrel, had he _ lived, 
would have been general manager 
of the “Tom Mix 101 Ranch.” Who 
will handle this end for Mix now is 
not known. 

A few years ago Buck Jones, a 
picture cowboy, tried a tented out- 
fit that ended in disaster. Mix, how- 
ever, knows plenty of capable cir- 
cus men, and with these in charge 
it is figured he can make a success 
of the undertaking. 


Arrests Made in Murder 
Of C. R. English, Barker 


Louisville, Sept. 23. 

Two Negroes have been arrested 
and charged with the murder of 
Cc. R. English, 33, barker for the 
California Whale Exhibit of the 
Rubin and Cherry Shows. He was 
killed during a free for all which 
resulted when he ordered a group of 
Negroes to leave the branches of a 
tree near the exhibit. 

One of the accused men has ad- 
mitted that he was fighting with 
English when the other struck him 
from behind with a wagon tongue. 
English had been with the troupe 
only two weeks, having joined at 
Indianapolis, and was playing here 
the week of Sept. 8, at the annual 
Kentucky State Fair. 


Sparks Finish 


Chicago, Sept. 23. 

Sparks circus closed yesterday 
(22) at Miami. Outfit instead of 
wintering at Macon, Ga., as has 
been the custom, was shipped to 
Sarasota where the elephants will 
eat winter hay along with those of 
the Ringling Barnum outfit. 

On the 20th and 2ist the outfit 
played Jacksonville, with biz re- 
ported as just fair. 


Naylor Concentrating 
Chicago, Sept. 23. 

Robert Hickey, p. a, of the John 
Robinson, has taken W. B. Nay- 
lor’s berth on the Sells-Floto cir- 
cus, 

Naylor resigned the press job on 
the S-F outfit, which he has headed 
for some years, to devote all his 


jtime to the Pond Bureau. 


Better Care of Circus Patrons 


As Remedy 


FINDING NEW TOWNS 
KEEPS ROBBINS OUT 


Chicago, Sept. 23. 

Robbins Bros. circus, only inde- 
pendent outfit on the road today, 
has added a couple of acts from the 
John Robinson circus and Bertha 
“Slats” Beeson from the H-W trick 
to its program. 

Outfit which was given a terrific 
battle by the Ringling-owned cur- 
cuses early in the season and which 
almost forced it to close, will now 
probably remain out longer than any 
other show. At present playing 
through New Mexico on its way to 
the Pacific Coast. 

Show, while not making any great 
amount of money, is getting the nut 
and is the one glaring example in 
the outdoor field this year, it being 
the only one to keep going. Success 
is said to be due to its owner, Fred 
Buchanan, taking the show in very 
small and hard-to-find towns, 


Show Lot at Akron 


Akron, O., Sept. 23. 

The show grounds of the future in 
Akron—the spot where circuses and 
other attractions of that character 
will be staged—is to be a corner of 
the municipal airport, where there 
will be eight acres available and 
where the Baltimore and Ohio rail- 
road has adequate track facilities. 

Within five years B. M. Fulton, 
airport manager, estimated the site 
at the airport will net the city $5,- 
000 a year in rentals. Railroad of- 
ficials have agreed to provide what 
rail facilities are necessary at the 
airport for circus accommodation. 

There is no adequate site in Ak- 
ron or nearby where it is possible 
to stage a circus or other big out- 
door attractions. 

The lot at S. Main and Wilbeth 
road used for the past several years 
by Ringling and other shows has 
been leased for golf practice range 
and a miniature golf course and is 
no longer available. 


Crafts Greater Shows 


Los Angeles, Sept. 20. 

Starting out five years ago with a 
merry-go-round, Orville Craft has 
built his outfit. up to recognizance 
as the coast’s best carney. Show 
travels on 18 five-ton Mack trucks, 
each with a trailer of the same ca- 
pacity. It never leaves California 
and plays all the year round, with 
exception of a four weeks’ lay-off to 
go over the equipment, Graft makes 
his headquarters in Hollywood, 

As seen at the Los Angeles county 
fair, this carney was a revelation in 
system and elass. All employees 
are uniformed in white hats and 
coats, Boys don’t get a chance to 
dirty up, as Craft is on the midway 


all day looking for beards that 
missed the razor. Trucks and trail- 
ers are washed as soon as the show 
is spotted, and the equipment looks 


as if it just left the paint shop. No 
rain and good roads help, but the 
fronts and banners likewise are ex- 


ceptionally tidy. 
Craft carries four  rides—Eli 
Wheel, Lindy Loop, Carrousel and 


Whip. Lindy Loop is the best money 
getter. <All rides are a dime, The 
10 shows also sell for 10 cents, ex- 
cept of the prison exhibit and the 
10-in-One, which gets two bits. 
Prison exhibit consists of gallows, 
electric chair, torture chambers and 


other gags to scare natives, It has 
been cleaning up, probably due to 
the number of prison pictures 


around lately. 

About 50 stores and all on the 
square. Craft won't stand for any 
grifters with his carney, and claims 
that since he has been running clean 
he has doubled his profit. 

Show has had a profitable season, 
with business less than 15% off. 
Fair season isn’t looked forward to 
as a money getter, with most of the 
local fairs going for night racing 
and killing the midway trade, 


Air Circus in Red 


Sioux Falls, S. D., Sept. 23. 

The second annual Sioux Falls 
Airfair flop was registered this 
month when reperts showed the fall 
air celebration to be more than $2,- 
000 in the red. Attendance this year 
dropped to 25,000 from between 
50,000 and 60,000 in 1929. Receipts 
in ’30 were $15,000 as against $16,000 
last year. Expenses in 1929 were 
$26,000 as against $15,000 this year. 

Event is sponsored by local 
chamber of commerce, underwritten 
by local business men. 


for Slumps Like “0 


Galveston, Sept. 23. 

Four reasons for the decline of the 
circus business are cited by Fletcher 
Smith, veteran circus publicity man. 
They are: 

Liquor. 

Good roads, 

The radio. 

Talking pictures, 

With the circus business now 
passing through the tail end of the 
worst of all seasons, Smith's re- 
flections take on interest. Smith 
traveled with the Christy Bros. 
show which started out on April 1 
this year and closed on July 7 at 
Greeley, Colo. 

“There is no use trying to dis- 
guise the fact that this has been 
the poorest season for circuses in 
the history of the business,” he de- 
clares. “In conversation with one of 
the general agents of the Ringling 
shows, I was told that not one of 
the shows owned by John Ringling 
had done a paying business. The 
Ringling-B. B. show has made a 
profit of 25% this year. In: other 
years, it is claimed, same show 
turned in from 200 to 300% profit.” 

Better Programs 

While the circus, in Smith’s 
opinion, will always remain one of 
the big outdoor American amuse- 
ment enterprises, radical changes in 
programs and treatment of patrons 
will be required, he declares. Pro- 
grams will have to be improved by 
addition of novelties and variety, 


and more consideration given come . 


fort of patrons. 

In discussing the four main evils, 
Smith said: 

Good roads have put smaller 
circuses out of business by en- 
abling people to patronize the big 
shows at larger cities. 

People are so busy keeping up the 
installments on their radios, they 
haven't money left to buy circus 
tickets. 

Talking pictures, with their vaude- 
ville features and scenic effects, 
have lessened interest in circus 
spectacles, 

While medium-sized circuses may 
be going out, small shows, trans- 
ported in trucks, are increasing, at 
least in Texas, due to improved 
roads. The largest of these in 
Texas, Russel! Bros., wintering at 
Mt. Pleasant, which boasts one ele- 
phant, is just finishing up a good 
season extending from the Gulf to 
the Canadian border. 


Carnivals 


(For current week, September 22-27, 
when not otherwise indicated.) 

Alamo, No. 2, Lagrange, Tex. 

Artdick, New Rochelle, N. ¥,. 

Barlow's, Oklena, Miss, 

Beckman & Gerety, Amarillo, Tex. 

Bee, Dickson, Tenn. 

Bernardi, Mebane, N. C. 

Bortz, Knobnoster, Mo. 

Boyd & Sullivan, < ating weet. 
Bruce, North Wilkesboro, N, C 

Brund: age, Oshkosh, Wis. 

Bunts, Spruce Pine. 

Cetlin & Wilson, Bedford, Va, 

Clark, Chowchilla, Cal.; Fresno, 1-5. 

Coe Bros., Lagrange, G a 
Coleman, Bros., Rox he ster, N. Y. 
Conklin & Garrett, Penticton, 
Princeton, 20-1. 

Crafts, Riverside, Cal. 
Dailey Bros., Oxford, Miss, 
Dixie Expo., Alamo, Tenn,; 
Ark., 29-4. 

Endy, Doylestown, Pa. 
Fleming, Brownsville, Tenn. 
Gibbs, Nowata, Okla. 
Glick, Bloomsburg, Pa. 


B. C4 


Hot Springs, 


Gray, Reyal, Nixon, Tex, 

Hames, Mabank, Tex. 

Hensen, Macon, Miss. 

Hilderbrand’s United, Burns, Ore. 

Hill, Decatur, Ala. 

Jones, Memphis, Tenn, 

Joyland Expo., Jerome, Tdaho, 

Ketchum’ gs, Lex! ngton, N. C. 

Keystone Attr., Lamartine, Pa 

Krause Greater, Rutherdton, N. a 

La Mance, Hohenwald, Tenn, 

Lee Ellijay, Ga. 

Leggette, Hope, Ark. 

Loos, Athens, Tex. 

Melville-Riess, Lynchburg, Va. 
La. 


Miller, Plaquemine, 

Naill, Roxton, Tex. 

Page, Lyons, Ga. 
Pearson, Portageville, Mo, 


Rice Bros., Paris., Tenn, 

Rice-Dorman, Commerce, Tex. 

Rogers Bros., Blue Rapids, Kan, 

Rubin & Cherry Model, Rocky Mount, 
N.C 


Rubin & Cherry, Springfield, Mo. 
Savidge, Wahoo, Neb. 

Shive & Christ, Decatur, Miss. 

Sol’s Liberty, Clinton, Ill. 

Strayer, Beloit, Wis.; De Kalb, IL, 20-4 
Tidwell, Wapark, Tex. 

Vernon Bros., Fayetteville, Ark. 

Wade, Warsaw, Ind.; Lagrange, 29-4, 
Williams, Italy, Tex. 

Wortham’s, Amarillo, Tex. on 


Circuses 
Ringling-Barnum 
Sept. 24, Waco, Tex.; 25, Austin; 26, San 
Antonio; 27-28, Houston, Tex, 
Sells-Floto 
Sept. 24, Rome, Ga.; 25, Gadsden, Ala.; 
26, Chattanooga, Tenn.; 27, Knoxville; 29, 
Nashville, Tenn. (close). 
. Barnes 
Sept. 23, Victoria, Tex.; 24, Yoakum; 25, 
Fagle Lake; 26, Lockhart; 27, Del Rio, 
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sions of Rudy Vallee and Ted Lewis, | Marian Reade, Helen Metten, Mr.| Us Be Gay.” National Players in 


CHICAGO 


Variety’s Chicago Office 


WOODS THEATRE BUILDING—CENTRAL 0644-4401 


Englewood 


These 10 acts were an ordeal, al- 
though in the later stretches of what 
seemed an eternity of dreary small 
time there were standouts of real 
merit, notably Lane and Harper 
and Mike Ames. 

It is, fortunately, seldom that so 
many underprepared or poorly exe- 
cuted turns are marshaled on one 
bill. There were moments on this 
bill that would have disgraced a 
home-talent revue in the East Au- 
rora high school. 

Opener was Kerns and Wallet, 
mixed acrobatic couple, in “two.” 
They contriye to generate a little 
excitement, although the perpetual 
fidgeting of the woman, who is 
forever leaping into the air in what 
is probably supposed to be sheer 
exuberance, gets to be a distraction. 

Three men answer to the initials 
B. B. L. It is possible to say nice 
things about their voices, but their 
routine and comedy ideas strain the 
capacity of ordinary adjectives in- 
dicative of badness. After witness- 
ing their performance the evidence 
of any humorous talents is nil. They 
stall endlessly and mugg with dev- 
astating ponderousness. They im- 
press as a vocal group that has im- 
bibed the idea that you must do 
comedy at any cost. A return to 
straight harmony seems a logical 
corrective. 

Framed similarly to Walter Wal- 
ters, the ventriloquial turn of Ray- 
mond and Arens has the man work- 
ing a boy dummy and the woman 
working a girl dummy. Background 
is a ship covered with a stage car- 


pet, which, incidentally, having once | 


been laid, remains the full-stage 
equipment throughout the bill, re- 
gardless of what the act is. 

Lots of work ‘s needed to whip 
this voice-throwing turn into the 


, requisite smoothness beyond which 


lies the hepe of. real professional 
progress. Silk, satin or other lus- 
trous fabrics are suggested for the 
woman, who presently dresses en- 
tirely too somberly. 

Lowry Sisters and Misters, locally 
produced song and dance revue, in- 
cluding three boys and two girls. 
It is fair, hardly more. Remained 
for South and Jacobs, fifth, to stop 
the show with their final number, a 
railroad folk Song. It was entirely 
unexpected, as up to that point the 
boys were just getting by, having 
revealed some talent but little ma- 
terial. 

Mike Ames, female impersonator, 
was in easy command of the situa- 
tion throughout, bringing the night’s 
first touch of class. Mike has been 
a great favorite around the middle 
west for the last five years since 
graduating from the U of Michigan, 
where he played football. He has a 
flock of nifty gowns. 

Gaston and Gregory (New Acts) 


When in Chicago 
Visit These Hits 


PLAYHOUSE sat. 


Thrilling, Laughing, Mystery Hit! 


HOUSE FEAR 


with CECIL SPOONER 
and Same Original Cast 


Matinees Thursday 


SEI WYN and Saturday 


Geo. Choos & Jack Donahue Present 


“LOST SHEEP” 


(By arrangement with Marion Gering 
and Oscar Serlin) 
“A Hilarious Comedy with a New 
Idea” 


R-K-O WOODS 


“Africa Speaks” 


A Columbia Production 


presumably working very nervously. 
Former turn of Gaston and Edison, 
two men, has broken up, with each 
now doing a two-act with girl part- 
ners. This act as viewed was 
ragged, but has makings. 
“Impromptu Revue” is an Irving 
Yates turn that played around. New 
York for R-K-O during the sum- 
mer. It has much better specialty 
talent than usual in revues, particu- 
larly out here. However, it is all of 
one piece, and the constant inter- 
ruptions no help. More light and 
shade, even with less sock from the 
specialty people, would have made 
a more genuinely pleasing turn. 
Lane and Harper were the stand- 
outs. A turn that has the ease and 
eclat that a few years ago was the 
distinguishing mark of big time, to 
which, in fact, this turn belonged. 
After so much shoddy trouping it 


a neat idea that meant a lot here. 

The four Frankenburg Juveniles 
have been around with their sing- 
ing, dancing and instrumental ma- 
terial. The instrumental stuff is all 
oke, especially the girl’s number on 
the new-fangled sax. The singing 
gets across mainly on sentiment, 
with the dancing as the stand-out. 
How the folks at this house go for 
any dance number with a little bit 
of comedy idea! This one was rube 
dance, and over big. Dancing ga- 
lore on the bill. But where it might 
tire another audience, these crowds 
ask for more. 

Keras and Wallet opened the pre- 
view. Covered Tuesday at Engle- 
wood. Burns and Scott get across 
mostly on youth and vep. 

A novelty act suited for houses of 
this sort is the Baseball Four, vocal 
quartet with some weak ideas about 
comedy. Harmonize oke, try to talk 
funny, and flop, then close with a 
hoke bit of: baseball playing and 
manage to come back to good graces 
again. Only for certain spots. Rose 
Kriss Trio, two women and a. man, 
in a skating turn that needs to be 
brought up to date closed the show- 
ings. 

Ralph Cooper, colored m. c. here, 
works hard selling the bill, even 


managing to get receptions for the 
showing acts. He's a sincere, ear- 


otherwise indicateo 
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was doubly a pleasure on the Engle- 
wood bill to see this snappy couple 
in action. As always, Pearl Harper 
is a pip appearance. 

Just back from the Orpheum time, 
and also the real stuff, the Six Ga- 
lenos, high-speed acrobats, closed 
the show. 

Vic Nelson is still sitting under 
the Englewood electric sign in his 
own private endurance contest. Be- 
yond rendering hotel service Man- 
ager Kenneth Belina doesn’t pay the 
freak attraction a nickel. He’s been 


there two months already. Land. 
Regal 
What a house for showings! 


These folks up from Dixie show 
their appreciation for entertainment 
by tearing down the rafters for the 
act that pleases. 

Credit goes also to Billy Diamond 
for giving them consistently good 
stuff. Line-up for the preview 
shows that some care and effort has 
been taken to pick the better mate- 
rial. Seldom does Diamond allow a 
really poor act to slip in for the 
showing. 

Regular presentation preceded the 
preview. Two acts got over, one good 
enough, the other a show-stopper. 
The first were the Four Emperors of 
Harmony, colored quartet, that dis- 
appointed somewhat after a neat 
start. Standard quartet stuff, and 
delivered nicely. 

Show stoppers were the O’Connor 
family. The first part of the act, 
with the two boys and girl doing 
hoofing and some comedy, was big 
enough. But when they bring on 
the three-year kid, it’s a riot. This 
act has been playing steadily around 
Chi, and in the many times caught 
has never yet failed to smash. Ready 
for any house, with the possible ex- 
ception of the few absolute class 
spots. 

Plenty of kids on the evening 
show. Besides the O’Connor Fam- 
ily, two kid acts on the showing 
half. Baby Dorothy Johnson 
started slowly with boop-a-docp 
song, principally because she fol- 
lowed the O’Connors, but when she 
got to her instrumental sax and 
clarinet bits she clicked easily. 
Gives meaning to her instrumental 


work by classing them as impres- 


SINGLE ROOM, 


HOTEL LORRAINE 


CHICAGO 


UP 
DOUBLE ROOM, BATH, $17.50 AND $21.00 WEEKLY 
DOUBLE WITHOUT BATH, $14.00 WEEKLY 


LEONARD HICKS, President 


BATH, $2.00 


IN CHICAGO 


LINDY’S RESTAURANT 


On Randolph Street 
is Home, Sweet Home, to the Profession 
A Good Place to Eat and Meet 


nest worker, and has established 
himself solidly as a showman and 
fav. 

“Man Trouble” (FN) feature. 
Business off last show Thursday. 


Eddie Bricketto, asst. mgr. of 
Sono-Art World Wide exchange 
here, has resigned. 


Jack Garrity, Jr., son of the John 
Garrity, Shubert general representa- 
tive here, has joined the Mae West 
“Sex” show as stage manager, be- 
sides being understudy for Lyons 
Wickland in the show. 


When the stage hands at the 
State-Lake got their notices last 
week, one, Eddie Quillan, came tear- 
ing up to the front of the house. 

“What does this mean, Mr. Sing- 
er?” he squawked. “When I came 
here 12 years ago you told me this 
job was to be permanent and 
steady.” 

An old gag—but fits. 


Crowds watching the baseball 
boards in the loop got so thick last 
week that the cops finally had to 
step in and stop the score displays. 


Putt-putt golf as a municipal en- 
terprise has proven successful at 
10-15¢c. Park district of Oak Park, 
suburb, has collected $5,500 from 
cash customers who played the two 
municipal midget outfits. 

Municipal owned sets have 
wrecked competition, with the kids 
going the rounds for the 10c figure, 
and adults getting away with only 
a nickel more. 


Frank Dahm, who has been han- 
dling the commercial programs for 
WGN, leaves shortly to become pro- 
gram director of KPO, San Fran- 
cisco. 

Dahm is the third veteran to leave 
WGN within the past few months, 
Harry Spingold and Pat Barnes 
preceding him. 


Two boys with guns collected re- 
ceipts last week at the Twentieth 
Century and Midwest theatres. 
From the femme cashier of the first 
they borrowed $300, and from the 
lady at the second only $230. 


Bill Powderly is now behind the 
counter here for the Famous music 
branch. 


Sandor Redonovitch is producing 
two musicals, one for the Redpath 
and the other for Canadian Chau- 
tauqua circuit. 


George Sweet rep company Closed 
summer season at Spencer, Ia., on 
Sept. 20. Company returned to Chi. 


Ed Ward stock company clogs at 
the Princess theatre, Lamon'—Mo., 
last week. 


Eleanor Randall lyceum company 
of “Mrs. Pimpton’s HuSiand” 
opened ist week on the Community 
Chautauqua circuit in 


Ed Lee Rivers, Keith 


and Mrs. Jack Ready, Lester How- 
ard; for the Otis Oliver stock at the 
Rockford theatre, Rockford, IIL. 


Fontinelle stock company closed 
last week at Otterville, Mo. 


C. A. Leonard, p. a. for Publix- 
B. & K. Loop houses, has resigned 
and will leave Sept. 27 for New 
York. 

No successor appointed. 


R. S. Mosher, formerly of the Gus 
Sun office, is trying a new idea in 
vaude agencies under the name of 
the Cleveland Theatrical Exchange. 

To establish the new idea Mosher 
has written a number of independ- 
ent agents offering to sell them a 
yearly franchise for $100. The 
amount is to assure the agents their 
acts will be handled and their com- 
mission, in full, paid reguiarly. 

Cleveland Theatrical Exchange 
has also set an arbitrary figure for 
acts. Singles will be offered $40; 
doubles, $75-$80 and trios $125 up. 


Horace Sistare has been placed as 
publicity agent with: the Jewel- 
Robertson Players, Sandusky, O. 


Having settled several difficulties 
with Equity, Otis Oliver opened his 
stock at Rockford, Ill. Sept. 18. 
Understood that the entire cast 
waived bond. 


Jacob Lasker & Sons increased 
their circuit to six houses when they 
opened the former Ellanttee, at the 
Ridge. 


ST. LOUIS 


By E. M. CRIGLER 


Ambassador—‘‘Anybody’s Woman.” 
Fox—‘‘Sea Wolf.” 

Loew’s State—“Dough Boys.” 
Missouri—‘‘The Spoilers.” 


. St. Louis—‘'Half Shot at Sunrise.” 


Capitol—"‘Man Trouble.” 
Shubert—‘‘Candle Light” 


(legit). 
Garrick— Burlesque. 


It has been decided that the St. 
Louis Symphony Orchestra, open- 
ing at the Odeon in October, will 
have but three conductors during 
the season, Arbos, Golschmann and 
Szell. 


The Shubert Rialto (legit) on 
Grand avenue, set to open Sept. 23 
with Gilbert Miller's “Candle Light.” 
Eugenie Leontovich stars. 


A dramatic organization known 
as St. Louis Catholic Theatre Guild 
has been formed. A season of seven 
plays is planned for the winter. The 
first offering will be “Your Uncle 
Dudley,” produced here last year by 
the Casey Players. 


CLEVELAND 


By GLENN C. PULLEN 


Hanna—“Young Sinners.” 

Play House—‘‘Sea Gull.’’ 
Palace—"“Little Accident.” 
Stillman—“‘Animal Crackers” (2d wk.). 
Hipp—‘‘Leathernecking.” 

Allen—‘‘Sea Wolf.”’ 

State—"‘Anybody’s War.” 

Keith’s 105th St.—‘‘For the Defense.” 
ual). 


Erlangers appointed Ollie Alger, 
former manager Henry Miller in 
New York, resident manager of 
Ohie. Succeeds Robert McLaugh- 
lin, now district mgr. for Shuberts 
here. Ohio opens Oct. 13 with 
Nazimova in “Month in Country.” 


Due to last-minute change by Lee 
Shubert, Hanna has opened week 
earlier than expected, with “Young 
Sinners.” Booking for Ethel Barry- 
more’s “Scarlet Sister Mary” still 
stands for Sept. 29. 


Merle Jacobs band inaugurates 
Claremont Tent’s season. Holly- 
wood Cafe swings into action with 
Sammy Watkins’ band. 


“Sea Gull,” first little theatre pro- 
duction of Play House's season, 
opening Sept. 24. 


CINCINNATI 


By JOE KOLLING 


Shubert—‘‘Sons o’ Guns.” 


Albee—‘‘Call of the Flesh.” Vaude. 
Palace—‘‘Anybody’s Woman.” 
Capitol—“Leathernecking.” 
Lyrie—“‘Monte Carlo.” 
Keith’s—‘‘Good Intentions.” 
Strand—'‘Flirting Widow.” 
Family—‘‘Animal Crackers.” 
Cox—National Players (stock). 
Empress—Burlesque (Mutual). 


Cox has resumed stock after 16 


clude Robert Bentley, Sylv 

nese, Millard Vincent, Mabel pe 

Clare Hatton, Adele Bradford De 

more Gale, Mary Kaye Bell,’ Ke 

neth Moore, Ralph Morehouse, W 

Clyde and Mildred Hark. Jog 
en, manager, and Robert Vis 

ti, musical director. 


Shubert executive personne]: 
son G. Trowbridge, manager; Geena 
W. Brown, Edward Conway, b.o.! 
Charlie Zuber, press; Irwin Belle 
stedt, musical director; Chas. Buc 
stage manager; Tom Corby, odveal 
tising. 


Bryant's showboat has left for ups 
river towns on Ohio, following 13 
weeks’ run here with old pop 
mellers. 


Theodore Mitchell here in ada 
vance of “Hell's Angels,” which 
opens indef. run at Shubert Sept. 2g, 


Family, small R-K-O  housa 
changing screen programs twice 
weekly and showing large increase 
in receipts. 


PITTSBURGH 


HAROLD W. COHEN 
Nixon—‘“‘The Apple Cart.” 
*itt—‘‘Those We Love’’ (Sha t 
Academy—Burlesque. 


Pictures 


Penn—“Follow Thru’; stage show. 
Stanley—‘‘Office Wife” stage show. 
Aldine—‘‘Animal Crackers” (2d wk.),. 
Warner—"“‘Scarlet Pages.”’ 
Harris—‘“‘Common Clay.” 
Enright—‘'Big Boy”; stage show. 
Sheridan Sq.—‘‘Sea God.” 


Larry Jacobs resigned as p. a. for 
Loew's Penn. ° 


Miracle Museum (freaks), which 
tried last year on Seventh Street, 
at it again. 


Wally Vernon succeeded Eddie 
Clifford as m. c. at Klein’s Villa, 
Latter, following Sammy Walsh, 
there only five days, 


Vincent Lopez’ opening at Nixon 
cafe last week held up two days 
account of death of A. Tucci, one of 
the proprietors. Band leader laid 
off two days without pay out of re- 
spect to Tucci. 


“Old English,” booked to follow 
“Scarlet Pages” into Warner this 
week, will stand by until opening 
of Milton Sills’ last picture, “The 
Sea Wolf.” 


Universal Newsreel, sponsored 
here by “Post-Gazette,” now being 
used in all three first-run Warner 
houses, Enright, Stanley and War- 
ner. 


“tin the Heart of the Loop’’ 
New City Hall Square Hotei 


89 W. Randolph St. Phone Franklin 4740 

‘HICAGO 

Rates for an outside room with private bath: 
$2.25 per day, gta le. 


$2.50 per day, double. 

$15 per week, double. 

Large outside room with twin beds (pri- 
vate bath), $3 per day or $18 per week. 


Hotel KNICKERBOCKER 
Opposite the Drake CHICAGO 


Adjoining Palmolive Bldg. 

Walton Pl., just East of Michigan 

Special Rates to the Profession! 

Coffee Shop—Dining Room— 

Smart Cosmopolitan Atmosphere 
Finer Rooms—Lower Rates 


DAISY HOWARD 


NOW LOCATED AT 
140 No. State St., Chicago 


MABEL SYKES STUDIO 


Phone State 9261 


— 


DR. LLOYD M. LaPRES 
DENTIST 


Wishes to announc? to. his clients he 
is now located in his new offices 


Suite 2035 Marshall Field Annex 
25 E. Washington. Phone Central 4148 
CHICAGO 


months of darkness. Starter is “Let 


$15.00 a Week Single 


EASTGATE HOTEL 


“JUST A WHISPER FROM THE LOOP” 


Ontario Street at Michigan Avenue 


$20.00 a Week Twin Beds 


Ou 
NO COVER CHARGE 


THE UNION 


68 W. Randolph St., at Dearborn, CHICAGO (Recently enlarged) 


R. WELCH ON THE MIGHTY WURLITZER ORGAN 


r Popular Prices Remain the Same fer the Bes 


t Food 
OPEN ALL NIGHT _ 
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HOLLYWOOD 


and Los Angeles 


“Variety's” Office, 6282 Hollywood Boulevard, at Vine Street (Taft Bldg.) 


Phone Hollywood 6141 


Jack White goes into George Ol- 
gen’s night club as m. c. Sunday 
nights; big evenings of the week 


there. 


Adia Kouznetzoff and partner, 
Gina Nicolina, Russian warblers, 
who have been at George Olsen’s 
are reported secretly married. They 
are heading for Chicago for picture 
house wer 


“Cup of Sugar” leaves the Vine 
Street here to open Oct. 5 at the 
Columbia, San _ Francisco. After 
that it may one-night the Coast. 
Dorothy Mackaye is starred. 


Jack Gain, former Paramount 
studio m«nager, has joined the 
Joyce-Selznick agency. 


Fox West Coast has disposed of 
two small houses, Crystal and 
Jewel, to Mort Goldberg and A. H. 
Schaack of Chicago. 


Fox Company shooting “Light- 
nin” has returned after 30 days on 
location at Tahoe, Calif. Court 
room sequence yet to ~*oot. 


Joe Cornbleth is here and is con- 
sidering opening an agency. He 
was formerly in the William Mor- 
ris office in New York. 


KHJ has added the Hallellujah 
Quartet, colored, and Stelly Cross- 
man, concert master, to its staff, 


Harry Wurtzel agency has added 
a foreign department with Amadeo 
Alcaniz in charge. 


Buck Jones’ “Fighting Through” 
has been changed to “Men With- 
out Law,” by Col. 


Until recently stage band leader 
at the local Boulevard, Jackie Sou- 
ders goes to the Fox California in 
fan Jose, 


Jane Helbling will do femme lead 
4n the French version of “The Bad 
Man” for Warners. 


Civie Repertory theatre has 
scrapped last year’s commonwealth 
idea. This season an acting com- 
pany of six will get 30-week con- 
tracts and a regular salary. AS 
last year, the season will be played 
in the Music Box theatre. 

Civic Rep is now interlocked with 
the Hollywood Bowl association, 
through the Bowl Theatre associa- 
tion and the Rep’s contract of Sept. 
5 to produce for five years for the 
Bowl Theatre association. Direct- 
ing boards of the two are identical. 

No change in active management, 
with Paul Irving supervising direc- 
tor, H. Ellis Reed, production man- 
ager, and John Moss, business man- 
ager. 


Phil Friedman, casting director 
for Universal, was operated on for 
appendicitis at Hollywood hospital. 


Under “Judgments” in last week’s 
“Variety” the names of Louis and 
Anna Cantor were listed indebted 
to the Typo Workers Credit Corp. 
for $6,985. The Cantor mentioned 
is not Lew Cantor, former legit 
producer and now with Universal 
sudio. His wife’s name is not Anna. 


Guersini & Co 
The Leading and 
Largest 
AaCCORDEON 
FACTORY 
in the United State 
The only Factery 
that makes any ret 
of Reeds — made 

hand 
277-278 Columbus 
Avenue 
San Francisco Cai 
Free ‘atalogues 


Dorothea Antel 


226 W. 72d St. 
New York City 


The Sunshine 


Pathe has decided to avoid any 
possible legal entanglements’ by 
changing the title of its “Gobs of 
Joy” short, with Si Wills and Bob 
Carney. Title has been used by 
Fanchon & Marco for a stage unit. 


SAN FRANCISCO 


By WALTER RIVERS 


Pee Wee golf courses in this town 
are going to have to pay a quar- 
terly tax of $25. Police and build- 
ings committee of the Board of 
Supervisors have recommended 
such a tax. The hotel men’s asso- 


}ciation of. Northern California has 


asked that the little courses be 
compelled to close at midnight. At 
the present time they stay open all 
night if business warrants. 


Jack Gross of South Bend arrived 
here last week to take over the job 
left vacant by Cliff Work’s promo- 
tion to Pacific Coast Division Man- 
ager, succeeding Frank Vincent, re- 
signed. Work leaves for Lc: An- 
geles. 


First test preview held in neigh- 
borhood picture house occurred last 
week at New Mission when “Her 
Wedding Night,’ starring Clara 
Bow, was tried out. Audience re- 
action was favorable. Cards were 
distributed and audience asked to 
express views. B. P. Schulberg and 
other officials were present. An- 
nouncement that preview was to be 
held jammed the house. 


MILWAUKEE 


By FRANK J. MILLER. 
Alhombra—‘Western Front” 7th week). 
Davidson—Dark. 

Garden—‘‘W hoopee.”’ 
Gayety—Burlesque (Mutual), 
Majestic—‘*W hoopee.”’ 
Pabst— Dark. 
Palace-Orpheum—"“Africa Speaks.” 
Riverside—‘‘The Doughboys’”’; vaude. 
Strand—“Common Clay.” 
Wisconsin—"‘Sea 
Fifi Dorsay in person, 


stage show; 


Wisconsin Players (local Little 
Theatre group) have appointed Vic- 
tor Wolfson (University of Wiscon- 
sin) active director. Wolfson for- 
merly was with Neighborhood Play- 
house, New York. 

Officers elected were K, R. Lamp, 


president; Mrs. H. M. Herzfeld, 
vice-president; Medford Stone, 
treasurer; Oliver Petran, secretary. 


Newman lectures listed for the 
Pabst again this year, starting Oct. 
12. The old favorites are expected 
back for usual Sunday night per- 
formances. 


Hal Roach fiew to Milwaukee for 
a short stay and flew away again 
to Minneapolis in his own plane. 
Roach went on rceord here short 
comedies are getting more popular 
and will soon crowd out longer 
heavy features. 


BUFFALO 


By SIDNEY BURTON 
Buffalo— ‘Follow Thru.” 
Century—“Western 
Hipp—'‘The Sea Go 
Great Lakes—'‘ ‘News.’ 
Hollywood (Little)—"‘ 


house in 
opened 


Shea’s Elmwood, 1iith 
local Shea-Publix string, 
Sept. 20. William Rosenow, former 
manager Roosevelt, is in charge 
with Kenneth Cooley assistant. 


Shubest-Teck season opens Sept. 
29 with “Dracula.” Third time in 
as many seasons. 


SARANAC LAKE 


By HAPPY BENWAY 

Mr. and Mrs. Calvin Coolidge are 
week ending it at Saranac Inn, Cal 
is not sick, but he is here...The 
wife and daughter of John J. Far- 
rell paid the Lodge and John a wel- 
come visit...Fred Rith, past an- 
other milestone, is doing well... 
Mike McMamee, licked it, doing 


7 Always the Hit of the Show! 


Costumes That Click 


For Rent, Sale or eet to Your Designs 
For Prices 


Wire or Write HARRY 


CARE 


great, regarded as a miracle cure 
-.-No weather report here, but cold 
and how!...Tommy Abbott much 
improved...Doris Gilltrap (Tiller 
Girl), much improved...Harry 
(“Pop”) Barrett, looking younger 
than ever; Charlie (his son), hold- 
ing his own...Gladys Bishop has 
gone to Bluefield, West Va., called 
by her mother’s illness...Nell Gor- 
don (Gordon and Healy) doing fine 
...-Ruby Royce Franklin has added 
ten pounds in four weeks...Bobby 
Hatz, abed, but much on the im- 
prove...Eddie Voss, much okay, 
great Xray report, still uses the 
family Lizzie driving patients down- 
town...Only one baby Austin in 
this town, looks like an incipient 
case...Tom Creamer, left for New 
York, an absolute okayed case and 
a regular who made life worth while 
for all patients while here...One 
small-time golf course here: it’s do- 
ing well...Lulu McConnell left for 
the “Big-street” after farewell 
party; much fun and plenty eats. 
Her husband, -Grant Simpson, re- 
mains here-and doing well...Jerry 
Hatz and Jack Blanke (Hearts 
Mugg) here for a visit enroute to 
Montreal...Via Hank Brown and 
Tom McCusker, much Block Island 
Taffy candy was received at the 
Lodge. 

Don’t forget to write to those you 
know in Saranac. 


NEW HAVEN 


By H. M. BON 
Shubert—‘‘Roadside” (1st half). 
Hyperion— Dark. 

Roger Sherman—*Raffles.” 

Fox-Poli—"‘Rain or Shine’; F. & M. 
Idea. 

Paramount-—“Sea God"; Publix unit. 

Fox-Bijou—"‘Soup to Nuts.” 


Par economizing. Gene Curtis 
acting as house mer. and p. a. 


Daggett Lee will again handle 
Woolsey Hall Concert Series for 
°30-'31. Series run by Yale. 


The Shubert has booked Philip 
Merivale in “Death Takes a Holi- 
day” for 3 days com. Oct. 2. Also, 
Jane Cowl for Oct. 9-10-11. 


KANSAS CITY 


By WILL R. HUGHES 
Mainstreet—‘“‘Danger Lights’’; vaude. 
Newman—‘‘Let’s Go Native.” 
Midland—‘“‘What a Widow.” 
Royal—‘‘Last of the Duanes.” 
Pantages—‘“‘Once a Gentleman’’; 

dets”’ unit. 
Empress—‘‘Wine, 
(Mutual). 


“Ca- 


Women and Song” 


Gale McKinney, treasurer of the 
Newman, transferred to the new 
Paramount, succeeded by Wilton 
Gross of the Newman staff. 


Whenever Manager Raymond, of 
Loew’s Midland, has a picture with 
a Mexican star he advertises in the 
local Mexican paper. Ramon No- 
varro gets a heavy play. Dolores 
Del Rio doesn’t pull so well. No ex- 
planation, 


Loma Worth ,at the Mainstreet, 
who was given a lot of publicity in 
Omaha over a persistent suitor, 
crashed the papers here with a con- 
tinuation of the same story. -Papers 
played up fact she is the daughter 
of the late Jake Harmon, once Re- 
publican National Committeeman 
from Oklahoma, who was shot and 
killed by Clara Smith Harmon some 
years ago. 


SYRACUSE, N. Y. 


By CHESTER B. BAHN 


Keith’s—* ‘L eatherne ching” vaude. 
Loew's “What a Wi 


Paramount—'‘‘Follow Thru.” 
Fox-Eckel—‘“‘Western Front,”’ 
Empire—Vaudfilm. 
Syracuse—Vaudfilm., 


2a wk. 


Katherine Rober, former Syracuse 
stock actress, is slowly recovering 
her health in St. Vincent's hospitai, 
Erie, Pa., after a long illness. 

Friends here were advised this 
week that the actress’ mind had 
suddenly cleared and that with this 
had come a general turn for the 
better. She has been a patint at 
the hospital for many months. 


The death of Thomas H. Lee, 65, 
retired actor, as a result of injuries 
received in an auto accident here 
will be the basis of a damage action 
by the widow, Mrs. Carrie C. Lee. 
Mrs. Lee has ‘applied for letters of 
administration in Surrogate’s Court, 
with a cause of action against 
Erwin H. Blumer listed as the main 
asset of the estate. Blumer’s ma- 
chine hit Lee while he was crossing 
Erie boulevard Sept. 3. 


The condition of the Wieting as 
to safety. long a subject og contro- 
versy and argument during the 


ancient playhouse’s last years, 
finally has been established as 
wreckers demolish the building pre- 
paratory to its recenstruction as a 
seven-story ramp parking garage. 

Joseph T. Lane, in charge of the 
york, declares that the building 
was very much on its last legs, and 
that the hazardous condition has 
served to complicate the wreckers’ 
problems, 


Publication of the first story in 
the “Journal” calling attention to 
“this week’s Syracuse ‘Journal- 
Strand News Weekly’” naturally 
burned the Loew outfit plenty. What 
the Loew G. H. Q. said to the 
Hearst office isn’t known, but it un- 
doubtedly was spicy. Betting here 
is that someone on the “Journal” 
gets a spanking for boosting a com- 
petitor of a Hearst enterprise. 


Paramount here is in Dutch with 
local sheets as a result of the fast 
one it pulled last week in an- 
nouncing the local opening of “Fol- 
low Thru” as a world premiere. 
House used the gag with justifica- 
tion for “The Sap from Syracuse,” 
and evidently figured that it was a 
business getter. “World premiere” 
was stressed in both the display ad- 
vertising, news stories and billing 
for “Follow Thru,” although the 
ricture was then playing New York 
and Brooklyn and had already been 
in Detroit, among other cities. Two 
local sheets unwittingly accepted 
the stories at face value and ran 
them; the third did not. The ads 
ran in all papers. 

In the light of the recent state- 
ments by Publix that it wanted 
nothing but truthful advertising 
copy and publicity releases, the 
local misrepresentation was doubly 
irritating to the papers. One of 
them, commenting upon the ineci- 
dent, said it was either “the result 
of lamentable ignorance or a stupid 
violation” of orders, 

New picture season is bringing a 
flock of changes along the Up-State 
Rialto. In the Mohawk Valley, 
Rezinald W. Case has given way to 
William J. Mandeville at the Rialto, 
Little Falls, and Clifford C. Smith 
has replaced Lee Bousquet at the 
Liberty, Herkimer. Mandeville 
comes from Brooklyn, Smith from 
Rochester. 

In Southeirn Tier, William Webb 
is temporarily in charge of the new 
Smalley house at Norwich, doubling 
from the Smalley’s Sidney theatre, 
while Tony Manozzi is now direct- 
ing Warner’s Elmira house. He 
was formerly at the Stanley, Utica; 
Hugh Schenck replaces him there. 
The Endwell, Johnson City, is 
being wired by Frank Windus: it is 
the last silent to go sound in the 
district. New Riviera, Binghamton, 
has opened, while the Temple, 
Ithaca, is closed for remodeling. 

Two Seneca county houses, closed 
during the summer, have reopened, 
Ross McVoy operating the Seneca, 
Seneca Falls, and the State, Water- 
loo, this season. 


DALLAS 


By RUDY DONAT 


Majestic—''Sea Wolf’: vaude. 

Palace—'‘Follow Thru”; stage show. 

Melba—-“Raffles.”’ 

Old Mill—"‘Dancing Sweeties,” 

Capitol— “Conspiracy,” 

Cotton Palace, expo at Waco 
(Tex.), Oct. 10-19, with Morris & 


Castle outfit booked; played State 
Fair here usually in past years. 


Bernie Cummins band held over 
at Baker hotel roof garden, 


“Unborn Child” booked 
picture at Capitol before 
into R-K-O fold. 
stand. 


as last 
house goes 
City’s last indie 


Theo. Kosloff, operating dance 
school here, helping Oak Cliff (sub- 
urb) Little Theatre to put on mod- 
ern version of, “Hamlet.” 


Jack Gardner. former band leader 
for Adolphus hotel, bringing new 
12-;iece outfit to Dallas Athletic 
Club as comeback for former pop. 


OMAHA, NEB. 


By ARCHIE J. BALEY 


— 
— 


and publicity Nebraska Theatres 
Corp., state chain, 


Miniature goif courses offering 36 
holes for former price of 18 and 
giving free theatre tickets as prizes 
in addition to passing out two-for- 
one tickets with dollar buys at 
grocery markets. 


Omar (neighb), tenth in Nebraska 
Theatres group, opening soon as 
talker. 


ROCHESTER, N. Y. 


By DON RECORD 

Lyceum—"“One, Two, Three.” (Last 
three days). 

R-K-O Palace—"Outside the Law”; 
Vaude. 

R-K-O Templie—-"Storm,” “Last of the 
Lone Wolf.”’ 

Loew's Rochester—"‘Sea Wolf.” 

Woman.” 

Regent—“Grumpy.” 

Picecadilly— Dark. 

Little—“‘Rubaiyat of Omar Khayyam.” 

Strand—Change. 

Family—cChange, 


Community Players, (amateur 
group) signed up 1,730 members 
in drive. About 200 less than last 
asad Loss laid to business depres- 
sion, 


“Let’s Go Native” flopped so badly 
at Eastman it was yanked in mid- 
week and “Anybody’s Woman” 
opened two days earlier than in- 
tended, 


Little theatre, open only evenings 
during summer, changes to mat 
policy at 40c and evening price 
raised to 60c. 


R-K-O Temple starts Saturday 
morning shows for kids with Indian 
serial as special feature. Eastman 
ony other house with similar early 
show. 


Publix plans to keep Piccadilly 
closed for present at least because 
of belief opening would hurt busi- 
ness of other two houses now do- 
ing fairly well. 


Public te pick plays which Mrs. 
Fiske and her rep Co. will present 
at Lyceum in October. 


DES MOINES 


By R. W. MOORHEAD 
Casino ‘The Light of the Western 
Stars." 
Des 
Family—Change. 
Garden—Pictures (24 run). 


Orpheum-——""The Fall Guy’; ‘Leather- 
necking.” 

Palace—Chanege. 

Paramount (presfilm) — “The Bad 
Man”; “Top Speed.” 

Strand—‘“Dancing Sweeties”: “Chil- 
dren of Pleasure.” 

President or Princess, old stock 


houses, still dark. 


Increasing “flesh” acts from three 
to five, Orpheum doing capacity. 


Bob McGrew, director orchestra 
at President, has gone to Berlin to 
study conducting under Dr. Bleck of 
Berlin Opera Co. 


D. M. Community Association 
starts season with “Road to Rome” 
at Shrine auditorium, 


City just voted ordinance on con- 
duct of peewee golf courses here 
pertaining to shading of lights, 
closing hours and noise. 


Doc Lawson, pianist with stage 
band at Paramount, will double on 
the organ, succeeding Bob Hamil- 
ton, who goes to Paramount. 
Springfield, Mass. 


FAMOU 
STEIN BOOKLET 


“HOW TO MAKE UP” 
Complete instruction in the “Art 
of Make-Up” for amateur and 
professional use. Straight roles, 
character roles, etc. 16 pages 
in color. Free to anyone. Write 
STEIN COSMETIC CO. 
Dept. 50, 5| Madison Ave., 


Ralph W. Thayer, after a year at 
Orpheum here, goes to Dayton, O., 
as city manager, with four houses. 
Succeeded here by Roy L. Pierce. 

Wiliam Bere ‘mann, former man- 
ager Fremont (Publix) at Fremont, 
Neb., takes charge all advertising 


WE DO REPAIRING 


Phones: 


STRICTLY ‘UNION MADE 


Theatrical Trunks 


Hartmann, Oshkosh & Mendel Trunks 


ALI MODELS--ALL SIZES ON HAND 
AT GREATLY REDUCED PRICES 


COSTUME—SCENERY—PROPS 


| Also 1,000 USED TRUNKS OF EVERY DESCRIPTION, $5 and Up 


SAMUEL NATHANS, Inc. 


568 Seventh Avenue, between 40th and 41st Streets. New York City 


SOLE AGENTS FOR H & M TRKUNKS IN THE EAST 
Longacre 6197 Pennsylvania 9064 


WRITE FOR CATALOG 


Moines—“‘Anybedy's War.” 
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VARIETY 


Wednesday, September 24, 1939 


Obituary 


HARRY J. INGRAM 
Harry J. Ingram, 52, for 20 years 
an actor, died Friday (19) at the 
Norwalk Hospital of cerrebral 


hemorrhage. For the past 10 years 
he had been a ship broker at 27 
William street, while his home was 
at Norwalk, Conn, 


While on the stage he played in 
“Good Gracious, Annabelle,” ‘“Treas- 
ure Island” and “Tea for Three.” 
He had also played leads in stock 
companies in various cities. 

He leaves a widow, Elfreda L., a 
son, Harry, Jr., 18, a student at 
Dartmouth College, and a daughter, 
Margery, 10. His mother, three sis- 
ters and brother live in Kansas City, 
Mo., where the body was taken for 
burial. 


CHARLES P. KING 


Charles Pierre King, 70, actor and 
manager, died Sept. 8 in Morrell 
Memorial Hospital, Lakeland, Ila., 
following an operation for cancer. 

Mr. King, who was born in Vin- 


IN MEMORIAM 


_ Our Darling Little Pal 


Died Thursday, Sept. 18, 1930 
Loved by every man, woman and 
child he ever met. 4 
May your svui rest in peace. 
We will remember you as long as 
we live. 


MR. & MRS. IKE ROSE 


Antoinette and entire company of 
Rose’s Midgets 


cennes, Ind., went on the stage in 
1880 as a member of the Crisp fam- 
ily. He had engagements with dif- 
ferent companies and left the Chas. 
K. Champlin Rep. Co. in 1902 to 
head a traveling stock, with which 
he toured the midwest and south 
for many years. 

He quit rep several years ago and 
devoted himself to dramatic recitals 
and to teaching elocution. 

IDA JAMES 

Ida James, 50, former light ope- 

ratic and musical comedy actress, 


died from effects of a stroke in Bos- 
ton, September 20. ‘ 

Mrs. James is survived by a 
daughter, Dorothy James, principal 
with “Princess Charming.” 

Mrs. James had been with many 
shows, including “Chocolate Soldier” 
and for a long time had toured in 
vaude with her husband, Walter 
James. Interment in Boston. 


GEORGE K. DAVIS 
George Kinkaid Davis, 56, organ- 
izer of the Kinkaid Kilties vaude- 
ville act, died Sept. 15 at Laguna 
hospital in San Francisco. He had 
been ill six months. 

Previous to forming the Kinkaid 
Kilties in 1912, Davis was teamed 
in vaude with Mike Kelly, and in 
burlesque with Pat White. He is 
survived by three children. 

CLARKE SILVERNAIL 

Clarke Silvernail, 37, actor, au- 
thor and director of the legit, died 
Sept. 22 in Los Angeles of cancer. 
Detailed account is in the legit sec- 
tion of this issue. 


HOWARD MILLER 
Howard Miller, known profes- 
sionally as “The Great Howard,” 
died in Mt. Clemens, Mich., Aug. 
23, after a long illness. 

Miller had been in vaude many 
years, doing a ventriloquial act. 
John J. Lemon, 66, violinist and 
orchestra leader. died Sept. 16 at 
Danville, Ill He was for many 
years leader of the orchestra at the 
Majestic theatre in Milwaukee, but 
ill health forced him to retire from 
active work three years ago. 


Henry Hurr, Jr., 26, operator, pic- 
ture theatre at Newgulf, Texas, died 
in Houston Sept. 16 of injuries re- 
ceived when he went to sleep at 
auto wheel while driving on high- 
way. Widow and daughter survive. 


Edward Tidden, father of Fritz 
Tidden, special representative for 
Clarence Brown, died Sept. 16 in 
New York. 
Tidden was an artist and theatre 
decorator. 


INSULT 


(Continued from page 62) 


Latter apparently did a little chang- 
ing of terms that they be more suit- 
able over here. 

“Insult” is spotted in the Dutch 
East Indies upon an island in the 
Java group. It furnishes an idea of 
the Dutch colonial military cos- 
tumes and an inside on the code, 
which is that if an officer strikes a 
superior it is mandatory he be shot. 
One of the curious angles of “In- 
sult” is the prevalence of British 
accents in the Dutch outposts. Per- 
haps that was not noticed in Lon- 
don. 

Another inside is the rating of 
half castes, even though officers in 
the army. They are, it appears, in- 
sultingly referred to as “seniors,” 
and that, according to the play, is 
equivalent to son of a so and so. 
Twice the four syllable expression 
is used without a quiver. 

Too much conversation and not 
enough diversion in “Insult.” The 
sultry little army post has its young 
civilian controller, Does De Weert. 
His best friend is Lieutenant Hans 
Hartman, a college mate, whose 
grandmother was a Javanese wom- 
an. Because he is a half caste, 
Major De Weert, father of Does, 
dislikes to have Hans visit the 
house and he objects to his son’s 
wife Jolanthe calling the lieutenant 
by his first name. 

Lieutenant Hans loves Jolanthe 
and did before she married De 
Weert. That Hans confesses prior 


to a brush with the natives. There 
is no indication of impropriety, but 
the major insults Hans with the 
term “senior,” there is a fight and 
the lieutenant grips the major by 
the throat. Young De Weert is 


killed, putting himself in the line of 
native fire deliberately. 

In the guardroom Hartman awaits 
his doom or the pardon that is ex- 
pected from the governor-general. 
It is denied and the story goes to 
a bitter ending. The finale is one 
of the most abrupt imaginable. 
Hartman is to be shot the next day, 
but determines not to see Jolanthe 
who had declared her love for him. 
But she does come, standing in the 
doorway, with him close by with 
bowed head. No word, nor caress, 
just period. 

Lydia Sherwood is Jolanthe, the 
only woman in the cast save for a 
native bit played by Mona Li, an 
Eurasian with a Vassar education. 
Leslie Perrins is the lead, as Hart- 
man. D. A. Clarke-Smith is the 
uppety major, also having staged 
the play. James Raglan does young 
De Weert. James Vincent good in 
a small part. However, none of the 
acting is exceptional. 

“Insult” figures to last but 


n few 
weeks. Ibee. 


Forum 


(Continued from page 54) 

and the truth, nothing but the 

truth. 

THE GREAT SIR JOSEPH 
GINZBURG, 

King of the Radio World and 

King of Vitaphone Artists of 

the World. 


Hollywood, Sept. 12 
“Variety”: 
My Dear Friends— 

I want to thank you people for 
the kind treatment shown me in the 
past years. I am now going bet- 
ter than ever before, scoring some 
nice hits with my new act since I 
introduced my original idea, Rus- 
sian Dance in American tap style, 
and many other original novelty 
dance musical numbers. 


I had the honor of closing the 
show on an all-star bill of the last 
two-a-day at Chicago, the Palace. 
The Three Jenslys, Kellar Sisters 
and Lynch, Carl Freed and Orches- 
tra, “Trixie” Friganza and Bill 
Robinson. Every act did some 
dancing, even Trixie danced, I had 
to follow them all. 

Bill Robinson, naturally classed 
as the greatest tap dancer by 
t-K-O and others, was surprised to 
see me doing the impossible triple 


steps and wings with taps. This 
is what Bill said to me: 

“Will Higgie I am going to say 
a few words to you. Bill Robin- 
son is my name. I am black and 


you is white. Boy, I thought I seen 
them all,” Bil. shook his head with 
amazement looking at me (as more 
words of praise for me), “Will 
Higgie, I say you are the world’s 
greatest dancer and that goes from 
down here” (Bill pointed to his 
heart). “Let me congratulate you 
and I'm taking my hat off to you,” 
and he shook my hand, 

It was a great surprise to me. I 
thanked Bill for being a regular 
fellow, a sport. 

I soon will play in Chicago again 
where I will introduce a new orig- 
inal dance idea, sensational for the 
finale. The people like surprises, 
and if I can hold that finish num- 
ber for encore I wiil be one happy 
boy. 

I will write again when I try it 
out soon. If it proves a hit closer 
I will advertise myself by giving 
plenty big ads to “Variety.” I am 


sure you will help me along as be- 
fore. 

Thanking “Variety” for the kind- 
ness shown me at all times. 

Yours Truly, 
Willie Higgie, 
(and His Bevy of Beauties). 

Week Sept. 17—Orpheum, Salt 
Lake. 
P. S.—I'm paling around with my 
friends, Harry Langdon and Tom 
Patricola, 


New York, Sept. 18. 
Editor “Variety”: 

In review of “Follow Thru,” it was 
said there are no new songs in the 
picture. In the interest of truth I 
must tell you that there are two. 
Evidently they did not make much 
impression on your reviewer. 

I also believe it fair to Paramount 
that you should know they gave me 
my way without question in all 
essentials of production, and any 
faults in this department should Le 
charged up against me, rather than 
Paramount. Laurence Schwab. 


Winchell’s Letter 


(Contirued from page 51) 
offer me cash to write, savvy? [f 
you can get anyone else to do it 
I will appreciate it. Let your wife 
sign her name to the letter, not you, 
but also the team name. Of course 
if you don’t want to do it, Okay. 
I expect to conduct a news col- 
umn only; but I feel that the 
column of “Truths” is already iden- 
tified with the sheet, and he may 
offer some jack to continue. lease 
don’t let this go any further, 
I received a letter from Pan 
claiming I must resume bookings 
comm, Nov. 21 in Chicago for four 
weeks ending in Cleveland. I will 
postpone the. date so as to rehearse 
this new act. Then while in Chi. 
I will show the act for a half a 
week (the new one) and see what 
the bookers say. I have a three- 
day opening in Chi. before playing 
the Hip. Perhaps if the new act is 
ready, I- can ask them to let me 
try it over the four weeks. That 
will give me a great chance before 
good audiences. 

In Dallas 
In closing I want to say that you 
can take your time in re-writing 
anything you wish, and that we are 
tickled sick with our new chance to 
“get over.” 
Give Mrs. Langford our kindest 
regards, also yourself. 

Sincerely, 

Walter Winchell. 

Care “Vaudeville News,” 1562 
Bway., N. ¥. C. 
P, S—You have some route; it’s 
a darb. Regarding that letter to 
the editor, don’t send it until I 
write you again. Have a new idea. 
Going to try and place it with “Va- 
riety.” By the way, enclosing you 
herewith Samuels’, of “Variety,” 
New Orleans writeup. You can’t 
believe it, I suppose, after seeing 
us in Dallas. 


w. W. 


One Month Later 


New York, Nov. 20, 1920. 

My dear Howard—Regarding what 
I wrote you in my last letter to St. 
Paul, I am writing you again to 
tell you that a wonderful proposi- 
tion has been made to me from the 
Keith Exchange to be assistant edi- 
tor of the “Vaudeville News.” 

I have accepted, believing that 
the future of such a position holds 
remarkable things for me (if I show 
‘em what I am made of) ,and has 
unlimited possibilities. 

You no doubt don’t blame me, be- 
cause you have heard me mention 
that I would love to become a figure 
in the world, preferably the news 
game. I have always had an in- 
clination toward it, and at last I 
have had my wish granted, 

An Ordinary Actor 

Of course the money is not a 
heluva lot, and I know I cannot save, 
but the fact is that any day may 
bring more wonderful things, as 
the connection itself with such a 
wonderful organization as the B. F. 
Keith Iexchange can give. 

I also realize that when I tire of 
this (if I do) I can always go back 
to being an ordinary actor, can’t 1? 

I would like to keep the script if 
you will allow, as you never can 
teil when the bug wiil hit me to go 
back.. Let me know what you chink, 
please, with my kindest personal re- 
gards to Mrs. lL. and yourself, also 
my thanx for all you did for me in 
the way of the act. 

Walter Winchell. 


P. S.—Send me once in awhile 
somes press stuff about you foils. 


Will be glad to use it. 


R-K-O UNIT 


(Continued from page 49) 


three men with awkward postures 
with pratt falls, provoking the 
laughs. The femme and one of the 
men did a legit adagio prior to 
Lockford’s burlesque, the gal scor- 
ing with remarkable twists. 
Britt Wood is another asset to the 
giggle end in getaway. His selec- 
tions and droll talk make a happy 
combo. Pop and classic numbers 
are handled in symphonic jazz fash- 
ion on the mouth organ, while the 
talk is bright and has plenty of 
good gags, with even better value 
because of his droll delivery. 


“Sweethearts and Wives” (F'N) on 
screen, Edba. 


58TH STREET 


So far the six-act show here looks 
good as a b. o. puller. Appreciable 
increase in the Saturday mat biz. 
House almost two-thirds full. On 
screen was “Outside the Law” (U). 


Jack Sidney’s act has been work- 
ing long enough to be in corking 
running shape; it moves along 
swiftly with sufficient specialities to 
prove advantageous. Although prop 
stage horses come and go, the one 
in the Sidney act is staged for a 
lot of laughs. Gives a comedy dash 
that has been previously started by 
a travesty adagio dance by the La 
Salice Bros. They may be the 
“horse.” 


Sidney’s voice never sounded 
better, and he is using showman- 
ship. ' 


Manning and Glass opened with 
their tight wire turn. They have 
gone in for something different in 
doing a series of dances on the 
wire in costumes befitting the type. 
Manning lives up to his speed bill- 
ing on the wire. Wells, Mordecai 
and Taylor (New Acts) gave the 
show some proper balance in the 
second spot. Excellent dancers. 


Third, Everett Sanderson hoked 
his musical turn and did very well 
here. Audience liked him im- 
mensely. Jimmie Allard and Co. 
(New Acts) were third with light 
comedy that was applauded. 

Three Swifts in club juggling 
have brought old-fashioned club 
swinging up as_ new-fashioned. 
Closing was the Sidney act. Mark. 


Razzing the Town 


(Continued from page 54) 


are created “admirals” of local 
ponds, 


Thompson Buchanan was in New 
York directing. one of his plays 
when a young lady jumped into his 
room through a skylight. She want- 
ed a job in his show but he told 
her to become a writer instead, pro- 
duce something worth while within 
a year, and he’d marry her. He did 
when she returned after completing 
“Cradle of the Deep.” Yes, the girl 
was Joan Lowell. 


Lydian Durrett might have been 
a great name in the profession but 
he turned his back on it twenty 
years ago to return to his sick 
mother here. His home is full of 
treasures and, perhaps, the finest 
portrait of Mary Anderson extant. 
He's a gentleman florist now and 
no one suspects that he trod the 
boards with Mrs. Fiske and the 
rest. 


Abe Netter, Pete Bitzer and Lum 
Simon are gag names answered to 
almost any queries by the wise- 
boys, notably Eddie Chester who 
was publicity director for the last 
American Legion national conven- 
tion, held here. Anne Fellowes 
Johnston wrote the “Little Colonel” 
books; Mrs. George Madden Mar- 
tin authored “Emmy Lou,” and 
Eleanor Mercein (Kelly), who dwells 
in a glorified barn, writes those 
Basque stories for the Saturday 
Evening Post. George Horace Lori- 
mer, editor of that rag, is a Ken- 
tuckian. 

Mayor Harrison is “Billy Boy 
Blue” to the opposition and Chief 
of Detectives Yarberry is “Sherlock 
| Holmes”—and looks the part. J. 
Rivers Wright is either “Hell fer 
sartin” or “Preacher Rivers” and in 
either mood is likely to walk his 
clients out of jail. Buford Taylor 
left the local press for publicity 
work with Universal and was as- 
signed to a couple of stars on pro- 
longed vacations; Robert Hutchins, 
Jr., youngest president of the Uni- 
versity of Chicago, is a son of the 
president of Berea College, our op- 
portunity school where mountain 
boys and girls can earn their tuition 
and board. 

Getting All In 

Fred Dolle is the big shot in 
Louisville moviedom, operating 
twenty or more houses here and in 
Indiana; Bruno Alberts is nation- 
ally famous as an artist and grower 
of rare orchids; Mildred Wallace 
Hall, Mabel Jean Melton and Sam 
Hyman are leading press represen- 
tatives; Capt. John Loran is head of 
the Traffic Bureau of the local con- 
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Broadway Chatter 


(Continued from page 52) 


dieting to get down to 190; lost 23 
in six weeks with 45 more to drop 
on an eesy schedule. 


Ann Pennington has decided to 
discontinue as a single to do a big 
act. 


Samuel Hoffenstein, writer, leaveg 
for Hollywood Friday (2), His 
writing contract with Par beging 
Oct, 1. 


Phil Plant may take a sound 
truck with him when leaving for 
Africa Oct. 15. Billy Mishkin may 
go along. 

Anna, the waitress, back at Mrs, 
Gerson's after two weeks off for 
nervous breakdown, caused by the 
round table squawkers. ‘ 


Joe Weber signed for Webster 
cigar’s radio program. Joe took a 
tip from Corona-Corona and callg 
his the Weber-Webster. 


Willie Moore, son of Dinty Moore, 
is in L, A., reported due for hig 
film baptismal with George Ban- 
croft in his next picture. 

Barney Dean, who’s been laying 
off so long he's forgotten how to 
bow, is taking 6 to 1 that some day 
he'll get back in the show biz. 


Arthur Klein peeved because 
someone said his musical will be 
called “Aw, Nuts.” “Who's Who,” 
title, with deal now for Ted Healy 
to star. 


Jean Waters, who recently chang- 
ed her name to June Dee because 
a numerologist said it would be 
luckier, has switched back to the 
original. 


Jack Wise is back in New York, 
his first time in 14 years. Legit who 
went west that long age. Recent 
appearances in Warner and F. N, 
pictures. 


Richie Craig, Jr., is feature of 
the second “Radio Follies’ broad- 
cast, on the air Oct. 10. Craig goes 
on the week between “Bugs” Baer 
and Weber and Fields. 


Sax drug store on 46th folded via 
auction last week, prop saying he 
dropped $22,000, mostly because 
soda fountain flopped. Drug sales 
couldn’t carry the overhead. 

Cheese Club tidbitters have nom- 
inated Julius Ziegler for the F.F.L, 
decoration (palms up) for consistent 
performance at the Sardi luncheon 
table when prosperity was just a 
slogan. 


Judah Cogut declined a 40-week 
road tour with “Street Scene” when 
the play left town Sept. 13 because 
he was unwilling to work on Rosh 
Hoshanna and was unable to ar- 
range for an understudy. 

New drug store in the General 
Motors building sent out formal in- 
vitations for its opening last night 
(Tuesday). Called “New Experience 


Night” and the invite added, “Be 
prepared for anything.” In a drug 
store! 


A Breakfast Club being formed to 
occupy the three top floors of Del- 
monico’s at Park avenue and 59th 


street. Plenty of social lights on 
boards and committee. No show 


people on either, but they can join 
if invited. 

Al Jolson’s $20,000 and percent- 
age booking for Sept. 26 at the 
Capitol has given the betting boys 
another angle, Speculation is for 
and against the house grossing 
$100,000 on the week with the 
mammy singer. 

In Cleveland Eddie Cantor told 
the papers he might star Herman 
Timberg next season in a stage 
show. So they made a big display. 
Eddie should have said Cleveland is 
his home town and they’d probably 
gotten out an extra. 


Newark “Ledger” has eliminated 
$500-a-week’s worth of employees, 
business being not so good out New- 
ark way, either. It gives John PF. 
DeVine, whose column, “Ledgerde- 
main,” went out with him in the 
slash, an opportunity to write his 
second book. 


stabulary and has a knack of for- 
getting persons who have done him 
favors, when they get “tickets; 
Fred Levy and Joe Goldberg enjoy 
denying reports of their theatre 
deals. 

Izzy Goodman, who keeps th® 
periodical pub, claims to know all 
the celebs and probably does know 
half of them. He makes all of the 
big racing meets, boxing bouts and 
ball games and is one of the nift- 
iest dressers in any town. Beautl- 
ful women, thoroughbred horses and 
whiskey are still plentiful. 

Come down some time. We'll °° 
glad to stagger you around. 
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Camp Sports — Hotel Comforts 


Bathing. Actors’ Headquarters 

Fishin 

KENMORE 
Tennis on the Beautiful Lake 
Riding iNorth White Lake, N. Y 
Boating “Social Staff: Penay, 


Golf Reed 
& Gold of R-K-O 
Phone: White Lake 114 
Write for Book “Vv” 


Alexander Newton 
Bellgrade Harry R 


Carples Chicka 
Clinton Dorothy 


Darr A L 
De Forest Harry 


Evans Constance 
De Francis Don 
Green 

King Russell 
Leibert Kenneth G 


CHICAGO 


Hughes & Man'ring 
Leslie Mona 
Morgan Charles A 


Locney D G 
Lovet: Peggy 


Magon Patsy 
Mazette & Lewis 
McGivney Owen M 
Murray Jack 


Pulio John 
Reed Helene 
Santley Zelda 


Scanlon George 
Smith George 


| Thomas Gwynne 


White Denny 
OFFICE 
Myers Tim 


Propack H C 
Sheldon Arthur 


“MONTREAL 


Palace—‘‘Our Blushing Brides.” 
Capitol—"‘For the Defense.” 


Loew’s—‘ ‘Grumpy.” 


Princess—‘‘Whoopee,”’ 


Imperia]—‘“‘Song o’ My 


Heart.” 


Roxy—"‘Throw of Dice’ (4th week). 
Strand—‘Double bill. 
Empress—Double bill. 


Orpheum—Stock. 


Gayety—Burlesque (Mutuai). 


“Strange Interlude” 
the stock theatre Oct. 5, when prices 
will be doubled to $2 .op. Advance 
up to Saturday (20) had topped 


$2,000. 


Sousa and band played one night 


comes into 


stand at Forum (17) at $1.50 top. 
Fair matinee with better night at- 
tendance grossed around $5,000, 


Tom Kelly, former manager His 
Majesty’s, now running orchestra at 
Place Viger hotel, 


Fifty million dollar terminal proj- 
ect here in dispute with city council 
settled and work going ahead. This 
helps unemployment condition and 
picture houses anticipate benefit 
this winter. 


OTTAWA, CAN. 


By W. M. GLADISH 
Hon. E, A. Dunlop, Pembroke, 
Ont., recently appointed Provincial 
Treasurer of Ontario with jurisdic- 
tion over theatres and licenses, will 
shortly receive a deputation of in- 
dependent exhibitors asking for the 
abolishment of amusement tax cn 
tickets up to 50c. P. J. Nolan, local 

theatre owner, is chairman, 


Manager Joe Franklyn, Keith’s, 
fas been appointed director of pus- 
licity for Royal Humane Society. 


All units of Famous Players 
Canadian Corp., comprising more 
than 200 theatres from the Atlantic 
to the Pacific, will stage a “Pros- 
perity Week” starting Oct. 11 to 
stimulate confidence and optimism 
for the winter. 


The Regent and Imperial theatres, 
both managed by Ray ‘Tubman, 
doubled up last week for “Animal 
Crackers,” this being the third time 
in a month that they have had 
simultaneous presentations. Other 
features thus shown were “All 
Quiet on Western Front” and “Song 
0’ My Heart.” 


J. R. Minhinnick, manager, Grand, 
London, for 25 years, has reopened 
the house with talkers. “All Quiet” 
Was the first film. 


NEWARK, N. J. 


By C. R. AUSTIN 
Broad—"Nine Till Six.’ 
Shubert—“‘Strike Up the Band.” 
R-K-O Proctor’s—‘‘Outside the Law.” 
Loew's State—‘‘Animal Crackers.” 
Newark—' ‘Grump 
Branford—“Scarlet Pages. 
Mosque—" Moby Dick,’ 

‘ox Terminal—‘‘Song o’ 

Faces East.” 
Little—“‘Manon Lescaut.” 
Playhouse—"Rain or Shine.” 
Empire—“« Dimpled Dari (Mutual). 


My Heart.” 


David E. Weshner has given up 
Warners’ New Jersey district to be- 
Come director of publicity for all 
Warner theatres. This is the posi- 
tion he accepted some time ago and 
then turned down before he left 
here. Harry Kalmine, his assistant, 
succeeds him. 


The Branford ran for the pre- 
ceding week rather spicy ads for 
“Scarlet Pages,” changing parts 
daily. The “News” cut out part of 
ene as a little too warm. The show, 
minus everything but the screen 
Part, opened very big. 


: Sydney Franklin, publicity man, 
sittle, has added the duties of man- 
ager, succeeding bis father-in-law, 


FANDO APTS. 


800 EIGHTH AVENUE 
at 49th St. 
New York City 

New management. Two and three rooms 
newly furnished, neatly decorated house- 
keeping apartments, private baths, full 
hotel service. Reasonable rent, Phone 
Chickering 3550. 


Albert: C. Stroud, who has accepted 
i} @ job at the city hall. 


For the fizst time in its history 
Proctor’s has a barker in front. 


Milton Smith, 


plays in connection with. regular 
pictures, 


SAN DIEGO 


By LON JEROME SMITH 


Spreckels—‘Young Desire.” 
Savoy—‘‘Song and Dance Man” (stock). 
Fox—Anybody’s War.” 

Fox California—‘‘Good News.” 

Fox Orpheum—‘‘Manslaughter.” 
Broadway—Her Golden Calf.” 
Cabrillo—Sweethearts and Wives.” 
Plaza—“Top Speed.” 

Mission—With Byrd at South Pole.” 
Superba—‘Old English.” ‘ 
Fox Egyptian—‘‘Queen High.” 

Fox North Park—‘‘Big House.” 

Fairmount—‘“‘With Byrd at South 
e ” 

Liberty—Burlesque (stock), 
Aztec-—“Those Who Dance.” 

Logan—"‘Second Floor Mystery.” 
Victory—‘‘Darkened Rooms.” 


Guest star policy at Savoy is 
proving profitable for Fulkerson 
and Marsh, managers, 


Warner Bros.’ plans to build an- 
other theatre here seem to have 
fallen through. 
drawn, but no building so far on 
the lot, 


Some 60 pony golf courses here. 
Pretty skinny pickings for most of 
them. 


Jack Edwards, former manager 
a-K-O Orpheum before the switch 
to Fox,’ is back managing the 
Spreckels. 


German Grand Opera Co. coming 
to ‘he Russ auditorium Feb. 3 with 
Mme. Johanna Gadski as guest ar- 


 tist. 


WASHINGTON, D. C. 


National 
Woman.” 


(E: ianger-Rapley)—‘Pagan 


Pictures 
Columbia—“Animal Crackers.” 
Karle—‘‘Maybe It’s Love.” 
Fox—‘‘Sea Wolf.” 

Met—“‘Old English.” 
Palace—‘‘Good News.” 
Rialto—'‘‘Little Accident.” 
R-K-O (Keith’s)—‘Spoilers.”’ 


Maxim P. Lowe, former agent, 
and past several years with Meyer 
Davis, has formed partnership with 
Bill Nevins, also years with Davis, 
and opened a band booking office. 
They landed the new Shoreham 
hotel contract, and with it a great 
many of Davis’ prize men. 

Davis opens his Le Paradis Oct. 
3, and his Chantecler Oct. 10. 


“Changes,” Fanchon & Marco 
unit, jumped into local Fox when 


unions got together on extension. 
Unit scheduled to close in Brooklyn 
last week. Doc Baker, fast change 
artist, does not go back to» West 
Coast, but jumps direct into vaude. 


Boh West, organist, and Eddie 
Peabody close four weeks at Fox 
here and open in Brooklyn Friday 
next. 


Efforts to get local officials to ease 
up on fireproofing every piece of 
scenery coming into the town have 


again flopped. Town remains one 
tough spot of the country where 
regulations are strictly enforced. 


Expensive, too, to both house and 
companies coming in. 


ATLANTIC CITY 


By GEO. R. WEINTRAUB 


Stage presentations expected to go 
into effect at the Warner theatre 
(Boardwalk) shortly. The Stanley, 
Virginia and Colonial, other War- 
ner-Stanley houses, continue solely 
with talkers, 


In addition to taking over the 
Aldine, the Strand Chain (local) 
negotiating for rental of old City 
Square Theatre in the heart of the 
business district. 


Meyer Marks, Cleveland, suc- 
ceeded Daniel Finkelstein as gen- 


eral manager of Stanley-Warner 


QF 


Sing! 
$10 and 


Shower Hot 
and Cold Water aaa 
Telephone 


Electric Fans 


264-268 West 46th Street 
New York City 


137-139 West pe St. 
acy 


Competly 

of the C, On 

vest — Simmons e 4 
or Single 


$18.00-$19.00- $21.00 for Double 
with Private Bath) 

This is the ideal hotel for the Pro- 
fession—in the heart of the 


furniture 


(Beauty- 
rest mattresses), hot 
and cold — 


phones, 


publicity man, 
| Playnouse, is going to have a num- 
ber of amateur groups stage short ' 


Site chosen, plans} 


theatrical section. 
Phones Bryant 0573-4-5 


Forty-Fourth St. Hotel 


120 West 44th St., New York 
Twin Beds and Bath— 
$18.00 per week 
Breakfast, 20c—Dinner, 60c 
W. E. SHEEHAN, Manager 


ON ARE 


YOUR NEW YORK HOME 


LY PRICED— 


Phone: LONGACRE “6805 


COMPLETE FOR HOUSEKEEPING, 


325 West 43rd Street 


STEAM HEAT AND ELECTRIC LIGHT.. 


THE BERTH 


Private Bath. 8-4 Rooms. Catering 
the profession. 


$15.00, UP 


G0. P. SCHNEIDER. Prop. 
FURNISHED 
APARTMENTS 


CLEAN AND AIRY. 


NEW YORK CITY 


to the comfort and convenience of 


Mrs. Jackson now jin charge 


inteiests locally. Finkelstein slated 
for Newark office. 


Loris Silberman, former manager, 
Colonial, has taken over the Pal- 
ace, (neighb). 


First indoor Tom Thumb course 
opened near convention hal. It has 
18 holes laid out on beach and made 
of sand, tin cans and shells. 


Globe and Garden Pier theatres 
closed for winter. 


MINNEAPOLIS 


Metropolitan—Dark..: 

Women" (Bainbridge 
stock) 

wal Orpheum — ‘‘Leathernecking” ; 
vaude 


Minnesota—“Top Speed’”’ (Buddy Rog- 
ers in person); Publix unit, ‘‘Lanterns.” 

Gayety— ‘French Frolics” (stock bur- 
lesque). 

Patrol.”" 

State—‘‘The Sea Wolf.” 

Lyric—"‘Grumpy.”’ 

Aster—‘‘The Careless Age.” 

Grand—“Anybody’s War’ (ist half); 
“Romance” (2d half). Second loop runs, 


Both R-K-O Orpheum and Publix 
(for the Minnesota) had camera 
men taking pictures of University 
of Minnesota football squad in its 
initial practices last week. Pictures 
being featured at both houses this 
week, 


Junior Repertory Co., presenting 
piays for children, opens its second 
season at the Woman’s club theatre 
next month. 


NEW ENGLAND 


Donovan Amusement Co, has 
leased the new Park theatre, Taun- 
ton, Mass., to the Taunton Theatre 
Co. for 25 years. The deal marks 
the passing from Taunton’s theat- 
rical activity of James J. Donovan, 
who many years ago gave up a 
street rafivay job and opened a 
film theatre in a hall. 


William S. Canning engaged as 
general manager of Nathan Yamins’ 
six theatres in Fall River, Mass. 
For 10 years Canning has been in 
Manchester, N. H. 


The Plymouth (films), Worcester, 
Mass., closed for several months, 
reopens soon with talkers and 
presentations. 


Several public bequests were left 
by the late David Murdoch, Need- 
ham, Mass., theatre operator. His 
wife, daughter and son also share 
in estate. 


BROOKLYN, N. Y. 


By JO ABRAMSON 


Flatbush—‘“‘Bac Girl.” 
Roulevard—"Strange Interlude.” 
Jamaica—‘‘London Calling.” 
Majestic—"Michael and Mary.” 
Paramount — “The Spoilers’’; 
show. 
Fox—Last of Duanes’’; 
Strand—‘‘Dawn Patrol.” 
Loew's 
Albee—"‘Dixiana’’; vaude. 
Gayety—‘‘Oriental Girls’ (bur.). 
Star—‘'20th Century Girls’ (bur.). 


stage 


stage show. 


The highly touted novel “Bad 
Girl,” dramatized by Vina Delmar, 
the author, with Brian Marlow, 
tries out this week at the Flatbush. 
Robert V. Newman, producing with 
Sylvia Sydney and Paul Kelly, 
starring. “London Calling,” John 
Golden production, is at the Ja- 
maica this week. 


“Sweet Stranger’ new comedy 
with Ralph Morgan and Linda Wat- 


kins scheduled next week at the 


IRVING HOTEL 


Newly Furnished 917 Walnut S8t., 


PHILADELPHIA 


100 OUTSIDE ROOMS 
Weekly—Single, $9; Double, $12; Three. $15. 
With Bath—Single, $12: Double, $16; 
Four, $22. 

This Rate for Performers Only 
DAVID ROSEN, Prop. Phone Kingsley 0580 


THE DUPLEX 


HOUSEKEEPING FURNISHED 
APARTMENTS 


330°West 43rd Street, New York 
Medallion 8587 


Three and four: rooms with bath, 
complete kitchen. Modern in every 
particular. Will accommodate four 
or more adults. 


$12.00 UP WEEKLY 


Boulevard. “Blue Ghost” coming to 
the Flatbush, “Earl Carroll's Sketch 
Book” slated for the Majestic and 
“Strange Interlude” going to the 
Jamaica. 


NIAGARA FALLS 
Strand (26) 

“Rose Garden” 

R Donahue & Uno 

Harold Sianton 

Hall & Essley 

3 Jacks & 1 Queen 

Helen Petch 
OAKLAND, CAL. 
Oakland (26) 


'“Gobs of Joy” 


Pat West 
3 Jolly Tars 
Scotty Wesion 
Dolly Kramer 
Mary Treen 
Wanda Allen 
Moore & Moore 
Curtis Cooley 
Johnny Jones 
Rena & Rathburn 
Ken Gatewvod 
Doyle Quadruplets 
OKLA, CITY 
Orpheu'n (30-2) 
“Marble” 
Roy Smoot 
Francia 
Al & Juck Rand 
Hector & Co 
Harris 3 
Georgene & Henry 
PHILADELPHIA 
Fox (26) 
“Gyp Gyp Gypsy” 
Internat Com’dians 
F Evers & Greta 
Jeanne Aiexandrea 
George Prize 
Jack Viaskin 
Ruth Leavitt 
PORTLAND, ORE. 
Broadway (25) 
‘Modes of Hol’w'd” 
Haline Frances 
Shore & H Moore 
Danny Joy 
Harry Smirl 
Jerry Lester 
Sunkist Ensemble 
Hollywood Models 
ROCKFORD 
Coronado (26-28) 
“Seeing Double” 
Stroud Twins 
Connor Twins 
Miller Twins 
Elca Twins 
Clute, Falls, Nolay, 
Holly, Maltby, St 
Johns & Parker 


ORE. 
(27-28) 


Twins 
SALEM, 
Elsinore 
“Busy Bee’ 
Liana Galen 
Cooper & Orren 
Paul Howard 
Terry Green 
Phil Arnold 
SAN DIEGO 
Fox (25) 
“Beaux Arts” 
Rose Valyda 
Delara & Lolita 
Brown & Willa 


VARIETY BILLS 


(Continued from Page 50) 


Carla’ Torney Girls 
SAN FRANCISCO 
Fox (26) 

“Southern” 
Hatt & Herman 
Jimmy Lyons 
Helen Warner 
16 Tinies 
Joe Rose 
SAN JOSE 
Califernia (28) 
“Rhythm-a-Tic” 
Harry Kahne 
Jean McDonald 
Mel Elwood 
Charles Carver 
Georgia Lane Dan 
SEATTLE, WASH. 
5th Ave. (25) 
“Gems & Jams” 
JI & I McKenna 
Will Cowan 
Nee Wong 
Maxine Evelyn 
Jim Penman 
Franklin & Astell 
SPRINGFIELD 
Palace (27) 
“City Service’’ 
Shapiro & O'Malley 
Seb Meza 
Laddie LaMonte 
George Jage 
Frank Sterling 
ST. LOUIS 
Fox (26) 
“Cadets” 
Born & Lawrence 
Miles Sisters 
Rognan & Trigger 
Mabel & Marcia 
Johnny Dunn 
TACOMA, WASH, 
Broadway (25) 
“Wild & Woolly” 
Kirk & Lawrence 
Harts Krazy Kats 
Bus Carlell 
Aussie & Czeck 
Davis & La Rue 
Ray Angwin 
Bud Murray Girls 
WASHINGTON 
Fox (26) 
“Changes” 
Doc Baker 
Walzer & 
Murie! Gardner 
Art Hadley 
WORCESTER 
Palace (27) 
‘Sm le ys 
MecGarth & Deeds 
Eva Mandell 
Seymour & Corncob 
Dorothy Neville 
Dave Le Winter 
YAKIMA 
Capitol (27-28) 
“Green Devil’ 
Peg Leg Bates 
Miles Kover 
Bobby Gilbert 
Harvey Karels 
Rita Lane 
Mel E!wood 


Dyer 


LONDON 


FINSBURY 
Empire 
“House Jack Built” 


LONDON 
Hippodrome 
“Sons o’ Guns’ 


NEW CROSS 


PARK 


BIKMINGHAM 
Empire 
Johnson Clark 


George Robey 


| George 
| The Daros 


Week of Sept. 22 


Empire 
“Love Lies’ 
STRATFORD 
Empire 
Francis WLaidier'’s 
VICTORIA 
Palace 
“Victoria Vanities’ 


PROVINCIAL 


Edward Victor 
Betty & Buddy 
Laty 


Biondie Hartley 


Royal NEWCASTLE 
Strand Farces Ltd Empire 
A New Farce “Desert Song’ 
“It's A Boy” NEWPORT 
CARDIFF Empire 
Empire “Painting Town” 
Anna Paviova & Co NOTTINGHAM 
EDINBURGH Empire 


16’ Drury Lane B's 
“Nip 7 Hindustants 
PGL ASCOW G Clarke & Coe 
Alhatr ora 3 Virginians 
H Lauder & Co Cyril’ Shields 
HANLEY Harry Herbert 
Grand Haig & Escoe 
J Hylton & Co ya 
HULL “Co-Optimists” 
Palace PORTSMOUTH 
“Tout Paris” Royal 
LEEDS Denville Co 
Empire SHEFFIELD 
‘Paris & Piccadilly’ Empire 
Royal ‘Rev la Folie Pure’ 


Folies Bergere Rev 
SOUTHAMPTON 


“Maid of 
LIVERPOOL 


Empire Empire 

“Journey's End” Paul son 
MANCHESTER SWANSEA 

Palace King's 


“Silver. Wings” “Funny Boy” 


DENVER 


Aladdin—‘‘Rain or Shine.” 
Paramount—‘‘Western Front.” 
Denver—‘‘Follow Thru’’; stage show. 
Tabor—‘'The Furies’’; stage show. 
America—‘‘Hell's Island.” 
Rialto—‘‘Florodora Girl.” 


Walter Sinclair has taken charge 


of the Little Theatre at Denver 
University. For three years he di- 
rected the Le Petit Theatre du 


Vieux Carre in New Orleans and 
spent the summer in Europe. 


Publix wanted to hold *“Unnoly 
Three” over at Rialto, but M-G-M 
would not cancel charges on the pic- 
ture booked for its second week and 


Chaney’s picture went out. Gross 
was way up. 
Ray D. Jones, publicity director 


Denver theatre, has been made man- 
ager Paramount, Syracuse, N. Y. 
Floyd Fitzsimmons, New York, takes 
his job here. 


Mark J. Bennett, manager Tabor, 
quits show business with the clos- 
ing of the Tabor, Oct. 1, and enters 
the bond and investment business. 
Has opened offices in the gas build- 
ing. 


SEATTLE 


By DAVE TREPP 


Fifth Ave.—‘“Dough Boy"; stage. 
Orpheum—"‘Strictly Modern” vaude. 
stage. 
Fox—‘‘Holiday.’’ 

Coliseaum—"'Scng My Heart.” 


Liberty—‘‘Inside the Wines.” 

Blue Mouse—'‘‘The Squealer.” 
Music Box—‘'Moby Dick (2d week). 
After two weeks at Fox, 
goes to Coliseum, making 

week run here, 


“Song” 
third 


Keighley & Roscoe, rorthwest 
reps for Fanchon & Marco, booked 
Shrine for big stag affair locally, 
and also for entertainment to offi- 
cial visitors. Both dates in October, 


H. C. Robertson now in charge 
West Coast purchasing department, 
succeeding Syd Macdonald, who re- 
cently committed suicide. 


Fox-Pacifie just 
house in Centralia; 
manager. 


opened new 
Mr. Charles 
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Jeatured in the Warner Bros. & Vitaphone success 
MAYBE ITS LOVE 


Words and Music by 
SIDNEY D. MITCHELL 
ARCHIE GOTTLER 
& GEORGE W. MEYER 


May - be its love, 


Yeara-ing for more and more: May-be it’s love. _— This strange con- 


t 


af -di-tioncame up - On me so Ive got a feel-ing that I'm 


it’s love, 


it’s love. 


Copyright MCMXXX by HARMS fao. 


All Material now ready 


REMICK MUSIC CORP 


219 W.46t STREET, NEW YORKCITY 


BOSTON - PHILADELPHIA - LOS ANGELES~ CHICAGO - DETROIT 
JEROME KEIT, pres. 


| 72 Wednesday, September 24, 1939 
| WE GAVE YOU ; 
THING CALLED LOVE | 
iH HERES ONE JUST AS GREAT ! 
| 
_ 
IF: COULD BE 
(ONE HOUR TONIGHT) What am yearn -ing for? 
YO | Thrilling me, kill- ing me, Heay-en's a.- bove,__ 
SY YOUNG LITLE 
What is this thing I've got the symp - toms of? Should-nt won-der May- 
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